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Precepts for the Rosicrucian Student

Christ Jesus will be his ideal.

Remembering the admonition of the Christ: ‘“‘He who would be the
greatest among you, let him be the servant of all,”” he will endeavor
each day to serve his fellow men with love, modesty, and humility, in
whatever eapacity may be offered.

Having a firm faith in the wisdom and goodness of God, he will
work with the trend of evolution by endeavoring to speak, act, and see
only the good in his daily associations with others.

Truth, honesty, and justice being fundamental qualities ¢ the
Divinity within, he will strive to express them in all his thoughts,
words, and deeds.

Knowing that his present conditions are a result of past actions,
and that he may determine future conditions by present actions, he
will waste no time in envying others, but devote himself to exercising
his divine prerogative of free will in sowing good seeds for the morrow.

Realizing that silence is one of the greatest helps in soul growth,
he will ever seek environments of peace, poise, and quietness.

Self-reliance being a cardinal virtue of the spiritual aspirant, he
will strive to practice this virtue in thought as well as in deed.

Knowing the Within to be the only worthy tribunal of truth, he
will endeavor to establish this tribunal and refer all matters to it for
final jurisdiction.

Tach day he will devote a certain period of time to meditation and
prayer, endeavoring to lift himself on the wings of love and aspiration
to the very throne of the Father.

Knowing that failure lies only in ceasing to try, he will, in the

face of all obstacles, continue patiently and persistently to strive for
the high ideals taught by the Christ.



Basic World Problems

As Seen from the Occult Viewpeint
Part 2

MONG the various problems that confront humanity at the present

time that of education is one which especially needs the light of occult
philosophy for its effective solution. This is true because an adequate
educational system, in both subject matter and methods, requires a
knowledge of the nature of composite man not provided by materialistic
thinking, and also because most of the difficulties besetting the human
race can be alleviated or solved by basing the training of children on
consideration of their several bodies and of their purpose on Earth.

Victor Hugo’s observation: ‘‘There is one thing stronger than all
the armies in the world; and that is an idea whose time has come,”
is often used to encourage those active in helping to bring about con-
structive changes in man’s ways of thinking and acting. The truth of
this statement has been demonstrated again and again, as the occultist
would expect, for such ideas have their origin in the invisible realms
whence flows that power that urges man ‘‘upward, onward, forever.”
Accepted and used, they carry human beings on to higher rungs on the
ladder of evolution; refused or ignored, they leave stagnation, suffering,
and even degradation.

Primary now among the ideas ‘‘whose time has come” — and an
essential one if the human race is to go forward —- is that which affirms

the spiritual origin, nature, and purpose of man. True enough, we have
been placed here in this material world in order to learn to deal with the
things that pertain to it. However, it is equally true that the experiences
in the material world are solely for the purpose of providing opportunities
to unfold such potentials of the Spirit as will power, altruism, strength
of character, and the creative mind.

That we are already beginning to respond to influences presaging
a. New Age which will require many changes in the thinking and attitudes
that now prevail seems too obvious to be seriously questioned. Leading
educators all over the world, including men and women prominent in
the religious, governmental, and other fields besides the purely academic,
are feeling the urge to delve more deeply into the fundamental facts
concerning the ‘‘whence, why, and whither” of mankind, and to shape
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EDITORIALS

the educational and general cultural processes so that they will serve to
awaken and nurture the higher traits of man as well as fit him for coping
satisfactorily with the demands of life on the material plane. The truths
given in the Western Wisdom Teachings are pointing the way.

Instead of orienting our lives toward what is generally meant by
“‘success” — that is, the achievement of position, power, and material
means —, toward learning to out-maneuver other people and gain for
ourselves all the power and material means we can, we are now to direct
our competitive instinct toward our own improvement. Today’s achieve-
ment should be better than that of yesterday, not only in learning what
is conducive to spiritual progress, but also in establishing a better control
of our feelings and in our general habits of living.

Rather than place so much emphasis on acquiring knowledge, we need
to put more on developing character, on fostering the traits that the
Christian religion so truly teaches are essential for real growth and
progress. How conducive to a peaceful, happy, and progressive world if
all children were taught in both home and school to think as St. Paul
admonished in his Letter to the Philippians: ‘‘Whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, think on these
things.” Self-examination at the end of the day can begin almost as soon
as a child can talk, so that it becomes a habit which will bring a continual
expression of consciousness.

The ability to earn one’s living in our material world should of course
not be neglected, but unless we learn along with it the unselfishness which
makes us aware of the oneness of all people, we intensify the separative
influence which leads to war and suffering. Children who are brought
up in an awareness of brotherhood are not apt to mistreat their fellow
man. Those taught self-responsibility and discipline of their thoughts and
emotions will be able to give a good account of handling the opportunities
for growth that life offers. Those taught the holiness of the body as a
temple of the indwelling Spirit will hesitate to subject their bodies to the
degrading effects of alcoholic liquor and hallucinogenic drugs; those
taught the sanctity of the creative force, and the ultimate agony that
results from its mis-use, will strive to master their emotions and to use
their spiritual power in service to others by means of physical and mental
activity. Children who are taught the truth of the oneness of all creation,
of the right of every life wave to evolve as intended by its Creator, of the
inter-relationship of all life waves, will surely treat their ‘‘younger
brothers” of the animal kingdom with kindness and respect, and will
nourish their bodies on the non-sentient products of the plant kingdom.

In dealing more specifically with the education of individual children,
the use of spiritual astrology is of immeasurable value, giving the key,
as it does, to the character, to the tendencies toward disease, to the
vocational aptitudes, and one’s purpose in life. To know both the strong
and the weak facets of a child’s nature, as shown in the horoscope, is the
first step toward accurately mapping out his educational needs. Every
parent and every teacher should be a competent astrologer, using the
child’s chart as the basic guide for understanding his individual nature
and his requirements for progress in life’s school. Both subject matter
and methods of teaching it can thus be adjusted for the greatest benefit
to the pupil. Constructive faculties can be built upon and made domi-
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nant, while undesirable traits can be repressed and re-directed into
wholesome channels. Suitable vocations can be chosen so that the adult
will be happy and productive of the general good in the work he does.

Another feature of the New Age educational process, which is perhaps
its most radical departure from that of times past, but which is extremely
vital, deals with the psychic or superphysical faculties of the human
being. These faculties are expressed by means of the invisible bodies
of man and the invisible worlds to which they are correlated. Not so
long ago people, including children, who evidenced extrasensory per-
ception of any kind were classed among the ‘‘peculiar” or “freaks” of
humanity. This attitude is gradually fading, fortunately, and the time
has now come when full recognition must thbe given to the reality of these
faculties, and 'to the fact that they are latent in everyone and can be
developed into positive expression by proper living and exercises.

Mental telepathy is perhaps the most widely accepted and used of
the superphysical faculties at present, both consciously and unconsciously.
It has been too thoroughly investigated and demonstrated to be doubted
any longer, even by the most conservative material scientists.

Etheric vision, or the ability to see into the etheric realm and observe
the beings there is another ‘‘psychic” faculty which is unfolding in many
people. Its development requires the sensitization of the optic nerve,
since ether is actually physical matter, and this type of vision is really
extended physical sight. It is taught by occult science that this faculty
will be a common possession in the approaching Aquarian Age. Then
people will be able to see the Angels and Nature Spirits, whose bodies are
composed of ether, and also human beings who have recently discarded
their dense bodies and function in their higher vehicles. So-called death,
hitherto so universally dreaded and feared, will then be recognized for
what it really is; a passing into another room of God’s great school where
activity continues and the Spirit progresses.

The possession of etheric vision also provides one with the ability
to read in the reflecting ether, or Memory of Nature, wherein is recorded
all the events that have occurred on Earth for hundreds of years past.
This accounts for the fact that many people have been able to get glimpses
of themselves in past lives, and others to visualize activities which may
not have been witnessed on the physical plane. Many ‘‘mysteries” have
been solved by people who possessed etheric vision, perhaps only momen-

tarily and not under control of the will — as it should be.
(¥4

Clairvoyance means ‘‘clear seeing” and this kind of vision may be
extended even beyond the ability to see into the etheric realm. There
is also Desire World vision, whereby one may see into the Desire World
and observe the beings there. This involves directing currents in the
desire body properly and bridging the gap between the pineal gland
and the pituitary body. This is arduous work and requires purification
of the bodies by clean and helpful living, which only too few have yet
chosen to pursue.

