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Uhristmas Thoughts

The Christmas Spirit is a living reality to all who have evolved the
Christ within.

Tt is a sublime fact that we are all Christs in-the-making, and the
sooner we realize that we must cultivate the Christ within before we
can perceive the Christ without, the more we shall hasten the day of
our spiritual illumination.

The Christ Child within alone can guide us into the Way, the Truth
and the Life.

Christmas is truly the holy season of the year, the time when the
spiritual light is most easily contacted and specialized by the aspirant
through deeds of merey, love, and kindness.

et b

Never do the bells sound as festive as when they ring out their mes-
sage to the waiting world, ** The Christ is born.”’

In the bells we have an apt symbol of Christ, the Word, for their
metal tongues proclaim the gospel message of peace and good will.

The Star of Bethlehem shines each year as a mystic midnight Sun,
which enters our planet at the winter solstice and radiates from the
center of our globe, Life, Light, and Love, the three divine attributes.

—MAX HEINDEL
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The Higher Law of Christ

NE of the most wholly satisfying assurances to be gained from a
O study of Hsoterie Christianity is that our ever-growing universe
and everything contained therein is governed by law—wise immutable
law. According to a divine plan or scheme of things was our universe
created and established, and, guided by the same beneficent wisdom
embodied in numerous perfectly synchronized laws, the evolutionary
progress of all beings in the universe goes on apace.

It is also explained in the Western Wisdom Teachings that ‘‘the
universe is divided into seven different worlds or states of matter, and
that the substance of each of these worlds is amenable to laws which
are practically inoperative in the others. For instance, in the Physical
‘World, matter is subject to gravity, contraction, and expansion. In the
Desire World there is neither heat nor cold, and forms levitate as easily
as they gravitate. Distance and time are also governing factors of exist-
ence in the Physical World, but are almost non-existent in the Desire
World.”’

Furthermore, it is taught that each age has its own peculiar condi-
tions and laws, the spiral Law of Evolution bringing about the change
from one epoch to another on a higher level, with its new opportunities
for expansion of the powers of the evolving Spirit. Thus laws needed
for the unfoldment of consciousness in one period of time may be wholly
unnecessary at a later period. Those who realize and call forth the in-
finite possibilities of inherent deific energy forge ahead and reach stages
of consciousness where they are exempt from the laws governing the
planes on a lower level.

Astronomers have accurately charted the regular orbital passage of
the planets about the central Sun, and of the moons about their parent
bodies. Thus we observe the action of the Law of Alternation, or Peri-
odicity, which prevails during the present age of the rainbow or diver-
sity, decreeing that activity and rest, ebb and flood, summer and winter,
must follow each other in unbroken sequence. These laws also account
for the fact that the pendulum has to swing as far to one side of a neu-
tral point as it has swung to the other, in both the macrocosmic greater
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world and in microcosmic man. The brighter the light, the deeper the
shadow, and the greater the exaltation, the deeper the depression of
Spirit which follows it.

So it is that the spiritual aspirant may soar to the very throne of
grace times out of number and then fall to the lowest pit of despair.
Pain and sorrow, joy and happiness are measures of alternation. We
cannot live in one without eventually craving the other, any more than
we can remain in heaven and gather experiences that are to be found
- only upon Earth. However, the persistent aspirant will sometime over-
come the world, defy the Law of Alternation, and rise by the power of
the Spirit to the Father of Spirits, free from the toils of emotion, filled
with the peace that passeth all understanding.

We note the operation of the Laws of Attraction and Association
when we see musicians come together in the concert hall, writers in
literary groups, art lovers at art galleries, gamblers at the race tracks,
drink addicts at the cocktail bar, eriminals in underworld habitats,
spiritual aspirants at an ashram or a Camp Farthest Out. The attrac-
tive power is intangible but ever present and potent.

These same laws, in cooperation with the Law of Rebirth, function
to bring us to birth into families, communities ,and countries where we
have formed ties of one kind or another in previous lives on the earth
plane. We meet the same Egos again so that ties of destiny may be
adjusted or fulfilled. Our friends of today are those we befriended
yester-life, and our enemies are those with whom we were at variance
in forgotten previous lives.

The Law of Progress provides for the taking on of a better body
each time the individualized Spirit returns to a new birth, and as man
progresses in mental, moral, and spiritual attainment in consequence of
the accumulated experiences of past lives he comes into an improved
environment, or an environment that will give him the needed new
opportunities. It should be remembered, however, that these laws are
not blind laws. They are subject to frequent modifications determined
by those great Beings, the Lords of Destiny, or Recording Angels, whose
duty it is to see that each person receives exactly what he needs for his
development.

But as Spirits progress in learning through experience to conquer
the world, to overcome the lower self and attain self-mastery, they gain
more and more latitude in regard to rebirth. A wider choice of lives is
offered at each rebirth. Eventually there comes a time, for the aspirant
who persists in his regenerative efforts, when all lessons have been
learned and he is emancipated from the Wheel of Rebirth. Having
passed through the Lesser and Greater Initiations, he may then incar-
nate as he chooses.

The Law of Consequence is Nature’s law of justice. Under it every
cause produces an effect, and every effect is the result of a cause. It
decrees that whatsoever a man sows that shall he surely reap. What we
are, what we have, all our good qualities are the result of our labor in
the past. Thence our talents. What we lack in physical, moral, or men-
‘tal accomplishment is due to the neglect of opportunities in the past,
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for we have free will to choose our actions and re-actions. So it is that
the Law of Consequence brings us into whatever place is best fitted or
us by our previous experiences in former lives. We attract just what we
merit. All experiences that come to us are exactly what we need to give
us the appropriate impetus for our next step in the unfoldment of con-
sciousness.

In the beneficent arrangement of things which makes it possible for

. us, by the exertion of our inherent will power, to regenerate ourselves

through obedience to law and thus emancipate ourselves from it, we
glimpse the wonderful love of God and His solicitude for our Welfare
and progress. Always should we remember that love is higher than law,
and Christ, the embodiment of the Love-Wisdom Principle, ‘‘opened
up the way of repentance and reform whereby we may obtain forgive-
ness of sin . . . by application of a higher law, whereby we accomplish
here that which would otherwise be delayed until death had forced the
day of reckoning.’’

As taught in the Rosicrucian Teachings, the technique for obtaining
forgiveness for ‘‘sin (disobedience to divine law) involves three steps.
The first of these is repentance—recognizing our disobedience or trans-
gression and feeling from the depth of our being a humility and contri-
tion for our wrong doing. In thus beginning a re-conditioning of our
consciousness we acknowledge our own responsibility, accepting the fact
that only that which we attract by our thoughts and actions (in the
present life or a past one) can come to us.

