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Blossoms
Jrom Max Heindel’s Garden

W € must remain our own Masters.
In service is the only true road to greatness.

Once the neophyte has thoroughly felt in his
being the love of the Father, he is a changed
man.

Only ‘as we cultivate equipoise and self-
reliance coupled with zeal of devotion, are we
really fitted to go on.

On the path of attainment, through various
stages of initiation, we gradually pass from the
outside world in towards the center.

The door of a genuine Mystery School is not
unlocked by a golden key, but is only opened as
a reward for meritorious service to humanity.

W ith the divine prerogative of free will, man has the power of epigenesis or initiative, so that
he may enter upon a new line at any time he wishes.

In a future stage of human evolution no one is to be ruled, guided, or advised from without,
but each one must and will be ruled from within, where each will unite within himself the
office of king and priest.

0(’ here shall we seek truth? There is only one answer—within. It is absolutely a matter of
moral development and the promise of Christ that if we live the life we shall know the doctrine
is true in the most literal sense.

In the centuries that have gone by since the Rosicrucian Order was formed, the Elder Brothers
have worked quietly and secretly, aiming to mold the thought of the world through the works
of Paracelsus, Boehme, Bacon, Shakespeare, Fludd, and others.

The Christian religion was given that we may embrace the whole world, that we might pass
from the narrow patriotism which only recognizes the beauties and grandeur of one’s own
country to that higher stage where we may say, “The whole world is my country and to do
good is my religion.” This is the path of attainment, and the line of endeavor we must follow to
progress.

To the activities of the Elder Brothers we owe the gradual spiritualization of our once so
materialistic science. Each night at midnight when the physical activities of the day are at their
lowest ebb, and the spiritual impulse at its highest flood tide, they have sent out from their
Temple soul-stirring vibrations to counteract materialism and to further the development of
soul powers.
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Feature

The Sagé |

He looks on life with quie_;tf; eyes —
One of the few who have grown wise.

He sees the child, in mournful pause,
Reject the tale of Santa Claus

Ancl cast aside the wondrous store
Of ages-garnered fairylore;

While youth declines to be deceived
By things which men have long believed;

And manhood, cynical and blind,
Casts all “tllusion” to the wind .

The wise one sees; deep in his eye,
A secret smile is lurking. Why?

He knows no fervid dream of youth
Was ever yet so wild as truth;

No concept of the mind of man
Which aims at the Creator’s plan

Could e’er approach in small degree
The marvel of reality.

We grow too wary to believe
The things men’s feeble minds conceive.

Then fancy the tremendous jar
If we should glimpse the things that are!

And yet, no cosmic coat-of-mail,
No mystic cloud nor temple veil,

Conceals the truth from you and me;
"Tis our dull eyes that will not see.
—Rachel Fossett

Fulfillment

One quiet evening, after the harvest heat,
I walked alone in the field.

A haloed sun was at my back, and wheat
Ahead was stacked and sealed,

An essence rare, divinely distilled from
toil
Enveloped and burdened the air.
I breathed this heady, anaesthetic foil
And lost all sense of care.

When all at once, and dreamily, I seemed
In escalator fashion,
To be slowly treading a trailing sun-lit,
beamed
incline, all purged of passion.

And then for the barest instant of mortal
time,
Perhaps celestial aeons,
All the love and joys of the universe
were mine
And I joined the angel paeans.
~Frances Smith
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Editorial

(44 N o man, when he hath lighted a candle,

putteth it in a secret place, neither under
a bushel, but on a candle stick, that they which
come in may see the light.” (Luke 11:33)

“Ye are the light of the world . . . Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:14, 16)

Once an individual makes a conscious com-
mittment to follow the Christ, he becomes as a
light which shines forth in a world of darkness.
That is, he begins to radiate a spiritual luminosi-
ty which grows in time to a brilliant splendor.
The statement that a candlestick is placed in
public view refers to the fact that the Christian,
in possession of spiritual light, must let it shine

“Preach the Gospel ...”

before all men to the end that a light may be lit
in them.

Thus, we see that the Christed individual has
an obligation to “preach the Gospel.” Those
Christians who work along the lines of the Ros-
icrucian Brotherhood have a particular obliga-
tion in this regard because of their intellectual
knowledge of spiritual matters, which can great-
ly increase the effectiveness of their faith and
good works.

“Spreading the Teachings,” in a spiritual
sense, refers to a technique based on the princi-
ple involved in the example of two tuning forks
of the same pitch. When one is struck in close
proximity to the other, the latter begins to vi-
brate at the pitch of the former. In like manner,
spmtuahty in one individual evokes spirituality
in another. Naturally, the first individual must
possess a degree of Christ-likeness in himself or
his efforts at “preaching the Gospel” to the sec-
ond individual will not call forth a spiritual re-
sponse.

It becomes apparent, then, that the spiritual-

dimension is to be sought after earnestly, else

we have no true “Gospel” to preach. Promulgat-
ing a set of writings, establishing organizations,
distributing books, or soliciting an increase in
membership may cause us to believe that we are
discharging our obligation but, unless we expe-
rience the Christ as a living presence in our dai-
ly lives, such outward activities merely serve to
divert us from our true obligation, which is to
kindle and share the light within our hearts.

“For God, Who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (II Cor.
4:6) a
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( Mystic Light

The Cross-Roads

I n a literal sense, the cross-roads
means THE CROSSING OF
THE ROADS, but in a deeper
sense it may also mean THE
ROADS TO THE CROSS. The
first definition brings to mind the
idea of a point to which various
roads converge or from which vari-
ous roads diverge; this in turn sug-
gests a possible halt, a choice to be
made between various options, and
the necessity to change direction.
The second definition brings the
idea of the Cross which Christians
use as a symbol of humility, sacri-
fice, transmutation, death, and re-
birth. The Cross is a very old sym-
bol used by religions that existed in
Ancient Egypt, in India, as well as
in the Americas long before the
Christian era. It is an old symbol
which relates to the number four,
so fundamental to Man and our
planet Earth: the four directions of
space, the four turning points of the
path of the Sun along the Ecliptic,
the four seasons, the four angles of
any astrological chart, the four
kingdoms, the four basic elements
of earth, water, fire and air, the four
alchemical substances of salt,

=

— A

sulphur, mercury, and azoth, the four major divisions of the
human body: bones, muscles, nerves, blood vessels, and last
but not least, the four lower vehicles of man that allow his
Spirit to navigate in his earthly environment.

Naturally these two concepts of the crossing of the roads
and of the roads to the cross are intermingled, for when our
path reaches any crossing of the roads we have to make
choices, and choice implies sacrifice, and each sacrifice is a
step on the road to the cross. Conversely, when we progress
towards the cross, we encounter new challenges and meet
new opportunities, and each time, we reach new crossings of
the roads.
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When we speak of choice, we speak of the
necessity to “stop and think,” to decide between
various options, facts, and values, and then to
act accordingly, trying to do our very best. It
has been said: “Do your best, God will do the
rest.” This injunction signifies very well our hu-
man condition: we are required to do our very
best, not the ultimate Good—even though this
would be very desirable, of course—because in
our present human condition the ultimate Good
is out of reach. If we look back at our life and at
the manner we traveled through all its cross-
roads, we see how sinuous our journey was,
how many questions we confronted, how hesi-
tant some answers were, how, at times, blind-
folded we were, and at other times, how capable
we were at looking straight in the Light of
Truth. All this shows that instead of living in a
world of clear notions, of precise truths; of defi-
nite evils recognized by all of us, we live, at
least for the moment, in a world of foggy con-
cepts, of approximate truths, of relative evils; in
other words, in a maze of incertitudes. But each
time we are confronted by a new road to take,
or are offered a new cross to bear, we are not
expected to stop or go backward but to “keep
moving,” as courageously and honestly as we
can. In so doing, we discover that we are not
left alone and that “God will do the rest,” be it
through our Higher Self or through divine Prov-
idence.

When our Higher Self helps us solve prob-
lems, it usually manifests in the form of clear
intuitions that allow us to find our way in the
dark. The process works like a compass on the
high seas, or like Ariadne’s Golden Thread in
the maze of our life. Unfortunately, our connec-
tion to that spiritual power is not always clear,
due to our own shortcomings. We have not yet
acquired the wisdom that gives the knowledge
that is 100% reliable. Our inner divine intuition,
which knows exactly what is good is, in a high-

- er sense, like a light shining in the dark and

covered by the layers of our fears, of our pre-
conceived ideas, of our likes and dislikes, and
other self-imposed limitations, in one word: our
ignorance, and all these layers prevent us from

finding the road that our intuition nevertheless
faithfully illumines. As we say in the Rosicru-
cian Fellowship Temple Service: “For now we
see through a glass darkly, but then face to face.
For now we know in part, but then we shall
know, even as we are known”. (cf. I Corinthi-
ans 13:12)

Examples illustrating how “darkly” we see
are numerous:

When we know the necessity of rebirth and
of bringing children to the world, how right are
we in promoting birth control? When we know
the sanctity of life, how right are we to legally
condemn to death some criminals under the pre-
text that in doing so we prevent them from
harming others any longer? When we know that
higher beings progress in their evolution by
helping the various animal lifewaves, what right
have we to spay or neuter them when they are
too prolific? When Christopher Columbus final-
Iy landed in what is now America, was he a he-
ro bringing a new civilization to straggling na-
tions or a greedy oppressor looking for gold?
When the Jews and the Palestinians fight for the
same piece of land, who is out of place?

We may also see that when there is a chal-
lenge facing us, we may adopt three different
types of behaviours: First ,we may pretend that
there is no challenge at all, and decide to pass
by, unmoved; this is the passive way. Second,
we recognize the challenge but, because of fears
or other motives, we decide to back off or to
make the challenge disappear; this is the nega-
tive way. Third, we recognize the challenge and
decide to act and to “do our best,” knowing that,
perhaps, in so doing, we have a 50% chance of
being right and a 50% chance of being wrong
(all that because the voice of our inner intuition
is not always clearly perceptible as we previ-
ously saw). This is the positive way, for it is
better to act and to make a mistake than not to
do anything.

But we may also consider that sometimes
circumstances are such that there is no real
“good” or “bad” choice to make and that the fi-
nal value of our choice must be determined by
the nature of the chain of actions and reactions
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our choice has induced. In other
words, there may be some instanc-
es where the most important thing
is not the choice we make but the
way we live and act afterwards. For
example, it may very well happen
that a choice which was a good one
at the start will lead to catastrophic
results because down the line we
have been careless or lazy instead
of doing our very best. Then it was
not the choice, but the way we han-
dled the matter that was bad. On
the contrary, an initially “bad”
choice, that for some reason gener-
ates within us the willingness to
work hard and against all odds,
may very well bring very positive
results and turn finally into a good
choice. In the drama of life, noth-
ing is ever determined in advance.
Rather, by our constant active par-
ticipation, we may bring changes
that can alter the course of events
for the better. This is one of the as-
pects of epigenesis we will speak
about later: We are not like arrows
running along straight trajectories,
but rather winged beings who, even
though far from being angels, are
capable of flying at will.

So man is constantly confronted
with alternatives and choices, con-
stantly negotiating new cross-roads
in the journey of his life, and in this
perpetual confrontation he meets
the archetype of the Cross, which is
not to be viewed as a stop sign, but
rather as a landmark stating: “Here
is an important moment in your
life, an opportunity to wake up, to
ponder, to transmute, to
change—in other words, to con-
front and to grow.

The idea of confrontation, either
within ourself or with others, re-
minds us that we do not develop
harmoniously at once all the va-

rious facets of our being. In fact, we are like the amoeba
whose plasma is oddly shaped in a variable number of arms:
from our inner central nucleus, we develop some skills, but
some are left on the side to be worked upon later, whether dur-
ing this present life or some future ones. According to the na-
ture of the confrontations we are exposed to, we extend or re-
tract our various skills but, ultimately, having unfolded all our
potentials, we will be perfectly round, or rather spherical: from
the shape of the human Cross we will have evolved to the per-
fection of the Sphere.

We may also ask ourselves: Why did Jesus Christ have to
die on a Cross? Is it only because this type of execution was
common in Israel at the time of the Roman occupation—or is
it rather because it really symbolizes our human condition?
Why did Plato write that “the Soul of the World is crucified”?

Among many answers, let us say that it illustrates the fact
that we live within two different planes of existence—visible
and invisible—at the same time. The visible plane, with all its
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physical limitations, is represented by the hori-
zontal limb, and the invisible plane, filled with
the currents of the spiritual life, is represented by
the vertical limb of the cross. At the present
stage of evolution, man lives at the crossing of
the two limbs, at the center of the Cross, at the
cross-roads of spirituality and materialism.

But there is something remarkable to notice:
the two limbs are not in a fixed position in rela-
tion to each other—the horizontal limb may
move along the vertical. For according to our
lifestyle on the physical plane, we may lower or
raise the horizontal limb of our personal cross,
that is, crossing the vertical limb at various lev-
els. If the spiritual impulses pouring from above,
along the vertical limb, do not have to travel too
far and are able to permeate fairly easily the hor-
izontal element, without meeting too much resis-
tance at the center of the Cross, it means that our
inner spiritual nature influences our physical life
and expresses itself in our behaviour. In turn, the
more spiritual our daily life becomes, the higher
the horizontal limb is raised and the easier it is
for our spiritual nature to make itself heard and
manifested. This is a two-way street, and it is up
to us to create or disolve the traffic jams!

If we now place our Cross in a three-dimen-
sional world, we get a Sphere whose center is
the center of the Cross and whose shape is gen-
erated by all the various possible positions of the
four limbs. The Sphere is the direct expansion of
the Cross, and we understand why, from ancient
times on, it has been considered a representation
of the Absolute, of the Primordial Divinity. This
is also the reason why the Sun, the planets and
all highly evolved celestial bodies are spherical
in shape and why from the spherical egg, or
ovum, given to us by our mothers, we develop a
physical body shaped after the Cross that, later
in our evolution, will lead to a spherical form
again.

