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IMMORTAL HARVEST

This should be the radiant rhythm of our beings, a joyous outgoing into the life of earth and a glad
returning into Life eternal.

In this culminating design the outworn garment of the human body is given back to the waiting
upheld arms of Mother Earth. In her gentle alchemy this universal Mother receives all borrowed ele-
ments unto her ample breast again, and heals the heart of man with her abiding peace.

The real Self of us, the Solar Angel of our beings, draws forth immortal harvesting into the glow-
ing jewel of life’s supreme fruition. Wings of this angel form a chalice of receiving from above, then
fold earthward in a mighty urge of comforting and compassion-wings echoing the chaliced arms of
Mother Earth. In myriad ways throughout our lives are upreaching arms from earth forever
answered by loving wings from heaven.

The stars shown in the lower portion near the form of Mother Earth are radiant entities of
Illumined manKind. Great souls throughout world cycles are the larger stars gleaming in this aura
of the earth, forever guiding and inspiring us toward our own stellar destiny.

Let us seek a daily winnowing toward the splendor of our ultimate harvest. Gathering the sub-
stance of our wholeness, the mystical and manifest fulfillment of our years, we come at last, each
in his own soul’s timing, to Know the majesty and miracle of “Death’s Bright Angel.”

This design symbolizes also the “Golden Wedding Garment” which each individual weaves
throughout his whole span of life. The essence of all divine Love and Wisdom which each life has
to offer is integrated into this luminous enduring garment. No least fragment of good is lost, no lov-
ing service unremembered. Each ‘cup of cold water in His name” becomes the shining substance of
this weavinyg.

In the heart center of the winged figure is cherished all beauty, light and harmony which the per-
sonality life has ever Known. This truth is expressed by the rhythmic lines flowing upward from
opened flower, candle flames and resonant organ pipes. So it is that beauty and fragrance of flow-
ers, tender glow of candle fight, and rich comforting tones of organ music create a perfect earthly
ritual for the last blessing of our dear ones.

This time of poignant grief marks transition hours between our seeing and not seeing them among
us. If we are aware, their tranquil presence can give us a silent utterance of healing, message of an
infinite deep peace resolving out of all life’s turbulence.

Despite the darkness with which tradition has shrouded these vital hours of bereavement, the
light within can shine all the more clearly if we have courage to gaze through the glistening of our
tears into life’s perfect pattern of release.

It is for our own loneliness we weep rather than for those now liberated. Let us not throw our
darKened webs about their wings. Let us not blemish the glory of their freedom with our bondage.
Though we remain a part of earth, let us be one with them in bridging into the realms of their
Immortal Harvesting. O
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EDITORIAL

That Which Was from the Beginning

NEW YEAR and a new millennium exchanges, petri dish conceptions—welcome fo
begins this monthTime for some the brave new world! Is this what He means with
grand gesture, a radical resolution?he words “Behold, I make all things newi¥e
Not for students of Rosicrucian don't think so. Doest’He mean that He, the Holy
teachingsWe have already begun al above me, the divine eye looking down upon th
new era, not with fanfare but in the pledged quigpurblind personality that is chasing the hare-cursor
of our souls, in an inner space that has likely beeof blinking sensation, is the eternally new in ouf
cleared and hallowed by transformativdesuig.\We  lives, here, right noywvhen we truly stop, really
have committed to think and act in accordance wittook, intently listen, and take Him to heart?
the highest we know and from the root of our being. The heart of the matter is not in mattiiis not
What is now appropriate and ever needing is thie the atomic nucleus, in quarks, strings, anens.
rededication of our engies to the high truths we Neither our salvation nor our peace of miisd
have found. If we cannot bring our utmost to eacldependent on decoding the human genome, pio
living moment—and we presently cannot (willlonging physical life, or eradicating diseagéhat
not)—that is no reason to stop trying, or to lowedid the angel at the sepulcher say? He is not hefe.
the bar of our aspiratioAnd when we slack 6 Lo, He is risen. For us this means: Be still, close the
for we will—as soon as grace and grit permit, wedoor of the senses and know th&nh that is God.
recollect our spirit, reorder our minds, and take The authentic new comes with the release fro
fresh aim with the arrow of our wills and apply dogmatic gridlock, egotistic isolation, and materi
ourselves to the task at hand with earnestness, sdliinking. It centers in the soul, not in dates, dat
lessness, humppatience, and generosity and the ingenious contrivances of digital and laser
In this new century we can expect a break-looseechnology Rosicrucian Christianity teaches an
information technologyfueled by free market cap promotes the resurrection of thinking, rising abov
italism, to profer ever quicker and more powerful the dead abstractions of brain-bound thinking, and
ways to access well nigh limitless information.identifying the life and soul in form.
New delivery systems appear daijut what is Here is the crux, ground zero, where death meqts
being delivered? More megabytes of memoryeternal life: It is where the soul of all that is ol
Containing what? and for what? Spirituallye goes and whence all that is new eges: It is
remain in the dark ages. where we conceive in truth and where #reth
Looking about us, we marvel at the quantitativeeonceives us. It is the creating mind of Christ. It i
explosion of facts and data and their audio/visuahe Word that was in the beginning, and is no
presentationAt the same time, we see the qualitawhere we ever begin anew—in newness of spirif.
tive implosion of core values and anchoring primalt unfolds the memory of nature and enfolds the
verities. For manytruth has come unmoored, hasMother of Nature and utters words of eternal life in
lost its objective, independent status and hinges @ur heart and would have us speak from our heart
personal preference, oseindividual “take” on the truths we are blessed to know and blessed |to
life. Gene juggling, originating species,gan freely bring to others that they too may be fré8.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Meditation:
The Cross of Christ

HEN PILATE had spokenthe
words: “Behold the man!” the
priests and their servants answer
with the cry: “Crucify Him!” Such
a scene, quite apart from its intense human inte
is full of world history
There were then two ways of initiation, that
the North and that of the South. In the north
initiation—corresponding to the religion of th
peoples to which this esoteric initiation belonged
the initiate was led more towards that which is ol g5
ward, and experienced the meaning of the woi #
In the southern way of initiation, he was led ing;
the depths of his own inward being and so brc
through into the world essential being. Of the
northern way of initiation we have still got som Ecce Homo (Behold the Man)
inkling through that which is told of Persiko the
king of the Saturnalia, the proper festival which ighe rites of initiation were not arbitrary customs
connected with the Persian Sakaean Festival, twaut corresponded to deep laws of the universe. |If
servants were given in later times, who clearlghe northern way ended with Pilage’saying
remind us of the thieves crucified on the right andBehold the man!” the southern way must end with
left of Christ. the saying “Behold the God!” For he who goe$
The southern way of initiation, which found through death to resurrection, passes over beyond
especially in Egypt its classic consummation, ledhumanity into the hosts of the supermen or godg
the initiate through death to a resurrection. Oftergs the men of old times saithus the initiated in
the person to be initiated was even bound for thrdégypt were addressed simply as Osiffier the
days to the Cross....[l]n this scene before the-judgleath of Christ we heglor the first time from the
ment seat of Pilate, the South—naturally quitenouth of the centurion of the cohort which cruci
unconsciously or only little consciously—answerdied Him, the confession, flly this man was the
the North, out of the souls of the Jews. One migHbon of God.” (Mark 15:39\nd after the resurrec
also say that humanity is saying to itself, “He hasion, Thomas makes the confession, “My Lord an(
now reached the end of the northern way of initiamy God!” (John 20:29)
tion; He must also go the other way to the end,” for Today it is necessary that we should reconquer
This is the ninth in a series of articles takeonfr Friedrich for ourse_lves, .In a new W""W’t Cross of Christ.
Rittelmeyels Meditation, Guidance of the Inner Lifpup ~ OUr studies will help to do thisVe cannot have
lished by Floris Books, Edinbgin. Reprinted with permission. Christ without the Cross. But before we inwardly
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draw near to the most solemn picture in world hiseach breath one fans the flame of complete co

tory—"“Christ on the Cross’—Iet us first answersciousness, and in order not to pass out of free,

some practical questions which arise when weonscious meditation into drowsy dreaming, h
meditate. One repeatedly hears the complaint thatay even arrange that at every expiration the pi
people, when they begin to meditate moreure, which he wishes to place before him, repr
strongly feel disturbed by their owbreathing sents itself to him actively and afresh, and that, i
This sometimes arises from the fact that a sianthe same wayat every inspiration he draws the
breath becomes digrent when he gives himself up picture into himself, and lets it work strongly upon
to intensive spiritual studyThe breath becomes his whole being, as if he would stamp it into him
deeper slower healthiey purer A man need do self, as if it would stamp hiniAnd so he reaches a
nothing to bring this about; it comes of itself. Onerhythm of inward experience, which assists him i
then experiences at first hand how the “sickness é&keeping awake.

sin” has worked right into the body itself, and how Everyone whose breath troubles him may
through it, our breath also has become more- shattempt this. Gradually he will come to need thi
low, more deadThose who in a high degree havehelp no longerHe will not need to trouble at all
given themselves to worship, have a longer breathbout his breath. Nor will he lose it, as often-hap
than others. One can feel this clearly in theens at the beginning. But after the meditation h
rhythms of Brucknés music, for exampleAnd  will notice that he has been breathing beneficially
the incapacitywhich even great conductors showThen it will occur to him, in a healthy wasuited
when conducting Bruckne&r music, is not seldom to the present time, why the men of past ages-exy
connected with their incapacity to experience theienced the divine through breathing: the Jew
deep breathing of reverence which lives imagain, in a quite diérent way from the Indians. In
Brucknets works. the NewTestament the Holy Ghost too is brough

For men of to-day it is not right to begin theinto close connection with the breath of, d@he

ascent to a more spiritual life by exercises ihuman breath, pneuma. Christ breathed upon hi

breathing....[T]he Indian, as a “man of a rhythmidisciples, as once God breathed iAdam, and
system,” was especially capable of experiencing isaid, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”
his breath the divine, but the European of the pre But the following up of these truths would lead

sent daybeing a “man of nerves and senses,” hags too far away from our immediate goal. One can

to tread another patfithe Western man will never actually get as far as feeling that one is breathir
overtake the Indian upon his Indian wdtymay in the Holy Ghostthat one has the impression tha
indeed, be said that in higher occult exercises @ach breath one draws is laden with the Hol
certain conscious and controlled drawing of thé&host.This one can also perform as a meditatio
breath is a great helfphe breath itself is also full for oneself, without exercising the breath toc
of secrets, for it is much more living and spiritualseverely Everyone experiences the beginnings @
than we, who are contemporaries of the age &uch holy breathing in meditation.
materialism, knowBut here it is enough for our Others assert that, in really strong meditatior]
purpose to know the following facts: Meditationdisturbances in ongdigestive system occun all
can also be practiced as a conscious free dreamirgich cases it is necessary to have calmness, ang
Wide awake and strong, guided by the will of marone may use the noble word, wisdom. Little-dis
and illuminated by his consciousness, can that kilarbances are not harmful, and right themselves.
accomplished which happens in the dream—thainyone thinks he has more serioudidlifties, let

we leave the corporeal and live in the spirit alonehim relax the strength of his meditation a little
Then one can easily come really to dreaming angntil things are betterBut | know concerning

lose oneself. But the breath—one can here speakany people that, although they meditate 4
only in pictures—may become for him a §tdfy  strongly as the body is able to hettey sufer no

help of which he goes forward step by stéfth  harm from it. When once, at the beginning of
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strong meditation, | received thii
impression that the so-calle @i
lower man would not cooperat¢ifist
and coldness in the stomach Sii g
in...[Il was told], “Simply let fill
some warmth flow to the stomg
ach!” | did so and the troublds
passed df A spiritual attitude [
which unites calmness, goo
sense and courage is the rig
attitude for meditation.
In our oganism the many theu
sand years of sinfulness ha
brought about disorders whic

notice scarcely anything of this{s e

But |et h|m Who believes he per‘ - Opaque watercolor over gahite on g-r-ay wove paper. J-.l-\]’a.mes ;issot,83-1902, Brooklyn Museum
ceives irregularities ask himself i The Communion of the Apostles

“Thou art the most sweegfection of the soul; and he that shall eat Thee worthily shall

these irregularities have not in th'be partaker and heir of everlasting gldr-Thomas a Kempigmitation of Christ

sense healthy aftaffects.
Perhaps he may find himseld much the ésher need not trouble about medical theories that “the
afterwards, although the meditation may have madean” of today cannot live long without meat.
his body suer. Here, as in the case of the breath, the man of the
Some may find that they require to eat less whepresent time can find through the spirit the righ
they meditate stronglyfow much else occurs with management of his bodyhile the man of past
regard to eating | have already discussed in coenturies rather approached the spirit through the
nection with the saying “I am the Bread.” But nowright management of the badyhere are men who
people ask if vegetarianism does not heighten thegould like to eat their way into heaven....But it ig
power to meditate. One can only reply that it isa good thing when once we reach at least the fist
better to put it the other way round; that througlexperiences of how meditation itself can feed me
right meditation one gradually becomes more of &s man can draw near in his breath to the Holy
vegetarian. Some people will never be able té&host, so in his food he can draw nearthe
become vegetarians,,adt least, not entirely so, Divine Son It is not by chance that the Losd’
because the bodies they have inherited will ndbupper is the principal religious worship of Christ
allow them.They would faint if they tried to force  In a third sphere, upon which we can merel
them, for owing to peculiarities in their constitu touch here, man draws near ttee Father Not
tion, they cannot produce the strength thejaor ~ without deep meaning is the figure for the highes
ism would require in order to get from plant foodGod, “the Fathet taken from the human life-
the same nourishment as from meat. process itself. In regard to the sexual life, we can
Here, also, one must have calm, sensibl#n this connection only say that here again oi
courage. Our ganism, when we by meditation should train it through the spirit. Our studies ir
have acquired a more sensitive feeling for it, tellsneditation would neglect an important duty and
us exactly what we must do. If it itself refusesservice if they did not tell young people that
meat, then the hour has come when we may ardrough strong, spiritual meditation, held with
can go over to vegetarianism. No further secrepower in the soul, can help first come in a sphere,
need or longing for meat will come to O$ien we which, among people of the present dayin a
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terribly bad condition.Right meditation
bringsto it successively ordgpurification, a
calming influence and spiritualization.
leads men, even if over a long period, on t
way to becoming spiriftWhere temptations
occur a quiet guiding away to the spirit i
better and surer than violence.

Our way is not thaof unbridled asceti
cism.By this we do not meatiat the helps
often recommended, such as plain foo
bodily exercise, moderate sleep, should B
despised—not at all; we are thinking ¢
other thingsThe wife need not be cold td
her husband, as one often finds in womj§
who, in a selfish waywish to further their =%
own “higher development,” and who th
throw their husbands into bitterness agai
the spirit, or of the straight pathThe earth
ly human faculties of love can be gradual
raised to sharing in the divine creative w
itself, without the commission of sSuclF
errors.This creative will is indeed a divine
will The more naturally everything come : 3 P
from the spirit itself and the less harshne e Five Wodags T Braokiyn Museum ot A

. e Five Wedges

that is necessary to ourselves and others, su
much the better it is. Only the direct struggle fooneself the Crucifixion of Christ in all its terrible
the pure, divine spirit cannot be Baiently severe details, so that one may know the truth about how(it
or earnest. happenedThe throwing to the ground, the stretch

Christ on the Cross—that is the strongest picturiing out, the nailing of the hands and feet, the painfy
on earth for meditation. If we would experience iterecting of the Cross, the hanging by the wounds
anew today it is good first to look into the history ofand their inflammation, the continuous dislocatiomn
Christianity There have been aberrations in twoof the bodythe exposure to sun and insects, the toy
directions, and they will occur again and agé@ime  turing thirst, the bodily agony resulting from the
first aberration is this, that one entered in thoughpainful position and the interrupted flagging circu
into the sufierings of Christ in a way that was morelation of the blood which resulted from it.
personal and sentimentd@he other aberration con  One has the impression that Christians hayje
sisted in this, that one did indeed look at the outwardeen very little conscious of the dreadful reality
event, but pushed it back into the pddte first and that almost without exception their pictures @
error reached its climax in the mysticism of thethe Cross, with the beautifully-carved wooder
Middle Ages. The second error came through thebeams, and their hymns of the Cross, with thejr
religiousness of the Protestants. In the first case vgentimental déisiveness in the face of that reality
have, to use the language of spiritual science, @& notin any case reveal that sincetympassion
deflection towards the Luciferic side, towards theand reverence which we owe to the occurrence. He
side of self-seeking. In the other case we havewaho has once let the Cross in its historical reality
deflection towards the side Ahriman, towards the act upon him feels he could never again in the
side of mental obscurity future live as he has lived till nowas if an

Certainly one ought at some time to represent tabsolutely decisive happening had come to him, as

=2
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if he were barred out, as it were, from his old lifethat it must allow itself to be spread out over th
A feeling comes over him which may be expresseldreadth of the world of senséle are here speak
in this way: “Upon the earth, where such a thingng, in accordance with the senses, of four dire¢
happened to Christ, | can never again seek artlesens, that is to sayof a world of two dimen-
joys. Towards humanitywhich in its midst gave to sions, and are leaving out of consideration the thitd
Christ such a fate, | can only take up a standpoimlimension, the direction upwards, because mattgr
on His side. In the world, in which such a sinhas within itself the tendency always to fall dowr
against God is possible, | can only work with allfrom the upward direction when it can, and tc
my strength for a new worldThis feeling about spread itself out over the level ground.
life, if we have once looked at Christieath upon  This all sounds cold and abstract when we speak
the Cross sincerelys revived again as often as weof it in the language of thought. But it may becom
think of the CrossThe Son of God—tortured fear a living experience. One then really feels the mat¢
fully to death by men—from the day when werial world to be in the form of a cross on which
have seen this, the world becomegedédnt. God is outstretched. In ancient times men have had
Some may think that in this experience everya very strong feeling of such truths in a picture.
thing is contained and that nothing more is nece§ hus in thevedas it is told hoywvhen one reaches
sary but to let it work itself out stronglut that the inside of the world, one finds there the figurg
would be an experience which remained in thef a man who is fastened to a cross, on one side|of
sphere of the soul and which would be no completeim the sun, on the other the modhGod will
spiritual appropriation or penetration of that whichhave man to be what he can become upon earth, [he
happened thenAnd therefore it would appeal must esolve to allow himself to be nailed to the
more to the feelings of an unspoiled soul, which i€ross
already near to Christianjtyout would not con The usual Christian view today assumes to
tribute much to a spiritual understanding of themuch “a chance historical occurrence,” as Lessing
world—and would therefore not be strong enougisaid, and as the Indian critics still saye Father
ultimately to oppose the powers of the presertf the World once resolved—that is more or less
time. The picture of Christ upon the Cross mustiow one represents it to oneself—to redeem the
not today be merely an impression upon the soulyorld and to give His Son to death. From thig
however deep it may be, but must become an alhumanity may judge how great His love is. If ong
inclusive experience of the world, a last illumina looks at Church historyone will keep on finding
tion of the world for us. Goethe'esthetic distaste men who have found a stumbling block to theif
for the crucifix is also connected with this defect. feelings in such an act of the Father of Wierld,
Here it is important to point out that, not onlyas it is described to thermhey can be helped only
was the Cross no chance instrument of torture, buthen they see that Christ has simply revealed thiat
it was from the point of view of the mysteries espewhich is itself the deepest fact of the worlhe
cially apicture of material extience We recognize Father lives on the Cross in this earthly world o
thiswhen we remember the well-known passage iours. He has formed the incredible resolve t
Plato's Timaeusin which this view of the myster stretch out his life over a shattered existerde.
ies is still apparent. In this is mentioned the worldeur life touches this fact of sacrifice. But Christ
soul which is stretched in the form of a cross upohas raised up the Cross upon the earthedivine
the body of the worldWhen, before the present revelation for all men. He has really raisedit
stage of our earth’development, there was only aHe has given it the direction towards the heights.
spiritual world, it was otherwis@ hen the divine In Plato theWorld Cross appears lying down. In
could be immediately present everywhere, as Christ it stands. By this is pictorially expressec
still is today in the spiritWhen the world was that the material existence is now finding its way
spread forth in the four spatial directions, thisupward again.The World Cross stands, since
meant at the same time a decision for the diviné€ hrist, upright upon the earth. (Continued) O
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MYSTIC LIGHT
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Freedom and FreeWill = ek