The second step is restitution—the making ‘‘payment’’ in so far as
is possible to the person or persons negatively affected by us. If it be
physically impossible to make this restitution, then we may rest secure
in the realization that the Higher Ones read our hearts and minds and
know our inmost feelings. When the sincere desire to make restitution
is present, though the actual making of it be impossible, the required
effect is accomplished. The third and crowning step in this spiritualiza-
tion technique is reform. As essential as the first two steps are, they
avail little unless followed by a real change in character. When the
change has actually oceurred, the individual partakes of the ‘‘grace’’
of the Christ and is no longer subject to the usual karmic results of the
initial wrongdoing.

So it is that by the intense application of the power of our own
inherent godhood we may, day by day, quicken the reconditioning pro-
cess of our mental, emotional, and physical selves, until eventually we
are liberated ‘“‘into a full measure of the stature of the Sons of God—
crowned with glory, honor, and immortality, and free from the power
of sin, sickness, and suffering which now curtail our lives by reason of
our ignorance and non-conformity to the laws of God. The divine pur-
pose demands this emancipation, but whether it is to be accomplished
hv the long and tedious process of evolution or by the immensely
quicker pathway of initiation depends upon whether or not we are will-
ing to lend our cooperation.’’

May this Christmas Season bring a quickening within the soul of
men and women everywhere so that they will strive more ardently to
establish the Higher Law of Christ—the Law of Love—in their lives.



Dickens' "Christmas Carol”

Occultly Considered

A8

HIS literary gem of Charles Dickens

has been a household word in the
English-speaking world. There is an ap-
peal woven into it that strikes to the
heartstrings of all who are familiar with
the English tradition of Christmas. In
it the occult student finds much food for
thought, because it reveals very clearly
that Charles Dickens was familiar with
the teachings of the Western Wisdom
School, and it will be seasonable to con-
sider it at this time.

The opening chapter gives the facts of
the death of Marley, and the connection
of Scrooge to the dead man; also great
emphasis is laid on the fact that Mar-
ley is as dead as a door nail, and that
Scrooge recognized and knew of his
death,

Here Dickens is portraying the crys-
tallized consciousness of the materialist,
who is sunk in the vain and worthless
quest for the acquisition of wealth, and
who is dead to all the finer, softer
promptings of the higher self.

Scrooge and Marley were the epitome
of calloused greed and selfishness, and
this is presented to give a vivid contrast
to the living, pulsating vibration that is
so marked at this particular season. It

is called the Christmas Spirit, but in
reality it is the renewal of the life of
the Earth, through the return of the
great Christ Spirit, and this story shows
its wonderful power.

Secrooge was a hard subject to impress.
He reveals this in the following remark:
“If T could work my will,”’ said Scrooge
indignantly, ‘‘every idiot who goes about
with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips,
should be boiled with his own pudding,
and buried with a stake of holly through
his heart. He should.”

But even this hardened scoffer even-
tually melted under the Christ Spirit
of compassion and love. His utter lack
of sympathy is shown in his treatment
of his clerk, his nephew, and the two
men who pleaded for the poor.

His nephew proclaims his belief in
Christmas in the following confession:
““There are many things from which I
have not profited, I dare say, Christmas
among the rest. But I am sure I have
always thought of Christmas-time, when
it has come round, apart from the vener-
ation due to its sacred name and origin,
if anything belonging to it can be apart
from that, as a good time, a kind, for-
giving, charitable, pleasant time; the
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only time I know of in the long calendar
of the year, when men and women seem
by one consent to open their shut-up
hearts freely, and to think of people be-
low them, as if they really were fellow
passengers to the grave, and not another
race of creatures bound on other jour-
neys. And therefore, Uncle, though it
has never put a scrap of gold or silver
in my pockets, T believe that it kas done
me, and will do me good ; and I say, God
bless it.”’

In this is proclaimed the influence of
the Christ Spirit in promoting the Broth-
erhood of Man,

Scrooge’s state of consciousness is
shown by his surroundings, his office and
gloomy living quarters.

The awakening starts when Scrooge
beholds Marley’s face on the door in the
place of the big door knocker. This
stirred him considerably, but he seoffed
at it.

Later in the evening he is again start-
led by psychic happenings, or ghosts, as
common parlance has it. Into the deserip-
tion of Marley’s ghost Dickens weaves
the occult facts of life after death.
Scrooge sees Marley as he was in life
except that his body is transparent, and
the buttons on the back of his coat can
be plainly seen through the body. The
narrative goes on, showing how Marley
has a chain round his waist, and it winds
round and hangs like a tail; also it is
made of cash boxes, keys, padlocks, ledg-
ers, deeds, and heavy purses wrought in
steel, and all these are hanging on him,
an awful reminder of the things of dross
that he worshipped in life.

‘What we cling to in life, clings to us
after death, be it good or ill!

Scrooge, trembling, addresses the
ghostly visitant:

“You are fettered. Tell me why.”’

““I wear the chain I forged in life,”’
replied the Ghost. ‘I made it link by
link, and yard by yard; I girded it on
of my own free will, and of my own free
will I wore it.”’

Ghostly Marley also reminds Serooge
that he has a heavy chain attached to
him, but it is invisible at that time.

In advanced teachings we know that
we do create conditions in the subtle
substance of the Invisible Worlds, and
these conditions are just as real to us
there as the dense forms of the material
world are here; and this truth is very
graphically put by Dickens in this way.
Also he knows that we have to suffer
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there in consciousness until we have
learned the necessary lesson through
suffering and remorse.

Dickens emphasizes this in the con-
tinuing conversation of Serooge and his
visitor.

““Seven years dead,”” mused Scrooge,
““and traveling all the time.”’

““The whole time,”” said the Ghost,

‘no rest no peace. Incessant torture of
remorse.’

Later the phantom proceeds:

‘O captive, bound and double ironed,
not to know that ages of incessant labor,
by immortal creatures, for this earth
must pass into eternity before the good
of which it is susceptible is all developed.
Not to know that any Christian Spirit
working kindly in its little sphere, what-
ever it may be, will find its mortal life
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too short for its vast means of useful-
ness. Not to know that no space of regret
can make amends for one life’s opportu-
nities unused. Yet such was I! Oh, such
wasI!”’

This explanation is very similar to
that given in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception on page 104; the case of a
miser is there used to show how the de-
sires of earth cling to us in the after-
death condition. At length these condi-
tions drop away, and we are free to go
on to other lessons that we learn in be-
tween lives, because evolution is a fact
in the Invisible Worlds as it is in the
visible.

After a little more conversation Marley
prepares to depart, but warns Scrooge
that he still has a chance to retrieve con-
ditions he had built on the Earth plane.
Also he announces that he will be vis-
ited by three Spirits who will come at
certain stated times.