It is easy to see how the superphysical powers of man may be used in
a selfish, dangerous way. Therefore, it is imperative that children be
taught to develop the traits of unselfishness and brotherly love so that
they will not incurr the suffering and tragedy that will otherwise ensue.
Herein lies the grave responsibility of both parents and teachers.
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Building Today for Tomorrow

AnN RenMm

\X/E know that if our earthly house of
this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

—II Cor. 5:1.

Our physical bodies are fashioned in an
invisible mold which is called the arche-
type or pattern, and as long as that arche-
type persists the physical body remains
alive. When we realize that our life on
Earth is the seedtime, and the value of
our post-mortem existence is in direct
ratio to the amount of spiritual advance-
ment we have earned on our talents, it
will be at once apparent how very im-
portant it is that our faculties be devel-
oped and used in the right direction.
While this law applies to all mankind, it
is supremely vital to aspiring individuals,
for when we work for good with all our
might, each added year of life increases
our heavenly treasure enormously. Ad-
vancing years give greater skill in soul
culture, and the fruit of the last few
years may easily outweigh that acquired
in the first part of life.

We should realize that every act of
every human being has a direct effect
on the archetype of his body. If the act
is in harmony with the law of life and
evolution, it strengthens the archetype and
makes for longer life in which the indi-
vidual will get the maximum of experience
and make soul growth proportionate with
his status in life and capacity for learn-

ing. Thus fewer embodiments will be
necessary to bring him to perfection than
one who shirks his duties and attempts
to escape his burdens, or one who uses
his forces in a destructive manner.

Those who know rebirth is a part of
the Divine Plan are aware that the Ego
incarnates in four more or less organized
bodies — the dense physical, the vital,
the desire, and the mental bodies — which
are necessary for his expression. The
characteristics of these bodies are the out-
come of past experience, although the
bodies themselves are new. Past thoughts
have shaped the character; past desires
have created present opportunities; past
actions have determined the present en-
vironment. The Ego returns to Earth to
learn many new lessons. The atoms of
the bodies have been drawn about him
by the Law of Attraction.

The kind of thinking and feeling he
has done in previous existences becomes
the essence of one’s capacity for feeling
and thought in the new bodies. The Ego
is directed in this work by great teachers
belonging to the Creative Hierarchies,
the Angels, and the Archangels, and when
he has completed the archetype of the
the new body and made his choice of op-
portunities and place of birth, he is bound
by that choice to go through with the
adjustment of debts contracted in former
lives and now ripe for liquidation. That
then forms the destiny.
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In No. 2 of Christianity Lectures we
are told: “During life in the dense body
we know and deal with the invisible world
at every moment of our existence, and the
life which we live there is the most im-
portant of our being — the basis of our
life in the dense world.

“We all have an inner life where we
live amidst our thoughts and feelings in
scenes and under conditions unknown to
our outside environment. There the mind
shapes into thought, pictures which we
afterward externalize. All, everything we
see about us and contact with our senses,
and call real, is but the evanescent shadow
of the intangible, invisible world.”
(Thought is created by the force of an
idea that is ready to be born. Therefore
man is moved by his ideas, directed by
his thoughts, and guided by his experi-
ences. Of them he makes a ladder for
himself and others to climb or descend.)

“As to the reality and permanence of
the objects in the invisible world, they
are far more so than the visible condi-
tions which we mistakenly think of as the
acme of ‘reality’. We regard our mental
pictures and imaginations as less than
real, regarding them as a mirage, and
speak of them in a slighting manner as a
‘mere thought’ or ‘just an idea,” when in
truth they are the underlying realities of
all that we see in the world about us.

It is stated further by Max Heindel
that “All through the course of evolution,
those who do not improve by the forma-
tion of new characteristics are held back
and immediately begin to degenerate.
Only that which remains plastic and pli-
able and adaptable for molding into new
forms suitable for the expression of the
expanding consciousness, only the life
which is capable of outgrowing the pos-
sibilities for improvement inherent in the
forms it ensouls, can evolve with the
pioneers of any life wave. All else must
struggle on behind.

“This is the kernel of the occult teach-
ing. Progress is not simply unfoldment;
not simply Involution and Evolution.
There is a third factor, making a triad:
Involution, Evolution, and — Epigenesis.”
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The form was built by Evolution; the
Spirit built and entered it by Involution;
but the means of devising improvements
is Epigenesis.

The occultist believes the purpose of
evolution to be the development of man
from clod to a Creator, and therefore
man was given free will to inaugurate
something entirely new, something orig-
inal, not merely a choice between two
courses of action. This is Epigenesis.

Oliver Wendell Holmes in his poem,
The Chambered Nautilus, expresses the
idea of building ever more perfection in
the archetype, and thus in the body, so
that we may become a pillar in the Tem-
ple of the Lord and go no more out.

Build thee more stately mansions, O my
soul,

As the swift seasons roll!

Leave thy low-vaulted past!

Let each new temple, nobler than the last,

Shut thee from heaven with a dome more
vast,

Till thou at length art free,

Leaving thine outgrown shell by lifée’s
unresting seal!

What must we do to build and perfect
these mansions or bodies, so that “each
new Temple” will be “nobler than the
last”? Did not Christ Jesus say, “Be ve
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect”? (Matt.
5:47). He knew that there was a divine
dimension in man, and He proved that
man can live in it and find fulfillment
through it. In Genesis 1:26 we are told
that God said, “Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness.” The “image” is
man as God sees him. The “likeness” is
that which man must work out in his
own mind and make manifest in his
bodies. The aim of the evolutionary pro-
cess is to bring about a being who mani-
fests perfectly the divine Essence. The
teachings of Christ Jesus portray this
method.

The Way, the stepping stone to this
manifestation, is found in developing the
attributes or qualities taught by Christ
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Jesus during His ministry on Earth: the
faculties of Faith, Hope, Love, Equipose,
Understanding, Patience, Flexibility, Dis-
cipline, and Service — all these and more.
Christ Jesus said, “The greatest of these
is love.”

Love, that supreme spiritual quality, is
only partially expressed in the average
individual. The deeper love of the Spirit
is the fulfillment of all law, and when it
is expressed by a person in his thoughts,
words, and actions, it brings unity and
harmony to all his bodies, and to all per-
sons he contacts.

In the Gospel of John (3:16) Christ
tells why He came to Earth. He says,
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave his only (alone) begotten Son, that
whoscever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

Love is the completeness of life. If there
has been an omission of kindness, love
puts itself in the gap, and more than com-
pensates for the deficiency. If there has
been a harsh word, love takes it up and
subtly transmutes it into the sweetness of
God’s word. If there has been negligence,
love comes forward and substitutes the
promptness, and inefficiency is supplanted
by efficiency. It is the thoughtfulness that
smoothes the path for others. It is the
disarmer of criticism. It is the author of
whatever is beautiful and enduring. It is
its own creator and its own creation. It
is the giver of the gift. All unselfishness
is a form of love.

Paul, in his first Letter to the Corin-
thians, says that Love is slow to lose pa-
tience; it looks for ways of being con-
structive. It is not possessive; it is neither
anxious to possess nor does it cherish in-
flated ideas of its own importance. Love
has good manners and does not pursue
selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It
does not keep account of evil or gloat over
the wickedness of other people. On the
contrary, it is glad with all good men
when truth prevails. Love knows no limit
to its endurance, no end to its trust, no
fading of its hope; it can outlast anything.
Tt is, in fact, the one thing that stands

Ravs rroM THE Rose Cross

tall when all else has fallen.