HE WORD FREEDOM has been | - My Y
variously construed. For some it © j\,{--' '

means little other than the occasion for /"4

licensed irresponsibilityFor many it Vi

defines the principal function required
of the democratic state: to establish and mainta «
the condition that enables individuals to safely |
pursue their own interests and healthy pleasures =

Franklin D. Roosevelt enumerated four free
doms that a government is committed to secure tI' :
people its serves: freedom of speech, freedom =
worship, freedom from want, and freedom frorr ; ’\" 5
fear He called these essential human freedon% .
While Roosevels vision was bold and bracing, noft
government can confer freedom from felarcan
protect from external enemies. But meagtreatest |
enemies are internal and invisible. Our inquiry inte
the nature of freedom will consider its esoteric an
spiritual dimensions. . I IREIe % L g
Inner or spiritual freedom cannot be direCtly e o o o and At callony e (162427 Wiliam Blake (1757

given to an individual, but free will is so given, anc The Recording Angel of the Presence
by its right use freedom can be attained. Parsingy
Goethes familiar couplet, the key that unlocks theboth fulfills and transcends the lafor the Spirit

chains that bind human consciousness to the-maitgeases to act out of self-interest.

rial world is self-control. More correctlyt is self- The cross of incarnation is the the emblem of the

mastery And self-mastery enables self-transcentrials incident to the attainment of freedom. For th
dence.The primary purpose of the Hierophants ofiuman physical body is the arena where spiritu
the old Mysteries and of present-day occult schoolgowers contend to work their téfent purposes.
is to teach the art of self-maste@osmop. 273). But when human action is intentionally and €on
By obeying the law man rises above its restrictionginuously aligned with God’ will through the
Or, as has been aptly said, freedom is gaineitddwelling Christ, the supersensible forces pertair
through the voluntary acceptance of the obligatoryng to the physical, etheric, desire, and though
Christ Jesusliving example proves that love worlds become subject to human will.
frees from the constraints of laWhat is why it ~ The Gospels describe the way to God as strait,
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in Max Heindels phrase, “narrow as a razr  When in a new life similar circumstances aris
edge."This narrow access to the Egdieedom is and the old temptations come before us, the me
also an esoteric fact in occult anatormiie route ory of past sudérings for wrong deeds is present i
by which the spirit leaves the body—as an invisithe seed atom to warn us that a desired or propoged
ble helperan initiate, or at death—is via the pneu course of action is wrong. If that voice of eon
mogastric nerve to the brain and then through thecience is strong enough—and its strength will be
occipital-parietal suture in the skull. proportional to the intensity of pgetorial sufer-
While the science of astrology opens up areas afig—the Ego will have the power to resist th
the soul otherwise closed to all but the most digemptation. If the sdéring was not keen enough,
cerning inquirerfree will is an imponderable and the voice of conscience may not be forceful
beyond the ability of even the most competenénough to prevent a recurrence of wrong doing,
astrologer to calculaté&nd the more evolved the and the consequent post-mortem pain. Eventually
Ego, the more diicult it is for an astrologer to the cumulative ééct of pugatorial sufering will
accurately predict the course of that individsial’ be suficient to direct our actions along right lines.
life. At most, only general tendencies can be iden What we may describe as the freedom of a well-
tified. But persons who live more passively andormed conscience is due to the immediacy of if
reactively are far more subject to direct stellaaction, whereby the right response to a given sitl
influence, and only deliberatefeft can alter their ation comes intuitively and instantaneoudiis
starconfigured behavior intuition is like a bird that ébrtlessly wings its
Freedom is gained by the enlightened exerciseeight on the cradling aifree from the harm that
of free will. It is based on knowing the results thatvould ensue if it fagot how to fly
follow upon specific actions, whether they be spir  Actually, these retained pictures of our proeess
itual, mental, emotional, or physical. It is clear thaing life do not come through the slow physica
freedom is proportional to the amount and qualitgenses, but directly through the fourth or reflecting
of assimilated experience, for the latter teaches wther contained in the air we breaths.oxygen-
how we should conform our lives to Gedtill for  rich blood passes through the heart, it engraves the
us. Our guide in so living is conscience, which igictures it has received from the inspired air upo
the collective memory of sigiring occasioned by the physical seed atom, to be indelibly impressgd
all the mistakes committed during the Egearth  upon the soul in post-mortem existenthe final
ly incarnations. destination of a lifes history is thaNorld of Life
On the basis of the spistpost-mortem panora Spirit, which contains the true memory of nature.
ma, the pictures of its just-concluded life are etched In the World of Life Spirit the individual Spirit
into the desire body and serve as the basis for tisees much more clearly than it can in the denser
Ego’s experiences in Pgatory and First Heaven, worlds. In its high home it is in touch with cosmic
the two regions comprising the DesMorld. In wisdom and in every situation it knows at once
Pumgatory only the scenes where the soul did wrongrhat to do and flashes the message of guidance
are reenacted.here it lives the experiences of andand proper action back to the heart, which gs
suffers as those whom it wrongéthus what we do instantaneously flashes it on to the brain, resulting
to others we do to ourselv8sis is an exact occult in the intuitional impulse, which, because it origi
equation whose truth becomes first-hand fact afiates in th&Vorld of Life Spirit, is always good.
often surpassing poignancy in the desire world. But the problem arises as this point because the
The record of these defings in indelibly quiet prompting from the \@in Spirit may be muf
engraved upon the seed atom of the dense, bodled by the loud voice of passion or dismissed ds
which is the only part of that vehicle the soul takesilly by the crafty voice of reason swayed to serv
with it and keeps permanently from life to life. It a selfish motiveWhen the mind and desire nature
has also been called “the book of the Recordinffustrate the designs of the Spirit by impelling
Angels.” It serves as the basis for conscience. action that ignores the wisdom of experience, both
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Spirit and body stiér. Thus we may appreciate the aptness of the occult saying that “wisdom is cryg
lized pain”; that is, it is our errors and the resultanfesirig that teach us. But this wisdom is of a rega
tive sort in the sense that we learn by experience nied do.We cultivate the virtue of omission.
But there is another way to wisdom. It is not free fronfiesinig, for that is our lot as long as we live in
physical bodies. Sféring is, in fact, our teachénd we may take much of what we feufin the same sense
that we understand the words: whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth. Christian saints joy fidiansaf
knowing they can lighten the burden of Chi&e may revise our idea of what God wants of us: it is not t
be freeof suffering but to be freéor it—that in its purifying fires we may grov&
in wisdom and in spiritual strength. T
The positive side of stéring is that it clarifies and voids conscieus::
ness of egotism, enabling it to open upward toward the realms of spirit:
is in this sense that we may understand Goglives

Who never ate his bread in sorrow
Who never spent the midnight hours,
Weeping, waiting for the morrqw

He knows ye not, ye heavenly powers.

The high road to wisdom is the path of love as described by St. Ibaul in
1 Cor 13 wherein he writes that love feuéth long.The apostle defln@«
love both in terms of what it does not do, that is, by negation, an
terms of what it does, what itfeims. Love bears, believes, hopes, a
endures all things. Love is humble, it has the mind of Chirietse <
are the fruits borne by the tree of love. R
When the pictures of daily events are transmitted to the per
= nent seed atom in the heart they form a record, correct'a
detailed to the last jot and tittle, which may be called the sl
conscious memoryFrom one point of viewfreedom is:
attained to the degree that subconscious impulses are fi
muted into superconscious impulses; that is, when expe
ence has been thoroughly processed and its essence j
porated in life spirit. Superconscious memory is thes |
house of all faculties acquired and all knowledge gai e
in previous lives engraven on the life spirit and marnifg
ing as conscience, conscientiousness, ancctear

The artist gives a fanciful visualization for the engra
of events on the physical seed atom by assigning 1
to act as investigatorsecoiders and messengers.
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Conscience directs us not to do that which i®rought about by the Lucifer Spirits, who needegl
wrong. Conscientiousness prompts us to do th® use the human mind to advance their own deve
things which are right. Conscientiousness is thepment, angels though they wefae Lucifers are
product of former good deeds, which are extractedesponsible for infusing the desire and enthusiasim
in the First Heaven as benevolence and altruisfior knowledge and for instilling in humanity the
and enhance the Egotapacity for future generos urge for freedomrlhe downside of these promethear
ity and well-doing. gifts is that personal knowledge introduces th

Astrologically Saturn is at the root of consciencereality of evil, deception, errpand suflering. The
He warns us to avoid and desist. Conscientiousnespside is that being able to freely choose its de
is not given by a single planet but combines thény ennobles the human Spirit and allows it tc
highest virtues of several planethe highest and consciously participate in the very mind of God
most noble form of conscientiousness requiresather than being good but not virtuous—that ig,
the cooperation of the Sun, Jupitand Saturn. being a docile thrall of divinity“a God-guided
Ultimately conscientiousness becomes virtue, thautomaton” Cosmgo p. 288).
extract of good from the Egopast lives. It acts as  Early steps toward freedom are made by curbirg
an encouragement to keep the Spirit ardently-strivegoism and the desire nature under the auspiceq of
ing upon the path of aspiration. In fhleird Heaven Saturns discipline, especially as it is contained in th
this virtue amalgamates thoroughly with the Spiritfen Commandments, eight of which are expresséd
and becomes a part of it. negatively by the prohibition “thou shalt not.”

The greater the fund of superconscious wisdom, Christ's two commandments ardiahative and
the greater is the certainty of right inner directiorprovide the keys to true freedom: to love the God
with a commensurate sense of freed®hile a Who is love, Whose Son incarnated love and
course of action may still be supremelyfidiilt  enjoined us to love others as ourselves.
(as in electing to die to the life of the personality), The Cross is the symbol par excellence for
the rightness of this choice becomes increasinglyestraint. But it also marks the way of release from
clear and emphatic, assuring the soul and freeirgarthbound conditionsAn essential requirement
the mind from doubt and indecision. for this liberation is conservation of the creative

When we are iiThird Heaven, our Spirit exercises force, or generative puritysymbolized by the
a measure of free will in determining which of severRoses on the cross of the Rosicrucian emblem ard,
al lives shown us by the RecordiAggels we want as Max Heindel writes ihetters to StudentdNo.
to pursueWe are shown the part of our past debts thét3), “the crux of th&VesternwisdomTeachings.”
we are to make good and what fruits we may b# the fall into material consciousness was throug
expected to reap in the coming life. Howewerce a arrogation of the procreative function by persona
choice has been made, no evasion is possitiide  willfulness, converselyliberation from material
we have free will with regard to the future, we cannotonsciousness requires retention and transmutatipn
escape the pastmature (ripe) destiny of the life force.

There was a time when humanity had nofree How can we humans be free if we are encun
dom.We neither knew what it was nor lamentedbered by inordinate self-concernsfle extent to
its absence. In this respect we were like animals-which the moderWesterner is conditioned to the
innocent and ignoranto know freedom we must pursuit and exchange of things, and this includes
have the ability to think, and to know we areinformation, is breathtaking, literallffhe pace is
thinking; that is, we must have an indwellingbreathless and it disconnects from sources of trlie
Spirit that can identify itself as a doémnower inspiration. However things seem, our materidl
feeler andbeer. Initially, this identity could only needs have not changed since latantis—we
be gained by material consciousness and the eggtill require but simple food, shelfeand clothing.
ism such limited awareness engenders. Emersorhad it right:Things are in the saddle and

This fall into physical consciousness waside mankind.
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The excess of egoistic blood brought about bjg
human selfishness had to be sacrificed throughi
cosmic act, so that, despite their independenc
human beings can one day be united in a gre
community This egoistic element was greatly
reduced by the flow of blood on Golgotha, whick
purified the Eartls desire body and made possiblg
Christ’s installment as the plangtindwelling
Spirit. Even so, the modern world is daty the
product of egoism. In fact, according to Heindel
“from a spiritual standpoint, no darker day than th|
present has ever dawnedCdsmo p. 409).
Everything devised by reason and intellect ha
been invented to satisfy egoism, even if indirectly
The entire material culture is the foundation for thi
development of independence through egoism-+
and Christ is the antidote for the excesses of th
trend. Independence itself, howeviemot in oppe
sition to fellowship. Ratherit is a prerequisite.
Communalfriendship can only exist when there is
individual freedom of choice.

On the night of the new moon Aries in 1910, <. Paul in Prison
the Elder Brother outlined the work of the paul was fee of the estrictions of legalistic afinances,
Rosicrucian Fellowship for Max Heindel in the even when in chains or in prison, but he was a prisoner g
Brotherhoods etheric templeThe keynote of the E*%fw'-uoﬁa(sl'ilft’r&‘eﬂvgescguggrg; ﬁfi‘?rHae“ifﬁbgggg\tN}]]eviﬁﬁ'
Bmthers messa_ge was to refrain _frorrganlzfa his swod of truth, writing one of his epistles (lettters.)
tion, or to make it as loose as possible, iersaid,
as soon as position and power are created whi¢lglvise, leaving us free to follow or nofe@achings
may gratify the vanity of men, the temptationof an Initiate pp. 150-151). Clearly such a rela
proves too great for the majority and in the meationship between student and teacher assumes
sure that the free will of members is interferedattainment of a measure of spiritual and ethicd
with, the object of the Rosicrucian Orgey foster maturity But the evolutionary needs of the
individuality and self-reliance, is defeated.Western aspirant require this self-reliance, and th
Heindel therefore decided to call the Fellowship anesponsibility it entails, for he must cultivate his
“Association,” to underscore and help promote thewn inner tribunal if he is to gain first-hand knew!
principle of individual freedom. edge of the truth.

The “obligation” that Fellowship students take It is in this light that we may understand the
as they become Probationers is a promise to-therstatement that the less a person takes on author
selves and not to the Rosicrucian Ordére same the greater is the understanding of Christian Ro4
tender regard for respecting liberty is in evidenc€ross.As mans will develops and his wisdom

QOil on Canvas, 1627, Rembrandt, Staatsgalerie Stuttgart

School.The Brothers are our friends and teachersside suggestion and free to do as he pleas
even as Christ Jesus said to his disciples, “Hen¢egardless of suggestions from others.” He wi
forth...I have called you friends” (John 15:15).  become more and more a law unto himself, an

Moreover the Brothers “never under any condi that law will be the surety of his freedom, for it
tion demand obedience to any mandate of theimill have been acquired through the arduou
nor command us to do this or thAt. most, they process of trial and error in the crucible of daily

throughout the whole range of téestern Mystery increases, “he will become non-amenable te ou]t
S,
I

the
|

e

ty
e

14

RAYS 01



experience and will conform to universal lawsvice was exemplary: “Though | be free from all

governing the evolution of Spirit. men, yet have | made myself servant unto all, that
A passage from Heindsl’ 37th Letter to | might gain the more” (1 Cor 9:19).
Students is relevant to our topWvith his custom Finally, human freedom is secured in the truth

ary ardor Heindel uges us to use our freedomthat man is made in the image of God, whose
wisely; especially as it pertains to what we arerchetype is Christhe prologue to Johe'Gospel
privileged to know: “As we seek freedom so weidentifies Christ as thevord, the LogosThe sat
should not force our openness on others, that haurnian law was given by Moses, but grace and
ing escaped one fetiewe may not be bound by uranian truth were given by Christ Jesiis
anotherfor liberty is the most precious heritage ofTruth that is Christ is to be formed in each human
the Soul...May we all strive to live up to this idealbeing, and it will make him (her) free. “If the Son
of absolute libertyat the same time of course,tak therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
ing care not to infringe on the rights of others” indeed” (John 8:36). Paul says, “Where the Spir,
The first precept for students of Rosicruciarof the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor 3:17hat
teachings is that Christ Jesus will be be our ideails also why he says, “Christ in you, the hope @
St. Paul rallies us to “Stand fast therefore in thglory.” The freedom that shall be attained by eac
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” (Galhuman spirit willprove his sonship in the Father—
5:1). But this liberty is based on an inner alleand yet, each is free to choose Bad-given iden
giance: “He that is called, being free, is Chsist’ tity. Who would no so choose? For we are destingd
servant” (1 Co. 7:22). If we serve the Lord Christfo attain the freedom Christ spoke of when H
we serve others also, as did He, who took uposaid, “I and the Father are one.” d
himself the form of a servant. PauChristian ser —C.W.
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THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of iMesternwisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood.