The spectre then departs through the
window, which opens as the Ghost ap-
proaches.

It is interesting to know that Dickens
was aware of the fact that Spirits in the
Desire World cannot see through glass,
and are not able to pass through it, so
he makes the window open for Marley
to pass through. By observing these de-
tails we can check up on the knowledge
possessed by Dickens.

Scrooge follows to the window, and
there he sees many other phantoms, who
are in the same plight as Marley, all
wandering about and moaning because
now they want to do the good they neg-
lected to do in the physical life.

The next step in Serooge’s experience
is the advent of the first of the three
Spirits.

One peculiarity about this Spirit, or
“¢Ghost of Christmas Past’’ was that the
figure fluctuated and changed in appear-
ance with startling rapidity; and this
coincides with the Rosierucian Teach-
ings relative to the conditions in the
Desire World.

The Spirit insists that Serooge come
along, and they pass through the wall
and start on a journey. During this jour-
ney Scrooge is taken to revisit all the
scenes of his early life; this brings about
the awakening of his heart, and he again
experiences the feelings and emotions of
his lonely youth as he views his school
days, the period of apprenticeship, and
his early manhood. His hopes, joys, and
sorrows of a bygone day are revived. He
suffers acutely when reviewing a scene
with his former sweetheart, particularly
the scene in which his engagement is
broken. The family bliss of the wife,
husband, and daughter moves him pro-
foundly when he realizes that it is the
picture of what might have been. This so
upsets Serooge that he struggles against
the influence of this ghostly visitant, and
he seizes the peculiar pointed cap of the
Spirit and forces it down over its head.

Then Secrooge awakens and finds him-
self in his own room.

So it is with the Higher Self, and con-
science in man. Scrooge represents the
lower, selfish nature of man, which tries
to put out all the higher thoughts and
emotions, and stifle the voice of con-
science. But the Spirit of the Christ
every year permeates the Earth and fills
the atmosphere with the wonderful vi-
brating love that penetrates and softens
even the most hardened for the time be-
ing.

So the ““Spirit of Christmas Past’’
registered a victory, for it stirred up
the higher part of Serooge and made him
feel remorse.

Then came the second ghostly visitor,
““The Spirit of Christmas Present,”
whom Serooge finds in his living room,
surrounded by all the traditional good
fare of Christmas; and the Spirit was
there in the midst of it like a jolly giant.

This is symbolic of the way in which
the good will of Christmas expresses it-
self, and should be manifested in an
abundance and overflowing to each and
all who are in need.
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Tonight Scrooge is in a chastened
mood and tells the Phantom so.

‘“Spirit,”” said Serooge submissively, -

‘““conduct me where you will. I went
forth last night on compulsion, and I
learned a lesson which is working now.
Tonight, if you have aught to teach me,
let me profit by it.”’

Here is the awakening of the Higher
Self. Serooge is willing to listen and
learn.

The Spirit takes Scrooge and shows
him the poor common people, all strug-
gling to take part in the Christmas fes-
tivities, the Spirit evincing very intense
interest in their affairs, and radiating
harmony and good will over them from
its magic touch as it passed.

The home of Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s
poor overworked clerk, is the first place
visited, and although poor, it is clean
and scintillating with love and family
happiness. The kindly Spirit who is
Scrooge’s guide, blesses Bob Cratchit’s
humble dwelling. Then Serooge sees how
Bob and his family enter into the true
spirit of Christmas; he sees all the chil-
dren and the wife, who is making a brave
showing on the miserable pittance that
Serooge allows Bob Cratchit as a weekly
wage. He sees Tiny Tim, the little crip-
ple who has such a brave soul in his tiny
hampered form, and whom all the family
love dearly. The interest of Scrooge is
aroused by the little crippled child, and
he asks if Tiny Tim will live.

“I see a vacant seat,”’ replied the
Gthost, ‘‘in the poor chimney corner, and
a crutch without an owner, carefully
preserved. If these shadows remain un-
altered by the Future, the child will
die.”’

Here Scrooge, in an agony of remorse,
remembering the beggarly wages he paid
the father, pleaded that the child might
live.

Occultly it is known that before any-
thirg happens in the physical world, an
archetype is formed in the substance of
the higher world; this can be seen with

the sight of that world. But this arche-
type can be altered under certain condi-
tions, and Dickens knew this phase of
occult law.

In Serooge’s grief about Tiny Tim we
see the influence of the Christmas Spirit
working upon greed and selfishness, and
the awakening of the higher nature that
manifests in compassion and good will.

Then the Spirit took Secrooge to see
other scenes of the celebration of Christ-
mas, and he saw that men did have a
kinder and more tolerant spirit to each

HImgghrigimaa

other at this holy season. He saw his
nephew having a good time with his
friend, and he even had a kind thought
for his miserly uncle.

Scrooge and the Ghost then pass on,
and the latter shows Scrooge two poor
wretched children who are named “‘Ig-
norance’’ and ‘“‘Want.”” The Ghost pro-
claims the wretched creatures to be the
children of Man. At this ‘‘The Ghost of
Christmas Present,’”’ vanishes.

But Scrooge is not yet through with
ghosts, because true to Marley’s pro-
phecy, the third and last appears — a
hooded, draped, and solemn phantom:
““The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.”’

This last visitant takes Scrooge to the
city, and he there hears a group of men

(Continued on page 20)
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JOHN BREWSTER SMITH

(Coneclusion)

HE lights were dim in the corridor

when they got off. Down at the end
was the nurse’s station, lit brilliantly
from above. Standing behind the desk
was Mrs. Bartlett, the eleven-to eleven
shift floor nurse. She was talking to the
three-to-eleven nurse who was putting
things in order at the end of her shift.

Soon the three-to-eleven nurse finished
up her last minute tasks and they all
went into the floor lounge for the nightly
ritual of report. The three-to-eleven
nurse went hurriedly down the list of
patients.

“Mr. Cardwell is fine. He’s due for
discharge tomorrow. Mr. Byrd is still
okay. Mrs. Murrow in eight-ten went to
surgery today for a lumbar laminectomy.
She hag a special nurse on tonight, but
seems to be doing fine.”’ She went on
down the list. ‘‘Eight-twenty, Mr. Wen-
dell,”’ she said. ‘‘He’s still alive, but so
help me, T don’t know why. He just lies
in there day after day, under that oxy-
gen tent, in a coma. It would sure be a
fine blessing to that man and his wife if
he would just go ahead and die.”’

“‘Yes, it’s a shame that it has to be
like that,”” Mrs. Bartlett said. ‘‘That
little woman surely has a hard time of
it, staying in there with him all the time.
and not being able to afford any nurses
to help. She’s a brave little woman.”’