Physics teaches us that when two forces work
at some angle to each other (as the two limbs of
the Cross), a third force is created. So what hap-
pens at the crossing of the limbs of our personal
cross? This is the point where the spiritual im-
pulses from “above” bump against the resistance

of our mental ignorance, of our emotional fears,
and of our physical limitations. But when this re-
sistance is disolved, when the obstacles have
been overcome or transmuted, the fragrant white
rose of our heart may unfold. From the center of
this white rose, a third force springs up, namely,
our capacity for Epigenesis. In plain words, Epi-
genesis is our aptitude to create new conditions
independant from what previously existed. It is
our way to express the God within us, to start be-
ing real creators. But for this to happen we must
craft specific spiritual skills and tools: temper-
ance, courage, prudence, justice, hope, faith,
love, and above all, our love for each other,
which is a reflection of our love for God. These
are the petals of the White Rose. Remember that
the Eglantine, the wild rose, preceeded the rose
as a symbol in the early mysteries. Then it was
replaced by the Red Rose, for the rose, created
by man in ancient Persia, represented a step
higher than the Eglantine. Then, later on, the Red
Rose was replaced by the White Rose, showing
that the cleansing of the blood has been accom-
plished and that the passions of our hearts have
been sublimated. So the element, by means of
which we keep our balance at the cross-roads of
our existence, is our heart. What allows us to lis-
ten to the spiritual impulses of our divine intui-
tion is our heart; what gives us the energy to
walk accordingly is the courage we find in our
heart. We know that Leo, the sign of courage,
rules the heart, and we all remember the history
lessons of our childhood when we heard about
Richard the Lion Hearted. So, my friend, take
heart, and keep walking from cross-roads to
cross-roads !

But now you will say: what about the mind,
and the brains, left and right?

Of course mind and brain are indispensable
for a fully productive human life. The mind is
the funnel through which the spiritual impulses
flow along the vertical limb of our Cross. It is
the focusing point that directs the spiritual ener-
gies towards our consciousness. It does not
create them but it is like a receptacle, open at the
bottom. From there the spiritual impulses are
translated by our brains into messages that we
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can understand and put into practice. This explains why,
when a human being has a damaged brain, whether by birth
or by accident, he cannot fully express, in this life time, the
injunctions of his Higher Self. This condition does not make
his life worthless; the lessons to be thus gained are also im-
portant, but they do not correspond to a normal course of
evolution. They are rather the sign of ripe destiny filled with
golden crops yet to be gathered in a future life.

So the spiritual impulses are translated by our brains into
clearer messages, but we can put them into practice only if
the heart gets involved. This is why, according to the Chi-
nese, the seat of intelligence is in the heart, and why we read
in the Bible: “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” If the
heart does not get involved, the messages from above get
“stuck” at the crossing of the two limbs, the person becomes
“brainy,” sterile, rigid in his or her ways, with an indiges-
tion of ideas which have nowhere to go. We may find a
good example of this condition in the New Testament, when
Christ rebuked his disciples for not understanding because
their hearts were hardened.

But if the door to the heart is opened at the center of the
Cross, then things start to happen. If the door to the heart is
barely opened, only small things will happen. If the door to
the heart is wide open, then the flow of Life will allow big
things to happen.

How can we explain otherwise the extent of the realiza-
tions achieved by single individuals who, alone, changed the
world for eons to come? What was their secret? What was
the secret of the twelve apostles, of Alexander the Great, of
Joan of Arc, of Abraham Lincoln, of Martin Luther King?
They all had “big hearts” and so were able to put into action
what they had received from above. What do you think is
Mother Theresa’s secret?

This does not mean these people were, or are, 100% right
in everything they do or say. It simply means they have
been willing to try hard to do their best, and had the courage
to dare to be innovative. They have understood that to
“stand still” is to die a final death, while to move on only
brings the death of old ideas, old habits, old friends, in order
to be reborn to a new level of existence, to a new life. Then,
and only then, the Cross of death becomes the Cross of res-
urrection.

It is interesting to note, in passing, that in the Roman
World, before the Christian Era, statues of the God Mercury
were raised at the main cross-roads of the Empire reminding
the traveller that to protect himself from the dangers of the
journey he just had to be careful and obey some rules. It was

the time when the power of the law
was dominant. Later on, after the
coming of Christ, people replaced the
statues of the God Mercury by Chris-
tian Crosses showing that the travel-
ler would now use another type of
protection, involving love and prayer.

So the lesson of our journey
through the cross-roads of our life is
both a lesson in confidence and cou-
rage, but also a lesson in acceptance,
humility, understanding and compas-
sion, and understanding again, and
compassion again. We are followers
of Jesus Christ and, like Him, we
have to confront cross-roads as He
did at Gethsemane, to bear the conse-
quences of our decisions and carry
our cross as He did along the “Via
Dolorosa,” and we also have to die to
our old ways on our small Golgothas
in order to resurrect, as He did, to a
new and broader life. Above all, we
have to remember some of His last
words on the Cross: “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they
do.”

Ignorance is the only sin, but to
refuse to learn is even worse. When
gathering experience we often make
mistakes, but we learn from them and
try not to repeat them. Realizing that
we are prone to make mistakes, we
will remember that others are also
prone to do the same. Let us there-
fore forgive each other for all the
mistakes made and learn to walk to-
gether supportively and compassion-
ately through the various cross-roads
of life knowing that, somewhere in
time, we will lay down our pilgrim’s
staff, dust our feet, and reenter, as
brothers and sisters, our Father’s
home. O

—Nadine B. de Galzain
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Mystic Light

The Pros and Cons of Abortion

S o much has been said, and is still being said,
written, aired on radio and television, and
argued in the court rooms about abortion these
days that one is inclined to believe further men-
tion of the subject is obnoxious to most of our
readers. However, the decision in regard to this
matter by the Supreme Court of the United
States, which in effect nullifies restrictive abor-
tion laws in the various states, makes the stu-
dent of the deeper truths of life and being more
uncomfortably aware than ever of the impera-
tive need for added understanding of the factors
and deplorable consequences involved in this
un-Christian practice which has become so
alarmingly casual and frequent.

Formerly, in most places abortion was legal-
ly permissible only if the welfare of the mother
required it. That it was often illegally and unsci-
entifically performed by unqualified people is
well known, this no doubt being one of the fac-
tors in bringing about the movement to legalize
abortion in the United Sates. Of course, making
it “legal” in no wise lessens the moral implica-
tions, even though it may reduce the proportion
of cases where physical harm to the mother oc-
curs.

In its historic decision the Court held that the
State’s prohibition of early abortion would be
an unconstitutional invasion of a woman’s pri-
vacy, since the sole legitimate interest of the
State in this matter is to make sure that abortion,
as a “medical process,” takes place under cir-
cumstances which provide adequately for the
safety of the patient. This would naturally re-
quire the services of a licensed medical practi-
tioner. Furthermore, in the opinion of the Court,
the State can constitutionally take steps to pro-
tect the unborn child only after the developing

fetus has reached the stage of “independent
life.” Avoiding the crucial question as to just
when “independent life” begins in the forming
body, the Court went on to add the following:
“When those trained in the respective disci-
plines of medicine, philosophy, and theology
are unable to atrive at any consensus, the judici-
ary, at this point in the development of man’s
knowledge, is not in a position to speculate as
to the answer.”

Since this matter is of such vital import to all
of the human race, both now and in the future,
and its consequences so far-reachingly deplora-
ble and contrary to spiritual unfoldment, it
would most certainly benefit every adult indi-
vidual to consider it open-mindedly in all its
physical and spiritual aspects. The Court’s ref-
erence to “this point in the development of
man’s knowledge” must surely refer only to the
knowledge which is accepted by the general
public. Fortunately, there are human beings
who have progressed far enough spiritually to
have acquired knowledge not yet accepted by
the majority of mankind. Among those ad-
vanced ones are the Brothers of the Rose Cross,
Adepts who work constantly for the welfare of
humanity, and who have given out the Western
Wisdom Teachings in their efforts to counteract
the insidious effects of materialism and to fur-
ther spiritual evolution in general.

Prominent among the truths in this Teaching
are the twin laws of Rebirth and Consequence.
The doctrine of Rebirth teaches that each Ego is
an integral part of God, enfolding all divine
possibilities; that by means of repeated exis-
tences in gradually improving bodies the latent
possibilities are developed into dynamic pow-
ers; that none are lost by this process, but that
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all mankind will ultimately attain the goal of
perfection and re-union with God. What we are,
what we have, all our good qualities are the re-
sult of our actions in the past. What we’lack in
physical, mental, or moral excellence may yet be
ours in the future. As we sow, so shall we reap.
Each life provides us with experiences essential
for our progress. If we are not allowed to incar-
nate in a physical body, we do not have the ex-
periences.

The generally accepted idea about “killing”
(except by the very materialistic mind, which ac-
cepts only form) is that life is terminated, sim-
ply because the body is no longer able to func-
tion. This is a mistake. Life is eternal, as both the
Bible and occult science teach, and the individu-
al Spirit inhabiting a body, or beginning to in-
habit it, cannot be destroyed. However, of
course, the form in which it has to live on Earth
in order to gain the experience necessary for its
progress can be, and too often is, destroyed. To
do this is just as reprehensible as it is to break
any other of the spiritual laws governing our uni-
verse. “Thou shalt not kill” is a basic law for hu-
manity, even though it refers only to the form,
and those who defy it, by abortion or otherwise,
must at some future time pay a heavy penalty.

Another most vital point to be considered in
connection with the practice of abortion is the
sacredness of the creative power in the human
being. This is the Holy Spirit aspect of God and
man, referred to in numerous places in the Bible
(Matt. 1:18, Mark 1:8, Luke 1:15, John
14:26, Acts 2:4, etc.), the power that is used to
create not only physical bodies but also, on a
higher level, mental and emotional accomplish-
ments in literature, poetry, art, music, science,
etc. To misuse this holy power for gratification
of the senses is the “great transgression” spoken
of in Psalm 19:13. This is the “sin” (action con-
trary to spiritual law) that is not forgiven, but
must be expiated through suffering in diseased
and incapacitated bodies and minds. As Christ
Jesus said explicitly: “All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be
forgiven unto men.” (Matt. 12:31)

When one considers the intricate and awe-in-
spiring process which takes place in the invisible
worlds, involving the activities of the Angels
and their helpers, to bring an Ego back into a

physical body, and all of the past causes and ef-
fects that enter into this event, he surely must
hesitate to destroy the infant vehicle, even if it
had been in formation for only a short time. Let
us recount briefly how occult science describes
this process.

After having been strengthened in the ineffa-
ble harmony of the higher world called the Third
Heaven (mentioned by St. Paul in I Corinthian.
12:2), the Ego has a desire for new experiences
in the Physical world and begins to contemplate
a new birth. This conjures up a series of pictures
before the vision of the Spirit—a panorama of
the new life in store for it, containing the princi-
pal events which begin at the cradle and end at
the grave. In some cases several panoramas may
be shown, so that the advanced Ego has a choice.

Having chosen the life it will live, the Spirit,
possessing only the forces of the four seed-atoms
(the nuclei of the dense, vital, and desire bodies,
and the sheath of mind), the Ego begins its de-
scent into the Physical World. The forces of the
mind of the last life are awakened from their la-
tency in the seed-atom, and begin to attract mate-
rials from the Region of Concrete Thought for
which it has an affinity. The same then occurs
for the desire, the etheric, and the dense bodies.
This material forms itself into a great bell-shaped
figure, open at the top, where the seed-atoms are.
When the proper time comes, the building of the
new body and its placement in the proper envi-
ronment is done by the four great Beings known
as the Recording Angels, or Lords of Destiny.
The vital body is built by the inhabitants of the
heaven world and the Nature Spirits in such a
manner as to form a particular type of brain.

. However, the returning Ego itself incorporates

therein the quintessence of its former vital bod-
ies, and in addition to this also does a little origi-
nal work. -

The vital body, having been molded by the
Lords of Destiny, will give form to the dense
body, organ for organ. This matrix or mold is
then placed in the womb of the future mother.
The seed-atom for the dense body is in the trian-
gular head of one of the spermatozoa in the se-
men of the father.

When the impregnation of the ovum has taken
place, the desire body of the mother works upon
it for a period of time from eighteen to twenty-
one days, the Ego remaining outside in its desire
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body and mind sheath, yet always in close touch
with the mother. Upon the expiration of that
time, the Ego enters the mother’s body. The bell-
shaped vehicles draw themselves down over the
head of the vital body and the bell closes at the
bottom. The Ego broods over its coming instru-
ment, asserting its individuality and resisting for-
mation by the mother of the nucleated blood
cells. The old cells gradually disappeat, so that
when the silver cord is tied at the quickening, all
nuclei have disappeared, and the Ego is absolute
autocrat of its vehicle, a precious heritage.

Thus we see that abortion, while it does not
kill the Spirit, which is eternal, does destroy the
form essential for its use on Earth tg gain neces-
sary experience, and is therefore a most sinful
and degrading act. It matters not at what stage of
its growth the fetus is destroyed, the dire conse-
quences are the same.

What is the sensible solution to this immoral
practice? Simply put, it is self-control. Human
beings will at some time have to learn to master
the Luciferian urge and not allow the power of
lust to direct their lives. A high ideal, yes, but
upon its ac}nevement depends the welfare of the
race.

However, it should be thoroughly understood
that the mere suppression of sexual attraction is
not a virtue in itself. The creative force must be

__y:when_ we hat_g so why not be_ happy all the time? (3

used—directed into higher channels,

Instead of seeking physical gratification when
conscious of the surging impulses of the lower
nature, if the individual will focus his thoughts
and imagination upon something he desires to
create—a poem, an invention, a picture, a musi-
cal composition, or some material demonstration
such as a home or a new business venture—he
will find that a double purpose is served. The ob-
jective demonstration will be accelerated and the
process of transmutation or regeneration within
his body will, at the same time, be noticeably
stimulated. Physical exercise alone is also of
help, but when accompanied by creative
thoughts is more effective.

Meditation upon high and inspiring subjects
has power literally to transform forces irnpreg-
nating the sexual fluids, for these fluids are real-
ly carriers of etheric force, the true creative
agent. An inspiring poem or passage from the
scriptures can be the channel for immediate di-
rection of the thoughts and creative power into
uplifting currents. By consciously directing pure
love currents from the heart into the creative cen-
ters of the brain, sexual activity may be trans-
muted into activities of mind and spirit, with a
corresponding birth upon the mental and spiritual
plane. a
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—Gladys G. Bridewell
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Mystic Light

“America’s Holy War”

U nder this heading, the nation’s foremost
news weekly, Time Magazine, devoted a
feature-length cover story to the ongoing battle
between religious “separationists” and “accom-
modationists” in which it seriously strove for
balanced presentation. !

The separationists, of course, are those who
“insist that in a country with nearly 1,200 diffe-
rent religious bodies, the only way to keep the
peace is to keep them all out of the shared pub-
lic sphere.” The accommodationists claim that
“‘the wall of separation’ between church and
state has grown too thick and costs too much.
By isolating God from public life, they argue,
the courts replaced freedom of religion with
freedom from religion.”