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour se.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds, Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddEf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and in particular the §
Evolution of the Solar System, the Earth, and its Humanity

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man angl Pl Use Order E
Initiation, EsotericTraining, a Safe Method éfcquiring First-hand gase Use Urder Form
Knowledge, Christian Rosenkreuz and the Rosicrucian Order on page 64

NEW HARDCOVER EDITION: 717 pages, including a 100-padehabetical Index and a 60-pagepical index
PAPER EDITION: 610 pages with 60-pagepical Index. Published byhe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Constantine and
the Esoteric Bible

SWE KNOW from our experience §

with occultism, the Holy Bible has
been given to the humanity of the
Occident by the Recordingngels,
who give to each exactly what they
need for their particular spiritual unfolding.
Although a certain amount of spiritual comfort ang
instruction has been gained by an exoteric readir
of its text, a fuller appreciation of its hidden gem:
and occult wisdom can be gleaned only from |
higher perspective than that allowed by orthodoxy
All too often, the conventional historical §
approach to interpreting the literature of the Bible
leaves the modern aspirant feeding on husks,-stal
ing and full of consternatiorAfter reading it he

often ends up with more questions than he hijStEsesEe : e MR ;
answerSThe tlme has come in our mOdern age fOOiI on wood 1518. Hans Burgkmair the Elder. Alte Pin_akothek, unich
a more catholic (universal) participation in the St. John the Evangelist in Patmos

ancient esoteric approach to interpretation of the

Bible, a time which began with the inauguration ofand figurative language. Howeveilit also

the Rosicrucian Fellowship and the disseminatiobehooves us to independently study what we ca

of its WesternwisdomTeachings. about human historyhuman physiology and
As we approach th@quarianAge during the astrology in order to increase our understandin

next five centuries, we shall find that we haveand thereby free our minds from the shackles ¢

metaphysically come full circle, that we aretraditional belief that may cloud our mind and

increasingly returning to the original meaning ofdirect our focus on the outer to the exclusion of thie

Scripture which the earliest Christian writersinner meaning and beauty portrayed by poetic ar
clothed in oriental imagery cryptic codices. May we thereby hasten the day
No amount of didactic reading can replace theur liberation and Christ, realizing the goal of
fruitage of personal discovery through meditatiorhaving the roses bloom upon our cra@ssd what
and prayerlt is incumbent upon each and everyis this if not to be “born anei by “saving the
one of us to be self-reliant, and to begin or expeseed within” and regenerating.
dite our own search for deeper meaning in To followers of conventional biblical interpreta
Scripture, for the arcane and symbolic referenceon, it may initially sound preposterous to asse

AN

f

16

RAYS 01



that the central theme of the N@wstament is the the claustrum becomes purified, it turns yellow
exhortation that natural or sinful man must regenand white—what is referred to in the Old
erate and cease to “sin” (literally meaning “to fallTestament as the milk and honey which flows i
short”) in the harnessing of his sexual impulseshe Promised Land—and gains integrity when i
But a study of human anatomy and astrologyeaches the solar plexus via semi-lunar ganglia, the
quickly sheds light on obscure meanid@&hile it  Bethlehem of the bod¥
is beyond the scope of this study to elucidate the Max Heindel wrote that while the gospels -nar
meaning of of each of the synoptic Gospels, theate the historical biography of an individual, they
writer would perhaps be remiss if he did not cite aare more importantly formulae for initiation into
least a few key examples of this symbolic interprethe higher life. He also stated that the man Jesus
tation3 actually lived on earth and gave up his lower veh
The 66 books of the (whole) Holy Bible are incles for the use of the Christ Spirit. Some tod
essence 66 statements by 6@edént writers about insist that the historical details of the gospel narr
the same identical subject—the generic humatives are literally infallible andn toto inerrant,
body its chemical and biological processes, and theespite the obvious fact that the four accounts (fie
planetary influences operating to create and bring one includes the “rejected” Gospel of St.
into physical manifestation the visible universeThomas) difer, often widely in the description
Man is law in actionTo no longer be bound by the and chronology of events, with some event
law means being “led by the spirit,” i.e., being arunique to each gospel.
operator and an attribute of the law its&lhe 21st Add to this the fact that the original manuscript$
letter of the Hebrew alphabegchinor shin lack are forever lost, that the oldest and best manp
one letter to complete the alphabety-the 22nd  scripts we have today have been copied hundreds
letter, meaning “cross.” Following are some of theof times over the centuries, and one begins {o
Greek and Hebrew terms used to translate “sin,” appreciate the ditulty in accepting this claim of
“falling short.” In Hebrewasham, heet, chet, hata, inerrancy for the gospels. Some among us, oft¢n
avon (translatediniquity or sin more than 200 novice occult students of the various schools, make
times) peshaor pasha In Greek:harmarita, ppa- the mistake ofoveridealizing the biblical pas
nartano, anamartetos, anomia, parabaimo sages, seeing no historical veracity in them at all
Any act coming under the meaning of sin retards As we begin to perceive the maroften seem
the automatic action of the life seed, which—if noingly conflicting, allegorical references, we do no
interfered with—Iifts up a portion (give one-tenth)know, or we foget that truth can exist on many-dif
of the life essence (oil or secretion) that continualferent levelsWe begin to appreciate the ingenuity
ly flows down the spinal cord (a “strait and narrowof the gospel writers when we realize that they
way”) and transmutes it, thereby increasing itdoth recorded historical eveasdyet managed to
power many times and perpetuating the bodinfuse them with deep spiritual significandéhe
indefinitely, or until the indwelling Ego decides to authors of the Bible were ever ready to defen
dissolve it by vibratory rates set in action by itswhat they had seen and heard against the accusa
inherent will. If Matthew Mark, Luke and John tion of skeptics by quoting the testimony of thos
teach one certain theme, it is the need to transmutéo had seen and heard Christ, fas St. Peter
and attain mastery of the human bodyHebrew averred, “we did not follow cleverly devised myth
for instance Bethlehemmeans “house of bread.” when we made known to you the power and <o
“I am the bread of life,” said Jesus, speakingng of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewit
occultly. nesses of his majesty” (2 Pet 1:16). But Paul algo
The Joseph and Mary of the body are the pinealearly shows that parts of the Oléstament are
and pituitary glands, male and female, and parents be understood allegorically
of the spiritual son born in the solar plexus around There are others who go to the other extrem
age twelveWhen the holy fluid (Christ, oil) from passionately making the claim that our under
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standing of Scripture musH
be strictly limited, and tha
our attempts to garner wi
dom from these ancienj
texts outside a literal rea
ing iseo ipsain vain.While
it is true that all endurin
literature is best compre
hended and appreciated _ .
its language of compositiory B SOV A= | d wliE Bk
and best viewed in the con Fre (c. 1536-c. 1614), Sistine Room, Apostolic Library, Vatican

text of the time and place o The Second Council of Constantinople

; e o Empepr Theodosius @sided over the successor (381) to the first eucumenical coun
Its writing, 1t Is also true convened in 325 at Nicaea, whdhe dogmatic formulas of the Nicene€xt, intoduced
that what makes the workynder Constantine, wenatified andArianism and Donatism werdeclaed heetical,
enduring, especially Scrip-

ture, are its timeless verities and formulae of-nitito the “inspiration of the Divinity"—and to his

ation, with which their mystic composers, such aswn genius. Beyond this, a statue erected at t

the Essenes, were familfar same time shows him holding up a cross with the

The Individuality known to the world as Jesusinscribed legend “By this saving sign | have deliv
continues to work beneficently from the higherered your city from the tyrant and restored liberty
worlds with the various churches tod&ie surely to the Senate and people of Rome.”
hears those who call upon His name. But the Christ If we read the history carefullyve can clearly
is a cosmic Being, an Initiate of immeasurablysee the emgence of a man who would force his
higher staturé. view of the Scriptures on an entire empire

Just how did this misunderstanding of our BibleConstantines conversion influenced the relationg
as a closed book come about? Students of histobgtween church and state for centuries to com
know the unparalleled impact that Constantine th&inder him Christianity became thefiofal reli-
Great (2807?-337), the first Roman Emperogion of the empire and was stimulated by his impe
alleged to have become a Christian, had upon eatrlial patronage and that of his sons. So firmly +oof
Christian theologylt is worth while to briefly out  ed was this new religion that it could not be shak
line some of the more significant acts and beliefen later by the apostate emperor Julian. Seei
of this self-professed believer in the Christian Godhimself as servant of God, Constantine took

Constantine the Great (Flaviug/alerius upon himself to write the NortAfrican Fathers
Constantinus), after numerous civil wars, becam20s) concerning the Donatist schism, and the

the Western emperor in 312D and then sole later, he addressed the Council of Nicaea (325) fo

emperor in 324. Members of his own family maysettle disputes he feared might aid Satan and res
well have been Christians, but we know he wag schism.
personally committed to the faith by 313 when he Perhaps with some degree of sanctimony
issued the Edict of Milan, which extended toteraConstantine referred to himself as the Bishop ¢
tion to Christians, then a persecuted minority secthose outside the Church. Lacking a strong class
He considered himself the 13th apostle. Believingal education, his knowledge of Greek and philog
he was responsible to the Christian God for thephy were poor and he was unable to fully partig

execution of his duties, he attributed his successgsate in discussions or to appreciate the subtle the

(military and otherwise) to this DeitfProof of this ological demarcations then being drawn by churg
can be seen in a triumphal arch he had erected doctors. Instead, he accused partisans of acting
Rome in his honor after defeating Maxentius in thelefiance of the clemency of Christ.

battle at Milvian Bridge, which victory he ascribed Then a mysterious event took place that i
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Giraudon

Détail, attributed to Simon Marmion, third quarter of the fifteenth century, Lorvre, Paris

St. Helen and the Miracle of the True Cross
The mother of Constantine, Helen encouraged therr of
Christianity thoughout the Empé. Legend @dits her with
finding the Tue Cioss (as well as the two thievesiosses

and nails) in Jerusalem aund 327, the wood of which effect
edmany miracles—as the healing of a sick woman (abovef?‘

obscurely referenced and continues tdledfisto

uals must progress in their own good tivie are
not to unduly confuse those in the churches wh

are not ready and willing to ponder the esoteric

meanings of Scripturéfter all, nothing is more
important and more sorely needed in the worl
right now than simple human sympathy and lovin
service. It would benefit us to reflect on what may
well be the most public and emphatic message
the NewTestament—the unconditional quality of
God's love. True or esoteric Christianity will be
restored and universal in the Nevge, and the
message will be that the Christ, just as th
Kingdom of Heaven, is to be found “within you.”
Even so, the Messiah did appear among the Jew
people, as He was for this reason “sent unto tf
people of Israel,” in fulfillment of Jehovah’
promise, yet declared the good news of healin
nd reconciliation even unto the entire plandd
—Rick Manof

rians. During the Council, at the time of the 20thi. or “from above”; Jesus goes on to say that the second birth is

anniversary of the reign of Constantine, he
returned to théVest and promptly had his eldest
son Crispus executed and his own wife Fausta,

water and the spirit, or “wind.” The undeground name for

Christ Jesus was the acronym ICHTHYS, which is also th¢

Greek word for fish, a cosmic cell in the ocean of bodily life,
which—when regenerated through conservation of the lifg
force—reaches the head, where, being born of spirit, dea
loses its power to harm or destroy (he shall never die), for the

Crispus’stepmotherboiled in olil. It is the opinion \arm or , for
f th . h h | . f h consummatum estit is finished,” and an Immortal Spirit is
of the writer that the sole prompting for such a  (re-)horn.
hideous act was that Constantine considered tfeJesus spoke in rI)atrableds tf(t) the r;]ub{i_c, ttehachi?gkhis d!tsciplest1
. . . - . Inner meaning lateana orten exnorting them 1o Keep It secret.
esoteric ecclesiastical views (?f the two as he_retl “I will open my mouth in parables. I will utter what has been
cal. It would have been the belief among his priests hidden since the foundation of the world.” (Matt. 13:35)
: As the poet R. Realf wrote:
that the karmic penalty for such deeds would havé “Great are the symbols of being,
been many difcult incarnations. It seems reason That which is symboled is greater;
able to assume that Constantmehly motive for \éast the Cfer?tel and gege'gf X
obfuscating the doctrine of reincamation at thg 1. aes ot Gairae oy oot
Council of Nicaea was his need to see the blood of glion thru which the seed or Jesus passes to reach the spi

e Sea of Galilee, or Lake Genesareth, is the semi-lunar g&
; £ cord.
Chl’!St, shed by Proxys etema”y stitient for the 5. We also know that Paul quotes at least one line thradtis our
capital ofenses of other%. current Bible.
Constantine was known to be ruthless and cruél Paul admitted that he gave “milk” to those who could not handl
. . instructional “meat.”
to his enemies and doubtless he wanted a Very per jesus once retorted to his accusers that Scripture teaches: “D

sonal vicarious “way out” of his future punish _ you realize that you, too, are gods?” _
9 . .. . .. 8.The fact that the Council members could have been so easily p
ment.” It was perhaps in the spirit of desired famil suaded should not be surprising to the reaGensider for
ial atonement that Helena, Constansnaiother instance, what occupied their time: the lengthy dispute ovq
. ’ whether or not angles had wings, it being decided by a majo|
embarked on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land (326) ity of three in favor of wings, the minority contending that
i i H since Jacob let down a ladder for angels to descend and asce
accompamed by much alm_Sglv_mg’ with the appa_lr there wagrima facieevidence that angels had no wings.
ent attempt to locate the historical places associaf. it was not unusual for a ruler to seek divine justification for con
ed with Jesus in the Gospels, which tradition has ducting way but Constantine went far beyond thighat is
now set up for us today as a quasi-geographical allegiance to a strong personal commitment; this is what, i
and historical reality large part, makes the writer feel that the issue was the applic
All this being said, let us remember that individ

tion of the concept of vicarious atonement to his personal situ
ation.

remarkable is the subsequent development of his new religiolis
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Pentecost Event
as the Human Realization of the New Testament

HE THEME of the OldTestament was Ego-beings—the Sphere of the Fath@ut of the

the preparation and realization of theFather all human Ego-beings originated; and only
advent of Christ in the human bodlyat from the Fathesphere can any influence in harmony
of the New Testament the advent of with the principle of freedom be exercised within

Christ in the human Egolrhe “new human Ego-beingghis is why Christ had to tread
law” is, actually to be no lawbut the formation of the path which led, by way of the Fathento the
the essential nature of the free human Bgnl this  interior of the Ego-beings of meiihis path was,
can only happen by the human Ego absorbing intoutwardly that of death; inwardjyhowevey it was
itself that being whichis the “new law”. This a complete union with the Father
absorption must be something which does not arise The path of Death led to the Resurrection; th

from without, but which comes from the depths ofFather path, howevded to the Pentecost event. Fol

that world in which the human Ego is rooted. asDeathand theFatherare two facets of one mys
As the plant receives its sap from the soil in whichery, so wereResurectionand thePentecosevent

it is rooted, so the being of the Christ-impulse is tawo facets of the Mystery of Golgothand indeed,

enter the human Ego from the soil, so to speak, ithe Resurrection was the victory ovhriman in

which the Ego is rooted. How this was to beeeted the body; the Pentecost event was the victory ov

in the disciples is the content of Chrgstarewell-  Lucifer in the soulAs the Resurrection was a “res

speeches, as recorded in Chapters 13 to 17 of &trection of the body”, so was the Pentecost event a

Johns Gospel.The gist of what was said in these‘resurrection of the soul”.

speeches is: | wagith you as your Master; now 1 go  The Pentecost event was a resurrection of the squl

to the Fatherso that | may b& you, as the Father in the sense that it wakened to life a wisdom whic
is in Me. had become one with the sotihat soul-life did not

Consequentlythe point at issue was that the Egoarise out of mere feelings, but out of mighty-per
of Christ Jesus should pass over into the interior afeptions of the Christ-mystery—such perceptions &
the Ego-being of other men; the Ego that dwelt irarise from the deepest ground of the heafhat
the one human form must find a way into the innetheart” really means may be understood by study ¢
Ego of other human forms, without encroaching, irthe Pentecost evet/hat is commonly understood
the slightest degree, on the freedom of those othby “heart” bears the same relationship to the heg
Ego-beings. experience of Pentecost as the moon does to {

Now, this passing over into the being of anothesun. The twilight of the hears hopes and fears
Ego is only possible by way of that sphere which isvas replaced by the shining day-light @ive-
the primal cause and the original home of all humaknowledge

This is the second of #e consecutive articles on the The imperturbable inward certainty which the

New Testamentpublished by andeprinted hee with the

permission of th&nthroposophic Pess, Hudson, NY 12534, was founded not on authorityot on the authority of
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either the outer or the inner sense=
but on the experience of the reality
love.And because tha&postles expe — |-
rienced this reality in their souls, the= #
also knew how and by what paths
had influenced, and would influence -
the world. They knew too, that that rI".1 |
which they now felt in their souls wag, \\ |
the same as that which dwelt in Chri]!\
Jesus when He preached the Serm .’1
on the Mount and performed the heg '|
ings. And they knew likewise that, ki)
through the Mystery of Golgotha, thit \é

L

force should dwell in men and over
come loneliness and death.

It was out of this experience thza%'~
the Apostles spoke to the bystanderku“
and every man heard them speak | Z4§8
his own languageThis was rendered 22725 R — - A

. Die Bibel in Bildern, Juilius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853)
possible because the speech of t The Descent of the Holy Spirit

Apostles was such that the divisiorThe artist gives an external portrayal of an interior event. The objective Chrig
brought about by Lucifer were overformerly in the Jesus bodgow at Pentecost, thugh the agency of the Holy

. . Spirit, the Spirit of uth, becomes an inner Christ impulse. Consequetity
Come In it. Eecause Lucifer was Varfigures in the illustration should rather be speaking fortimfrinspiration.
quished during the Pentecost event, .

became possible to speak a language which was ad\ow, although the human Ego is the actual cauge
kind of resurrection of the original human speechof the faculty of speech, yet the existence of lan
For it was the risen soul which was speaking; iguage is dependent on the threefolgamization of
spoke the language not of the divided nations, but ¢fie body The astral body is needed to combine th
the human soul. predicative with the attributive, the verb with the
To understand the nature of the Pentecost lagdjective; the etheric bodio connect the verb with
guage, it is not sfitient to have a general idea of the substantive, with the noun; and finaltye
the victory over the divisions brought about byorgans of the physical body must be brought int
Lucifer. The real nature of the process by which thigise to make the spoken language sound in the &
new language became possible in the humgarer Now in passing through the three members of t
ism must be grasped concretélp obtain a more body in order to reveal itself as spoken language, the
distinct view of the process, we must start from thépeech-impulse of the Ego not only acts as an-infl
fact that Man shares his external existence with th@nce on the bodies, but is also itself influenced by
mineral world, his ayanic life with the plant-world, them. In making its way as far as to the physical
and movement with the animal-world—but that hébody the impulse is vastly metamorphosed. In thi
is distinguished from these three kingdoms by th&etamorphosis, the predicative element in the astial
possession of a fourth externally manifestedody is weakened by coming under the influence gf
attribute: namely speech.And by this attribute, the sphere of egoistic sympathies and antipathigs,
another membeibesides the physical, etheric andand by the unconscious likes and dislikes in thi
astral bodies, is revealed in Man: naméhe Ego. sphere, which exercise a restrictive influence o
It is this Ego which makes it possible for Man notspeechThen this restrictive influence results in th

only to participate in physical existence, to live angpeech-impulse in the ethbody taking a folk,
move, but also tspeak a national, direction, and coming to expressio
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eventually in the sounds of someo___ __ L ——
definite language through thegans g7 /. N8 B - '
of the physical body . . !/ o
Thus, through the separate {af g B S, | |
guages, the original purely humd s (R
speech impulse becomes a biased | e
relative phenomenofhis is the con | :
sequence of Lucifés influence in thef
human oganism. But if this influence,
is overcome, as it was, for instance &t
Pentecost, then the speech-impuls¢/s-
so far freed from the restrictive influf ¢
ence of the ganism that it is no J¥
forced to flow into the current of on [,
language onlybut can move with fre l"
activity through the whole circle ¢
human languages. But this means t|
the speech-initiative of the humeé]
Ego can make contact with the sphe

of influence governed by the comple . : . o
ircle of the Soiri fL rSubdued expsssion and classical formality characterizgiotto’s early
circle of the Spirits of Language (trrenaissance depiction of the “Baptism byeFir