““Well,”” the three-to-eleven nurse said
as she got up, ‘I guess that’s it for re-
port tonight. I’m going home.”” They
said goodnight and she left.

Mrs. Bartlett, Minnie and Johnny
went out to the desk to get ready for the
night’s work. Mrs. Bartlett started pre-
paring her midnight medications while
Johnny and Minnie began to write open-

ing notations on the patients’ charts.
They worked in silence for a time. Then
Mrs. Bartlett went off with a tray of
syringes, and Johnny and Minnie were
left alone.

““It’s too bad about Mr. Wendell, isn’t
it?’’ Johnny remarked absently as he
wrote on a chart.

““Yes, but in a way he’s been pretty
lucky, you know, to have a wife there to
take care of him.”’

““Yes,”” Johnny agreed, ‘‘but it almost
doesn’t seem fair to her, having to go
through all she’s going through.”’

“Maybe not,”” Minnie answered, ‘‘but
things seem to go that way.”’

T wonder how much longer he’ll last.
He can’t get well.”’

“You can’t tell about that. You just
have to wait.”’

““What exactly is wrong with Mr.
‘Wendell. anyhow?’’ Johnny asked.

“Just about everything that can be,
I guess,”” Minnie replied. ‘“He had a
stroke a while back, then some sort of
artery disease that they operated for.
Now he’s got pneumonia and all kinds
of complications. He’s been real sick for
about two years.”’

““Tt just doesn’t seem right for some-
body to have to suffer that long before
he goes.”’

““Well, some people say that pain and
trouble come because you haven’t lived
right,”’ said Minnie.

““But his wife — look at what she’s
been through, for no reason at all.”’

“T wouldn’t say for no reason, John-
nvy 2

“But how can you justify it?”’ John-
ny asked.
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Minnie continued working with her
charts as she answered. ‘‘Well, there
must be a law of justice—some call it the
Law of Consequence. According to that
we reap as we sow.”’

‘“But many people seem to have more
trouble than seems justified from what
they’ve done. Take Mr. Wendell — he
surely hasn’t been so wicked.”’

““Perhaps, Johnny, we’ve lived before,
as many people believe,”” ventured Min-
nie.

““H-m-m. I think I’ve read about that
somewhere, but I’m not sure I can aceept
it. Sounds sort of reasonable though.’”’

Johnny finished up the chart he was
working on and glanced down the corri-
dor toward Mr. Wendell’s room .‘T think
'l run down to the room and see if
they need anything.’’ he said to Minnie.
‘“She’s so good about not asking until
she absolutely has to.”’

‘“‘Yeah, that’s a good idea.’’ Minnie
agreed.

Johnny opened the door to No. 820
and looked inside. Mrs. Wendell was sit-
ting in a chair against the wall, watch-
ing the bed. The oxygen tent was going,
making its constant hum, and the intra-
venous bottle was dripping into the tube
taped into the thin arm, so regularly, so
precisely, that one could almost hear it.
That intravenous bottle was always go-
ing; so was the oxygen tent

It would drive me crazy to be in there
oll that time, never knowing when he
maght die, just listening to that oxygen
tent, and watching that 1.V. bottle drip,
Johnny thought. I don’t know how she
does it.

Mr. Wendell was a little man, about
forty, dried up from disease, on the
point of death. His face, now covered
with a two-weeks growth of beard, looked
tortured, but kind. Here I’ve been help-
ing to take care of him for over two
weeks, Johnny thought, and I’'ve never
satd so much as @ word to him, yet I feel
that I know him.

‘“Hello, Mrs. Wendell,”’ Johnny greet-
ed her. “‘I just stopped to see if there
was anything I could do.”’

‘“Thanks, Johnny,’”” Mrs. Wendell
smiled. She called everybody on the floor
by name. ‘‘I gues I don’t need anything
right now. I’ll call you if I do.”’

‘‘Be sure to, Mrs. Wendell, if you need
anything at all,”’ Johnny said. ““We're
here to help you, you know.”’

““Thanks a lot, Johnny,”’ she said.

““Well, good night.”’

‘“Gtood night, Johnny.’’

Johnny went back to the desk. ‘‘He
surely does look bad,”’ he said to Min-
nie. “‘I guess there’s nothing else to be
done, though.”’

““No, I guess not.”’

““You know,’” he looked pensive. ‘‘it’s
good to work with people like the Wen-
dells. Every time I go in there I just
feel real fine about it, even when I have
to do something messy like cleaning the
bed. I ean’t exactly explain it, but I
think it may be the thing that makes me
like the hospital.”’

“You’re right, Johnny. It does make
you feel good, somehow, especially when
the people are so nice, and need help,
like the Wendells. It’s a fine thing.”’

They worked on the charts for a while,
and presently Mrs. Bartlett came back
with the tray of empty syringes. She
removed the needles and put them in the
bowl to be sterilized. Then she washed
her hands. Mrs. Bartlett was always
washing her hands. She glanced up at
the call-light board.

““Mrs. Wendell has the light on,’’ she
said.

‘“‘She never puts it on unless she needs
something bad,”” Minnie remarked, put-
ting down her chart. ‘I guess I’d better
go down and see what she wants.”’

“I’ll go,”” Mrs. Bartlett said, ‘‘you’re
busy,”” and she went off down the cor-
ridor.

She had been in the room only a few
moments when the red emergency light
flashed on. Minnie was on her feet in an
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instant. ‘‘ This may be it, Johnny.”” They
both hurried down the corridor into the
room.

Mrs. Bartlett was on one side of the
bed and Mrs. Wendell on the other. Mrs.
Bartlett had her head beneath the oxy-
gen tent, working deftly with a suection
tube trying to remove an obstruction to
Mr. Wendell’s breathing. She pushed
the plastic suction catheter gently, but
firmly up his nose, twisting, probing.
Then she pushed it down his throat. then
into the opening eut into his neck for
the tracheal breathing tube. The suction
pump whirred and sputtered as it shot
greyish - orange mucus into the refuse
bottle. Mr. Wendell’s body convulsed at
long intervals as if making giant efforts
to begin breathing again. The beat of his
heart could be seen faintly stirring the
white bed sheet. His skin became livid,
then blue.

Mrs. Wendell was bending over the
bed with tears streaming down her face.
“Not yet, God. Please not yet. Just a
little bit longer, God,’’ she whispered in
a muffled voice. Then suddenly she col-
lapsed and fell with a dull thump to the
floor.

Mrs. Bartlett kept working away. Min-
nie went over and picked Mrs. Wendell
up and laid her in the chair against the
wall. “‘Get on the phone, Johnny, and
call a resident doctor down here quick,’’
Mrs. Bartlett said.