Some unbelievable things are related by
Time Magazine. “A primary school teacher dis-
covered the word God in a phonetics textbook
and ordered her class of seven-year-olds to
strike it out, saying that it is against the law to
mention God in a public school.” A clergyman

as “ruled unconstitutional” because in a grad-
uation prayer he “gave thanks to God.” Many
schoolbooks omit “to whom the Pilgrims gave
thanks on Thanksgiving.”

Laments one observer, “Little children, by
the time they’re in second grade, know that God
is illegal.”? Time editorializes, “For the past 40
years or so . . . the tide has generally favored
the separationists, “though opinion polls cited in
the article strongly favor the accommodation-
ists, who are resolutely rallying.” “Truth,” it has
been said, “is war’s first casualty.” As “Ameri-
ca’s Holy War” drags on, one should not lose
sight of certain basics:

1. America was founded by deeply religious
people seeking freedom and to extend God’s
kingdom by preaching to the heathen. No nation
has more idealistic foundations.

2. When the Constitution was drawn up, all
but 5,000 citizens were Christians, overwhelm-
ingly Protestant. That means only about !/s of
1% were not.3 Prayer was offered at the Consti-
tutional Convention. The Constitution “was de-
signed for a religious and moral people,” ac-
cording to President John Adams,* “for it is ab-
solutely impossible to legislate morality into
people.” The Bill of Rights, it has been noted,
was written for a people in whose hearts there
already was a “Bill of Responsibilities.”? Noth-
ing on earth is perfect and the time will not
come when all people are fully satisfied. When
complaints in this “Holy War” come from all
quarters, it may be an indication that the status
quo is quite fair, for dissatisfaction will be equi-
tably distributed.

4. Despite shortcomings, the United States
has achieved more unity amid diversity than
any other populous nation. “America is the only
nation in the world that has created a society
with harmony and unity among many faiths.”®

5. There is no separation of church and state.
Time quotes Chief Justice Rehnquist as de-
scribing this concept as “a metaphor based on
bad history.” It is not in the Constitution, but in
a private letter of President Jefferson with no le-
gal weight whatever.

6. The First Amendment was clearly mtend-
ed to prevent religious monopoly by a single
group. It was directed against “an establishment
of religion” by Congress.
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7. The Founding Fathers and subsequent di-
rectors of national destiny intended that religion
be an integral part of American life. “In God
We Trust,” part of our national anthem, has
been on United States coins since the Civil War,
at which time a national Day of Thanksgiving
was instituted. Can there be any doubt to Whom
it was directed? Congress and the Supreme
Court regularly open with prayer. It has been

suggested that if those who object to the status -

quo are really sincere, they should refuse pay-
ment for “religious” holidays!

8. Had it not been for Christian principles,
America would not have achieved its basically

benevolent superpower status. Admittedly, not .

all national policy has been edifying, but the
“good” dominates.

Not much is heard today about the Protestant
work ethic which has been mainly responsible
for creating history’s most affluent society. The
early colonists were deeply concerned about
their salvation. Their reading of the Bible con-
vinced them that material abundance is proof of
divine acceptance. So they went out and created
wealth. This is also why they restricted suffrage
to those with property. Property owners were
viewed as successful and God’s elect and were
therefore alone qualified to vote wisely.

Because of the Christian beliefs of early
America, people of divergent religious views
were also allowed entry. Except for America
and a few other small exceptions, the world
norm of the time was, “Cuius regio, eius reli-
gio—he who rules, his religion.” Many non-
Christian groups now agitating to get Christian-
ity out of America’s public life should recall
that had it not been for the views they now vili-
fy, they might not be here.

9. To the extent that this nation has turned
away from the Christian morality of its found-
ers, it has also declined. Why has it amassed a
debt of several trillion dollars? Because its peo-
ple wanted goods and services they were un-
willing to pay for. At one time this sort of thing
was called stealing. Stealing on the part of some
is behind the Bank and Savings and Loan
“mess” which, it is variously estimated, may

cost up to-one trillion dollars! Continuous defi-
cit spending is also stealing in the sense of tak-

~ing from future generations that whlch they

have not yet even earned.
America’s fastest growing mdustry is pris-
ons. The cost is horrendous. Those people who

espouse moral values are not the criminals. An

occasional media report on Christian communi-
ties shows people living with doors unlocked
and few or no police. Wouldn’t it be great if the
whole nation could function this way?

Yet new nemeses loom on the horizon. “As

Crack Kids Enter the Classroom,” offspring of
addicts, and their numbers will “continue to
grow,” it will take extra billions to educate
these severely handicapped youngsters.” Time
quotes a Supreme Court Judge: “My mother
says that when they took God out of the
schools, the schools went to hell.” There has
been an ongoing effort to remove Him from all
life, but “righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin
is a reproach to any people.”® America is living
(or should one say dying) proof! It has been
compared to fresh-cut flowers. They may look
like those still connected to their roots in the
soil, but they’ll soon wither. America has been
severed from its moral moorings. “If the foun-
dations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do??

This has been recognized even in the land
some used to call “Satan’s seat,”!? the former
Soviet Union. Its “educators want to teach
Christianity as the basis of morality.”!! Evi-
dently they recognize that at this stage of hu-
man evolution, the masses are unready to “do
right because it is right.”12

10. There is a solution to the Holy War!
America being the matrix of Aquaria, Christian
morality will not disappear. But this fact alone
will not guarantee the conflict’s cessation. As
noted above, early America was almost entirely
Christian, yet religious groups battered each
other bitterly. !

What is the current inter-church struggle
about? One issue is prayer in public schools. A
bumper sticker says, “Kids Should Pray.” This
is true. But is the kind of praying in public
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school real prayer? At best, it is saying prayers. There is a
difference. And who should write those prayers? None will
suit all. Said the Christ, “When thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret.”!4

There is also the controversy over public display of sym-
bols. What is accomplished in this struggle? It will not
“convert” non-members and may even offend some. Should
Christians go “underground?” No. “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.”!> Society’s needs are enor-
mous. There is more than enough room for all to perform
“good works.” Success is assured and nobody will start a
Holy War!

It is the outer trappings that cause conflict. As always,
the material divides, the spiritual unites. According to a ma-
jor publication, “The New Age . . . has come of age " . . Peo-
ple are realizing they can’t go outside themselves for an-
swers.”!6 Of course the New Age is not yet fully here, but
just dawning. But because of this dawning there is already a
growing awareness of genuine faith’s inwardness which is
mysticism. As this increases, there will automatically be less
emphasis on the outer, the material, the divisive,

“The Piscean religion has taught the worship of an exter-
nal Christ . . . In the New Age, the masses will learn . . . of
the indwelling Christ.” “The fundamental tenet of His teach-
ing is contained in His words, “The kingdom of God is with-
in you.” When we discover this kingdom within ourselves,
we shall find it also in others, and in all things about us. The
Path of seeking must be the way of love.”!”

This is what will end the “Holy War. a

—A Probationer
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Mystic Light

Differentiation: The Key to Individuality

irth gives new chance to the Spirit to grow by experience

of trial and error. It is a new phase in which we forget the
past and shift scenes, travel new paths. Birth is the result of
the individual’s desire for experience; for only thus do we
grow and evolve spiritually.

When we have become individuals we have become self
conscious channels for the working out of the universal pat-
tern. Without self consciousness we would be without the
ability to exercise our freedom of choice and we would have
no will of our own. But individuality has its penalty and re-
sponsibility. As we become self conscious channels for either
good or evil, we come under the great Law of Cause and Ef-
fect or Karma. Then man takes his place in the Great Cosmos,
a factor for all that is good or bad, a potentiality of construc-
tion or destruction, according to the use he makes of his con-
stantly developing talents. He lives or falls by what he himself
chooses to do. But his life touches so many others, that his
good or evil can end in an avalanche of sorrow and destruc-
tion, or in a blazing trail of glory.

Birth is conditioned by our past lives. From where our indi-
viduality takes over, we are personally responsible for what
we do and even think; for thoughts are things and are some-
times even more powerful than the spoken word. When the
spoken or written words have an ill effect upon those about us
or on the world at large, we are doubly accountable; for they
live on even after our own physical bodies are gone. The
spoken or written word lives on and multiplies; we may need
many lifetimes to correct the results from our words or writ-
ings.

If we have discouraged others from taking up a Teaching
that might have helped them, even if we may not ourselves
have received help from it, due to our nature, then we may
have indeed done a great wrong. Man lives by the good he has
been able to extract from the different Religions and Philoso-
phies of the world. They are his help and sustenance in times
of stress and represent an organized pattern or program of

living. They make him feel less
alone. He feels linked to a body of
other good aspiring people. If his
confidence is taken away in the
only thing that at that particular
time may sustain him, then we
have robbed him of one of his
birthrights and have sold our own,
for spiritual Good is not easy to
come by. The criticism of the
world against things and people
and movements can be devastat-
ing.

All people who participate in
philanthropic work can bear wit-
ness to this fact. Those who seek
to help others and seek to take part
in movements that do such work,
are often misunderstood. Qur best
example is that of the Christ him-
self. They crucified Him. They
questioned Him and doubted and
maligned Him. Failing in all this to
stop His Work, they killed His
physical body. But death of the
physical body did not stop the ad-
vancement of the spiritual force
Christ Jesus had thus generated.
No more can it stop the work of
mankind when it is truly dedicated
in spiritual direction. However, we
are all human and we can be
wrong. We can misunderstand our
own motives and reasons for our
actions. Our dedication can be
real; most all of us are sincere and
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certainly mean to do right, but our
intentions are not what we usually
are judged by.

It is not important really what-

the human judgments are about us.
We will be judged by a greater tri-
bunal and according to Divine
Judgment we will be given the nec-
essary lifetimes to rectify mistakes
we have made. All these disturbing
conditions do spring, actually, from
the period when, in our evolution,
we became individuals. The mere
fact of our being different is the
source of most human conflict. Be-
ing differentiated, we had set upon
that portion of the divine plan that
caused us to see all things from dif-
ferent points of view.

We may love our brother, our
children, parents, neighbors, etc.,
but the mere fact that we do have
different ideas or viewpoints is a
source of potential problems. But
what a dull and uninteresting world
it would be if we were all exactly
alike, though it might be a less

complicated and less tragic exis-.

tence.

We need to understand the basis
of the laws that make these things
possible. We are less disturbed by
the personality and individuality
problem if we know these laws.
The Rosicrucian Teachings offer a
great fund of valuable information
in this line, and anyone who studies
carefully The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception, will never need to
worry about the Why of any human
experience. It is most necessary to
be aware of these facts at this time,
as we are in an age of great uphea-
val and unrest. Humanity is prepar-
ing for the final day of this Cycle
of Experience. Our own individual
differences are crucifying us. With-
in ourselves we are not at peace

and inner conflicts are more devastating than anything that can
possibly happen to us coming through another person. “Man

know thyself,” is indeed a truth for “We cannot then be false

to any man.” - A
Being human we are still subject to outside influences and
irritations. If we do not understand ourselves how can we un-

.derstand others, be they ever so close personally? As this Pis-

cean Age closes, which is supposed to bring understanding, we
will, as races, make a new step in progress, and the Law of Ep-
igenesis will bring us a step closer to teal spiritual develop-
ment. The Race consciousness must be transcended because at
that state of development man is concerned primarily with ma-
terialism. It has been said by Wise Ones and explained in The
Cosmo-Conception by Max Heindel that this phase of our ex-
istence will end in the Epoch-when there will be an adequate
number of ordinary humanity who will have evolved suffi-
ciently to be spiritually alert and able to recognize the Christ
qualities in the Highest Initiates who could come to be an in-
spiration and an aid to present humanity. It '‘would be a volun-
tary thing.

None of us are obliged to advance until we are ready, but
such a group would form a nucleus for the last race which is to
appear at the beginning of the Sixth Epoch. After that time rac-
es and nations will cease to exist. Differentiation, as we have
known it, will no longer be needed. Humanity will form one
spiritual Fellowship. We have much to learn of Love and Un-
derstanding before this is possible. Man learns to love because
he has hated and learns to understand because he has misun-
derstood. The United States has been the Melting Pot of the
World. To it people have come from all lands bringing with
them their Race Consciousness and here this has been melted
down. They married and intermarried down through the gener-
ations so that most Americans are already interblended and
now are trying to establish their own identity. They suffer the
inner conflicts- of their old racial patterns as they dimly re-
member their national trends and patriotisms. But underneath
it all they feel that the present and not the past is their field of
conquest. They have found a new something here, a new liber-
ty and freedom. They will not be stood up against a stone wall
and shot for a differing opinion. They may criticize any man or
project and believe or disbelieve anything they wish, have a
religion or not, as they choose. Their children may learn about
the great Bible stories, they may learn all that is good of past
teachings or grow up as infidels.

This liberty also has its dangers. It is one thing not to be
forced to learn a thing, but another not even to have an oppor-
tunity to learn of the things our grandparents leamed. For
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when we know about certain basic things, we
can judge for ourselves; we have something to
gauge our life by. There is a terrific penalty at-
tached to parents who will not give their children
a chance to know these basic things as they may
be growing into little hoodlums without much
respect for law or order and even less respect for
their parents. Children have to have something
to go by. At certain stages of our lives we need
some sort of pattern to follow until we learn to
do our own thinking.

As Nations this is also true. We are overbur-
dened with human laws because we are not, as
yet, capable of living so that we will not destroy
ourselves and each other without them. But this
cannot continue, our super-structure is now so
top-heavy that it may shortly fall from its own
weight. So evolution goes on, forced by man’s
need to simplify his own pattern of existence.
Complexities are man-made and must be re-
moved by man.

The present system of taxes is an example.
The idea has been constructive as it has provided
for schools and education and improved living
conditions for all. But man invents an easy way
to escape taxes by not declaring his proper in-
come. He is penalized, of course, but this does
not disturb him as much as paying the taxes
might. So a new step is taken: Social Security is
born and a new way to improve man’s material,
moral and spiritual welfare. It now becomes a
benefit for him to declare his assets and earn-
ings. He and his family will be more secure and
protected as far as material needs are concerned.
But now he actually has to pay as he goes along
for his future needs.