Luciferic Archangels) to the extent thi.
it has first acquired the faculty of uniting itself with sciousness of the Folk-spirisnd thus a circle was
the sphere of influence of Folk-spirits (of the normaformed which received the “apostolate” of Christ
Archangels). Then, as the earthly human circle formed itself abo
It was precisely this union with the complete cir one human being, Margo the circle oArchangels
cle of Archangels (Folk [Race]-spirits) which the enclosed onérchangelic Being, the Sophia.
TwelveApostles established in the Pentecost event. The circle of human beings belpand the circle
And this was possible because it is the host aff Fire-spirits (Archangeloi) above, form the arche
Archangels which spreads the revelation of thé&ype of what is made real to men and nations by tf

o 1 g

T LR i
Fresco, Giotto (1266-1337), Cappella Scrovegni, Padua
Pentecost

Christ Mystery among all nationsThat which New Testament. It is the true archetype of th¢

formed, for human consciousness, the content ¢écclesia”, the church, whose task is to bing
the Pentecostal revelation is poured into the life afankind, as well as the beings of the Spiritus
the nations by thérchangels, distributed accerd Hierarchies, into unity in ChrisAnd this unity is
ing to the several parts or “words.” F@ince the not to come about by means ofQanizations and
Pentecost event, it has been the task of thedicts, but by the living flame of the Pentecostg
Archangels, as Folk-spirits, to direct the flow of therevelation. For the essence of the Pentecostat re
Christ-influence into the life of the natiorihe sum lation is not only a comprehensive, intensifie
of their activity is the full Pentecostal revelation ofknowledge of the Christ Mysterput also the gere
the Christ Mystery as it was experienced by theis of the archetype of every true community out G
Archangelic consciousness; whereas, the sum tfie experience of that knowledge.
the Twelve Apostles’ Pentecost knowledge is the The reality of the Pentecost event stood, in histd
full Pentecostal revelation of the Christ Mystery agy, behind thedea of the Church; and this realjty
experienced by the human consciousness. though the impression of it gradually faded, becam
Hence, it was possible for the circle of &gostles later the idea of a community of Christians embrag
to come into union with the circle of tAechangels. ing all nations. So the Pentecost event was the re

For the Pentecostal revelation was an event not ongxperience of freedom in the history of the world—
in the consciousness of Man, but also in the- cora freedom united with the brotherliness of a humble
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equality in face of the sublimity of the all-embrac the paling of its impression, and the masking an
ing Christ Mystery distorting of its outline. Because it is the mission o
But later in world history that experience becamehe Fifth Post-Atlantean Epoch (for the Sixth Epoch,
no longer an idea, but the distorted caricature afalled the Philadelphic, will be founded upon th
one, in the guise of that monstrous human catastr®entecost event), it will therefore be the object of
phe, the French Revolution. For that riewion was assaults from those forces which are endeavoring [to
the exact opposite of the Pentecost ev&miommu  carry out other purposes.
nity of men, conscious of their rights (le droit To understand the events of the last great sectipn
humain) grouped themselves around the figure adf world history it is necessary to know that the
Glory. What Maria-Sophia was in the PentecosPentecost spirit will continue to wrestle throughout
event, that was the imaginary figure of Glory in thethe centuries, and to be constantly engaged in com
French Revolution; and what was the completdat with powers desiring to obscure and distort if.
silence pervading the souls of the disciples who haéor it is the fulfillment of the Newestament, in the
passed through emptiness and loress, now same sense as the advent of Christ in a human bqdy
became a clamorous demand for rights. was the fulfilment of the OIdAnd this is so
The fact that the Pentecost event became theecause the mission of the Né&wstament event,
object both of abstraction and of distortion is onlythe Christ-event, actually consists in causing the
an expression of its importance for the whole histo*new law” to shine forth within mankind. For
ry of post-Christian times. For the Pentecost everhristianity is not a doctrine, but an evefrd that
reveals the true mission of the post-Christian agesvent will receive its full significance when it has
everything turns on the understanding, the preparéound a place not only on the arena of world histg
tion, and the realization of this event, as well as ory, but also within the hearts of men. d

THE ROSICRUCIAN CHRISTIANITY LECTURES

By Max Heindel

authorized Messenger of the Rosicrucian Qrdecomprehensive outline, with

el elivering these twenty lectures in person was one of the earliest activities of th|s
contemporary application, of the Christ-centered truths of Rosicrucianism.

TITLESOF LECTURE-CHAPTERSINCLUDE The

ROSICRUCIAN
CHRISTIANITY LECTURES

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?

SPIRITUAL SGHT AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS

S EER DREAMS TRANCE HYPNOTISM MEDIUMSHIP AND INSANITY
THE ASTRONOMICALALLEGORIESOF THE BIBLE

SPIRITUAL SGHT AND INSIGHT

THE ANGELSAS FACTORSIN EVOLUTION

LuciFErR TEMPTEROR BENERCTOR?

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM, A MYSTICFACT
Please Use Order Form on

page 64

THE MYSTER OF GOLGOTHAAND THE CLEANSINGBLOOD
THE MYSTER OF THE HoLy GRAIL

Paper 374 pages. Includes 35-page index. Published by the Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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FROM MAX HEINDEL'S WRITINGS

The Necessity of Putting Talentsto Use

=

HE CHRIST EXHORTED US to let our Just now people are intensely interested in life aftq

light shine, and in the parable of the talentsdeath. But to answer their questions properly we mugt

He emphasized the points that to whomhave enough of the Rosicrucian teachings by heart apd

much is given, of him much will be we must have them at our fingeesids A little knowl-

required, and that every one, no matter howedge is dangerous in matters of religion and philosophy

little he has received, is expected to put it out to ysuryas well as in other thinggou must have enough and of
to cast his bread upon the waters, so that it may retuthe right kind to make it worth while to enter the field
to him after many days and yield an increade.are of propaganda at all. But it is notfiiult. While it may
now standing near the beginning of another yA#&r be very interesting and instructive to students of th
have received the priceless Rosicrucian teachingRosicrucian teachings who have become deeply-intg
Hence it is required of us that we put this knowledge tested in and have a good working knowledge of th
some use in order to help those of our fellow men whphilosophy to go into the mysteries of periods and evq
have not yet received a solution of the problem of lifdutions, epochs and races, cosmic days and nights,
and are seeking for light. etcetera, still all that is needed to help the man in the
We very properly dislike conceited people who havestreet is a thorough knowledge of the Laws of Conseg-
an exaggerated idea of their own abilities and who borguence and Rebirth as they have been given in eur jt
other people to death with their undesired discourserature.
But the students of the Rosicrucian Fellowship seem to These are the vital principles which concern him
suffer from the opposite disease and temperamentost.They are the meat in the nut of the Rosicrucian
which is just as bad. Self-depreciation, timidignd teachings. If you can give them to a person who is £

® = O

mistrust of self squelch our ability and our talentsdespair either on account of having lost some one near
causing them to atrophpust as do the eyes of animalsand dearor because the whole world seems upsid
which have left the sunlight and gone into caves to livedown and he can find no place into which to fit, no way
or as does the hand which is held inactive by the side get over the dead wall which confronts him, you may
for years and which loses its power to move. Our talsolve his problems for him in a logical and reasonable
ents atrophy if not usedVe shall be responsible for manner by showing how the Law of Rebirth, coupled
hoarding knowledge and withholding it from those whowith the Law of Consequence, is constantly working
are seeking, just as much as the servant in the paralbbe the good of humanifyand how he may gain what
who buried his talent instead of working with it so thatever good he wants by working in harmony with thes
it might become greater two great lawsYou will thus have done him a signal
We have always held that matters. of belief shouldervice, and made considerable soul growth for-youy
not be forced upon the attention of other people, bigelf.
there are thousands of opportunities every year when| would also suggest that classes be formed in the
we may say a word calculated to bring out an inquirywarious study centers to study all that has been said|in
relative to our philosophy on the part of a friendour literature concerning the workings of these tw@
addressed. It is perfectly legitimate to lead people on ageat laws, so that the students may fit themselves [to
long as they are interested. Paul exhorted his followergender important service to the community by helping
to be shod with a preparation of the Gospel, and if wpeople to solve the problems of life which are se ba
follow that rule by preparing ourselves to answer guedling to the great majority
tions intelligently we shall find that people will be | trust that this suggestion may prove of benefit yo
interested in what we have to say during the coming year d
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Birth Control

Clairvoyance
of Children

“Pearls are not
Whiter”

UESTION: The campaign cen
erning “The  Population
Explosion” and birth control
seems to be gaining mome
tum. What do the Rosicrucia
Teachingsdave to say about this matter? :
Answer: Max Heindel states ifVolume 2 of should live a life of continence, not indulging the
Questions anénswers“The matter of population passional nature and seeking by artificial means fo
is not entirely governed by individuals, or by man bar the way for incoming Egos to take advantage
made lawsThe divine Hierarchs who guide our of the opportunity for rebirth &éred them by the
evolution arrange the matter as required for the higlsexual indulgence of such a couple.
est good of all concerned, and the number of the “This naturally requires considerable spiritua
population is in their hands rather than in our ownadvancement and self-contrdhere are few who
“This does not mean that we cannot or shouldre capable of living such a life, and one might gs
not exercise birth control in some degree as sugvell preach continence to a stone wall as to the
gested by those who are responsible for that movaverage specimen of humanitye even believes
ment. It is also true that one must help peopléhat it would interfere with his health, for false
where they are and not where they ought tdhe. statements about the necessity of exercising the
RosicrucianTeachings emphasize the fact that likenatural function has led to many deplorable result
attracts like, and therefore it is a duty on the part diven if he could he persuaded that he ought to
those who are well developed physicaityorally ~ deny himself for the good of his mate and the-chi
and mentally to provide an environment for aglren he has already brought into the world, he
many incoming Spirits as their physical and finanwould probably be utterly unable to restrain him
cial circumstances will permifThis duty is still self, particularly because people in such moderate
more binding upon those who are also spirituallgircumstances can usually notaafl to have sepa
developed, for a high spiritual entity cannot enterate sleeping quarter§herefore it may be neces
into physical existence through a vile parentagesary to teach these people birth control by scientif
But when a couple has reached the point whereiit means.
is deemed either dangerous to the health of the“However, we submit that though they are unabl¢
mother to bear more children, or where the finanto understand the reason why continence should pe
cial burden would be above their means, then thgyracticed, and unable to practice it because of lagk

U

RAYS 01 25



of self-control, the spiritual teaching should be “Pearls Are NotWhiter”

given repeatedly so that as the steady drop wea@iestion | have searched my Bible quite dili
the stone, in time the coming generations will leargently, but nowhere have | been able to find the
to depend upon their own will power to accom quotation relative to the whiteness of the dead
plish the object of keeping their lower nature indog’s teeth mentioned in thEosmo-Conception
check. Without this educational feature looking by Max Heindel.Will you please tell me where |
toward a spiritual emancipation, information eon can find it?

cerning physical methods of limiting the birth rateAnswer: Max Heindel was not quoting from the
in families that are overburdened is dangerous iBible when he related the incident to which yot

v

the extreme.” refer In a second edition of some of the poems of
Jacobi Balde, printed in 1646, may be found thge
Clairvoyance of Children following extract:

Question Are all children clairvoyant?

Answer: Yes, all children are clairvoyant during One evening when Jesus lingérn the market
the first year of life, at least. How long they will place,

remain so depends upon the spirituality of the child Teaching the people parables of truth and grace,
to a great extenthe early environment is also an In the squage remote a aswd was seen to rise
important factor for most children communicate And stop with loathing gestes and abhorring
all they see to their elders, whose attitudec$ cries.

the faculty of clairvoyance in the child. Often ehil The Master and went to see

dren are ridiculed for saying things adults do not What cause for this commotion and disgust
understand, and this lack of sympathy and unde could be;

standing greatly hurts their sensitive natures. And found a poor dead dog beside the gutter

In such cases they soon learn to shut out tt laid:
scenes which engender the ridicule of their parents Revolting sight! at which each face its hate
and other relatives, or at least they learn to kee  betrayed.
such experiences to themselvdthen listened to, One held his nose, one shut his eyes, one turned
they often reveal wonderful things, and at times it away
Is possible to trace a previous life by information And all among themselves began aloud to say:
from a little child.This happens particularly if the “Detested ceatue! he pollutes the earth and air!
child died as a child in the previous life, for then it His eyes a& blear! His ears a foul!
would have been in the InvisibWiorlds only from His ribs ae bae!
one to twenty years, so that it is possible to verify In his torn hide the¥'s not a decent shoestring
its information. left!

Children who in their previous lives died as €hil No doubt the execrable cur was hung for theft!”
dren are much more apt to remember the past andhen Jesus spoke anaddped on him this saving
to be clairvoyant than other children, because the wreath:
vital and desire. bodies are not born at the saméEven pearls ae dark befoe the whiteness of
time as the physical birth of the child, but at seven his teeth!”
and fourteen years of age respectivélfhat was
not quickened cannot die, so if a child passes out This poem is based on a tradition preserved hy
before birth of the vital body or of the desire bodythe Mohammedan poet, Nizariihe tradition may
it will not go into the Second aridhird Heavens, but be found inSwemerThe Moslem Chrispage 148.
will stay in the Desir&Vorld and will be reborn with Max Heindel made an extensive study of ancient
the same desire body and mind that it possessedrgligions and during his research work he deub
its previous life.Therefore it will be very much less contacted the poem quoted, or the origingl
more apt to remember what happened then. tradition. d
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Thinking and Speaking
as Taught in the Bible

T HAS BEEN SAID by eminent scholars The great Initiate, Jeremiah, said: ‘han’s
that the realization of the creative power ofword is his only burden¥e are all laboring under
thought in man is the greatest discovery o& heavy burden of causation caused by olrr
the modern era. But when we turn to thathoughts, words, and deeds of the past.
wonderful mine of occult lore, our Christian  The Christ concept is, “My words are spirit and
Bible, we find that the power of creative thoughtthey are life.”"When we spiritualize our lives by
was demonstrated and taught by the gfeathers pure thinking and by conserving and transmuting
and Initiates to their pupils and disciples. the life essence, we shall be able to speak that
Christ Jesus by this power fed 5000 men besidé¥ord which shall heal the sick, cause the blind t
women and children on five loaves and two smaléee, the deaf to beaand the lame to walklhis

|®)

fishes. power when developed within us will cause the
St. Paul tells us that “we understand by faith thaRose to bloom at the larynx.
the worlds were created by tiiéord of God.” If we would speak only truth, we cannot criticize

In the Rosicrucian School we learn thatWi#-  others nor condemn their actions. It is only as we
Wisdom-Activity principle of the Threefold learn to bless those who persecute us, pray fpr
Godhead is formative and creative and that by thithose who do evil unto us, that we attain spirtua
Threefold Power universes are creafBuis is the ly and grow into the power of truttWhen we learn
same power which man uses in building his bodin all love and humility to return toward those whqg
and environment. are unjust in word and deed the pray&tay the

The unconscious activities within us, such agpower of Christ Jesus awaken within you so that
digestion, secretion, beating of the heart, etc. wegeou may do His holy will,” then we make of eur
once parts of our consciousness. Eveganrwas selves, and then onlyit channels for the Elder
once a desire current and before that an impulse Bfothers to use in their service for humanity
consciousnessThoughts which we consign to Oh, that we could all be strong enough to do gs
oblivion every day are simply stored away toDaniel did, when helosed his door to the street
become substance of our bodies. Is it surprisindput opened his window toward Jerusalem
when we consider the aimless thinking of many The atmosphere about us is full of negativ
people, that man must return so many times arttiought forms, some sent out malicioysly
build new physical bodies to inhabitese are the many ignorantlyBut when we wear the armor of
houses which are built on the sand and which win@hrist they cannot touch us. It is only as we opéen
and storm destroywhen we learn to think cen the door of our consciousness by entertaining
structively we shall build houses upon the roclkanger jealousy hatred, and by misusing the life
against which neither wind nor storm can prevailforce that negative thought forms find lodgment
as described by St. Matthew within us. “This is the door that no man openet
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and no man shutteth for us.”
Ella WheelerWilcox has given us the following
lovely little poem:

Words are real forcesin the realm of life;
Be careful of their use. Who speaks of hate,
Of poverty and pain, setsrife

These elements to mar his fate.

Where love and peace and happiness hear
Their names repeated day by day,

They win their way like answering fairies near,
And nestle down within our lives to stay.
Who speaks of hate but conjures into shape
That awful form and gives it life and scope
Thisis the law; then speak no word

That does not breathe of everlasting hope.

We can if we will cross unharmed, as did th

Israelites, the Red Sea of doubt, uncertaiatyd

discouragement.he passover of a new life, regen

erate and redeemed, is set beforaNesare indeed
on the Kings Highway 0
—Corinne Heline

TouGH LovVE

Humans: O God, what should we do?
God: Use the mind I've given you.
Humans: But which paths rise

and which paths fall?
God: Experiment. You'll find the law.
Humans: Our burdens are heavy all life long.
God: I challenge you to make you strong.
Humans: Life is hard, with pain beset.
God: When laws you break,

that’s what you get.
Humans: We are afraid,

we may not survive.
God: Whatever happens,

your spirit will thrive.
Humans: And in the end,

what will we become?
God: Glorious gods with creative wisdom.

—Elsa Glover
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ASTROLOGY

History’s Greatest
Land Battle

N AUGUST 23, 1942, 1,00
Nazi planes devastated t
thirds of a once beautiful ci
stretched along 30 miles 12 Noon GMT
Russias Volga River sig Johndro Chart
nalling the start of the battle of Stalingre ¥
Some 164 days latethe remnants of a on
proud army—it had conquered France in 1
—surrenderedThe stars tell why
The Russians, the defenders, are desc
by the Descendant. In it, we note the Sun i
own sign, also Mercury thus positddhe latte
is flanked by Mars (physical emgf) anc
Neptune (psychical ergy, or spirit), all ir
practical, prudent, dedicatedirgo—a powerful the question was not if, but when Field Marshall
combination: bodymind, and spirit are united. In von Paulus would succumb.
the charts 6th house, Russg@l2th, aré&/enus and OverextensionThat caused Hitler to lose the
Pluto: suppressed emotions. Had the defendeesme battle which, more than any othsealed his
been swayed by feelings—hungeold, fear— doom.The irony is, inWorld War 1, in which he
they would not have survived. had fought, the Germans committed the same
Yet this battle was not so much won by one sidblunder: their lines were too tenuous during the
as lost by the otherthe Germans, who are First Battle of the Marne, which was the battle they
described by thé\scendant, Its rulerUranus, is needed to win. Hitler claimed to be a student qgf
square the nodes, a fateful indication; its co-rulehnistory: had he never read what happened to the
Saturn, which is also ruler of the 12th house o6reeks, the Romans, the Spanish, and other armjes
self-undoing, is widely conjunct Uranus, both inbecause of overextension?
Gemini and the 3rd house of communications. Overextension. How powerful a temptation! In
Gemini, negativelyis the sign of overextension: ones personal life, its lure may be due to the fag
the Germans lost because of overextended supglyat the word has something of an innocent ring 1o
lines! it; nowhere does the Good Book s@you, shalt
We note the Moon, ruler of Russial2th house not overextend!
of secret activities, about to enter Germari2th But doesrt it? Before we “overextend” finan
houses her “redrThe Russians moved stealthily cially, we need to read Romans 13:8: “Owe no man
secretively behind the main body of the Germans’anything.” Ere we “overextend” by taking on too
overextended forces, cut thenf,adnd ever after many activities, the admonition of 1 Corinthians

Stalingrad
August 23, 1942

oo

~t

RAYS 01 29



3:16-17 should be considered: “Know ye not tha
ye are the temple of God...? If any man defile th
temple of God, him shall God destrbyor too
many activities could undermine our health.