Johnny ran out the door and down to
the desk and called. The resident doctor
said he would be there right away. He
went back into the room. Mr. Wendell’s
face was quite white now, and the tor-
tured expression was gone. although his
eyes were wide open. Mrs. Bartlett stood
beside the bed, and Minnie stood beside
Mrs. Wendell.

The resident doctor came, and after a
few moments pronounced Mr. Wendell
dead. He looked at Mrs. Wendell who
had come to again and was sobbing soft-
ly.
“You've had a hard time,”” he said.
“I’l1 give you something, and you can

rest a while.”” He ordered the medica-
tion for Mrs. Wendell and left.

“I'm so glad,”’ she said brokenly.
““‘that I was here. Even if he didn’t know
it, I’'m so glad. I wouldn’t have had any-
body else take care of him. It makes it
so much easier on me now.”’

* * %

The body had been taken to the
morgue, and Johnny and Minnie were
back at the desk talking. ¢‘Minnie,”’
Johnny said, ‘‘if there was somebody
willing to help you to do something that
you wanted to do awfully bad, would
you let them help you, even if it wasn’t
their place or their responsibility to help
you, even if you knew it might be a little
hard on them?”’

““Well, Johnny, I don’t know how you
can say whose responsibility it is to help
who. I guess everybody helps everybody
else in this world, if they’re any good
at all.”’

““Minnie, I want to go back to the
University so bad that I can taste it. My
aunt will help me: she offered to, but I
was too stubborn-—too proud maybe—to
accept it. Well, I’ve learned something
tonight. I'm not stubborn now. I’'m going
to let her help me—and maybe some day
I can — well, —kind of pass that help
along to somebody else. I can see now
that that’s the only way anybody ever
makes it in this world. We are really all
one; each dependent on the rest and only
through helping each other can we ever
really attain. Minnie, I’m going to go
back to college with the full awakening
that I’m now better able to serve human-
ity and accept the help of others after
seeing the drama of love and service en-
acted here at the hospital.”’

““Good, Johnny. You ought never to
be too proud to take good honest help.
Pride’s nice, but it’s not worth anything
on the going market. You may even help
me sometime—who knows? I’ve got no
pride, that’s for sure!”’

““Qure, Minnie. Any time, any time at
all.”?
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Taken from His Writings

Freemasonry and Catholicism

(SEvVENTH INSTALLMENT)

The Mystery of
Melchisedec

LIONG all the characters mentioned
in the Bible none is more myste-
rious than Melchisedec; said to be with-
out father, mother, or earthly kin, fznd
holding the dual office of king and priest.
Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews gives
us most information showing the con-
nection between Christ and Melchisedee,
both of them Kings and High Priests,
but ¢f different dispensations,

“od who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in times past unto
the fathers by the Prophets has in these
last days spoken unto us by His Son
whom Ie has appointed heir of all
things, by whom also He made the
worlds. * No man taketh this
honor unto himself but he that is called
of (od, as was Aaron. So also Christ
olorified not Himself to be made a High
??riest, but He that said unto Him ‘Thou
art my Son, today have I begotten Thee.’
As He saith also in another place, Thou
art a Priest for The Age after the order
of Melchisedee, who in the day of His
flesh when He had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong erying
and tears unto Him that was able to save
Him from death and was heard in that
He feared though He were a son, yet
iearned e obedience by the things He
suffered; and being made perfect, He
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became author of eternal salvation unto
all that obey Him ; called of God a High
Priest after the order of Melchisedee,
of whom we have many things to say
and hard to be uttered. * * * For this
Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the
Most High God, who met Abraham re-
turning from the slaughter of kings and
blessed him ; to whom also Abraham gave
a tenth part of all, first being by inter-
pretation king of righteousness and after
that also king of Salem, which is king of
peace; without father, without mother,
without ancestors, having neither begin-
ning of days nor end of life but made like
unto the Son of God, abideth a priest
continually. * * #* And here men that die
(the Levites) receive tithes, but there
he receiveth them of whom it is wit-
nessed that He liveth. * * * Tf
therefore, perfection were by the law
and its priesthood what further need
was there that another priest should rise
after the order of Melchisedee and not
be called after the order of Aaron?
* # % Tor it is evident that our Lord
sprang out of Judah of which tribe
Moses spake nothing econcerning the
priesthood. And it is yet far more evi-
dent for that after the similitude of
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest
who is made not after the law of carnal
commandments but after the power of
an endless life, for he testifies ‘Thou art
a priest for The Age, after the order of
Melchisedec.” * * * By go much was
Jesus made the surety of a better testa-
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ment; * * * because He continueth
ever and has an Age lasting priesthood;
* * * for the law maketh men High
Priests who have infirmities, but the
‘Word of God which was since the law,
maketh the Son who is consecrated for
evermore, Now of the things which we
have spoken this is the sum; we have
such a High Priest who is set on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the Heavens, a minister of the sanc-
tuary and of the true tabernacle, which
the Lord made and not man. * * ¥
Almost all things are by the law purged
with blood, and without the shedding
of blood there is no remission; it was
therefore necessary that the pattern of
things in the heavens should be purified
with these, but the heavenly things
themselves were better sacrifices than
these, for Christ is not entered into the
holy place made with hands which are
the figures of the true, but into Heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for us; * * * and now has
He obtained a more excellent ministry
by how much also He is mediator of a
better covenant which was established
upon better promises; for if the first
covenant had been perfect then there
should be no place for a second. But
finding fault with the old He saith
‘Behold the days come when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah, not accord-
ing to the covenant that I made with
their fathers in the day when I took
them by the hand and led them out of
the land of Egypt. because they contin-
ued not in my eovenant, and I regarded
them not,’ saith the Lord. ¥ * * For this
is the covenant that I will make to the
House of Israel after those days, saith
the Lord. ‘I will put my laws into their
minds and write them in their hearts,
and T will be to them a God and they
shall be to me a people and they shall not
teach every man his neighbor and every
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord,
for all shall know me from the least to
the greatest.” ”’

The foregoing quotations from Paul’s
Epistle to the Hebrews are not found
there consecutively as here arranged. It
is necessary to piece the Bible narrative
together intelligently so that we may ob-
tain an outline of the future development
which has been sketched out by the divine
Hierarchs to constitute our evolution.
Comprehension of this plan is essential
to the correct understanding of the
cosmie relationship of Freemasonry and
Catholicism. It is also necessary to ap-
preciate fully the purpose of the Molten
Sea and to learn how intelligently to
make this wonderful alloy. As Paul says,
these things are hard to say, but we shall
make an attempt to present the mystery
of Melchisedeec and the Molten Sea in
plain language so that we may aid in the
expressed purpose of the Bible to enlight-
en all men, that all shall know from the
least to the greatest what is the purpose
of evolution, and thus give them a chance
to align themselves with the trend of
cosmic events.