It is often easier to love humanity as
a whole than to love one’s neighbor. The
capacity for getting along with our neigh-
bor depends to a large extent on the
capacity for getting along with ourselves.
The self-respecting individual will try to
be as tolerant of his neighbor’s shortcom-
ings as he is of his own. Self righteousness
is a manifestation of self contempt. When
we are conscious of our own shortcomings,
we naturally expect others to be better
than we are. We expect more of them
than we do of ourselves, and we look for
ways for them to fall short of our expec-
tations. We need wisdom to guide our
love toward other people, above all else,
and especially those nearest and dearest
to us.

Lack of love in any condition or situa-
tion is no bar to our exercise of love, but
it should act as an incentive to us. Love
is the great unifying power and it over-
comes all error and friction. Our ex-
pressing love brings the cells of our bodies
into poise and balance. If we do not de-
velop divine love as quickly as we would
like to, it may be because we try to sepa-
rate the good from the bad. Divine love
makes no such distinction. It expresses in
the same way toward sinners as it does
toward saints. When we pull down the
artificial walls of separation in our minds,
we feel to some degree the same flow of
divine love that Christ Jesus felt. Tt gives
a sense of unity and oneness and brings
with it the greatest possible sense of
security.

It is our privilege, as well as our duty,
to liberate our love; it is the only love
that comes back to us. When we liberate
love, it enters into everything we do. It
enlarges the soul and strengthens and per-
fects the bodies. The love we liberate
breeds love everywhere it goes; it is con-
tagious as it travels in the long run, around
the world. To the extent that we culti-
vate and liberate this divine power do we
build that “house not made with hands,”
and show ourselves forth as “images” of
God, our Creator.
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Omnipresent

BrrTY SACHELLI

EEK ye the kingdom of God; and all

these things shall be added unto you.

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

We seck the answer to life’s mystery as

the Knights of old sought the Holy Grail;
and like the Knights of old, we find it —
not in a far off country, but — within
our own being.

Sir Launfal returned to his castle gate,
old, bent, and penniless (after many years
of fruitless searching for the Holy Grail),
to find the same beggar to whom he had
carelessly tossed a coin as he rode away
in quest of the Grail; and in The Vision
of Sir Launfal, we read the words of the
beggar:

In many lands, without avail,

Thow hast spent thy life for the Holy
Grail;

Behold, it is HERE.

Christ Jesus tells us, “The kingdom of
God is within,” but like Sir Launfal we
search everywhere but where it is. We
find it hard to grasp the simuple truth that
all we need or can ever use, in life, is
within us.

Think what this means! “The Father
and I are one, and all that is, is within
me.” It is this inner Source, this Store-
house of infinite good, joy, harmony,
abundance, security, and love that we
must contact when we pray. We may
find God “out there” or “up there” or
even on a crucifix, for God is omnipresent,
but remember, “He is closer than hands
and feet.” Why not take the shorter
route?

“Thou art ever with me, and all that
I have is thine,” said the Master, so we
learn that all we need, all we crave, even
all we give, comes from within ourselves.
We have no need to “‘seek” God, for God
is already here. If we sincerely believe

that God is ommipresent, then in quiet
contemplation and sincere meditation we
will find Him whether we are in a temple
on a mountain, or at home. Yes, the
Kingdom of God, within, can be found
only through contemplation, meditation,
and prayer.

Again to illustrate His nearness (as well
as our dependence) the Master said:
“I am the vine, ye are the branches; he
that abideth in me, and I in him shall
bring forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing.” Unless we consciously
come into the realization of the Kingdom
of God within us, and consciously acknowl-
edge our oneness with the invisible vine,
we can do nothing. There is no need for
seeking or searching—just quiet acknowl-
edgement of the Divinity within.

With the full realization that the King-
dom of God is within us comes the reali-
zation that all God’s power must come
through us: His love, His direction, His
service, His laws, His wisdom; all must
come through us, and it is His good pleas-
ure to give us the kingdom.

Christ Jesus said, “I am come that ye
may have life and have it more abundant-
ly.” Harmony, health, peace — they are
all within us. The Omnipresence of God
fills us with all that we need and we are
free to draw on it at will

Charles B. Hanna wrote (in The Religi-
ous Ideas of C. G. Jung): “The average
person, being in church, tends to think
of himself as surrounded with the presence
of God. God, for him, is in the atmos-
phere. . . . more theologically, He is in
the Scriptures, the preaching, and the Sac-
raments — all outside of himself.”

There is nothing wrong with liturgy
and we all love to worship in a beautiful
church, but, if worship is all external, Mr.
Hanna points out, it fails to bring ‘“that
‘state of interior-ness’ in which even God

(Continued on page 256)



The Aura of Our Service

CaTueERINE ROBERTS

ARE indeed is the individual who

does not serve in one way or an-
other. Whether much or little, whether
done willingly or grudgingly, all service
receives its compensation. Naturally this
varies according to several factors—quan-
tity and quality being the most obvious.

What of our inner attitude when we
serve, the feelings we carry towards oth-
ers? The resentment and bitterness we
nurture in our hearts or the lack of love
toward those whom we feel have wronged
us? “Well, after all, we’re only human,”
is often the response.

What is so only about being human?
The Psalmist too asks this question,
“What is man that thou art mindful of
him?” But he goes on to say, “For thou
hast made him a little lower than the
angels, and hast crowned him with glory
and honor.” (Ps. 8:5).

Can one who is harboring resentment,
bitterness, and hatred be crowned with
glory and honor? It seems unlikely.

But what if that individual is giving
of himself in dedicated service? He shall
indeed receive just recompense for his
work; he and the world are bettered by
it. But the crown of glory and honor
cannot shine above one who allows re-
sentment or hatred toward a fellow being
to fill even a portion of his heart.

It was said of Sir Galahad that “his
strength was as the strength of ten be-
cause his heart was pure.” Herein lies
hidden a lesson for us. Each degree of
impurity lessens our strength and the
impact of the good that we do.

The principle of service was taught by
Christ Jesus by example. His whole life
was one of service to man, culminated
when He washed the feet of the dizciples
in an effort to impress upon them the
necessity of humble, loving service to
others. We feel confident that His service
was never tainted by the lower emotions

of resentment or hatred, but always given
in love, even to healing the ear of the
servant who had come to capture Him.

Max Heindel writes in Gleanings of a
Mystic, “. . . God gives to all the grain
of opportunity to serve, but it is our duty
to cultivate these opportunities and nurse
and nourish them in the soil of loving
kindness so that they bring a great in-
crease.”

“The soil of loving kindness.” Not in
a spirit of martyrdom, not with feelings
of superiority, not because it will ke to
our advantage, do we serve. We serve
because in love and kindness we can do
no less.

In Letters to Students we are told:
“Service may be defined as the best use
of our talents — the putting of our talents
to the best use in each case of immediate
need regardless of like or dislike.” He is
referring here to our possible dislike of a
job which falls to our lot. A true servant
is willing to do that which needs io be
done, even when it is something he cares
little about doing. And he does it cheer-
fully, without fuss, without resentment,
and without self-pity.

Often we spend a great deal of time
looking to see what someone else is doing,
or analyzing what was said to see if an
insult was intended. Even if an insult
were intended, that is not our problem.
It is the problem of the one who fell from
the Kingdom of Love, and thus has
harmed himself. If we are consciously
keeping our thoughts lifted in the Light
of Love, we will feel more solicitude for
the one who has stepped into darkness
than for our own tender feelings. Our
reaction will be one of concern for this
brother and our prayer will be “Father
forgive him.” If we are truly interested
in serving, here is an opportunity not to
be missed.

(Continued on page 256)



251

Hermes Trismegistus: Mercurian Teacher

SHIRLEYANN O’NEILL

(Conclusion)

THE goal of every earnest aspirant on
the Path today as it was in the days
of Hermes is the attainment of Initiation,
that point when the seeking Ego comes
to the full realization of his own poten-
tials and how best to use them to achieve
ultimate conscious union with the Divine.
The human Ego will be one fully awak-
ened under the direction of initiatory
work by the Elder Brothers of Mercury
and it then assumes charge of its own
development, undertaking all disciplines,
by which the personality is transformed
into a perfect instrument for self-expres-
sion. It then extracts, by means of the
personality, the “essence” of all experience,
which feeds the Spirit and nourishes it to
Divine Omnipotence. A careful study of
“The Book of The Dead,” reveals that
the ultimate objective of Egyptian theos-
ophy was to accomplish complete trans-
mutation of the personality into Spirit.