A normal human debt can be paid for in dol-
lars and cents but a moral debt often only by the
last drop of blood one possesses. Thus we learn.
We cannot escape the Law of Cause and Effect.
We are confronted by the results of our good or
bad actions. All cycles of living obey this great
law of thythm. Humanities are born and die only
to be born again under more fitting conditions.
The law of Differentiation that makes us Individ-
uals takes care of that. Always, hope springs
eternal in the human breast. Life is glorious and

beautiful whether one is awaking to a new day of
birth or drawing the last human breath. Man
must not lose his courage for he finds himself in
the great pattern woven for the destinies of all
humanity. For the thread that is his own is as
necessary to the whole as even that of the great-
est who have walked the earth. His may be the
one thread that kept the fabric from unraveling.
A chain breaks at its weakest link.

This gives us courage for we are all a weakest
link in some regard, we were born to find out
what our weakest link is, so that we may
strengthen it and no future chains may be broken
on account of us. God gives us strength to do
what we must do and wisdom to recognize it.
The time is growing short. No man knows when
we shall be called to the accounting, not only for
what we have done but also what we have failed
to do. Life’s fabric has a pattern that even the
wisest cannot altogether know; but there is a
guidance that comes to every true seeker. He
does not need to read it in a book nor have it ex-
plained by the wisest man. He does not have to
go through needless experience unless he so
elects, but he is in closest touch with the Infinite
for he is a part of it. When he truly realizes his
at-one-ment with the great cosmic powers, the
problem of Individuality and Human-Differentia-
tion will have been solved. For recognizing the
unity of all things is the surest way of arriving at
a solution. All needless things drop away. All
necessary things remain. That is why there is no
permanence in human form and material things.
Only Spirit lives on for only spiritual things are
real.

All the states of evolution through which hu-
manity is obliged to pass are in the Ultimate for
that specific purpose. Man dies that he may truly
live, for thus he shares all that ever was or ever
will be. He becomes part of time and space; for
on the journey to the Halls of the Infinite lessons
are gathered and blended. All will be a compos-
ite whole to make the mighty fabric of the Uni-
verse complete. a

—Dr. LaJune Foster
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Mystic Light

Law and Love

o understand law, to trust in the justice and wisdom of the

law, to be able to perceive the workings of law in our
own lives and those of others is a wonderful perception. At
once, we find the whole burden of existence taken from our
shoulders. We comprehend the true relationship of ourselves
to others and to all things. No longer are we inclined to live
little, frustrated, impatient lives; no longer are we selfishly
concerned for our own future or that of others.

Perception of law bestows peace and understanding. To
some, law brings joy and opportunity; to others, suffering and
sotrow. To some are sent riches and a land of plenty; to others
hunger, deprivation, and disease. Law sends to each, not only
exactly what he deserves, but exactly what he needs for his
development. It is the motion of God in the universe.

If in our own lives we can understand all this, we are re-
lieved from the necessity of negative responses to that which
is just, wise, and inevitable. Anger, hatred, jealousy, pride,
seem unnecessary, even futile. We learn to acquiesce in the
law, to live in harmony with the law. Certain things we learn
not to do, because we know that we shall be better off for do-
ing otherwise. We do not eat meat, nor drink or smoke, for ex-
ample, because we realize that to do so is to break the laws of
harmlessness and well being. However, besides understand-
ing of law there must be some response to law, for we are
beings of response. Growth in peace and harmony with the
universe is not enough for us. There are relationships between
ourselves and others which cry out for expression. Finding
ourselves in an environment in which the lives and problems
of our associates are thrust before us, some reaction on our
part is inevitable. What is this reaction to be?

The Christ gives us a clue to the answer. He intimates that
embodiment of law is not within the province of human ac-
tion, for He said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” No man
can know entirely what the true condition of mind and soul is
in others; therefore actions based on judgments as to the mo-
ral imperfections of those we meet are generally best avoided.
When Christ came upon those who had passed judgment on
the harlot and were about to see that justice be done by

stoning her to death for her sins,
He said, “Let him who is without
sin cast the first stone.” “One only
is the lawgiver and judge, even He
who is able to save and to destroy;
but who art thou that judgest thy
neighbor?” (Jas. 4, 12.) That is to
say, our understanding is finite,
whereas law is an expression of
the infinite. When we seek to ad-
minister justice to others, there-
fore, we put ourselves in the place
of the “One lawgiver and judge,”
we not only act unnecessarily, but
we are certain to err in our judg-
ment. Besides the obvious truth
that He who has counted every
grain of sand and who is all-pow-
erful, as well, hardly needs our
help to establish justice, there is
the realization that each wrong
done and each beneficial deed
omitted carries with it its own pun-
ishment through the misery of soul
and spirit its originator suffers.
Knowing all this, it is only too
easy to fall prey to the delusion
that, if we are too frail, too imper-
fect ourselves to embody law, we
must be merely passive perceivers,
willing or unwilling spectators of
its unfoldment and nothing more.
We know that in our own lives we
are to live in harmony with the
law. But where we observe others
failing to do so, is it not best to al-
low law to run its own course so
that they may learn without in-
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terference the lessons divine wisdom has given
them to learn?

This would probably be true were it not that
law, as embodied by Jehovah, is only one of the
forces in the universe. There is not only law,
there is Love—the Love radiated by Christ, to
whose ray we are now attempting to respond.
Love was personified for our exemplification in
the life and teachings of Christ Jesus. Here we
reach an important distinction, for while law is
a thing to be understood, Love is a force to be
lived. While we are to perceive law, we must
learn to express Love. Love is the redemptive
power within each of us, the God within, that
lifts us beyond and above the law, transforms us
and those with whom we come in contact. “I
came not to judge the world,” said the Christ,
“but to save the world.” (John 12:4.)

What sort of man would it be who could ob-
serve the starving peoples of the world without
desiring to help them? Would he be a Christian?
Certainly not. He would, perhaps, understand
and appreciate the workings of law, but he
would not be expressing the quality of love
which the Bible says is the fulfillment of law.
“Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: love
therefore is the fulfillment of the law.” (Rom.
13:10.)

“But,” it may be replied, “if, taking the
above example, we feed the starving peoples of
the world would we not still be interfering vith
the law? Hasn’t starvation come to them be-
cause it was a condition necessary for them to
experience, one needed for their development?”

Yes and no. They starve, not because bodily
discomfort, death, or malnutrition are essential
to their development in and of themselves, but
because it is hoped that through these experi-
ences spiritual understanding will eventually
unfold. However, there is a quicker and a better
way. Law is fulfilled in Love. The same end can
be accomplished by a more direct, more beauti-
ful means. For, just as it is not the intention of
law that these people go hungry, but that they
become better, wiser, nearer to God, even so it
need not be our primary concern to feed their
bodies but, rather, to feed their Spirits, to show
them that there are those who care for their wel-
fare, who understand their sufferings, and who
wish to help them to overcome their difficulties.
Whether this concern, this love, expresses itself

through material offerings or otherwise is unim-
portant, so long as it be done lovingly, with a
pure love that rises above mere sympathy and
extends even to that which is of God in every
man.

We know from experience that one of the
best ways to convey these feelings to others is
through sharing with them what we have, which
in this case would probably mean helping to
feed and clothe them, even though through des-
tiny, they may have brought themselves into a
state of starvation. In any case, “the gift without
the giver is bare.” We must give of ourselves, of
our love, or the gift will not have the desired ef-
fect. When we do give love, we help to relieve
by so much the misery brought about by human
action in which we have all had a part. The
forces of love are brought just so much closer to
victory over the forces of hatred and despair.
How much better this approach to circumstanc-
es than, cloaked with indifference, to sit back
and watch the actions of universal law without
doing anything in response to them. For wheth-
er we know it or not, each of us is sustained in
part by the forces of love already released for
our benefit by the Higher Ones. Our own attain-
ment would be slight indeed were it not for the
love they expend on us; but our own growth
will be the greater and the more joyful if we re-
turn this love in kind to those who need it most.
Can we, dear brothers and sisters, aim at less if
the great Christ is yearly crucified for us?
Though we grope but blindly in the dim light of
our present understanding, let us rejoice; for
there is a Greater Light, the Light of Love.
Through this Light, working in us, we may ful-
fill the dream of destiny.

If we selfishly regard our own purity and ad-
vancement in obedience to law while disregard-
ing the needs of others and our own need for
self-expression, we violate, in a sense, the law,
for only through Love can law be consummat-
ed. Law, with all the turmoil and sufferings it
entails, exists but to bring us into Love. Law is
the reaping of effects generated by causes; but
Love is the embodiment of cause. God is Love.
Love pierces and transforms effects as God
nourishes and inspires us. Love is epigenesis in
motion. As we respond to Love, we rise above
the law and set into motion new causes more
wonderful and sublime than any that heretofore
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existed within the compass of the
law.

Max Heindel reminds us that in-
dulgence in flesh eating is harmful
to health and spiritual advance-
ment, but at the same time he freely
admits that the true, the highest rea-
son for abstaining from a flesh diet
is an innate desire for harmless-
ness, an understanding that we
must find ways to help rather than
injure our younger brothers of the
animal kingdom. He also tells us
that loving, self-forgetting service
to others is the shortest, safest, and
most joyful road to God. Nothing
could be farther from the concept
that one ought not interfere in be-
half of others with the workings of
destiny than this statement.

Interpreted in terms of our own
lives, all this means that mere un-
derstanding of destiny and of the
mysteries of the universe is not
enough. Beyond this lies our duty
to our fellow man. If we picture
what the reaction of Christ was to
those who came to Him for assist-
ance, this is made clear. He did not
turn away, saying “Disturb not me.
I behold in thee the fulfillment of
the law. Thou sufferest; it is well,
for thou deservest to suffer. Go,
and in silence meditate upon the
justice of God which has fallen up-
on thee.” Rather did He say, “I
will; be thou clean™; “Thy sins be
forgiven thee”; and “Do good to
them that hate you.”

Thus Christ Jesus reveals to us
that we are to become instruments
of Love; that in using Love we do
not interfere with law. We open up
a new pathway, hitherto unper-
ceived, that can transform our lives
and through us the lives of others.

Every day we concern ourselves,
sometimes exclusively, with trifles,
matters that are not related to the
expression of Love, and we excuse
ourselves with the excuse that these

things, too, are necessary, that if we did not concern ourselves
with them as deeply as we do we could accomplish nothing
constructive in our lives. But Christ tells us that this is not the
case. “Consider the lilies of the field; they toil not, neither do
they spin: and yet Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field . . . shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little
faith? . . .; but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His right-
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

There is one thing that all men thirst for: Love. Let us give
it to them. Let us remember that the message of the Western
Wisdom Teaching is essentially one of service and love. If we
dwell primarily on understanding of the law, if our interest is
purely in knowing, rather than in feeling and doing, we miss
the purpose of this teaching: to satisfy the mind so that the
heart may be free to develop and grow. One day, let us remem-
ber, it is the heart which is to be greater than the mind. It is the
heart of the invisible helper which, in the symbol of a pure,
white rose, appears at the center of the Rosicrucian emblem.
Always and forever, it is the life, not the doctrines that are im-
portant.

If we have a mission, it is not primarily to preach the truth
nor to spread the doctrine. These things are the inalienable
possession of every man and are made available to each one at
that moment when he needs it for his development. Rather is
our mission to live the life of Love, so that others may behold
the living examples of the power of these teachings working in
our daily lives. We must be imitators of Christ, not merely stu-
dents of His doctrines; and this is why we are and frequently
have been surpassed in the service we have rendered to hu-
manity by others working without the benefit of esoteric
Christianity. Not that the Rosicrucian Teachings have been im-
pure; not that the light of knowledge has been dim or fading;
but that we have not always lived up to the implications of the
teachings. Their light has fallen on us, but only too seldom
from and through us. Therefore let us be, always, humble in
spirit, remembering the words of the disciple of Christ, “If we
have not Love, we are nothing.”

Somewhere, in the heart of us all lives this spirit of Love,
waiting, waiting, with infinite compassion and understanding
for us to come to Him. While at table we satisfy ourselves, He
is waiting; while we chat and otherwise occupy our minds with
trivial things, He is waiting; while we lust after the flesh and
the things of the fiesh, He is waiting, crucified for us, crucified
by us. How long must He wait? How many times must we be-
tray Him? When will we be willing to abandon the things of
the lower self, to take up our cross and follow Him into the
New Jerusalem, the land of peace? )

—David A. Whitfield
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Mystic Light

H ow many treasures do you have around your house? An-
tiques, art, crystal and fine china might be there. We
might have other treasures, aside from wealth, such as a spe-
cial book, a beautiful painting or a tape of a haunting melody.
Or maybe treasures of the heart are the ones we’ll see, like
photographs, theater programs and the like. Memories! Per-
haps memories are the treasures we have, linking us to our
roots and to our lives thus far, to those special times with lov-
ing parents or siblings, or our best friend, our first date, or
prom or wedding.

Treasures, it appears, are in the eye of the beholder, and
what was once treasured long ago, like frogs, marbles, bubble
gum and baseball, has fallen away like “Puff, the magic drag-
on.” These treasures were evanescent and disappeared in the
light of maturity, as the sun banished the shadows. All too
soon they were gone, never to return, with their special magic,
remaining only as ghostly shadows of the past.

In adult life we may consider our children as treasures,
which of course they are, coming to us as gifts from God. But
these, too, are fleeting, considering that the longest life is truly
short. However, they do provide us with the chance of re-

Our Treasure, Today
and Tomorrow

living our past through their eyes.
In addition, they will move past us
into the future, and that is some
consolation from the material
standpoint. Spiritually, we have af-
forded the opportunity for another
ego to return to the School of Life
and possible to “Win his Wings:”
A treasure indeed!

Many treasures are taken for
granted, and we only become
aware of them when they are
threatened by failure or destruc-
tion. Consider sight, hearing, taste,
touch and smell. Acutely consider
the earth, forcibly brought into our
conscious awareness now that dan-
gerous things have been happening
to her and calamitous conditions
prevail. How could we have been
so blind? With all our “Superior”
intelligence and abilities, we were
blind. Primitive man was truly so
superior to us that we can’t or
won’t believe it. Chief Seattle,
Chief of the Dwamish tribe of the
Pacific Northwest, in 1852, said:
“The President in Washington
sends word that he wishes to buy
our land. But how can you buy or
sell the sky? The land? The idea is
strange to us. If we do not own the
freshness of the air and the sparkle
of the water, how can you buy
them?

“Every part of this earth is sa-
cred to my people. Every shining
pine needle, every sandy shore,
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every mist in the darkwoods, every meadow,
every humming insect; all are holy in the mem-
ory and experiences of my people. We are part
of the earth, and it is a part of us. The perfumed
flowers are our sisters. The bear, the deer, the
great eagle, these are our brothers. The wind . . .
gives our children the spirit of life.