To understand the mystery of Melchi-
sedec we must revert to the earlier epochs
of man’s stay upon the earth during the
age called the Hyperborean Epoch. The
earth was then in an extremely heated
condition. Man-in-the-making was then
double sexed, male-female, like so many
of our present plants, and he also resem-
bled the plants in being inert and lack-
ing in desire and aspiration. At that time
man was the tractable ward of the Divine
Hierarchs who guided him physically.
these being darkly referred to in the
Bible as ‘“Kings of Edom.’’ Later, dur-
ing the Lemurian Epoch, when the body
of man had crystallized and condensed
somewhat more, mankind was divided
into sexes physically.

(To be continued)

Cleansing the blood from egoism is the
mystery of Golgotha.
—Max HEINDEL
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Revealing the Hidden Mysteries

Fear them mnot therefore: for there is
nothing covered that shall not be rvealed H
and hid, that shall not be known. What I
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light:
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye
upcn the housetops. Matt. 10:26, 27.

And he said unto them, Is & candle brought
to be put under a bushel, or under a bed
and not to be set on a candlestick? For there
is nothing hid, which shall not be manifest-
ed; neither was anything kept secret, but
that it should come abroad. If any man have
ears to hear, let him hear. Mark 4:21-23.

No man, when he hath lighted a candle,
covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under
a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that
they which enter in may see the light.

For nothing is secret, that shall not be
made manifest; neither any thing hid, that
shall not be known and come abroad.

Take heed therefore how ye hear; for
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and
whosoever hath not, from him shall be tak-
en even that which he seemeth to have.

Luke 8:16-18.

These three quotations from the three
synoptic Gospels illustrate how three
separate personalities reacted to the
same thought. How very important it is
for each one of us to make our own con-
tacts with universal truth, not relying
on an intermediary, because the revela-
tions of a second person will, of neces-
sity, be colored by his own personal
needs and limitations.

Matthew, accustomed to working di-
rectly with people, would shout his glad
tidings from the housetops. For him that
was the best way to tell others of the
mysteries that had been revealed to him.
He knew from experience the deep need
men had for the light, and the equally
deep neced, when once found, to express
it. Yet we are reminded of what an In-
dian sage said to the eminent American
religionist, . Stanley Jones, when he
was in India on a mission: ‘““What the
Ameriean people do speaks so loudly that

I cannot hear what you are saying,’’ so
the phrase ‘‘preach from the housetops’’
must not be taken too literally.

Mark also had had a mystery revealed
to him. Until the time of the Crucifixion
when the veil of the Temple was rent,
only those who had been chosen and had
undergone rigorous training were eligi-
ble for initiation into the ¢‘Mysteries.”’
John the Baptist is a good illustration of
the old type of those men who, through
ascetic discipline, had prepared them-
selves for baptism. But now there were
enough people spiritually advanced so
that the way to spiritual unfoldment
could be proclaimed openly — but only
to those who had ‘‘ears’” and could un-
derstand. From now on the great Christ
Spirit would control this planet and He
would put His teachings into the heart
of everyone. He would ‘“hide’’ it there,
and they, through their actions, would
manifest them openly. One need not be
clairvoyant to look into men’s faces and
tell which one loves his neighbor, and
which one hates his. If a man loves
money he surrounds himself with it and
the things it buys; his every thought is
concentrated on how to get it, to spend
it, or to hoard it. If a man is genuinely
interested in others he does not need to
shout it from the housetops, all people
love and trust him and flock to him.
Truly we acknowledge the Christ’s love
or lack of it in our every action.

But illumination comes only to those
who have disciplined themselves just as
rigorously as John the Baptist had, and
have opened their ‘“ears.”’ Christ has
chosen all to be initiated and has point-
ed out the path, but we must learn to
walk on that path alone.

(Conitinued on page 34)
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The Faculty of Intuition

E.B.

NTUITION—our winged inner sense,
the magical perceptive power by
which a human after many, many lives
of conscious regeneration, purification,
and simplification, is able to effect an in-
stantaneous realization of spiritual fact
or law inherent in any expression of phe-
nomena, experience, or relationship. The
presence of this perceptive power or fac-
ulty in the consciousness of a human is
evidence of his dedicated pursuance of
truth and dedicated endeavor to spir-
itualize his autonomy (self-rulership)
through Love.

Egos who have evolved this faculty
have appeared in many places through-
out human history, but they are now in-
carnating in greater numbers than ever
before. These persons, in degree, repre-
sent a vanguard in the evolutionary prep-
aration for the New Age; they bring in
from their developments in past lives the
evidence of the potential of Intuition
possessed by all humans and which all
humans are eventually to develop and
express. The present expansion in scien-
tific exploration and invention external-
izes this “New Age advent’’ because the
human’s ability to invent mechanisms
and instruments is based largely on in-
tuitive perception of principles.

Consider for a moment that mechan-
ism which most perfectly externalizes the
intuitive faculty: the electronic calcula-

tor. This mechanism produces, almost
instantly. the aceurate solution of math-
ematical combinations and problems so
complicated that highly trained people
require hours to solve them. Recognize,
by correspondence, that human intuition
in action is based on the same power of
accurate, synthesizing perception that is
externalized by this fabulous machine.

The word ‘‘intuition’’ is directly de-
rived from two Latin root-words which,
together, mean to look info. By the syn-
chronized action of our two eyes — the
polarized physical expression of visual
perception—we look af things. Even the
study of an X-ray picture reveals only
that aspect of the physical which is be-
neath the exterior surface. It is by the
action of the single eye of truthful per-
ception, externalized in the physical as
the pituitary gland, that we ‘“in-to-it-
ively perceive that which is with-in the
physical, that from which the physical
proceeds. Every single mechanism ever
devised by humans represents an exter-
nalization of an intuitive perception of a
principle of the cosmos.

Think of the genius possessed by the
human who first intuitively perceived the
principle of the wheel and reproduced
that principle in physical form! Or the
prineiple of the boat, or the use of fire,
or the principle of the radio, or that of
motion pictures; all of these devices,
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from the simplest to the most complex,
were perceived as applications of cosmie
principles to form and the perception, in
each case. was experienced inwardly as
intuitive funetioning.