When tempted to overextend we would be wis|
to ponder Isaiah 54:2: “lengthen thy cords, ani
strengthen thy stakesThe former requires the fat
ter. Thus, Martin Luther wrote that when he was
busiest, he prayed 3 hours a day!

Our Lord once described a man who ha
“overextended”: “He said, this will I do: I will pull
down my barns, and build greateBut God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee.” (Luke 12:18, 20) Fqllspiritual
ruin—that was our Lord@’ opinion of “overexten
sion.” Has it become ours?

1. Since the “De-Stalinization” of the 1950'Stalingrad has also
come to be calleffolgograd and appears under that name in
many maps.

2. For some sympathetic suggestions on how to avoid “overexte
sion,” the reader is referred to Letter No. 54 a8¢éThrough

Scattering One'Forces,” in Max HeindelLettersto Students,
p. 131. d

—A Probationer

Windows of the Soul

Let there be many windows in your soul
That all the glory of the universe

May beautify it. Not the narrow pane

Of one poor creed can catch the radiant rays
That shine from countless sources.

Tear away the blinds of superstition.

Let the light pour through fair windows,
Broad as truth itself, and high as heaven..
Tune your ear to all the wordless music

Of the stars, and to the voice of Nature;
And your heart shall turn to truth

And goodness as the plant turns to the sun.
A thousand unseen hands reach down

To help you to their peace-crowned heights;
And all the forces of the firmament

Shall fortify your strength.

Be not afraid to thrust aside half-truths
And grasp the whole.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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ASTROLOGY

Johfra and the Signs
of the Zodiac

Capricorn and Aquarius

CAPRICORN
APRICORN, THE MOUNTAIN GOAT Or
ibex, is a negative sign, the third eartr
sign, so earth in resolutiomhis is the
ign at the beginning of wintewhen
the sun is at its lowest; the arc of the
sun is at its shallowest and the darkness outsic
and rest and hibernation in nature are at their pec
and the embryo is in place for the coming light
that begins to grow from this moment on. Saturn i
the ruler It is this natural event that | have taken a il
my leitmotif in conceiving this painting. &
The background of the picture forms a greagi*e
skull (1), the symbol of death, through which thej
sun rises (2)The suns rays push the darker firma
ment aside (3) to cast a golden gleam over tt
rocky landscapeThis return of the light brings
new life with it, illustrated by the small children ™ - —
breaking loose from the Saturnian rocks (4), andneaning to the sign, a statement for the self-evol
similarly, by Apollo, the sun god, who wrenchesing human being born under it: that he should-red|
himself away from the dark clutches, crushing théze his potentialAs archer in the former sign, he
snakeApep, Egyptian symbol of darkness, undemaimed his arrows of thought at a raiseg¢srNow
his foot (5). The sun hero Hercules also pins ahe should realize these ideals in ste&dyd work.
crocodile down under his foot—an Egyptian sym The goat climbs higher and higher up the mountajn
bol analogous t&pep—while he squeezes a snakeand does not rest before reaching the lonely pegk.
to death in his other hand (6). In Greek mythoJogyThere is, howevea firm law of hature—thavery
Hercules carried out his first heroic deed by killingaction summon up a courdaction. So heretoo,
two snakes that fell on him while still only in his the Capricorn native meets his Saturn, his opponent.
cradle. It is a generally held misconception that Satur
Besides this macrocosmic symbolism relating tas a maleficent and cursed planet. In fact, it only
the return of the sun, there is also a microcosmiarings misfortune in the materialist sense. Spiritually
This is the second of six articles comprising both text anEhe opposite is true. Saturn, the crystallizing
paintings by the artist Johfr&Raysreprint permissions have principle, or Chronos, time, provides oppositior]
been graciously granted by JohBatife, Ellen Lorien. through which each work is judged and eventually
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finds its correct form. Saturn, who brings us thehe living waters of his new insight from the heigh
obstacles and problems, is the great teacher anfl his acquired consciousness over those who
initiator. No work can be called complete that hasre still in the valley belovHe is the humanistho
not been expressed in firm matter and has not withwill not rest before he has imparted his nev
stood the test of time. knowledge to others.

Initiation takes place in the cave, in the deepest The border between the self and the non-self |s
depths of the kingdom of Saturkll sun gods and not respected here. Far fromTihe Aquarian lives
heroes were born, hidden, or brought up in a rocky total awareness of the unity and kinship of his
cavern at a time when the light was at its weake$llow men.The consciousness of self in this phasg
—Mithra, for example, Hermes, Zeuspollo, does exist, but it is pushed to the background, and,
Dionysus, and even Christ, who came to earth inas this is done, the borders are broken downp.
rocky stableThat is why | have painted Saturn asThis blurring of borders, especially in the macro
FatherTime, in front of a cave, a gateway cosmic sense, between power and matpirit

Now come the magical seals of the planet Saturand bodyis the basic characteristic of our preser
and its hierarchy of angels and spirits: left, thelay In astrological circles this is attributed to the
planetary seal is engraved in a stone next to theew spirit that, under the influenceAduarius, is
small Hercules (7)To the left of the cave is a+4ri poured out over the world and to which everyon
angular stone, because three is the number ofust reactThis thought has been my leitmotif in
Saturn.This is particularly associated with Binahthe painting of the sign. | wish briefly to examine
in the Cabalistic tree of life. Binah is the thirdthe Aquarian influence.
sephira at the top of the left pillar of severifhe The moment in spring when the days are th
astrological symbol of Capricorn is engraved irsame length as the nights, the spring equinox, does
this stone (8). Just above that is the sign of theot always fall under the same sign of the zodiag;
planetary spirit Zazel (9)Above the cave the it changes because the sloping axis of the eaith
threefold signature of the archangel Cassiel (10jnakes a slowly spinning movement—it move
Right under the goa’hooves is the astrological back over thirty degrees in 2,156 years. Shortl
signature of the planet Saturrilf1To the right of before the universal adoption of the Roman calen
the entrance to the cave, engraved in the stone,dar, the spring equinox lefaries and entered the
the sign of the planetary intelligenggiel (12). In  sign of Pisces; it will soon be enteriAguarius.
the bottom right-hand cornesn a stone, is the seal Tradition has it that when this equinox enter$

—

D

of the planetary spirirathron (13). another sign, a new spirit will be awakened in the
people.When it entered the sign of Pisces, th¢
AQUARIUS Christian religion came into beinghe symbolism

tive sign, the last of the air triangle, so airdisciples were fishermen, and they later became
in resolution.The sun is irAquarius at the fishers of menThe multiplicity of bread and fish

end of January when the deepest darkness givegeaks for itself too, just as the bistophiter
way increasingly to lightAquarius’'ruling planet which takes the form of a fishhead. In the oldest
used to be Saturn, but since the discovery gdaintings and in the catacombs, the fish is oftegn
Uranus in 1781, this planet was attributed taised as a symbol for Christ.
Aquarius because many facets of the sign were notThey say that every age (cosmic century)-pos$
satisfactorily explained by the influence of Saturnsesses its own particular spifitie Pisces age was
As far as mars path of development through theruled by devotion and a readiness to sacrifice.
zodiac is concerned, this eleventh sign is chara&aith, hope, and love were the virtues of the tim¢

terized by transcendence and fluidity of movemerds were modesty and a gentle courdgpese were
across all borders. Having climbed the mountain ithe ideals, however much they may or may nc
his Capricorn phase to renew himself, man poursave been realizedhe Piscean age also saw the

Q QUARIUS, THE WATER CARRIER, IS a posi  of the fish is very obvious here: most of the firs

—
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contradictory depths of intolerance and materialis
Knowledge and philosophy became more an
more materialistic.Towards the end of the age
came wars and mass murders whose extent
horror the world had not previously known.
Although we are not yet out of this stage, there h
been a visible change since the French Revolutio
the beginning of a new spiritual climate, particu
larly among the modern younger generatibhis
is where the glimmerings of a new age can be se

Although the equinox has not yet entered th
sign ofAquarius, the influences of the old and th
new are clearly overlapping. Next to or under th
established order that is obviously approaching i
end and is draining itself in a gg-scale cultural
and economic debacle, a lot is going on that poinf
in a completely dierent direction.

Since the discovery of radium and the subsq
qguent discovery that atoms can, after all, be spli¢
our materialistic image of the world is quickly
breaking down. Knowledge is transcending itselfcosmic terms, is more than just symbolical.
Parapsychologywhich has broken through our | have built all these characteristics into the pic
image and space, is an example of Where one ture in vague, fluid forms which are borrowed
used to see man in totally mechanical terms, orfeom the spiralling air streams visibly formed in
thinks now more and more in terms of fields ofaerodynamic wind tunnels (Ifhese movements
power Given the splitting of the atom, matterrepresent the electro-magnetic waves of the neg
appears to be an aspect of giyeand vice versa. age that are poured out by the water carrier ov
Theoccult, too, magic and astrolg@gye no longer so the earth; everything is transcended through the
lightly dismissed as superstition, but are cautiouslyhe all-ruling Uranus radiates out over the worlg

_ like a spiritual sun (2).

Seven lotus flowers drink up this new current of
power They are the seven chakrascording to
Tantric Hindu doctrine, seven psychicgans
reside in the astral body of man and are linked {o
our central nervous systes ‘wheels’of psychic
enengy, they suck in the life powethe Prana, tak
being examined by forward-looking scientists.  ing care of our vitality in the process.

On the social level, human rights and equality Spiritual influences are taken in with the Prang,
without regard to race and religion are now generand these then determine our spiritual state. In th
ally accepted norms, the result of the influencgainting the flowers also form a Menorah, the hol
coming fromAquarius whose general characteris seven-branched candlestick of the Jews, represent
tics are insight, equalityfreedom from dogma, ing the seven lights before Gedhrone (3).
freedom of speech and, especidiindred with all In the background, the former ruler Aduarius
people. Diferences and borders are erodingis worked into the skull motif. It is the gateway of
Aquarius brings unityThat man has literally cen initiation, the gateway of Saturn. In the distance, the
quered the black power and left the earth to travelilgrim passes through the gateway on his palifeof
in space, and because of that has begun to thinktim Mount Salvat where the raised castle of the Grgi
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has never been associated with the hierarchy pf
angels and intelligences. For the same reasdn,
there are no references to the Cabalistic tree of i
That is why | have only depicted the astrologic
signature of the new ruler Uranus (top left) (5) an
the old ruler Saturn (top right) (6). Beneath th¢
middle lotus flower the symbol ofquarius is
i oy - . formed in the waves of power (7).
beckons him from the UnivedlsConsciousness (4).  The lines of the frame are borrowed from thg¢
Because Uranus was only discovered when tHéwing movements characteristic Aft Nouveau.
mediaeval system of magical correspondences hddnis period in art was, in my opinion, the first clear
already been developed for some time, this planét to show théAquarian influence. (ContinuedJ

o

GOD

Some only see God in the Bible,
Writ by inspired men

Whose hands made it the record
As Omnipotence guided the pen.

I have heard God speak on the seashore

In the wave as it crashed on the sand

And my weak heart has answered in tremors
Kneeling low at the awful command.

Far up on the mountain I've clambered
O’er the rocks to the height sublime,
And there has my soul in the silence
Conversed with the Author of Time.

I ‘have felt there the press of His finger
Touching the strings of my soul,

Till the senses were lost in the music
And became a part of the whole.

I have seen His smile in the moonbeam,
In the calm of the peaceful lake;

I have seen His frown in the tempest,

In the roar, in the crash, in the shake.

I have seen the reflex of His visage

(No one sees His face and records)

In the vivid bolt of the lightning

As it wrote on the clouds mystic words....

I feel His presence o'er me

As | stand in the midnight hour
And note the planets above me,
The gems of His crown of power.

I breathe His breath in the red rose,
Inhale God in the perfume,

And mark His finger of beauty

In her delicate, lovely bloom....

I see in the works of His creatures,

In the fruit of man'’s toil and thought,

A wisdom, a knowledge, transcendent
Which only God’s mind could have wrought;

The dream of the painter and sculptor,

Who create from their brain Beauty’s sheen;
The song of the poet who loves her
Though she be seen or unseen;

The touch of the lordly musician
Blending his soul in the keys

Till the organ cries out and echoes
Heavenly harmonies—

All show the Master mind working
Its pleasure the creature upon;

In Nature and Art I can see that
God and all Beauty are one.

In Niagara's thundering torrent,
In the lark’s glad uplifting song,
In the heavenly smile of an infant,
In the battle of Right over Wrong,

Is God revealed to his creatures.
No need for prophet or seer

To prove Divinity near us—

All his works cry out “He is here.”

—Samuel Watson Wheeler
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ASTROLOGY

Pluto, Planet of
Death and
Regeneration

YTHS THAT have come
down through the ageg
represent great truth
The ancients knew thost
who were illumined
would know the inner meaning of th
myths while others would think of them a
fairy tales. In mythologyPluto was one of
the twelve great Olympian gods who dwe
on Olympus. Zeus (Jupiter) was the chig
The oldest of the brothers was Satura. -2 il :
h|m was given the rulership Of the eaﬂ Engravmgl,:)flrom IIIustratlons.forI:‘:ante’s Inferno, Gustave Doré (1833-1883)
. uto and Virgil
and all that dwelt on it. He represents tlthe poe and artist imagination conceive of Pluto as the prisoner of 3
first law of manifestation—the law of lim tormented soul rather than as &k mytls potentate of the netherworld.
itation. We all have to pass the tests ui
Saturn before we are free of the unlit self, the perelationship between the higher aspect of Plutt
sonality Every one of us on earth is under Sasirn’which is Minerva, and Neptun&he symbols are
dominion as long as we are bound by the personatorth pondering./—This symbol is the Moon
ity. The symbol ] shows the Moon, the unlit (personality) pierced by the Cross (symbol of eart
self, held down by the Cross, which is the symbdiving); ¥—Minerva [GreekAthend, the higher
of earth living. In the Pisceahge this part of us aspect of Pluto is the symbol of spirit above the
had to be crucified. Not so in tguarianAge. chalice, the Moon uplifted above the cross of earth
The Avatar of this age will not be crucifiedhe manifestation. It is very possible that the exaltatiop
personality will become the servant of the reabf Pluto will be given to Pisce— The lower
Self, and take its proper place as a channel througispect of Pluto [Greekladeg is symbolized by
which the power of the Essential Being can flow the Moon in the quadrant of the cross that denotgs
One of the Olympian gods was Poseidon, anothhe eighth and ninth house in the chart. Pluto is the
er name for Neptune, which rules a water sigre  death of the separated self. Minerva is the regengr
three water signs are Cancarled by the Moon; ation and rebirth that brings us to the wisdom that
Scorpio, ruled by Pluto; and Pisces ruled bys inherent in every child of earth.
Neptune. It is our belief that there is a very strong Pluto, one of the brothers of the Olympian gods,
was given the rulership of the underworld—all that

The text of this article iseprinted with permission dm ; ;
Isabel Hickeys Astrology, A Cosmic Sciencepublished by was buried in the earth. It [the planet] rules

CRCS Publications,.B. 1460, Sebastopol, (#5472 Scorpio, the sign of the death of the personality

‘ou| ‘suonedliqnd Janod
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and the birth of the soul. Every seed must bwaters of the lower emotion$his explains why
buried in the darkness of the earth before it caafter a spiritual retreat or a spiritual mountain-to
break out of its shell and come up into lighl. ~ experience, we have to come down to the vallgy
growth must begin its life in the dark. Every seedand be plunged into earth matter to face the mugk
even a human seed, needs that darkness before iared mud in ourselves so that the light of Minerv
ready to reach toward the light. Pluto representghe insight we have gained) can dry it Wipis is
that life in the dark. Minerva represents the lightllustrated so well in the scriptures in the story o
that is reached when the life force in the seetoses. He had been on the mountaintop with Gog.
breaks its shell and pushes through the earth aMbuntains are always the symbol of high peaks of
grows toward that light. spiritual consciousness. He came back to the val
Pluto is a dark planet, and it is part of an inferiley and wondered what he was going to do with the
or solar systenilhe vibration of the earth is speed wisdom he had gained. He heard the voice of Gqd
ing up, and there will be those who cannot take thgay “Take of your shoesThe place on which you
increased vibrations that are bombarding the earitand is holy ground.” Shoes represent the cove
to raise its vibratory keynotall the evils that have ing of the understanding. He was being told tha
been submeed and hidden for so long are beingwhere he was at that moment was where he mu
brought to the surface to be faced, cleansed, amebrk, and where he must bring in the light he ha
changed. It is the Plutonian eggrat work behind gained. Only by using the light we have gaine
the chaos and confusion that is sweeping the- plarnight where we are functioning can we move on t
et. The ancient wrongs and evils must be eliminatgreater opportunities and greater accomplishmen
ed.There is always the darkness before the dawn. Astrologers had known of the existence of Plut
The light that lies behind the outer aspect of Plutsince earliest timesThe priest-astrologers of
will reveal itself if the individual will let it through. antiquity gave Pluto rulership of the land of the
Every enegy that challenges us has two polesiead, Hades, and all the wealth beneath the surface
that act as attracting force%s individuals we are of the earthAstrologers were so certain of Plgo’
pulled by both of them until we find the balancingexistence before the announced discovery that the
force in the third force which is the center betweemvas little left to do except to study its physica
the two opposing pulls. Pluto represents the undecharacteristics and determine its place of rulership.
world of the unconscious. It is an extremely pow The search for the planet Pluto began when dis
erful force which has rulership over the instinctiveturbances in the orbit of Neptune were recorded Qy
S
r
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forces that lie buried deep in the unknown part ostronomers. (It was when eccentricities wer|
ourselves. Pluto wears a helmet, symbol of irvisinoticed in the orbit of Uranus that the search fqg
bility. Minerva also is pictured as wearing a-helNeptune began.)
met, and she sprang full grown from the head of The announcement of the discovery of the plar
Zeus. (JupiterZeus, is the symbol of the super et Pluto was made on March 12, 1930, from the
conscious self.)fhere is a very negative side toLowell Observatory at FlagstafArizona. From
Pluto. That side is as low as its higher aspect ithe very beginning its fhity with the planet
high. When mob rule takes oveahe negative side Neptune was very obvioushe discovery of Pluto
of this enegy causes individuals to act far morewas the result of research begun by Bercival
viciously than any one of them would act by him Lowell, in 1905.The planet was first noticed on a
self. In todays world the HelsAngels and the Mafia photographic search in January 1930. Once recqg
are representative of this negative side of Pluto. nized, its course was followed on numerous photo
When we strike the highest vibration in our €on graphic plates until the time of the announcement,
sciousness, there is an equal and opposite vibratiomde by Clydefombaugh, a member of the $taf
struck in the deepest and lowest sub-basement aff the Lowell Observatory
ourselvesThe beast stirs and comes up for trans Pluto’s statistics have raised more questions in
mutation.This is the lower Scorpio aspect of Pluto,scientific circles than they have answered—
and shows the necessity of cleansing the swanfcorpio trait indeed! It is the farthest out (3.64
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ber of degrees with respect to the Eartbrbit.
Pluto is the only planet which passes within th
orbit of another planeAt perihelion it is closer to
the Sun than Neptune is at its aphelion. Pluto do
not seem to turn on its axis as do the rest of the
planetsThis is just one more aspect of its seeming
lack of conformity to the natural laws of our solal
system.