“So if we sell you our land, you must keep it
apart and sacred, as a place where man can go
to taste the wind that is sweetened by the mead-
ow flowers.” And what have we done? Oh,
merciful God, what have we done?

We have been searching for our treasures all
over the globe, frantically exploring every nook
and cranny of all the canyons and mountains, of
all the seas, the islands and the continents. We
have probed deeply into the earth and into the
ocean depths, always striving to wrest from the
earth her treasures, but never thinking to give to
the earth, perhaps unconsciously resentful that
ultimately she takes back the very body she has
allowed us to use.

We have tumned back
and studied ancient history
and archeology, hoping to
rediscover treasures from
the distant past, like a
gold-laden Spanish Galleon. Unable to find
them in this way, or to satisfy an insatiable ap-
petite, we have soared out into space, exploring
the moon and planets, seeking treasure there.
True, we have gained much knowledge, which
is always a treasure, but have somehow failed to
appreciate the spiritual significance of this en-
deavor. Perhaps that is yet to come.

In our haste, many treasures have been over-
looked or not recognized; like a smile, a twinkle
in the eye, a helping hand, a friendly chuckle, a
shoulder to cry on, or an accepting pat on the
back. A dear friend who always sees the good
in everything, is a friend indeed. “Looking on
the things of others” should help us come into
this realization, so we can put it into our chest
of treasures. This is nicely illustrated by a story
about the world’s great pianist, Paderewski:
Many years ago two boys were working their
way through Stanford University. Their funds
got desperately low, and the idea came to them
to engage Paderewski for a piano recital. They
would use the funds to help pay their board and
tuition. The great pianist’s manager asked for a

recognized.

In our haste, many treasures
have been overlooked or not

guarantee of $2,000.00. The guarantee was a lot
of money in those days, but the boys agreed and
proceeded to promote the concert. They worked
hard only to find that they had grossed only
$1,600.00. After the concert, the two boys told
the great artist the bad news. They gave him the
entire $1,600.00 along with a promissory note
for $400.00, explaining that they would earn the
amount at the earliest possible moment and
send the money to him. It looked like the end of
their college careers. “No boys,” replied Pade-
rewski, “That won’t do.” Then tearing the note
in two, he returned the money to them as well.
“Now,” he told them, “Take out of this
$1,600.00 all of your expenses, and keep for
each of you 10%. of the balance for your work.
Let me have the rest.” The years rolled by.
World War I came and went. Paderewski, now
premier of Poland, was striving to feed thou-
sands of starving people in his native land.
There was only one man in the world who could
help him; Herbert Hoo-
ver, who was in charge
of the United States
Food and Relief Bureau.
Hoover responded and
soon thousands of tons
of food were sent to Poland. After the starving
people were fed, Paderewski journeyed to Paris
to thank Hoover for the relief sent to him.
“That’s all right, Mr. Paderewski,” was Hoo-
ver’s reply. “Besides, you don’t remember it,
but you helped me once when I was a student at
college, and I was in trouble.” So you see, the
kindnesses in life are treasures, too; the casting
of the bread upon the waters, benefiting both
the giver and the receiver.

What other treasures do we all want? What
are they? Where can they be found? How do we
go about identifying them? We have turned in
every outward direction possible in our frantic
search for the pot of gold at the end of the rain-
bow. We never took the time to search within.
And now we ask and ask all these questions. Fi-
nally, in a vague sort of way, we begin to un-
derstand that real treasures are related to free-
dom from pain and want, to personal freedom,
to harmony, peace and contentment. We sense
there is something else beyond the material life,
because all our searching in so many places and
times, has failed to satisfy us.
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Finally, we begin to look at ourselves and
our lives. We look within. We find that we have
changed over the years. To our amazement, we
find that solitude is peaceful rather than boring.
We find we no longer need constant outside
stimulation. On the contrary, we find' it to be
more disturbing than comforting. We are no
longer restless and moody. What has changed?
Somehow, someway we have grown internally
or intrapsychically. It may have begun without
our conscious awareness, but there it is deep
down inside. We find that we care about what
happens to others. We want them to share in the
harmony, peace and contentment, and in the
freedom from pain and need. We want them to
have the very things we want for ourselves. We
begin to glimpse our unity.

There is more! We find that we can give
without expectation of getting. We can feel grat-
itude for all our blessings, without complaining
about the things we don’t have. We can be satis-
fied, finally, with little joys. The grandiose fan-
tasies have lost their appeal. Our values have
undergone a drastic reversal. What was once de-
sired has become meaningless. Our anxieties
and uncertainties have fallen away when the old
person replaces the new person, the one inside,
but for shorter and shorter periods of time, until
the old person becomes a ghost and fades away.
In the final analysis, we come to see that some-
where along the course of time we became will-
ing to listen to others, and to ourselves, willing
to take a good, long, honest look at our thinking,
feelings and actions and finally willing to learn
something new. We were courageous enough to
examine our imperfections, and determined
enough to do something about them, and persis-
tent enough to continue until the desired result
was obtained. Sooner or later this process will
take place in one and all, in spite of any and all
adversities and odds. It is inevitable and un-
changeable, as are all Divine Laws. And it is
Divine Law which governs these evolutionary
processes.

When we take an even closer look at this, we
find mysticism. And just what is mysticism? It
is an advanced state of inner enlightenment, a
union with reality, a state of genuinely satisfy-
ing success, an insight into an entirely new
world and way of living, an intuitive grasp of
Truth above and beyond that of intellectual

To our amazement, we find that solitude is
peaceful rather than boring.

reasoning, a personal experience in which we
are happy and healthy human beings— more
complete than we have ever been before. By
contrast, pseudo-mysticism seeks to evade reali-
ty or at least distort it. All the attempts to ex-

-pand consciousness by use of drugs have failed

miserably to produce any lasting benefit. True,
authentic mysticism seeks to live reality, and ul-
timately it bears the fruits of love, understand-
ing and compassion. It is normal, intelligent and
wholesome, producing absolute clearness of
mind. It is a spiritual journey productive of a
rich and purposeful life. It is not a particular re-
ligion: the same Truth lies within them all. Mys-
ticism is not this or that particular bowl, or plate
or cup, but rather it is the water of life that is
poured into all the receptacles.

Now we can more fully appreciate the ideal

RAYS 92

215



of the World of Life Spirit. We know our unity,
one with another, and with all of God’s creation
and with God. We are like snowflakes, each
beautiful yet different from each other. Collec-
tively we form the snow that falls from the Hand
of God. And He is the snowstorm of which we
are a part. Thus it was ordained and thus it will
ever be.

So finally we have neared the Truth of our
treasure. It is nowhere and yet everywhere. Fran-
tic searching reveals nothing, but quiet medita-
tion reveals everything. Our treasure is found in
~ our hearts and in our minds. This is not very sur-
prising when we consider that God promised us
this very thing. In Hebrews 10:15-16, He said,
“T will put my laws into their hearts and in their
minds will I write them.” What a beautiful prom-
ise! And here is wisdom. It is our hearts and our
minds that will be undergoing change. The Bible
tells us that in those days there will be no need
of teachers to help us to know God. We will
know God’s requirements in our hearts. Our
feelings will be in harmony with Cosmic Law. It
will come naturally from the heart to help others,
to uplift those who have stumbled, and to cheer
for those who are forging ahead. Our minds will
be able to see the logic in this so that full cooper-
ation between the head and the heart will be the
result. At this point all disharmony and discord
evaporates, leaving only peace and joy, which is
the fruitage of love.

Out of this experience comes the knowledge
that the mystic marriage has taken place, that we
have united head and heart which has produced
true wisdom, peace, joy, and the certainty that
the Golden Wedding Garment has been forged in
the crucible of life, and awaits us, glorious and
shining, for that momentous day yet to come.

Is this the bottom line, the final truth of our
treasure? It would seem so, unless we will allow
our minds to seemingly digress a little and to re-
member what is written in John 1:4-5, I John
3:1-3, and I John 4:4: “In Him was life, and the
life was the light of men, and the light shineth in
the darkness and the darkness comprehended it
not.” This was the beginning of the manifesta-
tion of God’s love for us. Then we read, “Be-
hold, what manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us that we should be called the
Sons of God . . . Beloved, now are we the Sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall

be: But we know that, when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
And every man that hath this hope in him purifi-
eth himself, even as He is pure.” And also it is
written, “Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcome them (the spirits of the Antichrist), be-
cause greater is He that is in you, than he that is
in the world.” Finally, in I John 5:4 we find,
“for whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world; and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.”

So in the final analysis we find that the cor-
nerstone, the basis of our evolution, the greatest
treasure of all is love, the love of God, which
gave us our existence and later provided us with
a Redeemer, even Christ Jesus, to show us the
way and make possible our return to the Father,
in whose image and likeness we are made. But
we need to consider that the Triune God of Spirit
is likewise reflected in matter; so along with love
comes hope and faith. Hope spurs us on to purity
that we may be found acceptable to God and we
therefore live in righteousness. Faith then
strengthens us, enabling us to continue on the
path of righteousness, the path of the return to
the Father, in the face of all adversity. 0

—Ruth Winocur

Home

My home is in the heavens
that’s where I long to be.
This is the destination
for all humanity.
We come to earth
from time to time
to learn all of life’s lessons.
Experience is the teacher
that will bring us to perfection.
We’il learn to live a life of love
and serve our fellow man.
We’ll do our best to help each other
in whatever ways we can.
For love and humble service
are the necessary keys
that will get us into heaven.
With our Maker we will be—
We’ll return unto the heavens
how happy we shall be
and stay there then, forever,
for all eternity.

—-BKP
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Max Heindel's Message

The Glory of God
Through the Christian Mystic Initiation

esides the Rosicrucian system of Initiation, fitted for

those who must walk the way by the light of reason, there
is also a path for people who walk by faith alone. While there
are great advantages in knowledge and the deliberate, con-
scious process of the Rosicrucian Initiation, the Christian My-
sitic Initiation is touching and beautiful. Only those who are
free from the domination of the intellect and can forbear ask-
ing questions and take everything in simple, childlike faith,
can go on this way. ' _

The Bible is a book containing different systems of Initia-
tion. There is no doubt that Christ Jesus lived and went
through the experiences recounted in the four Gospels, but it
is also true that these Gospels are formulae of Initiation. The
Christian Mystic follows Christ Jesus upon that path, though
he is always unconscious that he is undergoing occult devel-
opment,

The foundation laid in former lives brings him into the
world by parents of pure natures; thus his body is immacu-
lately conceived. :

When man rose from the waters of Atlantis, he lost the
spirit of love and brotherhood; he became egotistical and self-
seeking. The spirit of love and universal brotherhood de-
scends anew upon the Christian Mystic when he goes under
the water of Baptism. Egotism and selfishness drew a veil be-
tween God and man, but when love is restored, it lights the
way to the secret places. -

On the Mount of Transfiguration the Mystic sees the conti-
nuity of life by rebirth in different bodies. Moses, Elijah, and
John the Baptist were expressions of the same immortal spirit.
Forms are used as stepping-stones for the evolving life. The
mineral is disorganized to nourish the plants; therefore, the
plant owes a debt of gratitude to the mineral. Plants are de-

stroyed to feed animal and man, hence we are obligated to

them. As the lower serves the higher, there must be a return.
To restore the balance, the higher beings must serve the lower

as teachers. To inculcate the lesson
that the pupils have a claim to this
service the Mystic washes his pu-
pils’ feet. To him nothing is meni-
al; if a disagreeable task is to be
performed, he does it greedily to
save others. _

But though he serves others
gladly, the Mystic must learn to
bear his burdens alone. When he
goes through Gethsemane, even
those who are closest to him sleep.
When he is ostracised and con-
demned by the world, those closest
to him also deny him. Thus he is
taught to look to no one but to rely
solely on the Spirit.

He then realizes that he is a
Spirit, and the body a cross which
he must patiently bear. The vorti-
ces evolved in his finer vehicles by
his spiritual acts and exercises
slowly but surely sever the vital
body from the dense, and then the
crucified one soars into the higher
spheres with the gladsome cry,
“Consummatum  est”—“It has
been accomplished.” He is then a
citizen of both the visible and the
invisible worlds as much as the as-
pirant who pursues the Rosicrucian
path of attainment, for both
schools meet at “the Cross,” and
both work equally for the greater
glory of God. O
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Studies in the Cosmo-conception

The Evolution of Religion
Part I

Q. Were the successive steps in religious growth
taken easily by primitive man?

A. Not at all, not without rebellion and lapses on
his part. Selfishness is ingrained in the lower na-
ture even unto this day and there must have been
many lapses and much backsliding.

Q. What record do we have of such lapses?

A. We have in the Jewish Bible good examples
of how man forgot and had to be persistently
“prodded” again and again by the Tribal God.
Only the visitations of a long-suffering Race
Spirit were potent at times in bringing him back
to the law—that law very few people have even
yet learned to obey.

Q. What caused religion to evolve?

A. There are always pioneers who require some-
thing higher. When they become sufficiently nu-
merous a new step in evolution is taken so that
several gradations always exist.

Q. What was the next specific step?

A. There came a time, nearly two thousand years
ago, when the most advanced of humanity were
ready to take another step forward and learn the
religion of living a good life for the sake of fu-
ture reward in a state of existence in which they
must have faith.

Q. Was this an easy transition?

A. That was a long, hard step to take. It was
comparatively easy to take a sheep or a bullock
to the temple and offer it for sacrifice. If a man
brought the first fruits of his granary, his vine-
yards. or his flocks and herds, he still had more
and he knew that the Tribal God would refill lus
stores and give abundantly in return.

Q. What dld the new step demand?

A.In tlus new departure it was not a question of
sacrificing his goods. It was demanded that he
sacrifice himself. It was not even a sacrifice to
be made by one supreme effort of martyrdom;
that also would have been comparatively easy.
Instead it was demanded that day by day, from
morning until night, he must act mercifully to-
ward all. He must forego selfishness and love
his neighbor as he had been used to loving him-
self.

Q. What reward was he promised?

A. He was not promised any immediate and visi-
ble reward but must have faith in a future happi-
ness,

Q. Is not this a very high ideal?

A. Very high, made doubly hard to realize by
the fact that self-interest is entirely ignored. Sac-
rifice is demanded with no positive assurance of
any reward. Surely it is much to the credit of hu-
manity that so much altruism is practiced and
that it is constantly increasing.