It has been said, and with truth, that
a human cannot invent a device or me-
chanism the principle of which does not
have correspondence with an actual or a
potential faculty of the human. The con-
verse can be state: The inner-power of
humans can discover ways and means to
externalize each and every principle of
the cosmos which has correspondence
with the human’s potentialities. The old
saw holds true: there is nothing new
under the sun; there are only different
ways to externalize what is perceived
““under the Sun’’ and the perceiving is
always some degree of intuitive action.
Only the higher faculties make possible
the perception of that which is ‘“‘new,”’
and of all these Intuition is the one which
most directly gives evidence of the ‘‘re-
generation of the self by the Self.”’

One of the most perfectly pure corre-
lations to be found in the entire realm
of Astro-philosophy is that of the faculty
of Intuition with the planet Uranus.
There is complete correspondence in
every point of this two-fold identifica-
tion. Uranus is the liberative principle
in the cosmos. Intuition is the most com-
pletely liberated faculty of the Ego;
Uranus is the principle of synthesis, the
faculty of Intuition provides the Ego
with the most complete synthetic percep-
tion of things under consideration ; Ura-
nus symbolizes the purity of impersonal
love. Intuition is that clear power of the
Hgo when it is completely free of the
biases of prejudice — personal approval
and disapproval. Uranus, in the realm
of generic consciousness, symbolizes the
perfect polaric balance of the true andro-
gyne (man-woman). Intuition is that
power of the Ego to draw on the deeply-
hidden resources of knowledge and un-
derstanding derived from many past in-
carnations as male and as female.

Uranus, as ruler of Aquarius, symbol-
izes the apotheosis of the consciousness
of fraternity. Intuition makes it possible
for a human truly to perceive the simi-
larities and correspondences between his
own experiences and those of another
human. Uranus symbolizes the Un-bound
and un-binding apperception of Love.
Intuition is the un-bound and un-bind-
ing apperception of truth inherent in
any phase of phenomena or experience.
Of all the planets in our solar system,
Uranus represents that tendency to act,
or to affect, with maximum speed — the
transcendence of the limitations of time;
Intuition acts with a speed that is desig-
nated as ‘‘timeless.”” When it arises in
consciousness to fulfill the requirements
of directed attention it ‘‘just happens,”’
and there are not words in our language
that can describe the ‘‘instantaneous-
ness’’ of its action. Only the experience
itself can serve to ‘‘deseribe’’ it. Intui-
tion, as the spiritualization of love unit-
ed with apperceptive power of the mind,
can reveal all things, just as Love fulfills
all things.

The study of a natal horoscope with
regard to determining intuitive power or
inclination must include a correlation of
Uranus, the symbol of the faculty itself,
with the mental equivalents of other
planets in terms of aspect-pattern and
dispositorship. All planetary points have
mental equivalents, just as they have
physical, astral, and spiritual equiva-
lents. Each planetary point designates a
certain ‘‘kind of thinking’’ because each
one depicts kinds of things upon which
a human’s mental attention can be fo-
cused, whether it be some object in the
material world, a person, an environ-
ment, an event, or a relationship.

Of the nine other planetary points,
three are specifically representative of
mental faculties; the other six may be
understood, in terms of mental equiva-
lents, to represent mental attributes. The
three ‘‘mental faculty planets’’ are
Moon, Mercury, and Neptune. The Moon
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symbolizes the instinctual mind, the res-
ervoir of memories from past lives, the
production mechanism of the mental fac-
ulty. Mercury symbolizes the conscious
mind, the correlation between the brain
and the sensory perceptions by which the
human gains information of the exterior
world, the mental power to identify spe-
cifically, to compute, to analyze, to study,
and to communicate by speech and writ-
ing. Neptune symbolizes the faculty of
the inspirational mind; it is the special
mental principle which characterizes the
creative and interpretive artist; it is the
subtle mental faculty by which a human
receives and apprehends communication
from Higher Planes.

These three planets may be considered
to be the mental triad which characterizes
communicative action: the Moon, as the
instinetual mind, communicates the se-
crets of the past to the awareness of the
present by producing effects which cor-
respond, to the stored-up memories. Mer-
cury as the conscious mind, communi-
cates the secrets of the external world to
the mental awareness of the person and
represents inter-communication between
persons. Neptune, as the symbol of the
inspirational mind, is the mental faculty
which identifies channelship between the
relatively higher to the relatively lower.

Referring to the trine aspect as repre-
senting the relative fulfillment of intui-
tive development, Moon trine Uranus
identifies the intuitive awareness of needs
and their fulfillment, the awareness of
how the progress of human groups may be
furthered, the ‘‘new age’’ consciousness
of the principles of home-life, provision
and protection. More than any other as-
pect, Moon trine Uranus is the planetary
insignia of the ‘‘emancipation of wom-
en,’’ the liberating of mass-consciousness
from ignorance, prejudice, and crude-
ness, the electrifying reformation of the
personal instinetual consciousness by in-
ternal apperception.

Mercury trine Uranus, more than any
other aspect, identifies the intuitive

knowledge of the scientific genius; it is
the basis, in the mental body, for that
which leads to all discovery and inven-
tion. Children with this aspect very often
reveal great ability in their studies at
school. Tt is evidence of specialized &kn
edge brought over from stud:
quiries in past lives. These persons have
exercised great independence of spirit
in their intellectual pursuits iz
They often reveal great ability in for-
eign languages, in which case the evi-
dence is shown that in their present s
ies they are really recapitul
“pringing to the surface’ —much knowl-
edge of languages gained in the past.

The Uranus-Neptune aspects have to
be evaluated by correlation with the en-
tire chart. These aspects are cyelic or
““epochal’’ in nature and only by a care-
ful analysis and synthesis with the basie
tendencies of the chart as a whole can
the predominance of intuitive or inspi-
rational mental abilities be determined.
All humans who come in with the aspect
of Uranus trine Neptune comprise a
group who are, in a general sense, more
at-tuned to the effects of higher forces.
They, as a universal group, represent a
eyelic emphasis of relatively progressive
and spiritualizing consciousness.

The most highly evolved of these peo-
ple—regardless of historical timing of
incarnation—make a great contribution,
through their revelatory and inspira-
tional powers, to the progress of the race.
Those highly developed ones who come
in when Uranus is square or opposition
Neptune are evolutionary transposers,
their timing of incarnation brings them
in when dissolution of that which is out-
moded and crystallized is needed by the
race. These timings are always character-
ized by conditions of upheaval, revolu-
tion, terrific tension and conflict, but the
Uranus factor of the highly-evolved per-
sons identifies them as ‘‘workers for the
future.”’ They have the apperception of
that which is to be and, having intuitive
enlightenment, they work to initiate those

o
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steps, methods, and procedures which
will result in the new manifestations
which characterize the future.