This stage of enlightenment was char-
acterized by a heightening of the spiritual
intuition which made the mystic capable
of receiving the first touch of Cosmic
Consciousness, and of retaining it in his
physical memory when he returned to the
normal state. Hitherto the Light had been
for him a sameness which his highest
vision could not pierce, the Veil of Light
that shut the Beauties, Perfections, and
Greatnesses of the Intelligible from the
eves of his mind. To pierce this veil a
still more expanded power of sight had to
be given him by the Master. The little
word or Light-Spark within him is inten-
sified by the Great Word of the Master,
this Word being an Intelligible Utterance
of the Mind, an intensification of being.
He now sees and understands the count-
less Powers within the Light, which con-
stitute the Intelligible Archetypal Form
or Idea of all worlds.

The soul of the initiated strips itself of
the “garment of shame,” the selfish ener-
gizings, and stands “clothed in its own
power.” This refers to the stripping off
of selfhood, and the putting on of the
“golden wedding garment.” It means that
the individual, after passing through the
phases of the lower mind, now enters
into the region of the pure mind, the
Higher Ego, and there is at-oned with
all the experiences of his past lives that
are worthy of immortality. In this state
the one who has freed himself from the
necessity of rebirth, hears the Hymn of
the Aeons. Such a one has reached the
consummation of his earthly pilgrimage,
and is ready to pass on into the Christed
state. In this state of Sonship of the
Divine he is no longer limited by bodies;
or even individual minds; but he is not
only in God, but one with the Divine
Will, in final consummation the individual
becomes like unto God Himself. Hermes,
the first great teacher of Initiation, de-
scribes this state of spiritual attainment
thusly:
~ To the enraptured gaze of one longing
for celestial love, the clear blue atmosphere
of heaven seems at first to condense itself
into a wonderful, scarcely perceptible, but
dazzlingly beautiful Vision. Then, with
gradually increasing precision, the wonder-
working angelic host is delineated in in-
finitely delicate outlines, as it insensibly
descends from the blazing heights of heaven.
As the vision grows more and more distinct,
he heart throbs with the pain of ecstasy;
and when at last God shows Himself in the
marvel of reality, the beholder falls down
in a state of adoring annihilation. With
chaste rejoicing the angelic host then re-
turns to the heavenly height, fading away

into the nothingness whence it first ema-
nated.

Hermes taught the great mystery . rite
of Initiation when he taught the birth of
the “true man” within, the Logos. He
makes many references in his treatises to
how a man becomes a god, becomes the
most royal of all beings, and gains the
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“kingdom” or lordship over himself. This
mystery was not revealed to the neophyte
but only to the traveler who was far ad-
vanced on the Path of Illumination. It
was to this he was referring when he
admonished:

Wisdom that undertands is silence, such
is the matter and the womb from out which
man is born. And the highest of our ini-
tiations here below is only the dream of
that True Vision and initiation; and the
mystic rites have been carefully devised to
alv;vaken the memory of the sublime things
above.

This statement may be regarded as one
of the most distinct pronouncements on
the nature of the Higher Mysteries which
has been preserved for us from antiquity.
This is the “sacred marriage,” the inti-
mate union of the human Ego with the
Divine Ray. When an aspiring seeker of
the Light had reached this step on the
Path Hermes taught them a prayer which
is perhaps the most beautiful of any
contained in all initiatory rites:

We give Thee grace, Thou highest and
most excellent. For by Thy Grace we have
received the so great Light of Thine own
Wisdom. O holy Name, fit Name to be
adored, O Name unique by which the Only
God is to be blest who deignest to afford
to all a Father’s piety, and care, and love,
and whatsoever virtue is more sweet than
these, endowing us with sense and reason,
and intelligence; with sense that we may
feel Thee; with reason that we may dis-
cover Thee from the appearances of things;
with means of recognition that we may joy
in knowing Thee. Saved by Thy Power
divine, let us rejoice that Thou has shown
Thyself to us in all Thy Fullness. Let us
rejoice that Thou hast deigned to consecrate
us still entombed in bodies, to Eternity.
For this is the sole festival of praise worthy
of man, to know Thy Majesty. We have
known Thee; yea, by the Single Sense of
our intelligence, we have perceived Thy
Light supreme, O Thou true Life of life.
We have known Thee, O Thou completely
filled with the Conception from Thyself of
Universal Nature. We have known Thee,
O Thou Eternal Constancy.

For in the whole of this our prayer in
worship of Thy Good, this favour only of
Thy Goodness do we crave; that Thou wilt
keep us constant in our Love of knowing
Thee, and let us ne’er be separated from
this kind of Life.

When a traveler on the Path has at-
tained Initiation, he is now able to realize
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the state of Conscious Discipleship. This
high spiritual attainment is aptly described
by the renowned Hermes scholar, G.R.S.
Mead:

In the first degree of conscious disciple-
ship the Master communicates with His
disciples and teaches them by quickening
the highest form of consciousness or con-
ception they have so far attained to, taking
the form of their greatest love, perhaps as
they have known Him in the flesh, or as
he has been told of as existing in the flesh,
but not His own form, which would trans-
cend their consciousness.

The next stage is when the disciple learns
to transcend his own “egoity,” in the or-
dinary sense of the word; this does not
mean to say that his true individuality is
destroyed, but instead of being tied down
to one ego vehicle he has gained the power
of manifesting himself wherever and how-
ever he will, at any moment of time; in
brief, he has reached a higher state which
is free from the limitations of a single line
of egoity.

He now beging to realize in the very
nature of his being that the “Self is in
All and All in the Self.” Such a disciple
is taught by the Master in this state of
being, and is perfectly unintelligible to us,
and can only be described as being in an
expanded state of consciousness of utmost
sympathy and compassion, which not only
strives to blend with the Life of all beings,
but alsoc with the One Being in the world
for him, the Beloved.

There is a still higher Perfection, the
Own Nature of Masterhood. But how should
the dim mind of one who is without imagine
the condition of One who is not only Within,
but who combines both the without and the
Within in the Transcendent Unitv of the
Perfect Fullness? Henceforth, all things
are new for the individual, they all have
new meanings. He has become a man in-
stead of a “procession of fate,” he has
reached the “Plane of Truth.” The Christ
has been born in his heart consciously.

This state of supreme exaltation is the
final goal of every truly sincere aspirant
on the Path of Illumination. This Way
back to God has been taught throughout
aeons of time beginning with Hermes.
And although it has been presented in
many varying forms, depending upon the
Teacher, the essential essence of the Wis-
dom Teaching has remained in substance
the same down to the present time. But
the teaching has been carefully guarded
by those to whom it was entrusted and is
accessible only to those earnest seekers of
the Light who are willing to transmute
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the physical into the spiritual and become
“heaven walkers.” The attachments of
the flesh must be forsaken in preference
to the things of the Spirit or real progres-
sion on the Path can never be realized.

There is no portion of the occult teach-
ings possessed by the world which have
been so closely guarded as the fragments
of the Hermetic Teachings which have
come down to us over the many centuries
that have elapsed since the “thrice-blest
Hermes Trismegistus” walked the Earth.
From all hands came the learned ones to
sit at the feet of the Master, and from
him they obtained the Master-Key which
explained and reconciled their divergent
views; thus the Secret Doctrine was firmly
established. His influence was so great
that in spite of the many wanderings from
the Path on the part of the centuries of
teachers in these different lands, there
may still be found a certain basic resem-
blance and correspondence which under-
lies the many and often quite divergent
theories entertained and taught by the
occultists of these different lands today.
The student of Comparative Religions will
be able to perceive the influence of the
Hermetic Teachings in every religion
worthy of the name, whether it be a dead
religion or one in full vigor in our own
times. There is always a certain relation-
ship in spite of the contradictory features,
and the Hermetic Teachings act as the
Great Reconciler.