The above facts have led scientists and
astrologers to believe that Pluto is not a natural
planet in our solar systerithey are correciThe
planets beyond Saturn were given to us to speed up
our earths evolution. The term “Prisoner” or
“Captive Planet,” used in some discussions of Plutp,
may also be correct. It is truly a dark planet
Clairvoyant investigation shows it to be a prison
house for those who over eons of time hay
refused to take the path of evolutidime fact that
at its perihelion (the closest point to the Sun in her
orbit) Pluto is closer to the Sun than Neptune at ifs

“Beatrice am |, who bid thee go."—Infernti, 70 aphelion (furthest position from the Sun in its
So does the higher SeIf_instruct the earthly ego to enter i”tBrbit) gives food for thought to the spiritually curi
the plutonian depths of its psyche and know itself—in full. )
ous student. If compassion and empathy (the very
million miles) from the Sun, and it is the last planegssence of Neptune) are as far away from the indli
added to those already known in our solar systernidual as is possible, a regeneration (Pluto) is neg
Even with the assistance of the most high-poweregssary Pluto, covewup for Minerva, goddess of
telescopes, Pluto cannot be seen with the nakdisdom [akin to Latirmens mind], in its highest
eye. It appears only as a tiny dot on photographigeaning relates to Universal Consciousness. Sorpe
film used in the highest powered and mosthere are who have to go down into the darknessto
advanced telescopes. In essence, only those wfiad her The descent into Hell (or Hades) of
can respond positively to Neptune and its highljpantes Divine Comedygives a clue to the mean
spiritual rays can hope to understand and responag of Pluto.There is always a descent into the
rightly to the Minerva aspect of Pluto. darkness of the underworld of ourselves before we

Pluto broke up a similarity that previously exist can ascendAt the beginning of Dants’Divine
ed in mathematical proportiong/ith the excep Comedyhe finds himself in a dark forest and very,
tion of Mars (lower octave of Pluto), planets fromdejected.Then he sees a hill illuminated by the
the Sun out to Jupiter (igest planet in our sys Sun, and meetgirgil who is the symbol of human
tem), increased in size proportionatelyrom reason. Dante sets out to climb the hill, but wild
Jupiter out to Neptune, they decreased in size prbeasts, representing the unconscious darkness in
portionately Plutos size, about half the size of ourhimself, bar the wayHe must first make the pil
own Earth, was too small to fit the formulehe grimage through (not around) Hell, or the depth g
distance from the Sun also followed an almost pehis own underworld.
fect mathematical progression, until the addition of
Pluto. The orbits of the other planets follow apat Pluto’s Meaning
tern in that they are almost parallel to each other Pluto is the slowest moving of all the planets
Pluto, on the other hand, fiifs from them in that and its journey through the twelve signs of th¢
it is more elliptical, and is tilted the greatest naumZodiac takes 247.7 years. It stays in the sign
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Taurus longest, taking 30 years to complete th
transit, and the least amount of time in Scorpio. PLUTO KEYWORDS
stays in its own sign or_lly 12 years. Positive Expression Negative Expression
g nen 2 et e o to e Herrely | Consecraion  Desecrator
evolutionar r);cess of rgnan From theeé)e innin REIBlT DUl
there has byegn division of o. inion where Igllutc: i el Uil S et
concerned.Whether it is mpalefic or benefic; COrSEUEDon DESHUEIEN
whether it .rules Scorpio @&ries; whether it is of1 s Floniig e IS ey
our own solar s stempor a Iaﬁet captured ofr ba SlmsEien SIS
y P P . Transmutation Instinctive Force

rowed from another system are questions st :

. . . Wisdom Struggle
being discussedAnswers have come psychically L -

. . . [llumination Obsession

and in truly Scorpio fashion, and from the subcor] .

) : . . Light Darkness
scious in true Plutonian fashion.

. ) Heaven Hell
The naming of the planet is a perfect examplé o -
o L Willingness Willfulness

At first it was quite simply called Planet X¥hen Grace Karma
one investigates the letter X occultye find that Intearation Disinteqration
it denotes adjustment on the emotional plane. X g g

of an emotional and dual nature. It carries within

its vibration psychic ability and heralds the awak Minerva aspect at work. Up until this time therg
ening of intuition. The Flagstdf Observatory were no federal laws that were enforced again
asked people all over the world to send suggestiokidnapping.Through that kidnapping, the legisla

for a name for the new planén eleven year old ture was able to get laws passed which hencefofth

girl, Venetia Burneyof Oxford, England, proposed would protect all children.
the name Pluto for the new planet. Eleven is a The great work of DrSigmund Freud, and later
Neptunian vibration signifying psychic ability that of his student, DCarl Jung, opened the realm
Hers was the first proposal to be received at thef the unconscious for investigation. Plstalis
Flagstaf Observatory and was accepted. “And a covery heralded a new day for mahinking and
little child shall lead them.” feeling processeslhe recognition that our fears
During the time since the discovery of Pluto thewere projections of our own unconscious served
world has experienced wars, assassinations, an impetus to cause people to come to terms wi

S

S
h

resugence of violence, and gangland typgami  the hidden side of themselves.

common manThere were those who quickly took devil. In its negative manifestations there is utt

zations which parasitically live on the labor of the Scorpio, ruled by Pluto, can be either saint %:
N

note of the negative use of this emeand brand emotional confusion and subterranean destruction.

ed Pluto malefic, dark, and destructivknhis is There is conflict and instinctual self-defeatism
only partially true. Because it is dual there is alsd he negative Plutonian rays can be the most vi
positive use of the same eggrif he so chooses lent of any planetary radiations now known td
man can use the line of least resistance and brimgan. Growth comes through painful experience
himself destruction and miseryWhen dealing Its positive manifestation is symbolized by
with this most powerful radiation with wisdom Minerva, goddess of wisdom. It unites the hea
and reaon, the Minerva aspect of Pluto is in-evi and the hearfThe higher side of Pluto can bring
dence, andhe end result is a big step forward forillumination and Cosmic Consciousne$he scor
mankind. pion who would sting himself to death rather tha
Coinciding with the discovery of Pluto was theforego the pain and pleasure of stinging is the-syn
famous kidnapping of the Lindlgr baby Pluto  bol of the lower aspect of Plutdhe phoenix bird,
was given rulership over kidnapping. Howeverrising from the ashes of its dead self, is th
only those spiritually tuned in could see theMinerva aspect of Pluto. d
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RELIGION AND ART

Mary of Magdala

Before he was smote by light,
Saul saw Stephen die
A death from which | was saved.

Stone records the Sinai law
Stone is cast to punish sin.
Thou shalt not kill

Except to break the law again.

Paul murdered for his jealous God
Until mosaic rule of righteous wrath S

By f|ercer Iove was kl"ed |n hlm - T Fresco, c. 145 FrAaneIicc;; Chapel ofNicas V,Vatican Palace, Rome
Stoning of St. Steven

But what did He write on the ground
As each stood by self-condemned?

Fatal is aim when we cast blame.
With self in our sight
We wide miss the mark.

Rarely did He stoop among men.
What did it mean?

A lesson in moral gravity:

The sender is object of his sending,
What goes out comes back in,
What earth receives it returns.

As long-sufering as He,
As humble, is the earth.
It takes in and takes in.
But unaided it cat’forgive. e ) & _

Watercolor, c. 1805, William Blake (1757-18277), Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

What's given it, it gives. The Woman Taken inAdultery

From an early period, Christian tradition conflated in the figwf Mary Magdalen tiee women mentioned in the Gospels
the woman in the house of Simon the Pharisee, who anoints €hestd with spikendrand dries His feet with her hair;
Mary of Bethanythe sister of Martha and Lazarus; and Mary called Magdalen, whose seven degilsxeeised by Jesus.
This legend hasesisted all theological and scholarlgvision. It is also confirmed by the clairvoyant testimony of two notab
Christian mystics: Mary oAgreda, in the 4-volume “Divine History of the Life of theg\h"—The City Of Gogland, with moe
explicit and extensive detalinn Catherine Emmerich, in the 4-volume visionary narralitie, Life of Christ Jesu§an Books).

RAYS 01 41



New bodies are cast from the old. o e o
Old and young both die in error— [

And the earth absorbs:

Insult and injury sink down, build up.

The finger of nature indelibly records.
The accounting is grim.

The eartrs debt of discord is a sum
No cursed goat can defray

Hied to some god-forsaken place;

Nor a lambs unblemished blood atone—|
But One Whose life is transfusion :
For a gravely wounded world.

opISABSIBIN ‘AIBI[ED Uy 198 ApeT (OT6T-2Z8T) 1UNH UBW[OH Weljim

What did he write
Twice stooping to the ground?

Law begets sin.

Sin begets death,

As earth is my witness.

| sat in haughty judgment
And helped kill the planet.

Enthroned in a splendor of self,

| graved my own decalogue,
Five at my right, five at my left,
A law unto myself:

Desire rules, what | want is right.

1V S,0I07 SPUIMS UOWS ZI "SEAUED UO IO

| punished the earth with my bady
| gave it for pleasure,

For profit, for plunderas payment
For my mounting shame.

He gave His for pardon and healing,
That the spoilers might amend,
Killers die to their errors

And wake to new life in Him.

His blood redeems the eadhdbused body
And our's which are built up in Him.

His forgiveness is more fragrant to me
Than all the worlds spikenard.

To die to the body of my selfishness

Is to live in His body of resurrection.

aoueuanoid umouyun jo abew|

e ¢ 1
oints Christs Feet

~ Mary An
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No longer do | fear and flout

The high priests of probity

Or my white-washed neighbors,

The gnat-nervous, camel-blind
Ethical epicures who feast

On the corpus delecti of fallible man.

| loved poorly with my body

Till He showed me

How to love wholly with my soul,
Which His fogiveness woke in me.

One thing, though:

| was never tepid for life.

As much from desire as defiance

| risked everything.

He did not spew me from His mouth
But spoke the word

And drove the devils out.

In a storm of remorse

My heart was pwed and dispossessed
Of its selfish driven lust

For physical sensation.

And in a rush of penance

| bathed His holy feet

With my grateful tears.

What does He write in the earth?

What each writes with his life,

That we may read our open book in Him
And know ourselves as Stephestoners,
Sauls accomplices, my accusers, and His.

So are we stoned by the hard truth.
So out of miserydespairand, finally
Surrendered pride, do we find Him
Blessing and healing with His love.

Thank God for my passion and Chisst’
Thank God for the new Gardener

The Master of Sunday morning,

The living Stone rejected

By the builders of punitive law

The Foundation and Crown

Of my forgiven world.

—Carole Swan

Jesus Blesses and Forgives

Detail, Fresco, Fra Angelico (c. 1395-1455), Museo di San Marco, cell 1, Florence

Noli me tangere
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

Proposing Democracy Anew
Part 2

MPLICIT IN ALL that has been said so as applied by the courts in the last half of the twer
far, but perhaps needing to be said explicittieth century contributed powerfully to creating g
ly, is the understanding that the democraticiaked public square.
state is necessarily a limited stafes we It bears repeating here that the alternative to ti
have seen, it is substantively limited by thenaked public squaiie not the sa@d public squae
acknowledgment of a higher sovereigrand it is  but the civil public squa We should not want a
procedurally limited by the just claims of comimu confessional statd he state should not confess 3
nities other than the state and by their role in th&ith. It does that, howevewhen, in hostility to
right ordering of societyThe discernment and the faith confessed by its people, it confesses tt
teaching of the moral lavior instance, is primari  ersatz religion of militant secularisnthe great
ly the task of institutions such as the family and theantidemocratic dangecontrary to much popular
church. In articulating that Iguhe role of the state punditry comes not from the secularist creed
is responsive rather than generatiVee state is imposed by governments that recognize no high
not a source of moralityMore preciselythe state sovereignty That was the reality of Nazism and
has no morality except the moral dutggally communism.That danger is also present in ou
defined, to give déct to the judgment of the democracies when “the separation of church ar
people as expressed through the institutions afate” is taken to mean the separation of religio
representative democracy from public life. The public square, like nature,
My eighth propositionThe separation of chah  abhors a vacuum. If it is not filled with the lively
and state does not mean and cannot mean the segxpression of the most deeply held convictions ¢
aration of eligion from public life...Critics of the the people, including their convictions grounded it
Supreme Coud’ decisions on church-state questionseligion, it will be filled by the quasi-religious
routinely point out that “the separation of churchbeliefs of secularism.
and state” is not in the Constitutionhat is cer One may well ask whether the religious situatio
tainly true, but the phrase has, for better and fasf “Christian America” is capable of informing
worse, achieved a quasi-constitutional status. ldemocratic deliberation and decision by refereng
recent years there are encouraging signs that the religion and religiously grounded moral dis
Court is moving away from extreme separationisncernment. My agument is that our society is aptly
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to a doctrine of “equal regard,” meaning that nstidescribed as Christian—incorrigiblgonfusedly

against simply because they are religious in naturdmerica is post-Christian are, more often than n

tutions and practices cannot be discriminatednd conflictedly Christian. Christians who say th
Oof,
e

Yet there is no doubt that the separationist doctrin@otivated by an understandable desire to esc

This second of a two-part study is drawonfrJohn Richat the _er_anrrassme_nt_that IS t@brlstlgn societyThe
Neuhausarticle of the same title which appearin the last ~ Christianityof ChristianAmerica is in many ways
three 1999 issues dfirst Things a monthly journal pub  attenuated and degenerate, but it is attenuat
lished by the Institute on Religion and Public Life. and degenerate ChristianitRecall T. S. Eliots
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tricably entangled with being
Christian. Such is the typically
American “God and country” =
packaging of identity that always =
threatens to drift into a civil rel
gion that is in tension, if not
conflict, with biblical religion.
To be sure, in speaking about
Christian America in this way

Chureh and Stiate
|

N&
N\

>7?

we are speaking more sociolegi
cally than theologically No
claim is made that the religion
under discussion is “authentic,” & =4
however that may be defined. B E
Paul J. Grifiths of the University
_ I ' of Chicago has written interest
W'”gtﬁgrm%fnlac]e%tathedra' ingly about what constitutes an
authentically religious account religion typically provides an
observation that a society thatof reality Whether it be account not of everything but of
was Christian still is Christian, Christianity Judaism, Buddhism, the segments of reality demar
until its Christianity has been or some other religion, says cated as “religion,” “spirituali
replaced by a positively defined Griffiths, an authentic religious ty,” and, more ambivalently
something else. account has three characteris “morality.” In fact, they say
Although there are many cen tics: it is comprehensive, unsur what we find inAmerica is reh
tenders to replace Christianity in passable, and centrdlhat is to  gion that is typically not unsur
providing a comprehensive say authentic religion provides passable but instrumental, being
understanding of reality and a a complete account of realitif  in the service of “meeting the
source of moral discernment, bespeaks an ultimate allegianceneeds” of the unsurpassable self
it has not been replaced.that is not in the service of any And, far from being central, it
Christianity has been bieted, other allegiance, and it is the is typically maginal. The con
battered, distorted, and exploit controlling core of one’ exis clusion follows that the religion
ed for innumerable purposes,tence. Perhaps most Christiansof “Christian America” is inau
but it has not been replaced.would like to think that that thentically religious.
Once again, 90 percent of thepretty much describes what they Sociological data and theory
American people say they aremean when they say they areare not uninteresting, but schol
Christian. It is dificult to imag  Christians ars who draw that conclusion
ine the circumstance in which  Sociologists of religion in are claiming to know ever so
they would say they are any America, howevertell us that much more than they can passi
thing else with the same implied religion for mosAmericans is not bly know In theological and
commitment. Of course, they comprehensive, unsurpassablecommonsensical fact, only God
identify themselves asmerican  and central. It is, they safrag  knows what all is involved in
but that changes little since whatmented, instrumental, and mar what people say and think and
they mean byAmerican is inex ginal. By that they mean that do religiously Most people are

© J. Baird
JPAOISOMY ©
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religiously inarticulate, as they are inarticulatedegal establishment and for a confessional state
about most things that mattevith the result that believe such a goal is wrongheaded, and it is cleg
their banalities may sometimes disguise a depth &f contrary to Catholic teaching, as the above-cita
meaning and experience that would greatly surprigeons illustrate. Nevertheless, the free exercise
us.We should be open to the possibility that somereligion means that religion is permitted to pro
one employing the conventional patter about relimote also dumb ideas. It is the modern state, wi
gion “meeting my needs” has a spiritual life worthyits insatiable ambition to poweihat is limited by
of a John of the Cross offaresa oAvila. The con  the separation of church and state. By that sepa
ventional patter is simply the culturally availabletion, the state acknowledges its incompetence
vocabulary In any event, however much popularthe most important areas of life, and most pafticl
piety may be viewed condescendingly by theololarly with respect to the ultimate questions
gians and debunked by social scientists, it is faaddressed by religioffhe states systematic con
purposes of social order the source of moral sentiession of its incompetence opens public space f
ment and judgmenthat is the realityadmittedly a the democratic politics of persuasion and conse
deeply confused realityof Christian rather than the politics of coercion.
America—and it will remain that We My ninth proposition is this:
deeply confused reality until it is should be open Pluralism is written into the
replaced by something that is s script of history....[l]t is God
positively something else. to the pOSSIbIIItY that who has done the writing.
To separate governmer SOmeone employing the Pluralism—meaning that we
from the reality of rei conventional patter about live together with people
gion—from that which . “ . who inhabit diferent
speaks to the deepest al re|I§’]’I0n meet!n_g my, worlds of meaning—would
highest and most commanc N€€dS” has a spiritual life seem to be the permanent
ing ways of understanding worthy of a John of the human condition. Indeed, as
what is really real—is to sepa Cross or a T eresa Samuel Huntington of Harvard
rate government from the people . has written, the “clash of ciwi
who are the source of its legitimacy of Avila. lizations” in the new millennium
Nonetheless, the separation of church likely means that pluralism will be more
and state, rightly understood, is good for both-gowpronounced in the future....Genuine pluralism i
ernment and churchWhile we must insist that not simply the sociological fact of a plurality of
government be favorably disposed toward religioryorlds of meaning; it is a social and cultura

we should not want an established religionachievement. Frequently people appeal to plural