Q. What help was given man toward this end?

A. With such a great ideal before them as the
Christ and believing they had but a few short
years in which to attain to such a high degree of
development, they were in need of help. There-
fore the GREAT SACRIFICE on Cal-
vary—while it also served other purposes—be-
came rightfully—the beacon of Hope for every
earnest soul who is striving to achieve the im-
possible: to attain in one short life to the perfec-
tion demanded bv the Christian religion. 0

Reference: Cosmo-Conception, 371-373.
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Western Wisdom Bible Study

%

Judge not, that ye be not judged.

For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall
be measured to you again.

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother’s eye, but considereth not the beam
that is in thine Own eye?

Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me
pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold,
a beam is in thine own eye?

Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly
to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.

—Matthew 7:1-5.

ndoubtedly, one of the most difficult lessons

for the spiritual aspirant to master is that of
not judging or criticising others. The tendency to
see the mote in their brother’s eye rather than
the beam in their own seems to be natural to the
great majority of people and most of them are
either entirely unaware of or indifferent to the
very detrimental effect this practice has upon
soul growth. They are also oblivious to the fact
that, because of the ever-functioning Law of
Cause and Effect, they invite judgment from
others of a kind like to that which they render.
Anyone who is a target for the severe criticism
of his associates should realize that the experien-
ce is but the reaping of what has been sown in

“Judge Not—"

the past.

Occult philosophy assures us that since “logic
is the best teacher in the Physical World, as well
as the safest and surest guide in any world,” we
should cultivate the faculty of logical reasoning
by systematically observing everything and eve-
rybody, drawing conclusions from actions,

However, “while practising this method of
observation, it should always be kept in mind
that it must be used only to gather facts and not
for purposes of criticism, at least not wanton
criticism. Constructive criticism, which points
out defects and the means of remedying them, is
the basis of progress; but destructive criticism,
which vandalistically demolishes without aiming
at any higher attainment, is an ulcer on the char-
acter and must be eradicated.

“Discrimination teaches us in an impersonal
way what is good and evil, but gives us no feel-
ing about it, and that is the important point. Ex-
amination of a fact, idea, or object, and a deci-
sion respecting its worth is necessary and not to
be shunned, but harsh thoughts should be avoid-
ed foer they form arrow-like thought forms,
which pass outward from us to pierce and ob-
struct the inflow of good thoughts constantly ra-
diated by the Elder Brothers.”

“While it is not required that we shall say that
black is white and overlook manifestly wrong
conduct, criticism should be made only for the
purpose of helping, not wantonly to besmirch
the reputation of a fellow-being because we
think we have found a little stain.”

The sincere aspirant turns his most unsparing
criticism upon himself. “None is so perfect that
there is no room for improvement. The more
blameless the man, the less prone he is to find
fault and cast the first stone at another. If we
point out faults and suggest ways for improve-
ment, it must be done without personal feeling.
We must always seek the good which is hidden
in everything.” a
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‘Subscriber’s Journal

What Astrology Has Given Me

Editor’s note: Subscriber’s to Rays from the Rose Cross are
invited to submit their thoughts for sharing in the Subscrib-

er’s Journal. Submissions should be 300 words or less and-"-

_may be edzted at the a'zscrenon of the Rays editor.

'For me, astrology has been a rehablc source of practical heib,- .

a means to a more secure life, and a philosophical confirma-
tion of justice and meaning in life. It is with reference to the
latter that I'will outline what astrology has done for me.

To most people, life seems’ whimsical and unpredictable.

The powers that be appear to take little note of the hopes and -

needs of man. W¢ are ostensibly at the mercy of a capricious
fate that is governed neither by ratio nor understanding. The
tenderness and understandmg we come to expect from loved
ones is as a buffer against the 1mplacablc inexorable and
seemingly unjust demands of nature.

Even a cursory knowledge of astrology tends to make one
more accepting and tolerant of differences in people. One per-
ceives a thyme and reason, as well as a correlation to the Infi-
nite. There is an inexorable connectedness to all that exists,
which naturally heightens one’s appreciation for the rights
and opportunities of others. We ourselves are star dust and are
subject to the same laws that influence the tides. (Man is
about 75% water, like the earth’s surface.)

Astrology opens up new vistas of truth, for it is ultimately
a spiritual philosophy couched in finite words for the under-
standing of mortals. Reflecting on its esoteric implications,
one sees order in what appears prima facie as chaos. (Modern
physics sees a plan within apparant disorder, a limit to the
possibilities of change: Chaos.)

There is everywhere a law of correspondences at work
throughout the universe. There is no time or distance in the
cosmic sense. Ev&rything rebounds, for there is a vast cord of
cause and effect. “Whatever is born or done at a glven mo-
ment in time has the qualities of that moment in time,” said
Dr. Karl Jung. Synchronisity defines the interrelatedness of all
matter, and matter is but a crystallization of energy (cf
thought).

‘In the great Mind that con-
ceived and sustains the worlds,

“there is but one reality, although to

us it appears relativistic. In this
light, destiny is but a self-generat-
ed destiny, in the sense that char-
acter begets fate. Every action has
an equal reaction, and the planets,
great centers of consciousness, are
the initial “Dominos” in this great
chain of scenes.we sequentially
call Life. B
In the final analysis, astrology
teaches acceptance of things we
cannot change, while revealing
that the true causes are within. The
proper use of astrology leads to-
wards enlightenment, and personal
responsibility. May each survey
the stars and rise to the occasion.
—Rick William Manoff

Let’s Share
Recipes

Dear Editor:

We enjoy our Rays magazine.
The monthly Ephemeris comes in
handy. The articles give our minds
“food for thought.” May we sug-
gest a section through which mem-
bers can exchange their favorite
recipe, “Food for the Body.”

- Keep up the good work.
—Jim & Dee Noel
)
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE: ‘
CHRIST’S WORDS FROM MATTHEW

All of the words in this crossword puzzle come 1 “r 2 3 4 5
from the words of Christ in the book of
Matthew—King James Version.

Put the missing words in <brackets> into the puzzle.
(Answers on page 252.) 6 1

1. And he shall send his angels with a great
<l across> of a trumpet, and they shall gather §
together his elect from the four winds.

2. But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have s o |©
ye not read that which was <l down> unto you by
God. .. ] 12 13

3. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it
must <2 down> be that offences come.

4. But know this, that if the goodman of the house 1 7
had known in what watch the <3 down> would
come, he would have watched.

5. Which of you by <3 across> thought can add one
cubit unto his stature? 2 . 2

6. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the
gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the <4 down>? n

7. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, <5 down>, false b
witness, blasphemies. . .

8. Again, he sent forth <6 across> servants, saying,
Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have
prepared my dinner. . . U %

9. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
<7 across>,

10. The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the <8 across> hear, the dead are raised up. ..

11. But [ say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall
also the Son of man <9 across> of them.

12. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace <10 down> to you.

13. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; <11 across>, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil,

14. Remoye hence to <12 down> place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

15. And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the <13 across>. . .

16. these <14 across> ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

17. But he that received seed into the good <15 down> is he that heareth the wokd, and understandeth it. . .

18. And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, <16 down> ye not watch with me one hour?
19. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither <16 across> a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

20. For I was an <17 across>, and ye gave me no meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink. . .

21. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and <18 down> them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock. ..

22. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the <19 across> was
shut.

23. But when ye pray, <20 across> not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.
24. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all <21 across> of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
25. Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in <21 down> seat. . .

26. Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and <22 across> down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

27. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good <22 down> in thy field? from whence then hath
it tares?

28. for they <23 across> their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
29. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a <24 across>; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
30. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through <25 across> places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
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Astrology

Astrology and Religion

T here are many people who would like to study astrology
but are sincerely disturbed by the feeling that to do so
would be an irreligious act. Were there but a few isolated in-
stances of this, then we could peacefully skip over the entire
matter and dismiss it at once from our contemplation. But at
any gathering, when you start to discuss astrology you are
bound to find at least one or two people who immediately in-
terrupt you and say, “This is against the tenets of my faith.”
Or, “I don’t think it’s right to study astrology.” Or, “It is con-
trary to religion.” Generally speaking, when you try to explain
to these people the fundamental concepts of astrology, you
find them turning a deaf ear to your statements.

It is possible to show from the very words of the New Tes-
tament that the Wise Men of the East were men well versed in
the mysteries of the sky and that they understood the signifi-
cance of the blazing star that appeared in the Heavens.

However, the next time you meet such a person try an en-
tirely different approach, one based upon moral philosophy
which can be comprehended by the use of reason alone. In-
stead of analyzing the concepts of astrology in terms of a
science, show this person that in terms of the philosophy
which is part of his or her religion, astrology has moral value
and is in no way inconsistent with religion.

Moral philosophy judges the actions of human beings or
the worth of any institution or science by a twofold scale of
values. First, the goal must be one that is good. There is no
exception to this standard. If you look at the goal of astrology
you will find that basically it is a method of trying to under-
stand in a better manner the nature of man and of predicting
future events, insofar as they are predictable, so that people
can avoid making foolish and serious mistakes. This enables a
person to lead a worthy and useful life. There can be no doubt
that this is a most desirable goal.

One of the greatest tragedies of life is that man does not
understand himself. He has conquered the scourge of dreaded
diseases, learned the secrets of how to fly in the air or traverse
the ocean floor, mechanized his civilization, and even sent his
thoughts through the air. But what has he done to improve

himself? As we look at the bitter-
ness and strife let loose in the
world today, we can readily see
that it is not a spontaneous out-
burst but an accumulation of stu-
pidities and hatreds pent up in the
human breast. Were man to ex-
pend but a small part of the energy
he uses in hating and destroying
his fellow men to loving his fellow
men, we would have a much finer
world. Man’s inhumanity to man is
growing and is capable of destroy-
ing the entire human race. We do
not understand ourselves, and peo-
ple are bewildered as they read
barbaric accounts of the manner in
which captives are treated and
slaughtered. To have a better
world we must have better people.
The house is not stronger than its
foundation. This leads us to the
one and only conclusion, that the
goal of astrology is praiseworthy.
Second, from the viewpoint of
moral philosophy, the means to
achieve the goal must not be evil
in themselves. Evil can never be
done to secure good. This is a fun-
damental principle of Life and the
fact that many people fail to see
this important principle is respon-
sible for much of our misery.
Nothing can be worthwhile if we
taint our soul with evil in accom-
plishing our purpose. _
If it can be shown that the
means of obtaining astrological
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knowledge is not evil, then the
entire study of astrology is
morally justifiable. In moral

philosophy an action may be

good, evil, or indifferent. It is
good when it is in conformity
with the standard of morality;
evil when it is at variance with
the standard of morality; and
indifferent when it is of itself
neither in conformity with, nor
at variance with, the standard
of morality.

Now what are the means of
astrology? In essence, these
means are the means of
Science, for astrology is in it-
self a science. In other words,
astrology makes use of accu-
mulated knowledge which has
been classified, tested, retest-
ed, and analyzed in terms of
its results. This is exactly what
any other science, whether it
be biology, chemistry, astron-
omy, physics, or medicine,
does. Now such actions are not
bad in themselves, or in the
words of moral philosophy,
such actions are not intrinsi-
cally evil. One can think of
various intrinsically evil ac-
tions such as throwing a child
into a fire as a sacrifice to the
ancient false gods, sinking an
unarmed passenger ship with-
out warning to the crew, or
spreading malicious tales
about people.

Are the means of astrology
indifferent? Means that are in-
different simply signify that
they have no bearing of them-
selves on the question of mo-
rality. If you decided to build a
chart of your life, either by
drawing your life pattern or
listing your characteristic

sibility to be considered—are

the means of astrology good?
We have just seen that the
means are not intrinsically
evil, and that in the case just
mentioned, they can be moral-
ly indifferent. Then by elimi-
nation it follows that they can
only be judged as being good.
This is reasoning by elimina-
tion of alternate possibilities.
Just one more word about mo-
rally indifferent actions. The
rule is that when the goal is
good, a morally indifferent act
becomes good and when the
goal is bad, the action be-
comes bad. But since we have
seen that the goal of astrology
is good, then every morally in-
different act connected with
astrology becomes a good act.
There is another way to at-
tack this situation. Definitely it

standard of morality. First,
there is no concealment of
how the facts of astrology are
derived. Second, the methods
of astrology violate no statute
law nor any moral law. Third,
it is not a closed system claim-
ing absolute truth nor has it re-
fused to make necessary
changes when such changes
have been shown to be based
upon valid evidence. And last
of all, there has been no state-
ment made that astrology is in
any way opposed to the goal
of any recognized religion.

It has been said that there
are none so blind as those who
refuse to see any side of a case
but their own particular set of
views, and this condemnation
certainly applies to the
thoughtless individuals who
refuse to examine the case for

traits, this type of action is in  can be shown that the means  Astrology. )
itself morally indifferenct. of astrology are good because —Harold Gluck, Ph.D.
This leaves the third pos- they are in conformity with the
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The New Age Bitte W
Tnterpretation Series W

The New Age Bible Interpretations by Corinne Heline have found an ever increasing audience since their
launching in 1939. Mrs. Heline, working with Rosicrucian Initiate and Christian Mystic, Max Heindel, accept-
ed the assignment of bringing these volumes to seekers around the world. They are meant to be textbooks
for the New Age. Now, as humanity is poised on the threshold of a major evolutionary step, these works will
give deeper Insight and meaning to the teachings of the Holy Bible as we enter the Aquarian
consciousness. Volumes 1,11, and Ill cover the Old Testament and Volumes 1V, V, and VI the New. To these
six volumes has been added the Mystery of the Christos, completing the seven volumes of the New Age
Bible Interpretation series.