Aside from the majority of the Her-
metic Teachings held in the ethers and
the few extant fragments remaining today,
many of these sacred words of truth were
passed on from teacher to those ready to
receive them by word of mouth. As
Hermes stated: “Where fall the footsteps
of the Master, the ears of those ready
for his Teachings open wide.” “When the
ears of the student are ready to hear, then
cometh the lips to fill them with wisdom.”
But he also carefully admonished: “The
lips of Wisdom are closed, except to the
ears of Understanding.” Thus when the
pupil is ready to receive the truth, then
it will come to him. Such is the precept
of Hermes. The Hermetic Principle of
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Cause and Effect, in its aspect of the Law
of Attraction, will bring pupil and teacher
together.

There is but one Religion, its Great
Forms are many, the forms of these Forms
are innumerable, as many as are the indi-
vidual minds and hearts of men, and the
many hearts and minds of individual man.

Faith in the Master of Christianity is
unbounded, for how can the small mind
of man dare to limit the Illimitable, the
Mystery of all mysteries, that enfolded
Jesus the Christ? Or even that which en-
folded His noble predecessors, Gautama
the Buddha, Zoroaster the Mage, Lao-tze
the Sage, Pythagoras the Philosopher, and
Hermes the Gnostic?

Christianity is the Faith of the Western
World — the Faith most suited to it in
nature and in form. He who gave that
Faith gave in fullest abundance through
many sources; and the greatest sign of
His authority was the throwing open of
some part of the age-long secret Mystery
Teaching to the many without distinction
of age, sex, class, caste, color, or nation.
The inner doors of the Temple were
thrown open; but the innermost door still
remained closed, for it is a door that is
not man-made; it opens into the within
of things, and not into some inner court
of formal instruction. That door still re-
mained closed to the unworthy and un-
knowing; but no Scribe or Pharisee of the
established order could any longer keep
the key thereof in his selfish hands. The
key was given to all, but given still mys-
tically, for it is hidden in the inner nature
of each son of man, and if he seek not in
himself, searching into the depths of his
own nature, he will never find it. That
key is the opener of the Gate of Gnosis,
the complement and spouse of Faith.

The Gnosis or Mystery-Teaching has
been handed down through pre-Christian,
Pagan and Jewish, and finally through
Christian hands. The Trismegistic tradi-
tion laboured under no such limitation.
It is true that its main source was in
Egypt, but it embraced the wisdom of
Hellas and the genius of Greece which
were developed under Divine Providence
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to teach the Western Nations the glory
and beauty of the mind. At the same time
its sympathies were not divorced from the
tradition of the Hebrews, though it re-
fused to set them apart from the rest of
humanity, and looked rather to the great
river of wisdom in the Book of the Chal-
deans, Persians, Medes, and Parthians,
than to the single stream shut off in the
Books of Israel.

The Wisdom was one, the forms were
many; and both Egypt and Chaldaea
looked back to an archaic Gnosis that was
the common mother of their most ancient
forms of the Mystery-Teaching.

That Gnosis of man still awaits deciph-
erment in Egypt; it is hidden in her glyphs
and symbols and. holy signs. But that
Gnosis will never yield its secret to those
who persist in interpreting these symbols
into their lower forms, forms intended for
children and not for men. Indeed, the
Trismegistic sermons, if they should teach
nothing else, can at least assure us of this,
for their writers were still in close com-
munication with the Living Voice of that
once Great Church of Wisdom.

Actually the whole of this theosophy
of Egypt, as of the theosophy of all climes
and times, was intended to lead a man
up the stairway of perfection, to the por-
tals of the first true natural initiation,
whereby he becomes superman, or, as
Hermes would say in truth, “man” and
not a “procession of Fate.” Beyond that
stage are many others too sublime for us
in any way to understand. For beyond the
superman stage comes the Christ, and
then — but who shall speak of that which
transcends even perfected master-hood?

By initiation we do not mean proba-
tionary forms of drama and of instruction,
but a natural thing and process, all that
which the Christ of Christendom has
laboured to inculcate with so much wis-
dom even in the blurred record that has
come down to us. To this initiation a
man may come without a physical guide
or the help of any tradition of formal
ceremony. Nevertheless, it would indeed
be foolish to say that the greater Mys-
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tery-institutions which have been estab-
lished by wise teachers and the Providence
of God, have been or are of no effect.

On the contrary, the disciple of wis-
dom will study every record of such in-
stitutions accessible to him, and ponder
on their marvellous multiplicity, and mar-
vel at the infinite modes devised so that
man may be brought unto his God. But
if he has not the love and wit to study
such things, he should not despair, for is
he not already in the Outer Court of the
Temple, if he would but lift up his eyes
to see the mysteries of the universe that
surround him on every side?

Nor is there any need to label these
things with precise terms, for now even the
most experienced in such vision can know
but in part; whereas then we shall know
the Fullness, face to face, without a para-
ble. But knowing this, who shall tell the
Mystery, who can tell the Mystery — for
is not the whole of nature telling us this
Mystery now, at every moment, with in-
finite voices from infinite mouths, and
yet we hear nothing? For is not the whole
creation designed with this one purpose
to tell every son of man that he is of
Light and Life as Hermes says?

Perhaps it is most appropriate to end
our study of Hermes Trismegistus, the
Shepherd-man, with one of his most beau-
tiful quotations in which he teaches us
the Path of Ascent to God, the ultimate
goal of all humanity since the Fall. It
is through the Mercy of God that his voice
has come to us across the ages and bidden
us once more to remember the Ancient
Wisdom Teachings.

If, then, thou dost not make thyself like
unto God, thou canst not know Him. For
like is knowable to like alone. Make thou
thyself to grow to the same stature as the
Greatness which transcends all measures;
leap forth from every body: transcend all
time; become Eternity; and then thou
shalt know God. Conceiving nothing is im-
possible unto thyself, think thyself deathless
and able to know all, the way of every life.
Become more lofty than all height, and
lower than all depth. Collect into thyself
all senses of all creatures — of fire and
water, dry and moist. Think that thou art
at the same place, in Earth, in sea, in sky;

(Continued on page 262)
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MESSAGE

Taken from His Writings

THE DESIRE BODY

(TweENTY-NINTH INSTALLMENT)

Man’s Desire Body in the Invisible World

Unreliability of Desire Body

OW then are we to unfold our spir-

itual power? What is the way, the
truth, and the life? We have had the
threefold path shown us in the glorious
teaching of the Christ. Ordinary human-
ity all over the world are being worked
upon by law, which works upon the desire
body and holds it in check. The thinker
is pitted against the flesh. But under law
no one can be saved.

The Christian religion has not yet had
time to accomplish this great object (Uni-
versal Brotherhood). Man is still in the
toils of the dominant Race Spirit and the
ideals of Christianity are yet too high for
him. The intellect can see some of its
beauties, and readily admits that we
should love our enemies, but the passions
of the desire body are still too strong.
The law of the Race Spirit being an
“An eye for an eye,” the feeling is “I’ll
get even!” The heart prays for love; the
desire body hopes for revenge. The in-
tellect sees, in the abstract, the beauty of
loving one’s enemies, but in concrete cases
it allies itself with the vengeful feeling of
the desire body, pleading, as an excuse
for “getting even,” that “the social or-
ganism must be protected.”

While clean thoughts take us a long
step on the path of attainment, the emo-
tions and desires of the desire body are
not so easily subdued, for that vehicle is
already considerably more set than the
mind. While the regenerate mind readily

agrees to the idea that we should love our
enemies, the desire body (the emotional
and passionate nature) aims with every
fiber of its being to get even — to get an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
Sometimes, even years and years after we
think that the sleeping serpent is subdued,
that we have at last gained mastery over
it, and that it cannot mar our peace, it
may suddenly rise and overthrow all our
hopes, take the bit between its teeth, go
on a rampage, and vow vengeance for
some real or fancied wrong. Then it takes
the whole power of the higher nature to
subdue this rebellious part of our being.
This, the writer thinks, is the thorn in the
flesh concerning which Paul besought the
Lord thrice and was given the answer:
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” It cer-
tainly does need all the grace one can
command to overcome, and eternal vigil-
ance is the price of safety, so let us “watch
and pray.”