There are three other planets which,
when correlated to Uranus, represent
marked intuitive characteristies: Jupi-
ter, Saturn, and Venus. Uranus corre-
lated with Jupiter or the ninth house
represents the intuitive apperception
possessed by the Guru, the Teacher, the
spiritual-law Interpreter and, in large
degree, the Healer. Uranus-trine Jupiter
gives evidence of higher development of
the abstract mind, the intuitive apper-
ception of symbolism and principle. Ura-
nus-Saturn identifies clairoudience and
that quality of intuition which makes
possible necessary reforms in the social,
political. and business life of humanity.
Uranus-Venus, one of the insignia of cre-
ative or interpretative artistic genius, is
intuitional apperception particularly di-
rected toward the comprehension of re-
lationship. Uranus trine Venus gives evi-
dence of the power to perceive the im-
personal values of relationship and the
ability to respond to a very high quality
of spiritual affinity in relationship; it is
one of the insignia, perhaps the prineipal
one, of ‘‘biune love”’ or*‘ soul-marriage.”’

Considering Mars as the co-ruler of
Seorpio—action which releases the scor-
pionic resources of desire-power — we
may consider the aspect of Uranus trine
Mars as being primarily an evidence of
great capacity for action by which intui-
twe tendencies are directed for the ful-
fillment of enterprise. Mars ‘‘thinks’’ in
terms of ‘“how, what, where, when can
I do.” Uranus trine Mars, therefore,
could well be understood to represent an
intuitive perception of right action. If
Pluto may be considered as the planetary
ruler of Scorpio, then Uranus trine Plu-
to indicates the intuitive faculty to be
“backed up’ by an enormous resource
of desire-power and emotional force.
This aspect is one which could be under-
stood to be a ‘“‘planetary insignia’’ of a
magician—black or white. In the chart

of a highly evolved, spiritually-minded
human, Uranus trine Pluto could repre-
sent one whose reformative power is tre-
mendous, both as regards his own per-
sonal regeneration and the power he may
direct toward regenerating or trans-
forming another individual or society at
large. Externalized, this aspect could be
thought of as the explosion of the first
atomic bomb, opening up a new era in
human experience regarding the knowl-
edge and use of newly-perceived octaves
of power.

Regarding Uranus and Sun we will
give special consideration because the
Great Astrological Mandala (the twelve-
housed wheel, Aries Ascendant, the plan-
ets in the signs and houses of their dig-
nity) gives us the clue to the essential
evolutionary root and spiritual meaning
of the faculty of Intuition, as a potential
possessed by all humans. The Great As-
trological Mandala is the abstract astro-
logical significance of earthian humanity,
and any point of faculty or experience
which humans have in common can be
studied from this design. Create a copy
of the Great Astrological Mandala, in-
tensify the diameter Leo-Aquarius, draw
straight lines connecting the cusps Leo-
Aries and Aquarius-Seorpio.

No sign of the zodiac can be fully com-
prehended without a consideration of its
opposite, just as two humans of opposite
sex become aware of their subjective po-
larity by intimate relationship in strong
magnetic attraction. To ‘‘know Aquari-
us’’ we have also to ‘‘know Leo,”’ the
fire-sign ruled by the Sun, symbol of
will, purpose, radiation. and individual
autonomy. If the Sun is the radiation of
love, Uranus is the liberative, transform-
g quality of love-radiotion; if the Sun
is the power of the Mind, Uranus is that
form of mdividualism by which inde-
pendence of thought has been evolved;
if the Sun is the potential of Mastery,
Uranus is that potential realized in and
through all relationships by an inecreas-
ing spiritualization and regeneration of
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the emotional nature. Aquarius, as spir-
itualized love, polarizes and ‘‘redeems’’
the egotistical love of unevolved Leo;
Aquarius, through its ruler, Uranus, as
intuition, polarizes and redeems the
‘“self-centered’’ mind of unevolved Leo.
When Sun and Uranus are considered
in their exaltations — Aries and Scor-
pio respectively — we see the symbolic
apotheosis of the human as a Son of God
and the human’s potential to realize his
spiritual identity through snternal re-
generation, the ‘‘divine magic,”’ the
“‘creative alchemy,’” the transmutation
by which the dross of the personal Ego
is transformed into the White Light of
the Spiritual Being,

The unequivoecal pursuit of Truth, the
self-directed discipline and refinement
of emotional and mental faculties, the
expansion of Love-power through imper-
sonalization, and the ever-more-clarified
realization of true spiritual identity are
seen to be the steps by which the Master
‘Power of Intuition is focalized, evolved,
and perfected in human consciousness.
The astrologer looks at the symbols and
numbers of a horoscope, but he intuitive-
ly looks into the chart to apprehend the
truths of the person’s consciousness. As-
trological study for serviceable use and
human enlightenment is one of the prin-
ciple modes by which the Faculty of
Intuition is developed in the human
being. — Rays from the Rose Cross,

December, 1954

. DICKENS’ CHRISTMAS CAROL
(Continued from page 9)

discussing his own death in a flippant
way and. wondering what he has done
with his money. Then he sees the laun-
dress and the charwoman who have pil-
fered what they can from his house and
are selling these articles, and they talk
of him with contempt and loathing, while
Serooge, unseen, listens in horror.

. Then the Phantom takes him to hear
what one of his poor debtors says about

his death, and once again to visit Bob
Cratchit’s home, where they find the
family broken-hearted but trying to hide
their grief.

Tiny Tim has not been able to main-
tain the unequal fight. If Serooge had
only given his father a living wage, then
so much more could have been done for
the small sufferer.

All this and more seethes through the
repentant Scrooge. Then the hooded
Ghost takes Scrooge to the grand finale
of his spiritual awakening ; he shows him
his own tombstone with ‘‘Ebenezer
Serooge’’ on it.

In bitter repentance Scrooge entreats
the Ghost to tell him that he still has a
chance to make amends for the past.

‘“Good Spirit,”” he pursued, as down
upon the ground he fell before it, ‘‘your
nature intercedes for me and pities me.
Answer me that I yet may change these
shadows you have shown me, by an al-
tered life . . . I will honor Christmas in
my heart, and try and keep it all the
year. I will live in the Past, Present,
and Future. The Spirits of all three shall
strive within me. I will not shut out the
lessons that they teach. Oh, tell me I
may sponge away the writing on this
stone.”’

When the awakened Spirit in man
realizes the danger of a life lived for the
expression of the lower nature alone,
then comes this agony of repentance.

Scrooge awakens, and joyfully recog-
nizes that he has a chance, then he pro-
claims:

“‘The shadows of the things that might
have been may be dispelled.”’

Indeed they were, for Scrooge made
haste, with both hands, to make up to all
those who had suffered through him, and
the Christmas Carol ends triumphantly
with Bob Cratchit’s family, centering
upon Tiny Tim who does not die, but
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