VOLUME I: THE HEXATEUCH
Genesis—Book of Eternal Beginnings; Deuteronomy—The Higher Law; Joshua—The Son of Initiate
Wisdom; Leviticus—The Book of the Law; Exodus—The Book of Deliverance

Hardback - 512 pages......ccoevvervueeeneennnnions $20.00 Qty Ordered..........cvveeeeeeneennennreneesnnnsens

VOLUME Hi: BOOKS OF INITIATION
Part 1: King Solomon and the Temple builders, Samuel, Kings and Chronicles
Eart 2: Songs of the Old Testament—Ecclesiastes, Ruth, Judges, Job, Masonry and Esoteric
hristianity
Hardback - 470 pages.......cecueeenenenn... veeeee $20.00 Qty Ordered............. ternreeeseesansensrrorronnans

VOLUME III: BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS
Part 1: The Promise in China, India, Egypt, Chaldea, Persia, Greece
Part 2: The Preparation—Books of the Prophets to the Fall of Samaria; Books of the Prophets to the
Fall of Jerusalem; The Exile and its Prophets; the Book of Daniel; The Last Great Apocalypse of the
Old Testament

Hardback - 516 pages....ccoccceuueeemeeennneeenns $20.00 Qty Ordered.....cc.cuevenereeeereeeenrerenrsvesenens

VOLUME IV: JESUS AND MARY
Preparation for the coming of the Light of the World; Prelude to the Gospel; Life and Mysteries of the
Blessed Virgin; Birth and Early Life of the Master Jesus; Preparatory Years and the beginning of the
Christ Ministry

Hardback - 136 pages.......cc.ceeveveervenieennenns $14.00 Qty Ordered.........ueeeereeennieenienrnccsnensenns

VOLUME V: THE HEALING MIRACLES
Healing Miracles of Christ Jesus; Parables of Christ’s Ministry; The Transfiguration to the Passion; Cul-
mination of the Ministry; The Passiontide; Mystic Interval between Resurrection and Ascension; Chris-
tian Initiatory Teachings

Hardback - 230 pages.......ccoeveerveiienrennsones $18.00 Qty Ordered.....c.ccorvuicnnimenennenrenceennnenns

VOLUME VI: WORKS OF ST. PAUL
Portraits of the Disciples; Book of Acts; Fruitage of the Ministry; The Epistles of the Disciples; Saul of
Tarsus; Journeys of Paul; Letters to the Teachers; The Discipies of Paul’'s Ministry; The pistles from
Rome; Women Initiates of the Christian Mysteries; The Alchemical Twelve; Book of Revelation
Hardback - 261 pages..........eceevvvevveernnnrens $18.00 Qty Ordered.....ceeveerrerreenssennscorsossrnssenns

VOLUME VII: MYSTERY OF THE CHRISTOS o
This inspiring masterpiece of literary art explains the real meaning of all that is called Christian, pre-
senting greater vistas in awareness of the New Age Heritage for the Occidental mystic. it will bring to
the reader a joyful appreciation of Christmas and the other Christian holy days. The Mystery of the
Christos clarifies the significance of the Lord Christ's four-fold mission: historical, planetary, cosmic,
and mystical.

Hardback - 322 pages.......coveueeeeeeeneciinnnnns $18.00 Qty Ordered.......ccoceerennreerrnnveenransennenes .

Postage $1.95 first book; 75¢ each additional —California Residents add 81/4% Sales Tax
THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP, P. O. Box 713, Oceanside, CA 92049




Ottier Baake By Corcnne Feline

| OCCULT ANATOMY AND THE BIBLE by Corinne Heline

. Man is more than just a physical being and the interrelationships of all of the

vehicles become increasingly important to the understanding of how to
release his hidden potentialities as well as how to work with the energies of
healing. Includes - Healing and Disease in the Light of Rebirth and the Stars;
The Immaculate Conception; The Role of the Ductless Glands in Spiritual
Attainment; Prenatal Adventures of Human Spirit; The Etheric Body and lIts
Role in the Sensitization of Composite Man; The Blood-An Arcane Mystery;
New Birth Through Regeneration.

Paperback - 365 pages........... $14.95

THE SACRED SCIENCE OF NUMBERS by Corinne Heline SACRE D '

SUENCE

Corinne Heline believes that all phases of occult instruction are to be found in
the Christian Bible, and its numerical teaching opens new and far-reaching
vistas for the student. This series of twelve lessons presents a reverent
approach to the study of numbers in relation to the Bible.

Paperback - 110 pages.................... $4.00 Qty Ordered..............

THE BIBLE AND THE TAROT by Corinne Heline

Both the sacred scriptures and the tarot cards are rooted in the profundities of
nature, in the unfathomable mysteries of life, and in divine revelations of
eternal verities. Interpretations and reinterpretations therefore never cease,
since with every expansion of human consciousness the deeper layers of
truths rise up to reveal themselves to the sincere seeker. There are countless
works on the Bible; there are many on the Tarot; yet here is a book of marked
distinction. Includes: The Kabbalah; Tarot Origins; The Hebrew Alphabet; The
Seven Holy Names of God and the Tetragrammaton.

eE T Paperback - 237 pages.............. $9.95 Qty Ordered
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Astrology

Astrology and the Training of Children

(Part I)

(44 The child is father to the man” is a truism which we may

all prove from our own observation. If we wish the
man to be worthy of admiration and respect, we must train the
child wisely and well. Solomon said, “Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from
it.” But let us mark well that Solomon said,“when he is old
he will not depart from it.” He did not say when he is still
young or when he is a man. Between childhood and old age
he may follow many devious and forbidden paths, but when
he is old he will revert to the teachings learned at his mother’s
knee and profit by them.

This may be a source of comfort to parents who see their
children walking in the unsatisfactory ways of selfishness and
worldliness. Rest assured that the early training can never be
lost. '

Is the training of an affectionate parent always all that Sol-
omon meant, however? How many times we see children in-
dulged in their little faults, and smiled at because they sound
funny or clever, when they should actually be checked. When
these children grow up rebellious, indolent, selfish, and indif-
ferent to their parents, hearts are broken and the children are
blamed, when really the parents are at fault for not teaching
self-control, self-reliance, and unselfishness. '

There are many aids to the wise training of the child, but
none more helpful than astrology. Even in the absence of abil-
ity to erect a child’s horoscope, much help is available if
study is made of the different signs and planets and the char-
acteristics given by each. If we know the rising sign and the
signs in which the Sun and Moon are placed, we can fairly ac-
curately judge the character of the hild. Then we can help it
more effectively to overcome its weaknesses and strengthen
its good qualities, and thus train it to be a good and successful
individual.

It is said that everyone can be placed into one of two class-
es, the helpers and the leaners. We should all desire our chil-
dren to be in the class of helpers. These are the strong, self-re-
liant, compassionate, alert, and useful members of society. Let
us see how astrology can help us train our children to become

members of this class.

Aries—This sign governs the
head and brain. Children with a
strong Aries should not be pun-
ished for their faults, but should be
taken aside, talked to, and shown
the unreasonableness of their ac-
tions. These little ones are very
likely to respond to appeals to their
reason.

The Aries child is a natural
leader and pioneer, and should be
carefully watched lest he tyrannize
his playmates. If Aries children are
taught the great responsibility of
their power and how to use it
aright, they can be of great help to
their parents in the training of
brothers and sisters.

Aries children are apt to be too
active; brain and body seldom rest.
Therefore these children require
considerable sleep. Praise should
be given them discreetly, and they
should never be compared with
other children to their own advan-
tage, for they are natural egotists.
They are loyal to their little friends
and are not likely to say anything
against them even though they see
their faults, but are not so loyal to
people they do not like.

Those who are responsible for
the training of Aries children
should be most consistent in their
own behavior, for Aries children
are very quick to see the inconsis-
tencies of their elders. Should
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Aries children are apt to be too ac-
tive; brain and body seldom rest,

these children show signs of
headache or languor, all stud-
ies should be suspended for a
time.

Taurus—When Taurus
children are aroused they
seem, for the time being to
have no reason. It they should
fly into a temper, as they seem
often inclined to do, leave
them quite alone even if they
scream and stamp their, feet.
Leave them with a kind, lov-
ing, word, however, and as
soon as their passion is spent
and often before their tears are
dry they willl come and ask
forgiveness in their own de-
lightful way.

Taurean children must be
ruled and guided by their af-
fections. They must be drawn,
never driven, or they will be-
come stubborn and dangerous
like the bull, by which this
sign is typified, and thus their
temper completely spoiled.
They should, if possible, live
in the country and have an

abundance of outdoor exer-
cise. They should be taught
very early the disastrous con-
sequences of giving way to
passion.

Gemini—The children of
Gemini are intellectual but
changeable. They are fond of a
friend or a toy one day, but do
not care for either the next.
Generally, however, Gemini
children show a friendly spirit
to everyone. They do not have
the strong antipathies which
natives of some other signs
show, and do not require such
vigilant watching as do the
Aries and Taurus children.

Gemini children should be
taught especially steadfastness
and persistence, and all vaci-
lating tendencies should be
checked. They should be
watched in their treatment of
their play-fellows, for if a per-

The children of Gemini are Intel-
lectual but changeable.

son is well dressed and has a
charming manner, a Gemini
child will see only what is ad-
mirable in him. Calmness is
most essential to these chil-

dren, for they are likely to be
high strung and nervous. Any
tendency to lung trouble or
nervous disease should be
dealt with instantly. Also, they
should be trained to keep their
hands and arms still.

Cancer—The children of
Cancer are particularly sensi-
tive, and should not be nursed
by old or weak people; neither
should they be caressed or em-
braced too much, or their vital-
ity will be lowered. The fact
that Cancer is ruled by the
Moon makes these children
very receptive. Therefore their
friends and the people with
whom they are surrounded
should be very carefully cho-
sen; otherwise disastrous con-
sequences may ensue, affect-
ing the whole life.

These children should be
dressed very plainly, for they
are over-fond of dress and
jewelry. Their diet should be
very carefully administered, as
their digestive organs are easi-
ly affected and they are prone
to gastric troubles. Cancer
children should be made to sit
quietly for at least a few minu-
tes each day to help them re-
gain their equipoise, which is
easily lost.

Leo—The children of Leo
are the sunny, happy little
ones, full of vitality and will
power. They are whole-heart-
ed and enthusiastic, and pos-
sess good memories. Children
born under this sign are the
most magnanimous of all.

They are very fixed in their
opinions, however, and obsti-
nacy must be watched for and
combated. They are fiery and
passionate, and care should be
taken not to rouse their tem-
per. They should be trained
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with love and kindness, and they will sacrifice everything
for those who thus treat them.

Leo children should be guarded against over-excitement
and over-exertion. Care should be taken to protect the head
and neck in very hot weather, otherwise they may have sun-
stroke. Leo children are very fond of entertaining their little
friends, and like everything put on the table which they can
persuade mother to bring out of her stores. Hospitality is an
excellent quality, but the Leo child is apt to overdo it. He
should be guided in this particular, that his hospitality does
not degenerate into extravagance.

Virgo—Virgo children are the shyest of all children, and
their great timidity often makes them appear awkward. They
prefer to be unnoticed. They should be taught fearlessness
and encouraged in every possible way. Virgo children are
often considered dull and of no account at school because
their timidity keeps them from showing their skills to ad-
vantage. But if they are taught by an understanding person,
they can advance rapidly. In fact, the Virgo child generally
needs only guidance in his studies, for he imbibies knowl-
edge most readily and without great effort.

The sad and sordid things of life should be kept from
Virgo children as much as possible, for if they hear a grue-
some story they are likely to dwell upon it and frighten
themselves by wondering if the same thing will befall them.
As in the case of any shy children, their reactions in public
places might cause digestive or other physical or emotional
troubles.

Virgo children possess the finest critical faculty of all the
signs. If they are trained aright, this quality becomes most
useful and productive of good, but if they are untrianed, it
can become devastating in its results.

Virgo rules the intestines. Intestinal sluggishness should
be particularly guarded against, not only for its own sake
but also because this condition, by reflex action, sometimes
affects the chest, causing bronchitis. Virgo children also of-
ten have sensitive stomachs, and appear capricious regard-
ing food. This, however, is the result of instinctive knowl-
edge of what suits him and what does not. Do not force Vir-
go children to eat food they habitually refuse, for if they are
made to eat what they really dislike, illness may well be the
result.

Libra—The children of Libra are graceful and cour-
teous; there is no need to teach them deportment or polite-
ness, for they understand and practice both. They usually
possess beautiful, expressive eyes. Libra is ruled by Venus,
and is typified by the scales, the balance. The Libra child
must be taught to keep its balance and not to be swayed by
every wind that blows.

Libra is the sign of partnership; therefore the little friends
of the Libran child should be closely scrutinized, for he al-

ways greatly feels the need of a
friend or partner—one who will
share his joys and sorrows—and if he
does not find a suitable friend, the
chances are he will choose an unsuit-
able one. The Libra child is pleasure-
loving, but he should be taught sim-
plicity in this direction. He cannot
endure quarrels or disagreements and
will go out of his way to avoid them.
If he is obliged to listen to harsh

The little friends of the Libran child should
be closely scrutinized.

words, he will look ill and uncom-
fortable and become very quiet. Disa-
greements will soon make a Libra
child ill. These children long for har-
monious conditions.

Scorpio—The children of Scor-
pio are the opposite in character of
Libra children. They will sometimes
provode dissension by making an an-
noying remark, and not feel the
worse after the small storm is over.
This characteristic, however, must if
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possible be eradicated or at least modified in childhood or it
may spoil their whole life.

Scorpio children are clever, possessing the faculty of
knowing intuitively the inner meaning of a remark, and they
often answer accordingly, sometimes to their elders’ discomfi-
ture. Their questions should be answered with tact, patience,
and absolute truthfulness. They are likely to ask the most awk-
ward and difficult questions, but do not put them aside or they
will go and ask others and possibly get wrong information.

They can probe to the bottom of a matter, and often disclose

that which one usually keeps to oneself. At the same time,
however, a Scorpio child can keep a secret and no one will
know that he possesses it. This is truly an uncommon and
wonderful faculty to possess. '

Teach Scorpio children at an early age the great sacredness
of the creative act. Tell them that the keynote of their sign or

nature is regeneration, and teach them the meaning of that-

word. If well trained, these children in later years make excel-
lent dentists and surgeons, and, when spiritually awakened,
successful clergymen. ' ' -

Sagittarius—The children of Sagittarious are ruled by Ju-
piter. They are kind, genial, jovial, and general favorites
among their companions. If anyone is hurt or in trouble, the
Sagittarian child will be the one most likely to help, partly be-
cause he is kind-hearted and likes to help, and partly because
he cannot bear to see long faces or hear tales of woe; there-
fore, he helps his companions to get out of trouble in the
quickest way. Never stop these children in their truly Christ-
like ministrations, but encourage and comend them.

They are good story-tellers, and keep their small audiences
interested when relating an anecdote. They should be watched
in-this particular, however, for they are fond of approbation
and may overstep the truth in the desire to gain applause. Sag-
ittarius children do not mean to be untruthful, though they of-
ten seem to be because they speak before they think. They
should be taught not to answer a question until they have fully
considered their reply. In speech they are rather blunt and
abrupt. They are very fond of sport of all kinds, and generally
successful both in sport and speech. Their bluntness and seem-
ing untruthfulness must be checked, as these faults may spoil
an otherwise excellent character.