It is the desire body which is respon-
sible for all our actions, good, bad, or in-
different, and the oriental philosophers
have therefore given directions to their
disciples to kill out desire and to abstain
from action, good or bad, as much as
possible, in order that they may thus save
themselves from the wheel of birth and
death. But that temper, which is such a
great menace when it takes control, may
be made as effective for service under our
proper guidance.

We would not for one moment think
of taking the temper out of a knife; we
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should then be unable to cut anything
therewith. The temper of the desire body
must be controlled but not by any means
killed. For the dynamic power of motion
and action in the invisible world is stored
in this desire body, and unless it is intact,
we cannot expect to control ourselves there
any more than an ocean liner whose
engines were disabled could buffet the
ocean waves.

There are certain societies which teach
negative methods of development, and
one of their first instructions to the pupil
is to drop the jaw and make himself
perfectly negative. Anyone floated from
the Physical World toward the Spiritual
World by such methods would certainly
find himself as driftwood upon the ocean,
cast hither and thither by the waves, the
prey and the sport of every current. There
are in the inner worlds, as well as here,
beings who are anything but benevolent,
who are ready to take advantage of any-
one that ventures into their world not
fully prepared to protect himself against
them.

Thus we see the supreme importance
of subjecting our desires to the will of the
Spirit here in this world, of forcing this
desire body of ours into subjection so
that it may be trained befere we attempt
to enter the inner world. Here it is, in a
very large measure, held in check by the
fact that it is interpolated within the
dense body, and therefore cannot sway
us hither and yon in the same degree as
it can when it has been released from the
physical prison-house.

Even the subjection of the desire body,
difficult as it is to accomplish, will not
serve to make a man conscious in the in-
visible worlds, for the desire body has not
evolved to such a point that it can act
as a real instrument of consclousness. It
is unformed and cloudlike in the great
majority of people, and only a number of
vortices are present as sense centers or
centers of consciousness; these are not
yet sufficiently unfolded so that they can
serve the purpose without some other
help.

Therefore, it is necessary to work upon
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and educate the vital body in such a man-
ner that it may be used in soul-flights.
The part of the vital body formed of the
two higher ethers, the light ether and the
reflecting ether, is what we may term the
soul body; that is to say, it is more closely
linked with the desire body and the mind
and also more amenable to the Spirit’s
touch than are the two lower ethers.
(Continued)

GOD WITHIN: OMNIPRESENT
(Continued from page 249)

rejoices, and where God and man become
known to one another.”

We recognize then that “that which I
am seeking, I am and I have, and all that
my Father has is mine.” Thus filled with
the ALLNESS of God, unless we pour
forth — unless we empty — some of this
from our being, can there be anything

added?

OUR AURA OF SERVICE
(Continued from page 250)

We who have set our feet upon the
path know these things and earnestly de-
sire to live them. We take heart by what
is said further in Letters to Students:
“When the eggshell bursts and a chicken
walks out, or when the cocoon breaks and
a butterfly wings its way among the flow-
ers, we know that the magic was not
wrought in a moment. There was an
inner process of preparation prior to the
outward change. A similar process of in-
ner growth is required to change the
servants of Mammon to servants of Love.”

Though we may falter and fall, this is
our goal — to be servants of Love. No
longer do we say we are “only human.”
Now we know that we are divine, too.
We strive to live so that the divinity gov-
erns every thought, word, and deed; so
that the aura of our service is one of Love.
“And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

(1 John 3:3).



Studies in the Cosmo-Conception

This department is devoted to a studyof the Rosicrucian Philosophy by the
Soeratic Method, the material being taken from the Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception.

Restoration During Sleep

Q. Do all our vehicles function syn-
chronously in our waking state?

A. By their activities during waking
hours the desire body and the mind are
constantly destroying the dense vehicle.
Every thought and movement breaks down
tissues. On the other hand, the vital bedy
faithfully endeavors to restore harmony
and build up what the other vehicles are
tearing down.

Q. Is the vital body wholly successful
in this endeavor?

A. Tt is not able to withstand entirely
the powerful onslaughts of the impulses
and thoughts. It gradually loses ground
and at last there comes a time when it
collapses.
does this affect the indi-

). How

vidual?

A. The vital fluid ceases to flow along
the nerves in sufficient quantity; the body
becomes drowsy, the Thinker is hampered
by its drowsiness and forced to withdraw,
taking the desire body with him.

Q. What is the resultant state of the
physical body?

A.  This withdrawal of the higher ve-
hicles leaves the dense body interpene-
trated by the vital body in the senseless
state we call sleep.

Q. Is sleep an inactive state?

A. Sleep is not by any means an inac-
tive state. If it were, the body would be
no different on awakening in the morning
from its condition when it went to sleep
at night; its fatigue would be just as great.

Q. What occurs during sleep?

A. Sleep is a period of intense activity

and the more intense it is the greater its
value, for it eliminates the poisons re-
sulting from tissue destroyed by the men-
tal and physical activities of the day.

Q. What is the result?

A. The tissues are re-built and the
rhythm of the body restored. The more
thoroughly this work is done the greater
the benefit accruing from sleep.

Q. How is this work done?

A. The Desire World is an ocean of
wisdom and harmony. Into this the Ego
takes the mind and the desire body when
the lower vehicles have been left in sleep.
There the restoration of the rhythm and
bharmony of the mind and the desire body
is accomplished gradually as the harmo-
nious vibrations of the Desire World flow
through them.

Q. How does this aid the vital body?

A. There is an essence in the Desire
World corresponding to the vital fluid
which permeates the dense body by means
of the vital body.

Q. What is the procedure followed?

A. The higher vehicles, as it were,
steep themselves in this elixir of life. When
strengthened, they commence work on the
vital body, which was left with the sleep-
ing densc body.

Q. How does this benefit the dense
body?

A.  Then the vital body begins to spe-
cialize the solar energy anew, rebuilding
the dense body. Without this restoration
there would be no awakening, the bodies
would remain asleep, as sometimes hap-
pens in natural trance.

—Ref.: Cosmo Conception, pp. 92-94.
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Crowning Works of the Ministry

CorinNe HeLINE

The Mystic Marriage in Cana

And the third day there was a marriage
in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus
was there.

And both Jesus was called, and his dis-
ciples, to the marriage.

And when they wanted wine, the mother
of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have
I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet
come,

His mother saith unto the servants, What-
soever he saith unto you, do it.

And there were set there six water pots
of stone, after the manner of the purifying
of the Jews, containing two or three firkins
apiece.

Jesus saith unto them, Fill the water-
pots with water, and they filled them up
to the brim.

And he saith unto them, Draw out now
and bear unto the governor of the feast.
And they bare it.

When the ruler of the feast had tasted
the water that was made wine, and knew
not whence it was; (but the servants who
drew the water knew) the governor of the
feast called the bridegroom.

And saith unto him, Every man at the
beginning doth set forth good wine; and
when men have well drunk, then that which
is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine
until now.

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in
Cana of Galiles, and mainfested forth his
glory; and his disciples belicved on him.
—John 2:1-11,

Bible commentators count the miracle
of Christ Jesus at the wedding of Cana
as His first because it is given first place
in the Gospel of John. The miracle marks
the beginning of the deeper work given
after the Transfiguration, and the feast
marks the time of the great transmutation.
Every step toward higher attainment is
celebrated by a feast of soul ecstasy. When
Matthew was chosen to follow the Master
he proclaimed a feast to announce his
renunciation of all earthly things. At the
Mystic Marriage the glory of the white
light in the soul of the mystic is united
with the ruby splendor in the soul of the

occultist; water is transmuted into wine.

The increasing wonder of the Bible is
found in the fact that actual physical
events are used to conceal profound spir-
itual truths. Thus it was that the attend-
ance of Christ and the Blessed Lady at
the wedding feast in Cana became the
opportunity for illustrating the high spir-
itual process of the mystic marriage within
the individual.

There are three principal steps leading
to mastership, so there were three days of
celebration preceding the wedding, and
on the third day there was “a marriage
in Cana of Galilee.”