....Coerced faith is no faith, and coercion of-reliism when making the gument that religion
gious belief is deeply contradictory to the spirit ofshould be separated from public lifEhe naked
the gospel....In the 1990 encyclidakdemptoris public square is necessatiiey say“because we
Missio, John Paul Il wrote that “the Church live in a pluralistic society This is a deeply mis
addresses people with full respect for their freechievous misunderstanding of pluralism.
dom. Her mission does not restrict freedom but Pluralism is not pretending that our deepest di
rather promotes itThe Church proposes; sheferences make no @i&rence. Pluralism, ratheis
imposes nothing.The Churchs public proposal is engaging those ddrences within the bond of
well served by the separation of church and statejvility. Pluralism requires mutual respect for-per
rightly understood. sons, not indference to truth. One can even agre
The separation of church and state, it must beith the maxim found in popular Catholic teaching
emphasized, is a limit set on government, not oof an earlier time that “error has no rights.” Buf
religion. The free exercise of religion allows a reli errors are attached to people, and people do ha

gious community to democratically agitate for itsrights. Only through the persuasive proposal of the
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truth can people freely detach themselves fro
their errors.
Does this mean tolerance is a Christian virtue
The appeal to tolerance, many are inclined tg#
think, is the last resort of the scoundrel. No dou
scoundrels take advantage of tolerance, and
earlier discussed devious uses of what Herb
Marcuse dubbed “repressive toleranc&ét |
would insist that tolerance is a Christian virtues
Tolerance, howevelis not indiference; it is not
simply “putting up with” those with whom we dis
agree. It is genuine respect for the otheren %
when we cannot respect what they do or. say
Secularists routinely claim that religion is a threag
to tolerance, and there is no lack of historicat evif.
dence for that claim. But we now must more-vig [
orously make the case that religion is the mos
solid foundation for tolerance....
Then to my tenth and final proposition:
Democratic deliberation and decision-making g8
necessarily conflictual. In thinking about the €en® S O
tury and centuries ahead, we may and should ho BTl A1 R T 255 T 2

for what Pope PaWI called “the civilization of .The Building f)f =t Denis, Paris |
| " but th ivilizati £l . t th .. Democracy is ever a work ingmress. Its living edifice must be
ove,” bu € Civilization ot love IS no € CVI founded on principles that deriveofn transcendent spirit.

lization of unanimity Short of the Endime, even  Above, an enlightenebbot Suger décts the insped activity
among people of the best will (and it will never be
that everybody will be of the best will), there will there are neither penalties nor rewards based en reli
be diferent and frequently conflicting understand gious conviction or the lack theredfhe public
ings of moral truth and the common good—andsquare must always be open to all—at least in-thejo
increasingly there is disagreement over whatry that is supported by determineébef Despite the
might be meant by words such as “truth” andagument of some theorists, total openness ET-:I:d
“good.” Such conflict need not be lethal or self-unimpeded communication are not possible. Sonpe
destructive if several conditions are maintained. will be excluded by mental disabiljitpthers will
First, the sovereignty of the state and the spheexclude themselves hyfor example, criminal
of politics must be carefully circumscribed. actions. Even when assailed by violence and cg
Samuel Johnson wisely observed, “How small theupted by bad faith—in fact, especially then—the
part of all that human hearts endure can laws @ommitment to the civil public square is to be-sus
kings either cause or cure.” In fact, laws andained. It can be sustained by an awareness that God
kings—and democratic governments as welll—ealls us to care for the earthly polis, and by the
can cause a great deal of human unhappiness, tjymowledge that opponents have access to truth ang a
ically by overestimating the measure of humartapacity for reason even when they seem determined
unhappiness that they can cufée deepest and to prove that they don’And again, it helps to know
most important things over which people findthat the most important things to be communicatgd
themselves in conflict should, as much as possiblend agreed upon are not in the realm of politics.
be beyond the scope of the state.... Third, the Church must acknowledge the limitg
Second, conflict is not destructive if the politicalof its competence in political and economic life. In
process is open to citizens of all convictions, andelation to politics it strives to maintain a priplad,
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firm, and nonpartisan stanc&dmit-
tedly, that is not easyln specific cir
cumstances of partisan conflict, eve
the most carefully crafted statement
principle will be viewed by some as pa
tisan. Therefore, a good rule of thum
when it comes to statements that inte
to invoke the Churck’ moral authority
is this: When it is not necessary f¢
speak, it is necessary not to spe@k.
stake is the danger of turning the gosg
into an ideology or party platform =
Politics is not the vocation of -:ij -
Church.The Church is to help equip 4@%
faithful for the exercise of their voca jad
tions in the public squar&@he vocation a

of the Church is to help sustain mar

different Voc.at.lons' . . As the Gothic cathedral dominated the landscape in medieval and ea¥
Fourth, religious people, and religiourenaissance times, so werligious concerns equally @minent in the
leaders in particularmust, when they consciousness and language of that ®@eople. The focus of the town
enter the public square, make genuinefsq_uhag, usually also tdh_e_(sjitelpf t(rj}e m;;lgef[place, wasmtﬂh;zchm%eﬁgiouls
. : aith became merindividualized andeligious sects miiferated, secular
public moral aguments.That 'Sf to say concerns came to dominate the public mind—a the marketplace mental
they must, as much as possible, frane

their aguments in a public vocabulary that is aswith a repeat of that tragic experiendde situa
accessible to as many people as possible, and mtish might be very dferent if or when the wounds
exercise a disciplined restraint in appealing explicof a divided Christianity are heale@hat happy
itly to religious authorityWhat the Bible says or prospect, howeveappears to be a long way.of
what the Churcls Magisterium says should The question of divided Christianity touches of
inspire and inform our public gament, but it is our understanding of the Church, or ecclesiology
not a genuinely public gument to tell others that as it is called. Here enters the second caveat abput
we should do something because it is the teachirige rule that public guments be made in a way
of the Bible or the Magisterium. In framinggar  that is publicly accessible. Stanley Hauerwas, [a
ments that are truly public and not limited toMethodist theologian at Duke Universiig often
Christians, we have, of course, a powerful resouraguoted: “The Church does not have a social ethi
in varieties of natural law traditions. The Church is a social ethic.” | entirely agree with
That fourth condition requires two caveadfée what | take to be intended by that formulde
might ask: In a society where everybpdyat least greatest public contribution of the Church is for thg
a politically efective majority accepts the autheri Church to be the Church—fully and unapologeti
ty of the Bible, why shouldbwe be able to appeal cally. If the Christian people were more fully div
explicitly to biblical teaching in political disputes? ing together the faith that they profess, they woul
The answer is that we are free to do so, of courselso, individually and corporatelype more déc-
but it would make the public square captive to théive in the public square.
endless disagreements over interpreting the Bible A difficulty with the Hauerwasian position,
that have already so sadly divided the churchebowever is in locating this church that is to stano
The wars of religion in the sixteenth and sevenin countercultural challenge to the surrounding
teenth centuries devastated the social and politicabciety when the great majority of people in th¢
fabric of Europe, and nobody should want to flirtsurrounding society think they belong to the
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church. Perhaps they are simply to be told that thagm that is purely “procedural,” that prescinds
are wrong about that. But the prospect of madsom moral tradition or judgment. Or they associ
excommunication would seem to require somate liberalism with the doctrine of the Imperial
careful theological reflectionA good many Self, in which there is only government on the on
Christians—Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodoxhand and, on the othéghe autonomous, atomistic
liberal and conservative—appear to have few thendividual. Or they associate liberalism with &
ological inhibitions about assuming that mostrand of libertarianism premised upon a laissez
other Christians are not really Christidhether faire doctrine of the survival of the fittest....
by criteria of political correctness, doctrinal ortho Throughout the course of modernitiie vocabu
doxy, ecclesial connection, or moral rectitudelary of liberalism has been promiscuous in its-cou
most Christians are assumed to be excommunicatdings with strange doctrines. But liberal demecra
Thinking that way makes it much easier to believey would seem to be the likely future. If it is liber
that America is a post-Christian societwhich al democracy along the lines proposed here, it |s
relieves us of the burden and embarrassment ofverthy of support. It is not the last word; it is not
society that is—incorrigiblyconfusedlyand con  Fukuyamas “end of history”; I'm not sure ®&
flictedly—Christian America. Thinking that way even, in ChurchilB phrase, the least bad of all the
is, | believe, theologically untenable, sociological systems of government that have been tried. But
ly contrary to fact, and morally unseemly at the beginning of the twenty-first centuiys

| have ofered, then, ten propositions regardingbetter than anything else onfaf That may not
church, state, and democracy in the twenty-firsseem like much, but, as at the beginning of the fir
century We should be able to understand whymillennium so also at the beginning of the third
many Christians are suspicious of the liberaslien citizens know not to expect too much fromn
democratic ideaThey associate it with a liberal the earthly city d
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ANCIENT AND MODERN INITIATION

by Max Heindel

This volume on the Atlantean/Ancient Hebrew and Christian forms of Initiation contains
the results of spiritual investigations conducted by Max Heindel, himself an Initiate. The
formulae of Initiation for humanity under the New Covenant are herein described.

PART ONE PART TWO

TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS
THE ATLANTEAN MYSTERY TEMPLE
THE BRAZEN ALTAR AND LAVER
EAST ROOM OF THE TEMPLE
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
THE SACRED SHEKINAH GLORY
THE NEW MOON AND INITIATION

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MYSTIC RITE OF BAPTISM
THE TEMPTATION
THE TRANSFIGURATION
THE LAST SUPPER AND
THE FOOTWASHING

GETHSEMANE, THE GARDEN OF GRIEF
THE STIGMATA AND THE CRUCIFIXION

This book will give the sincere seeker of truth a deeper and more mystic insight into the history and
alchemical process of Initiation as it takes place in the body of man and is revealed in the Bible. Published
by the Rosicrucian Fellowship. Paper. 148 pages. Indexed. Please order on page 64.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Ficciones of Jorge Luis Borges

HE TIPS OF THE TAILS of the

serpents on the caduceus of Mercunand issues that occupy the consciousness

do not touch. For aspirants to timer

curial mystery schools, which have thethe more yawning by the shadow of materialisn.
caduceus as their emblem, this signiEven when one has only begun to take the leap

fies that one does not p
directly from involutionan
consciousness, signified L
the black serpent, to evolutior.
ary consciousness, signified by tnc
white serpent. One must traverse that
One must take the leap of faith acr
the abyss of doubt and uncertainty
The leap is not short or sudden. C
may well be in suspense for more than
lifetime before awakening the faith to Ii
peacefully with doubt and uncertail
and to proceed forward in a life of pe
tive but ceaseless questioning and-.
ation. It takes a good deal ofat to devel
op the soul power and the will to life to+
tiate and superimpose the retrograde <
ning (which unwinds one from the dec
grip of darkness, matter and involution
individuation) onto the forward-spinnii

themselves are very tirent from the statements

doubters on the other side of that chasm, made

faith, ones consciousness

is significantly diferent
from that of those who have
not yet begun that leafVorks

issuing from the two sides of the
gulf exhibit striking diferences.

From the vantage of the involution
ary doubter or questionethe asser
tions of the initiate or one, who has
made the leap, seem fantastical, eve
delusionalTo one who has had the indu
bitable experience of spiritual awakening
to divinity and eternitythe questions of

the skeptics and doubters seem pointleg
or sophomoric, and academic at best. Fd
one in the process of making the leap ther
is a tendency to side with spiritual attainee
and disregard the positions and philoso
phies of the questioners as chimerical-cor
structs compounded of shadovihere is,

momentum of ongoing cosmological progre. ¥ perhaps, some wisdom in doing so becaus
It takes a long time to develop the living couragéooking backward without catharsis instead of for
to sacrifice the comfort and privilege of beingward toward the beatific mentor could detract fron
served by the divine hierarchies in aparof our the slender mgin of momentum necessary to suc
involutionary careerthenceforth to draw on the cessfully complete the leap. Images of Eawife
divine source within and self-reliantly give in evo turning into salt or Orpheus losing Eurydice to thg
lution where we have received in involution:underworld by looking back come to mind. Ever
“freely have ye received, now freely give.” so, one always feels uncomfortable about discar
The expressions of initiates who have completethg anything in the grand evolutionary schemg
that leap and the subjects to which they addresgherein lowly mold is a valuable medicine ang
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so-called dead excrement is the fertilizer of neviure histories or brief treatises. In fact, some of the
life: everything is important and the Universal Spiritearly pieces are true historical or biographical art
takes great care that no experience is ever lost. cles with obvious and sometimes not so obvious
A plant is not the seed, the shoot, the root, thictional elements added to draw the attention @
leaves, the flowethe fruit or the new seed. It is all the reader to the philosophical idea he is exploring.
of these and it is all of them through many generaDften the result is bizarre and macabre, which lat
tions as it evolves to some new species. It is &r tendency he outgrew with maturifthe pieces
process. Each and every stage of the whole ofvehich constitute this new genre are cafiediones
plant or plant cycle is essential and important to During his lifetime Boges published ten collec
the whole. Similarly philosophical questions tions of ficcionesA Universal History of Iniquity
asked in material darkness are not completelfl1935), The Gaden of Forking Pathg1941);
invalidated by enlightenment any more than thértifices (1944); The Aleph (1949); The Maker
geotropic root of a plant boring into the dark earti{1960); Museum (n.d.); In Praise of Darkness
is invalidated by the heliotropic growth of the(1969);Brodies Report(1970), The Book of Sand
leaves and flowerg\ll things are important, even (1975) andShakespea’s Memory(1983).
though some may be earthbound and in darkness.Of these collection$he Gaden of the Forking
However it is rare for a living, forward-looking Paths contains the most engaging metaphysica
consciousness to look back to the dead argbtor thought. Here three pieces are outstanding in thei
ten past to examine its questions, the questions thatatment of problems that it would be wise fo
produced the present even when seeming blockedystical aspirants to think through, to avoid-llu
and barren. sion and misunderstanding born of unfoundef
It is also rare to encounter a mind that spans thessumption.
gulf between faith and doubt and that appreciates Tlon, Ugbay Orbis Ertius treats two major
with equal interest the questions that abut botphilosophical problems simultaneousife first is
ends.The Argentinean writer Jge Luis Boges the problem of subjectivism or relativism in rela
possessed just such a mind. He also possesdeh to objectivity This problem is especially rele
magnificent literary and artistic taste. In honor ofvant in our time when extreme individuation with
his centenary anniversawking/Penguin has pub out unifying mystical experience and personally
lished a three volume retrospective of his worksoriented psychic experiences are skewing owr at
The first volume is dedicated to his collected fic tudes in unhealthy waysAmericans especially
tion, the second volume selected poetgd the have a dangerous subjective individualism.
final volume selected non-fictiolhis is a brief In TI6n Borges demonstrates playfully but not
review of the first volume. disrespectfully the absurdity of subjectivism by
In order to treat questions that engage both acdescribing various lands where the inhabitants
demic and mystical philosophgven though mys have languages with no nouns, one of which livgs
tical philosophers rarely look back with suchonly in a shallow present—a deflation of selip
engagement, Bges invented a new literary form, sism. While doing this he spoofs the fifences
a literary form he continued to perfect throughoubetween North and Sou#kmerican cultural atti
his life. This form consists of short prose piecedudes with extremely sly subtletsgnd takes a wry
which he called fantasy piec&hey are not short jab at the English that is priceless. Simultaneous|y
short stories because many of them are not nharriae treats the problem of philosophical idealism—
tives, and in those that are, the story lines aréne notion that everything exists only as thought.
unimportant relative to the philosophical ideasNhile he successfully refutes academic philosopt
they carry Neither are they prose poems (thoughcal idealism, he does not deal with the problems
many of the later pieces are almost indistinguishof differentiating metaphysically between the
able from the prose poems he did write); rathephysical world (and the other realms) and th
they are more like mimickries of reports or minia world of thought. But then neither has any
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© The Philosophical Research Society

grasp what is being said, in a mounting styl
that borrows from the best technique of €las
sical rhetoric. (It also includes a lovely
veiled homage to Franz Kafka, utilizing a
cleverArabic spelling: Qaphqga). In so doing
he opens many corridors to further though
for the readerWhile modern mystical phi
losophy has much to fefr on this problem
from the dark side of the involution/evelu
tion abyss, no one has yet carried this impo
tant issue into light across the gap, téeof
insight into particulars of the principle of
cause and consequence and its relationsh
to new creation that are so troublesome t
seekers, new and old alike.

The Aleph, in the collection of the same
name, is a beautiful statement of the old-spif
itual maxim “everything is in everything.” It
also promotes awareness of thdidifity of
keeping ones consciousness coherent whilg
seeing manymany things simultaneously
with clairvoyant vision.