Mary, the heart, or love power, is the
first to say, “There is no wine.” The serv-
ants represent the lower nature which
works under obedience to the Christ
within, instructed by the heart: “What-
soever he saith unto you, do it.”

Six is the number of new life. A stone
is the body of the Initiate. The Disciples
were present; that is, they were being
instructed in the art of building that soul
body wherein the water of emotion is
alchemically transformed into the new
wine of Life Eternal.

The Bride and Groom represent the
two neophytes who are being prepared
for the Holy Rite of the Mystic Marriage.
. - . As the Bride and Groom typify the
masculine and feminine aspirants work-
ing in equality together upon the outer
plane, so Christ and Mary represent the
harmonious relationship of the masculine
and feminine polarities within.

Astrologically the six pots are Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, and the
Moon. It is the Sun which, as center and
source of all our solar system, works
through the planets and transforms all
nature into the wine of new life.

(Continued)
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Astrology--Its Teaching and Ethics

L.W.F.

STROLOGY tells us that “Charac-

ter is destiny,” but this is often re-
peated in a parrot-like fashion without
realizing just what it means. What does
astrology teach? What are the principles
which stand out clearly?

Whatever the conditions in our lives,
whether of a good or a bad nature, they
are nothing more or less than an outer
reflection of the conditions existing within
us. Astrology is a religion and more; it
is the highest and most elevated of reli-
gious practices that any man can follow.
In place of an anthropomorphical Being
it reveals a true God — not one who is
afar off, seated on a throne of judgment,
but a loving Father who is known to us
only by His acts and works throughout
all lLife.

Astrology rejects as false any notion of
this divine Being vindictively punishing
a transgressor or requiring a vicarious
sacrifice for sin. It knows nothing of the
potency of blind. faith or credulity. It
does not teach that by faith we can erase
the traces of transgression; that we can
engage in an Earth life of vice and sloth
and sin, and that all this can be erased
and wiped away and the Spirit stand
purified by a blind acceptance of a belief
or -of 'a creed.

Astrology teaches that our weaknesses,
both latent and manifested, must be over-
come by our own volition, and that if not
done voluntarily, the laws of Nature,
working inexorably, will see to it that we

are forced to do it. It teaches that there
is no escape from the result of wrong-
doing, and that man achieves his own
salvation. It demands knowledge in place
of faith. It demands that we know in-
stead of merely believing. It asks only
investigation that its truths may be proved,
and forces none to accept aught of its
teaching other than by logical means.
Astrology teaches that man is an im-
mortal Spirit placed in an Earth life as
a school of training; that he has duties
to perform, and in performing them is
prepared for more advanced and pro-
gressive work. It teaches that all life 1is
governed by immutable laws, which if
transgressed work for us misery and loss.
It teaches that man has a personal respon-
sibility, the power of choice, but that the
effects  of that choice will operate upon
himself. In other words, it teaches us that
our sins punish us. If man fails in his
duty during this one earthly span, he will
return again in-earthly form to undo his
wrong and learn his mistakes, growing
more godlike, rising higher and progres-
sing nearer to the divinity within.
Astrology - teaches that life is a ‘pro-
gressive  development. All is regulated by
immutable laws of etérnal justice, by
which every man of his own volition pays
for every wrong done, and every man is
his own savior. Its justice is manifest in
that if we do wrong, then by ourselves
must that wrong be righted. Punishment
i not administered by an angry God,
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but is the result of a transgression of
Nature’s laws. This is basic teaching of
astrology. It demonstrates it mathemat-
ically, and anyone who studies this sci-
ence from a religious point of view can
hardly escape seeing the truth of it.

No sincere, conscientious students of this
science can long engage in its researches
without sooner or later hearing the call
to take up the tremendous work of self-
unfolding, of building daily into his char-
acter the principles and ethics of the
science to which he is devoted. To be a
representative of this holy art and at the
same time a slave to the passions and
vices of the undeveloped man would
surely be dishonest, disloyal, and untruth-
full

There does not exist a more holy, more
dignified, more elevated and godlike
teaching than that presented to man by
astrology. True, its sublime truths have
been dragged from out their sacred taber-
nacle and presented to the world glossed
over with man’s selfishness and material-
istic mind. The pearl has been exhibited
to those who could see in it naught but
a reflection of their own superstitious
minds, but to the pure in motive it will
aways be a sacred preserve, an esoteric
revelation.

To the student just beginning his re-
searches in this branch of occultism there
comes a voice saying: “Are you prepared
to follow Truth wherever it may lead
you?” Many no doubt fail to realize fully
the responsibility in undertal\mg any oc-
cult study. Suppose it should lead us to
the door of Initiation, where the problem
faces us of transmuting all of the lower
man into the higher, true man. Would
we turn away saying, “This is as far as
I can go,” or would we be prepared,
would we have the honesty to push that
door open, would we be willing that
Truth should lead us on and yet on to
further stages, higher duties, greater re-
sponsibilities? Let us see what astrology
teaches regarding this.

We have Saturn representing the Guar-
dian of the Threshold. He stands watch
over the bridge which leads from the
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lower to the higher consciousness. He
stands guard that the unclean may not
thrust themselves into the presence of the
pure and holy. None may pass Saturn
who have not acquired the virtues his
vibrations tend to produce. All seeking
the higher consciousness must be subjected
to this process of testing and the chas-
tisements, trials, and vicissitudes by which
his virtues are put to test. They are briefly
as follows:

First: Physical purity, for a pure body
alone can reflect pure thoughts.

Second: Purified emotions and dispas-
sionate feelings.
Third: Love of truth, patience, per-

severance, chastity, and a meditative at-
titude.

Finally, Saturn brings every individual
to true humility and to the condition in
which all that is material is renounced,
so that the latent powers of the real Self
may cross the bridge made by Saturn from
the Spirit to the personality. Thus he is
saved by liberation from the concrete
side of matter. The individual is then no
longer in bondage to the flesh and at
the mercy of circumstances, but having
conquered matter in its more or less solid

form, can leave his body at will and
function upon the higher planes, and
having reversed his spheres, he works

consciously with the ray to which he be-
longs.

However, this is accomplished only by
obedience to the higher laws. Man proves
his superiority to law by his COI]fOI‘IXlltj
to the law. The law and the individual
must be one. Such compliance with the
law is therefore spontaneous. All other
compliance or obedience is compulsion
and not natural. Man attains freedom
only by serving, by obedience, thus show-
ing his oneness with that which he serves
or obeys.

Do we realize the tremendous respon-
sibility that goes with occult knowledge?
A new race is slowly coming among us.
Thousands are awakening to a sense of
their spiritual natures and their poten-
tialities. Teachers must be at hand to
instruct these young people. It is here
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that our responsibility lies: to lead such
ones to that which they seek; to pour into
the yearning hearts some measure of the
truth that has been our privilege to re-
ceive; to point out to them the path that
will bring them into a knowledge of the
Divinity within them; to help feed the
tiny light now just appearing with the
knowledge and wisdom that make for
freedom and unity with the great Sources
from. which these Egos are but an emana-
tion. What better way can we do this
than through a knowledge of astrology?

What stupendous opportunities this
science offers to those willing and ready
to aid their fellow men. What a holy
mission confronts the occult student at
the present day. What are we going to
do about it? Are we going to study sel-
fishly with the object of gaining knowl-
edge in advance of others to be used for
personal satisfaction, greed, or vanity, or
are we going to be alive to the duty
facing us, the responsibility incurred? If
the latter, we must overcome vanity, in-
tellectual pride, and similar human weak-
nesses, and enlarge our minds with love.
Work lies ahead of us. We must be will-
ing .to drink the cup of another’s sorrow,
to give him in its place our cup of healing
oil, sympathy, and kindness. If we face
with courage the work to be done and
willingly give ourselves, body, mind, and
soul to this great work, we shall earn our
reward in more progress, higher duties,
and greater responsibilities.

In the events of the life of Christ Jesus
lies the basic teachings of esoteric astrol-
ogy. It is the path which all who endeav-
or to become free from domination by
astrological vibration must follow. It is
the only path by which man frees himself
from ‘mundane influences and becomes
amenable to the higher spiritual vibrations
of the planets. This path is the Path of
the Will, for it is the will of man which
is the determining factor. God offers,
and we accept or reject at our will. All
the evil in the world is the result of the
negation of God — the result of an in-
creasing materialism. It is the duty of
all awakened Egos to help improve this
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condition in the world — by legislative
means, by uprooting the evil within our-
selves, by directing our personal lives into
channels of right conduct.

We must eradicate selfishness in all its
many forms. There must be no obtruding
of self in our study of astrology. The in-
tellect must be subordinated to self-abne-
gation, sincerity, and singleness of pur-
pose. Christ Jesus is the highest example
known to us of devotion to Truth, of
faithfulness, earnestness of purpose. He
lived a life of self-denial, and He died
a death of self-sacrifice for Truth.

Astrology teaches that the purpose of
man’s life is to manifest God in all things
— to develop the Divinity in himself.
Those who know of the truths contained
in astrology, its beauties, the justice of
God as revealed through His Planetary
Administrators have a duty to see that this
science is kept in its sacred place and in
its original purity. It is a spiritual science;
let us keep it so.

Astrology reveals man to himself only
as he looks into it with the eye of the
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Your Child’s Horoscope

THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
A READING

Each full year’s subscription to
this magazine, either new or renewal,
entitles the subscriber to a chance for
a reading of a child’s horoscope in
this department. Character and voca-
tional delineations are made for ap-
plicants of any age up to 14. The
names are drawn by lot each month,
but unless there is an unusually
«arge number of applications you may
have more than one opportunity for -
a drawing. Application for reading
should be sent in when the subscrip-
tion is made or renewed. )

Data required are name, sex, birth-
place, and year, month, and date of
birth, also hour and minute as nearly .
as possible. If Daylight Saving Time.
was in effect this should be stated.

We do not read horoscopes for
money and we give astrological read-
ings only in this magazine.
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non-self. The man who can see himself
vith all his weaknesses and vices is a
courageous man, but this is what we must
do if we are to progress on the spiral
path to Godhood. We must weave a gar-
ment of purity and perfection out of im-
purity and imperfection; this is the work
of those conscious of their purpose in
life, those who have awakened from the
drug of materialistn. It can be made a
glorious work, with the help of astrology
— a glad and joyous work. May we all
learn to use it to this shining end.

EQUATORS

Astronomers have a complete list of
specific stars which are occulted by the
Moon, but when these are taken from
the Nautical Almanac, published at
the Naval Observatory, Washington,
D.C., or other similar institutions, the
figures are given in Right Ascension,
and these must then be converted to
Longitude as recorded in the astrolo-
ger’s ephemeris. Right Ascension is meas-
ured from the point of the vernal equi-
nox as zero, along the celestial equator.
Longitude is measured from the vernal
equinox as zero also, but the count pro-
ceeds along the ecliptie, or zodiacal path.
These two circles of equator and eclip-
tie, cross one another at an angle of
about 2314, degrees. The points where
they cross are the ‘‘equinoxes,”” where
day and night are equal, in the Spring
and Fall.

The celestial equator corresponds to
the Harth’s equator — an imaginary
belt around the celestial sphere similar
to the imaginary belt which girdles
Earth. If Earth’s equator is visualized
as extending out to the sky and cutting
a circle there, this is the celestial equa-
tor. So when we say that ‘‘the equator”’
is erossed by Sun or Moon (or planets),
this means in the case of objects in the
sky that the heavenly equator is meant;
but if we are referring to ships on
Earth’s oceans or planes over land it is
of course the terrestrial equator which
is meant. It is obvious, however, that
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any celestial object which crosses the
celestial equator must, simultaneously
cross the Earth’s equator as well.

?

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS

(Continued from page 254
4 S

not yet begotten, young, old, and dead, in
after-death conditions. And if thou knowest
all these things at once — times, places,
doing, qualities, and quantities; thou canst
know God. This is the Straight Way, the
Good’s Own Path, the Ancient Road. If
thou but sett’st thy foot thereon, *twill meet
thez everywhere, ’twill anywhere be seen,
both where and when thou dost expect it
not ~— waking, sleeping, sailing, journey-
ing, by night, by day, speaking and saying
naught. For there is naught that is not
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OUR READERS WRITE

Ohio—Just want to express my appre-
ciation for your wonderful monthly
magazine. Good vibrations seem fo
bounce right off the very envelope it’s
enclosed in. Its message is one of sin-
cerity, patience, and everlasting light
and love. Bless the people whose hands
make its existence possible, for there is
power in Truth, and its pages scem to
unfold it. T regret very much the issues
I have missed, as I have subscribed only
for the last seven months. Enclosed is a
check for which please send me some
back issues.

Canada—Reading Green Magic in Feb-
ruary Rays reminded me of my “recipe.”
I put unsweetened pineapple juice in
my food blender and add leaves and
grass. I use alfalfa, mint parsley, a weed
called malva, lambs quarters, watercress,

dandelions, etc., etc. — anything green.
Our winter is mild but many plants
vanish — such as comfrey which is

magic. So now I use kale leaves and
grass — yes, just plain grass — the kind
that volunteers in my garden in the fall
— tender, green shoots. I agitate and
spin this for several minutes, then strain
it. The small ball of fibre that I remove
is almost dry and we get all the good
green chlorophyll in a smooth, delicious
drink.
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The Children of Gemini, 1971

Birthdays: May 22 to june 22
ATIVES of the common-air sign
Gemini are versatile, flexible, alert,

and usually easily guided. Possessed of an
active mind and a thirst for knowledge,
they are prone to acquire a considerable
fund of information concerning many
subjects and therefore make interesting
conversationalists. Although tolerant and
broad-minded rather than profound,
these people ordinarily take an active
part in humane activities and are often
found among those who help to shape
the thought and policies of their times.

Gemini is ruled by Mercury, the “Mes-
senger of the Gods,” and “the mental
educator of men,” and consequently we
find those born under the positive influ-
ence of this sign endowed with the ability
to learn quickly and to express themselves
clearlv and to the point. Thus they are
drawn to public speaking, writing, and
teaching, as well as to salesmanship.
Should the negative side of the sign be
dominant, the native is apt to be a chat-
terbox, talking incessantly upon any sub-
ject that- comes to mind.

Those under the Gemini influence have
a neighborliness and a willingness to ac-
cept others as they are, as well as a
bright, kindly disposition, which makes

them appreciated and enjoyed by their
associates. They feel the need of mixing
freely with others, and it is difficult for
them to remain still or alone for long at
a time. However, in spite of an innate
desire for constant expression, they may
become irritable and restless as a result
of too much restraint or concentrated
study. An ample amount of light and
moderate outdoor exercise is a necessity
for their best welfare.

The entire solar month is marked by
the opposition of Saturn to the conjunc-
tion of Jupiter and Neptune, so that all
the children born during this time will
need to overcome a tendency toward
diffidence, inability to form decisions, dis-
trustfulness, and general dishonesty. There
is also a negative psychic tendency, which
will require constant use of the will in
directing the mind and emotions into
positive, constructive channels. Strict hon-
esty, frankness, and faith in God should
be taught these children from early years.

As the solar month opens and lasting
until May 30, the Sun and Jupiter are
in square aspect, pointing toward a tend-
ency to form bad habits. Special training
is needed for these children in self-re-
straint, thrift, and honesty. Unselfishness;
humility, and moderate exercise should
also be stressed.
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Venus conjuncts Mercury from May
22 to June 6th, making the person cheer-
ful and companionable, good-natured and
sociable. There is also ability for music
and poetry, as well as success in salesman-
ship.

From May 22 to 31 Mercury squares
Mars, making the native quickwitted,
sharp, and alert, but impulsive and ex-
citable. There is a tendency toward exag-
geration, too, so that these children should
have special training in telling the truth.
Kindness, tolerance, and unselfishness are
traits to be stressed from early years.

Mars trines Uranus from May 22 to
June 6, giving an energetic and ambi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>