Not all of theficcionesare pleasant to a
mystical aspirant seeking to live a loving
and harmless lifeThere are a few too many
pieces about thugs and knife fights anq
knives with minds of their own (endemic to
twentieth centuryArgentinean writers) to
suit a gentle soul. In general, howevere
pieces become increasingly refined an
exquisite, with many lines of breathtaking

Paracelsis Performing the Experiment of Palengenesis beauty epitomized in the last collection by
New life—all life—equires etherThe tee of life is not deriveddm The Rose of Paracelsushere the humility
physical matterbut uses it to manifesteative wisdom and vitality modesty and ethical purity of a master magi
cian is portrayed with astounding eleganc
mystical philosopher done this adequatétythe and grace.
knowledge of this writer In one of the later collections Byes writes of

Another noteworthy piece is call@the Appoach master poets who write one-word poems whic
to Al-Mu’'Tasim It does a beautiful job of awaken (reminiscent of thé\brd of St. Johrs gospel) tell
ing the reader to the mystical reality that lucid lighthe soul of an entire lifelhese poems issue from
emanates from and is generated by living, spiritua society so mature that its inhabitants write n
al beings including human beings. new books but rather read the worthy old book

The Lottery In Babylors a profound study of the over and overgetting more with each reading.
incompatibility of random chance and rationality Such a practice might not be perfectly pro

It also demonstrates the inadequacy and fallacievolutionary but if the reader is searching for suc
of determinism with the same stroke. It is abooks, this is one of them. d
difficult piece that requires several readings to —S.R.
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

o you know that all consciousness is

one, that there is no break, vacuum_ =

or gulf that life does not fill? No sin

gle atom is self-subsisting. Stone,"

plant, animal, and man are the -out

ward expression of the ever concealed maniest?
tion of that all-comprehending, all-pervading anc
unlimited Source that gives sustenance to the u
verse and to ourselves—from which all proceed
and to which all must return. By A S y
There is no thing, not even a grain of sand nc Robert Fludd, l-Jtriusque COSmi,-Vol 1, Oppenheim, 1617, Stadtbi-blioth-ek Mainz
speck of dust, no point in space absent from th‘,Sourceand sustainer of all life on earth, the sun with its all-

) . ervading light is an apt symbol for the unity of creation.
Source that sustains the whole manifested unl.O 21 = i

verse. Everything is the expression of the one unflower; here a frog, there a beahis results in a
versal creative unfoldment or evolution, movingrealm of endless diversification, all imbued with
and acting through such forms, bodies, or coats @he promise and potency of every future and high
flesh as serve as appropriate vehicles througky form of life.
which expanding intelligences or fiifences in  The essence of all material things and all-reld
ranges of perception and growing comprehensionfonships is vibratoryOnly to him who looks upon
may express themselves. Every particle of evelife as a purely chemical process on a mechanidal
seemingly inert, quiet, and solid rock is in constanbasis can there be a denial of the existence of sic
motion, and is conscious in its own degree on itsessive and progressive expressions of life el
own plane of development. ments or ranges of accelerated vibratory activity

Just as a child in kindgarten has the potential The human cell, being synthesized under the-oper
capacity for knowledge actually acquired by theation of spiritual laws, has achieved a higher and
grown boy in the graduation class, so too do thiftier range in the scale of vibratory activity thar
kingdoms below the human féf from man only the animal or vegetable kingdoms, or the simple
in degrees or states of consciousness or awarenessmpounds and crystals of the mineral kingdom.
Endowed with the potentialities of life and moved |n every higher realm of Nature molecules
by natural impulse, each individualization of thepecome more complex, more sublimated or-pur
one Life is ever pushing forth into greater andied and possessed of greater potential gner
greater expression3hus the tendency of life or pecause the building of atoms into molecules
vital force is towards diérentiations, towards sep involves the absorption of more vital force or lifel
aration into constituent drops—now a bird, then @lement which does the buildinghe sentient

SjeueD ouly :0j10ud

fuld i

11%

=

RAYS 01 53



animal kingdom is representative of ascending lifjge
elements or progressive manifestations of vite
force. In similar manner each higher expression (
vital force liberates engies more powerful with
more latent dynamic or potential force, reaching it
highest culminating point on this planet in thej
human kingdom or man. In an infinite universe
there are infinite possibilities.
Thus every man is related to every other man, §
well as to every other sentient being by the sam
origin—by a union so full and eternal that nothing
can cleave its onened¥hen man understands his
true relationship with his fellow men and the
whole of life, he will find awakening within him
self universal charity and love, in the absence ¢
which health and happiness are impossible.
Alienation in consciousness from our Source—
the Source of all—has created dis-ease. It is like
house divided against itseis reverence for God,
or whatever we may choose to call that divine lifd B 4 : -
principle, departed, so also departed compassif S
towards men and all sentient beings. Selfishness : s
separation is the ruling principle, and evil runs it
course of misery and degradation. Every discol
dant condition in mas’relationship to the world is
the result of his satisfying his own selfish or sepcffaits
rate wants and desires at the expense of others™=

A. Kircher, Musurgia universalis, Rome, 1650, Stadtbibliothek Mainz

has been truly said that ignorance is the only si Music of the Spheres
Ignorance is the bedrock of selfishness. For thHarmonic, rhythmic vibration originates and orders the uni-
world’s evil, and attending defing and disease, V&rse Fromthe Godhead issues the creative fiat which sounds

. P . through nine choirs of angels. Holding a seven-string (Appo-
the divine life is the only antidote—the true heal |0:]?lajﬁ) S'rg?éaﬂ'irosp% f;p?e;qtsthénr%ne mmw'hg r(ecﬂ?ve

ing power and inspire the heavenly chords in nine earthly arts. Pytha-
We are wounded by our transgressions, bruisegoras, for whom music was a divine celebration of whole

by our iniquities. Before a physical malady can b{#g’g;g‘g'ggﬂggiﬂm%dm'gfaﬁﬁ”ﬂg ‘;‘i’n?f;

healed permanentlghe hearts and minds of men

must be cleansed of evil, which is a misapplication The negative qualities of feaworry, grief, and

of natural lawWe must realize that every practicediscouragement are spiritual diseases, designati

that is not in keeping with the ethics of a loftya lack of confidence in divine wisdom, and thus

mind and noble soul is a source of evil or separaeparate us from the Source of our strength—tk
tion, culminating in disease. Sickness,feufg, inexhaustible engies from the great spiritual
and death are the work of antagonistic forces-withvibratory forcesAll must be pure, no trace of foul
in ourselves. Health can only be fully restorechess anywhere. By purity is meant harmlessnes
through obedience to the laws which coordinatéhe doing of no harm to anyone or to any life what
the forces of good, obviating the need for thesoever Pure thoughts, pure words, pure unselfis
restoration of any violated equilibrium, physicallydeeds—no lack of courtesy or display of impa
and morally in the universe, and thus renderingtience. Only then can we tune into the universg
natural law harmoniously operative. circuit and touch chords whose vibrations sha
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ring to the ends of the earth, resulting in a melodpility, for by our wrong thoughts, words, and deed
that will restore harmony or peace within our we have so degenerated our vitgans as to make
selves. normal function impossible? For man is at once the
The road to health must be trodden by the healthlifier or degrader as well as the purifier of
seeker himself, as the goal can be found only byature, according to the character of his motives;
retracing, step by step, the feelings and expreand until be adjusts himself to the laws and pfinc
sions which formed the chain of consciousnesgles of health, in act and thought, he will continu
connecting the disease with its subjective cause-te demoralize the world and himself through the
the motive having its ultimate origin in far interior poison of his selfish emanationget the case of
states of consciousness. humanity is not hopeless, for while evil poisons,
Corresponding acts of moral restraint musaltruism purifies.
accompany health-degrading indulgences and As Nature is an expression of divine or cosmi¢
crush them one by on&hus, the distur laws, and hence her action is essentially
bance which manifests in the hyper AsS and fundamentally moral, it follows
acidity of the gastric juice has its ) that her constructive and healing
ultimate origin in an acidified Nature Is an powers can be elicited only by
motive. While we readily expression of divine the agency of a. moral, i.e.,
grant to dietary errors the ) unselfish, motive, back of
power to furnish the morbid O cosmic laws, her which must ever be found
conditions, we are neverthe\  gction is essentia”y moral disciplineThis, how
and fundamentally
moral.

\v

14

less obliged to look else ever does not prevent heal
where for the central, deter ing methods or therapeutic
mining force which gives the adjuncts from vyielding to the
process its specific tendency coercion of a selfish and immoral

On the other hand, the power of a correct motive, apparently resulting in momentary
ed diet to modify the character of the gastric secrdenefits. But the processes are artificial and wifl
tions lies, principallyin its influence on the indi  not give permanent results unless accompanied py
vidual's moral nature, by way of the sacrificesa resolute desire to render ourselves more fit and
involved in the dietary restrictionsret has it not valuable in the service of humanigromoting our
come within theange of common experience thatusefulness and intensifying our capacity to serve
dietary rules and regulations are powerless te sus Hence where one seeks health merely for the
tain a cure so long as the patient continues tperpetuation of some carnal pleasures, his inter
acidulate his feelings? perance and frivolity pervert the noble attributes g

The gamut of cellular processes, nam#ig im-  his nature.Therefore, while the selfish man may
press given to the cells comprising our hoase succeed in restoring health in one function, he fre
progressive or retrogressive, constructive oquently does so at the expense of a corresponding
destructive, according to the puritytelligence, vital loss of anotheihe benefits thus derived will
and power residing in our thoughts and motivessooner or laterin the course of the inevitable,
For only the pure mind can give a sound and praebound, because of a violated equilibrium, angd
gressive direction to the activities of the bodydislodge the usurped vital vibratory currents. Frorn
while an impure, fitful, purposeless or selfish mindhis point of view any act, solely aiming at person
interferes with the naturally harmonic cell-activi al enjoyment or aggrandizement, regardless of i
ties and causes disturbance and breakdown in thelations to the rest of humanity is, in principle an
individual’'s health. Evil, or the misapplication of essence, a downright theft from the general stor
natural law condemns every atom in our body  house of universal lifeThe selfish individuas

That is why the entire race body is diseased. Dexistence, then, in place of adding power to the
you know that today perfect health is an impossicosmic life, is a constant drain on the universa
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storehouse. ation in consciousness—a divorce or violation of

Such a one-sided procedure, howewsannot the laws of HarmonyLove, or Unity?
long continue A withdrawing whirl or backward  Every efort of an individual to gain health,
circling vibratory current sets in, gain after aqgan  strength and poweif the motive be selfish and

fails in its duties, and a general weakness, followethconsiderate of general human interests, leagls

by functional breakdown, takes hold of the transwith terrible suretynot only to failure in holding
gressorAs the vital human engine becomes sidepossession of new and undue gains, but in the ve
tracked and the vital main disconnected, circuitéoss of powers already attained. For in due time tH
and cellular systems set up on their own, using thabratory forces of equityor laws of compensa
remnants of the great dig@mized life to generate tion, assert themselves, and the intrudaught in
noxious growths or insgent cells of a descending the rebound of the force he himself generated,
vibratory order compelled to yield in retreat under fire his usurpe
Cancers, tumors, ulcers, microbic invasion ohealth possessions through the mansions of dea
various kinds and of more or less destructive-char Itis an incredibly easy task, as well as an increg
acter follow the wake of the departing true unifiedibly fruitful one, to dispel unbrotherliness in our
evolutionary life. It starts the spectacle of a state attitude of life, and displace it with feelings of-tol
commonwealth breaking down into anarchy undeerance, sympathyatience, charityand good will
the stress of vital disunion and moral corruption. Isowards all that lives. It is imperative, howeubat
it not reasonable to conclude that the anarchistic ove make the application of the One-Life principle
insulgent cells are merely the end product—theo our every thought, word, and deed. d
outward manifestation of a persistent inward alien —Lillian R. Carque

Occult Principles of Health and Healing

by Max Heindel

Some of the most valuable truths about the
origin, functions and proper care of man’s
vehicles to be found on the printed page. OCCULI PRINCIFLES

OF HEALTH AND HEALING

Please order
on page 64

M ax Heindel, a trained clairvoyant, dili-
gently investigated the real causes of
physical and mental disorders in the super-
physical worlds.

Reveals that man is a complex being, pos-
sessing a Dense Body, used to fetch and
carry; a Vital Body, specializing energy from
the Sun; a Desire Body, the emotional nature; “A treasue chest of valuablenformation.”
and a Mind, the link between the threefold

Spirit and threefold Body. “An indispensable addition to the

libraries of all those who ae concerned

. : : : with the true art of healing.”
Postulates that disease is a manifestation of

ignorance, and points the way to perma-  New Eighth _Edition. 244 pages. Indgxed
nent health by giving fundamental facts nec- ~ Paper Published by The Rosicrucian
essary for intelligent, constructive living. Fellowship.
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HEALING

Disease—Not an
Unmixed Evil

HE LIFE WHICH comes from #

above is healthywhile that from &=

below is unhealthy The

unhealthy life always stream

into us when gyanic conditions
admit of its doing so, but the current of it i
checked as soon as the physical balance
restored by remedial agents.

However it should be understood thau
disease is by no means an unmixed evil; that it e illness having been to attenuate the gross-atom
generated by the loweand not the upper life, is ic covering of the finer atomic elements and so tp
unquestionable: but divine laws perform theirallow these latter to expand.
functions through the lower as well as through the Thus the final dect of disease upon those who
upper agencies, and the operation of the former &e struggling to enter into new and higher cend
therefore made subservient to beneficent endtons is always, in a greater or less degree, {o
Thus disease, which is, in fact, afioef of nature develop the subsurface faculties. d
to throw of poisonous invasive elements, often —Laurence Oliphant
leaves the @an attacked in a far healthier condi
tion than it was before—in which, possippfanes Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisibje
existed for moral infestation. Helpers, and our friends and patients may share|in

A radical change in the gan, produced by a high privilege, as well as add much to the powegr
disease, often closes the avenue to the invasiodf. liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
Again, it sometimes happens that when tlgaor  for the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
ism is extremely reduced physically by diseasegvening in the Healinglemple at 6:30 (7:30 when
atomic combinations can befafted in the moral Daylight time is in efect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
nature, which would be impossible in conditions ofat 4:15 BM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
robust physical health; and one of the commonesie following dates:
experiences of those who make the violent change 5, oy 2—9—15—22-29
in their external mode of thought, aims in life, and February 5_1-18—26
daily habits, which is involved in the attempt to ~ 7T
rise above the conventional moral standard, and Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture
be...self-surrendered to the service of God...is @f the pure white rose in the center of the Rosiarmn
serious attack of illness, from which they rise withEmblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, anf
new and higher faculties developed—thteetf of concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.

Qil on canvas. 1871. llya Repin. The Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia

Raising of Jairus’Daughter

RAYS 01 57



FOR CHILDREN

Trial by Weed

ILDA WAS SO TIRED of weeding she would think she was in a forest of Quee
the garden. How tiny-small the dain Anne’s Lace.Warm sunlight slanted through the
ty little plants; how very big the wispy branchesThen Gilda saw that all around
husky weeds!The plants, Gilda her were people, but such people as she had ne
thought, were little girls; the weeds before seen.
were boys laughing at theffiihere were so very Some wore gowns of yellguand some wore
many boy-weeds. red, pale purple, deep green, bright orangs
“I hate boys—I| mean weeds,” s Some wore baggy trousers of brown
cried aloud. “I wish there were ng with quaint shoes of mossy col&ut
weeds at all, anywhere.” . the hair—that was outlandish.
It was such a little voice, shg % Everybody boys and girls alike,
scarce heard it at first. It mig .~ had green hairas though grass
have been a pearly drop of de 4 were growing from their tiny
sliding on a blade of grass. But heads. R
grew louder A pleasant voice, j While she was still staring &t
now, like silvery water tinkling @™~ Y them she felt a light touch on lmr
B -. .. arm, and saw her guide.
wide-eyed, toward the sounc@WlE = @Rl ¥ -/  “You must get ready for the
And there she beheld an elfin cred \ ¥ trial, the elfin girl told her in the
ture. Her gown was shimmering R silver-tinkle voice.
blue, her hair a captured sunbear@¥ .. ' “What trial?” Gilda asked, sur
her eyes the color of wood mogss = % prised.
Gilda stared, the creature seemed to grov\' Then one of the figures rose. He hag
larger and lager—or could it be that RoseFalry been seated at the base of a Quemms
Gilda shrank, smaller and smallefhe
creature smiled and held out a teeny hand. green hair was a golden crown. He spoke in a de
“Come,” she ordered. voice like an old, weathered bell.
Gilda, still bewildered, took the han@ihen she “Bring forth the prisonet
felt herself floating, lightly as feather down. For The elfin girl led Gilda along the soft, velvet

what might have been, a second or an h@Gilda moss of the glade till she stood before the King. He

felt herself floating in a luminous lighall at once looked at her sternly through yellow eyes.
the pressure on her hand was released and she feftWhat is the chaye?’ the King demanded.

herself standing still. She opened her eyes and“She said she hated weeds,” the elf girl said.

looked about. Then, all about herGilda heard a murmur that
She was in a glade in a fore$he trees were grew louder and loudgtill it sounded like rain
unlike any trees she had ever seen—feathery abeating hard on the roof, and all the figures move
green and tall, towering far into the skyith a in toward her in a circle. She shrank back, frght
fantastic white crownwWhy;, if it were not absurd, ened, though somehow she knew she would not

Lace tree, and Gilda saw that atop hi$
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harmed.There was more sorrow than anger in theilent little figures.
voices. Gilda would have laughed at the next figurg

At that the King grew very stern indeed (i had she not been so frightened. He was tg
and put his hand to his head, and all ' and skinny and wore a black cap over hi
figures retreated. green hairlike a boy who is being pun

“And she said she wished there we ~__~ ished by the teacheAll his clothes
no weeds at all,” the elf girl went on were tight and black, and silver buck

Then the sound of voices grew s’
louder and again the tiny figure
approached Gilda in a circle. S
looked wildly about her

The King seemed to stand a f
inch taller now in his astonishmei
This time he clapped his hand to |
head and all the figures grew silent a
fell fell back.

“Bring on the witnesses,” called th /
King. had helped her get over the cold.

Up stepped a wizened little man. He woi. Somebody else had joined Boneset. H
black and yellow garments and his face- AGrass EIf was brown and lankyvith a pointed, com
why, his face was that of a humble bee. Gilda ical face.
looked at him closely “l am Hoarhound. | am made into drops that kid

“I am Bumble,” the faded little man said. “I am eat like candybut | am really a medicine.”
in chage of procuring honey from the weeds. Gilda was confused now and felt like ery
When all other blooms have gone, | direct ing. She was tired and wanted to lie dowr
my chages to the weeds for sweet nectr on the ground and shut out all the strang
and food Without the weeds my people figures and sounds.
would perish.” N Just then she saw the elf girl step

He stepped back then and immec before the King.
ately another figure took his place “I represent all th&Veeds,” said thg
and from a distance came a fail§, elf girl. “We are really plant&Ve fur- &
voice and hippity-hop came a secor nish food and shelter to bees and ih
figure. All white he was, with pink ¥ | wild creatures of meadow and wogd.
shoes and certainlya rabbit face. He We furnish pasture to Moo-Moo, the
turned and bowed to his companion, , cow, we give to the fields minerals
mousy grey little man. Gilda could / and vitaminsWe give to man medi
not recognize him by name, though sit¥® cine and oils and sometimes food.
had seen him before somewhere. : We are called weeds when we ¢dg

“l am Bunny” said the second flgure where we are not wanted. But garde

“I am BobWhite,” cried the first figure. 88 plants were once called weeds until ma
“l live among the weeds, went on Bunny ~ found use for themWithout us the garden

bitter.

“I am Boneset,” he rasped infa
harsh voice. “Perhaps the prisoBe
has partaken of my tea I.” -

Everybody laughed then, a sound
like a thousand beads bumping

together Gilda shivered. She had
il taken Boneselea for a cold. How dis
! agreeable it wasret her mother said it

“They offer me shelterThey shield me from my could not growthough we are really weeds wher
enemies.” we invade the garden.

“| eat the berries and fruit of the weeds,” said Bob | do not think Gilda should be judged for hoeing
White. “When the snow spreads over the land like as up when we were where we did not belong. B
blanket, the weeds give me food and comfort.”  she must be judged for her awful wish about us.’

Bunny and BolWhite melted into the crowd of  “Hear, heay’ cried everybody

vJ

led. His face was sharp and rathef
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Once again the King stood up. He gazed &
Gilda, but not unkindly

“I think the prisoner did not understand what sh¢
said. She deserves a second chance. Hoywener
the chage as filed we must find her guilty

“Guilty, guilty,” everybody chorused.

“Gilda, Gilda.”

The little girl saw that her mother was standing
in the doorwaycalling her Gilda shook her head
in confusion.

“What—what is wrong, Mother?”

“Daydreaming again,” her mother lamented
“Daydreaming in that hot sun. $tenough to make
you see things. Perhaps you had better finis
weeding when it is coolégr

Gilda looked about her at the garden. “Perhaps
had,” she said absentl} want to read some about
weeds.”

Her mother smiled and shook her head softly
Little girls were strange creatures—-one neve
could be quite sure of what they were thinkiab.

—B. Coursin Black

To CAPTURE BEAUTY

She tries to capture Beauty
in her dimpled fingers;
I've seen her at it many times—
my small maiden-child.
To enfold the wonder of the firefly
when at evenlight
it winks its velvet gold
across the white moss rose;
to imprison the winged beauty
of the hummingbird as it darts
from bleeding heart to columbine;
or the sea-foams’painted bubbles;
or the luminous moonbeam
on magnolia petals.
How can she knowwho is so young
that opened hand and touch so light
alone make Beauty'wings cease flight?

—NMary Helen Lawson
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