Capricorn—Since they are very reserved, the children of
Capricorn are the most difficult to understand, yet they crave
-most to be understood. They are very reliable and practical.
They are quiet and taciturn, but when they do speak it is to the
point, and what they say receives attention. They crave to be
left alone to do their own work in their own way and resent in-
terference of any kind.

A quiet word of reproof should be given when necessary,

N
% Wi

Capricorn children crave to be left alone
to do their own work in their own way.

less revengeful. They possess the
unusual qualifications of self-anal-
ysis and self-censure, and if left
quietly alone will take themselves
to task for their faults.

The sign of Capricorn is typi-
fied by the goat. In its natural habi-
tat the goat ascends to great
heights, balances itself upon nar-
row ledges of rock, and stands
there alone, serene and content,
surveying the distant landscape.
Similarly, the Capricorn child likes
to go away alone, apart from his
companions, and not be questioned
when he returns to them. He will
regain his equipoise if allowed to
do so. The Capricorn child is ambi-
tious and likes to associate with his
elders, and with those in authority.
When he grows older, his greatest
success often comes a long dis-

but no punishment. Punishment brings to the surface the re- tance from his birthplace. O
vengeful thoughts of Capricorn children, for they are more or —LJR.
RAYS 92 229




Astrology W

World’s Most Popular Voice

November 14, 1992

Johndro Chart

I t belongs to the B.B.C. (British Broadcasting Corporation), =~ Mercury, Jupiter and Part of For-
which has been on the air for seven decades, much of that  tune, along with non-member the
time globally. Recently, television was added.! Its chart ex- Sun, dominating and hence per-

plains why this septuagenarian is still going strong. meating the chart. They are all in

Scorpio of intensity, enabling the

THE ABUNDANCE B.B.C. to be intensely thorough in
Our first clue is the watery grand trine which gives the  allits activities.

ability to probe the depths. Naturally, the stronger that trine, On closer look, we discover two

the greater its potential. We find three of its components,  rings, mutual receptions involving
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more than just two planets.
One consists of the Moon,
Mercury, and Pluto; the other,
Venus, Jupiter, Mars, and Sat-
um. That “adds” the Moon,
Venus, Mars, Saturn, and Plu-
to to the Scorpio stellium,
swelling it to eight plus the
Part of Fortune. In addition,
Uranus’ Parallel Point? is in
Scorpio. There is also a mid-
point configuration;> the North
Node is exactly between Jupi-

ter and Neptune. This “adds”

Neptune and the North Node
to Scorpio’s power, further
augmented by being the sign
signature.

Mercury of material to
communicate is conjunct Jupi-
ter, which enlarges all it touch-
es. The close trine from Pluto
its dispositor supplies intensi-
ty. The Sabian symbols add
their testimony.

Mars: “Ecstasy.” The dic-
tionary defines that word as
“overpowering emotion” and
“intense feeling.”

Jupiter: “A massive, rocky
shore.”  “Massive” means
“large.”

Saturn: “A boat landing
washed away.”® What causes
this to happen? High tide,
abundance of water, a flood!
And the colossal “flood” of
material the B.B.C. sends forth
helps assure its audience of
competence. In a certain col-
lege two professors taught the
same course. One, ill prepared,
sought strenuously to stretch
each lecture to make it last the
full 50 minutes. The other had
so much to give, it was obvi-
ous despite his rapid delivery

he wouldn’t get it all in. Nei-
ther could he get into his class-
room all the students who ap-
plied, he-was so popular. The
other man faced a great many
empty chairs.

On Waterloo’s eve, Napole-
on was asked which side
would win. “The one with the
most reserves,” he responded,
virtually sealing his doom. Is
there any human activity in
which abundance of reserves
does not help swell certainty
of success, whereas by con-
trast, lack lessens “luck?”

THE APPEAL

By themselves, mere funds
of facts do not suffice. A les-
son might be gleaned from the
reason why news journals are
so popular. People hear the
news immediately on radio or
television and read it next day
in the paper. Still, after a week
or more, they buy news jour-
nals by the millions. Why? Be-
ing produced under less pres-
sure, journals can present the
facts in a more appealing way.

In the B.B.C.’s chart, the
Part of Fortune is in a degree
helping one to “think in terms
of the way the other person
will think.”” That’s bound to
add appeal. Additionally, Ve-

‘nus in the 10th house, retro-

grade, strongly craves accep-
tance, which will motivate
striving to make one’s material
appealing. The Sun, the intrin-
sic nature of a chart’s subject,
is also recipient of a challeng-
ing aspect from Neptune of
glamor, a type of beauty,? in
the 7th house of the public,
whose natural ruler is Venus

of beauty. Neptune’s Sabian
Symbol is “congeniality,” de-
fined as “pleasing,”® which
certainly is also appealing.
The same is conveyed by the
degree of the Part of Spirit, the
chart’s subject’s ethos, “taste-
fulness.”!® One cannot help
ponder, if those who present
mundane material go to such
great length to make it appeal-
ing, how much more should
those on the Path by word and
action “adorn the doctrine of
God . . . in all things?”!!

THE APPROACH

The chart has a Finger of
God (destiny) configuration.
At its apex is Pluto, dispositor
of the Scorpio cluster. Its most
elevated member is Venus.
Both have been spoken of al-
ready. Its third member, Mars,
in the first house of attitudes,
approaches, intercepted in de-
tached Aquarius. It is recipient
of a helpful trine from disci-
plined, restrained Saturn, fur-
ther lessening Martian asser-
tiveness. There is a semi-sex-
tile from detached Uranus,
whose degree is described as
“An aviator in the clouds.”!?
What a picture of detachment
from things earthly!

The Master said to those
who would present His mes-
sage, “Ye are the light of the
world.”!3 Light dawns quietly
and gradually and is also de-
tached in the sense of not be-
ing aggressive. It is easy to
withstand by closing one’s
eyes or pulling the shades or
curtain of the window for it
exerts no high pressure.

The Master also said, “Ye
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are the salt of the earth.”!# Salt is put on food to
make it appealing. Light (restraint and detach-
ment) and salt (an appealing approach) are the
Master’s methods. True, one can lead a horse to
the water but one cannot make it drink—but one
can always salt its oats! m

1.

Time, October 28, 1991, p. 92. ““The BBC
knew. everything,” Mikhail Gorbachev de-
clared after his three-day ordeal of captivi-
ty,” considered by many proof of being “the
world’s best and best-known news organiza-
tion.” Newsweek, October 28, 1991, p. 40.

“His distance from his nearest angles taken

across to the other side.” Here and There in -

Astrology, Ivy M. Goldstein-Jacobson, p.
48. . _

“A planet mid-way between two others links
all three planets together even if no recog-
nized aspect already exists between the
three.” Astrology, Ronald C. Davison, p.
111.

. The Sabian Symbols, Marc Edmund Jones,

p. 281. The Random House Dictionary of
the English Language, College Edition,
1968, p. 419. , '

. Marc Edmund Jones, op. cit, p. 185. The

Random House Dictionary of the English
Language, College Edition, 1968, p. 822.

. Marc Edmund Jones, op. cit., p. 165. -
. Practical Astrology: How to Make It Work

For You, Jerryl L. Keane, p. 150.

. A to Z Horoscope Maker and Delineator,

Llewellyn George, p. 562.

.. Marc Edmund Jones, op. cit., p. 288. The

Random House Dictionary of the English
Language, College Edition, 1968, p. 283.

10. Marc Edmund Jones, op. cit., p. 313.
11. Titus 2:10. .

12. Marc Edmund Jones, op. cit., p. 309.
13. Matthew 5:14.

14. Matthew 5:13.
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News Perspectives

“Cosmic Shock”

ustralia is the source of this expression, coined by geoscientist Keith Cole of Melbourne’s La

Trobe University,! in describing “the oft-stated fact that ‘earth has now been changed by humans
to an extent which is competing with Nature’ . . . With rising concern over global warming, ozone
holes, ocean pollution and the like, the environmental changes themselves are forcing the issue on
public attention.”

Nowhere is the problem more critical than in the U.S. It has been estimated that if the entire world
were to adopt America’s life style, the planet would cease being livable within a generation. In 1962,
when Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring manifesto of the environmental movement, was published, the
question began to be asked, “Have you seen any wildlife lately?”—to call attention to how man’s
madness was decimating the animal population. The implied answer, of course, was, “No.” It might
also have been, “Yes, plenty; it’s the American people, the way they’re treating the environment!” In
the words of that much-quoted line from a sometimes thought-provoking comic strip, “We’ve met
the enemy, and he’s us!”

The Bible is replete with admonitions against environmental excess: “Defile not . . . the land.”?
Warnings like this are not given to rob life of its joy, but to make it more abundant.3 Also spelled out
are the results of disregarding this counsel, that God would “destroy them which destroy the earth.”*
Esotericists know of a deeper meaning here, but Biblical truth functions on several levels, at times
including the exoteric, as here, but it may need clarification: it does not mean that a wrathful Deity
would devise some punishment for those guilty in this matter; their undoing would be the direct re-
sult of their own actions.

The same issue of The Christian Science Monitor also carried an article illustrative of this:
“Shoreline Crowding Breeds Polluted Coastal Estuaries,” featuring a picture of how “trash litters
beach on Deer Island north of Boston,” telling of a “$6.1 billion Boston Harbor cleanup finally under
way,” and assuring the reader that other “estuaries in EPA’s five-year project,” from Washington’s
Puget Sound to Massachusetts” Narragansett Bay, might also cost billions to restore. According to a
Western Senator, “maintaining a livable environment will be a major political theme of the 1990°s.”
Little wonder. Around one heavily polluted lake it was being said that if a swimmer were to go un-
der, he wouldn’t drown but disintegrate!

For a long time those who have bemoaned America’s plunge from its post-World-War-II pinnacle
have pointed to similarities between current trends and those of ancient Rome on the eve of its de-
mise: moral decay and corruption, breakup of the home, hedonism, overextension, etc. Recently an-
other comparison has been suggested: a cause of Rome’s collapse might have been lead poisoning,
which finds its counterpart in America’s environmental excesses,

This society might have heeded the call of that great humanitarian, Albert Schweitzer, earlier this
century, to embrace the concept of “Reverence for Life.” In its true sense, it should not be restricted
to mere abstention from killing animals for fun or food, basis of true vegetarianism, it also includes
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an attitude toward the environment—keeping it
livable for all.

Another warning came when astronauts went
into space. Up there, they informed us, the
wasteful ways of the “Throwaway Society” are
suicidal; survival depends on the rules of the
“Capsule Society,” where nothing is carelessly
cast aside. In the long run, it is also the only
way for earthlings. Yet even that is not quite
enough: The aim should not merely be to pre-
serve the status quo, but to improve on it; the
Biblical benediction is reserved only for those
“who passing through the [barren] valley of Ba-
ca make it a well.”6

People often quote Ecclesiastes 11:1 after a-

good deed is repaid: “Cast thy bread upon the
waters for thou shalt find it after many days.”
Fact is, everything cast “upon the waters,” out
into life, eventually returns—in kind, and with
interest: “Bread” is said to come back “but-
tered”; - discarded detritus with a “cosmic
shock!”

Yet a third environmental report in the same
issue of this sensation-avoiding newspaper ana-
lyzed how the “Chesapeake Bay Cleanup
Moves Forward, But Slowly.”” Despite those
last two words, it sounds an optimistic note:
“We have never seen anywhere in the country
this level of interstate cooperation,” according
to the executive director of the commission in
charge. This might be most significant. It was in
the 1780°s that Virginia and Maryland, the par-
ticipants in the current bay project, began to
cooperate concerning some economic problems.
Their example inspired the other states to try
the same, producing the Philadelphia Conven-
tion of 1787, the Constitution, and the Federal
Union. History has a way of repeating itself,
though often on different levels and in slightly
different ways. Might it not be that the area
where economic interstate interaction which
produced the nation in the first place might ini-
tiate the kind of environmental collaboration
which alone will assure survival?

The Senator already quoted also called for a
“challenge to transform . . . human thinking.”
Indeed, the old, detached ways won’t work any

more—Ilike when a certain conference on air
pollution was held amid billows of smoke—to-
bacco smoke! Words and deeds must harmon-
ize; the need is for “one of the most profound
cultural transitions humanity has ever made.”®
Obviously, this would have to entail closer
cooperation, “Reverence for Life,” adherence to
Cosmic Law—all New Age precepts!® a

—A Probationer

1. The Christian Science Monitor, August 16,
1988, p. 17.

. Numbers 35:34.
. John 10:10.
. Revelation 11:18.

. The Christian Science Monitor, August 16,
1988, p. 3.

. Psalm 84:5, 6.
. The Christian Science Monitor, loc. cit.

8. The Christian Science Monitor, August 16,
1988, p. 17.

9. Astrology students know that during the up-
coming heavy Aquarian transits (Uranus
starting in 1995, Neptune in 1998), numer-
ous New Age ideals will be more fully real-
ized, along the order of what happened when
Uranus’ Aquarian transit (1828-36) was fol-
lowed last time by that of Neptune (1834-
48). This time, the New Age influences will
be more powerful, for the two planets will be
together in Aquarius for a longer time. The
really best news is this: the worse present-
day excesses, the more far-reaching the up-
coming New Age innovations will of neces-
sity have to be, on the principle that “where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”
Romans 5:20.

Ui & W

~ &

Stars, Sin,
and Sympathy

Star #1: He was perhaps America’s most ver-
satile entertainer. After a career of six decades,
he contracted lung cancer; his public responded
with an awesome outpouring of affection.
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Star #2: It happened in his mid-50’s, after he had starred
in several television series and also written and produced
some, that the “big C” hit. He vowed to fight it, failed, but
in the process, became a sort of national hero.

Star #3: In this decade, a 30ish athletic wonder was
forced to give up his brilliant career after being found a car-
rier of the HIV virus. He accepted his fate with seemingly
cheerful optimism; was lionized by multitudes; at a televi-
sion appearance got a 4-minute ovation.

Other similar cases could be cited, but three should suf-
fice to show something is amiss. Almost nothing is being
said concerning the fact that all were responsible for their
lamentable lot, by smoking, drug use, and promiscuity.
Anyone getting all his news just from headlines, radio, or
television might easily conclude these were victims of blind
fate, which most definitely was not so.l

The abovesaid is not intended to condemn the showing of
sympathy even to those responsible for their own undoing.
But that is not enough. We have the example of the woman
taken in adultery and brought to Our Lord. He wrote in the
sand; as a result her accusers slunk away. Then He asked,
“Where are those thine accusers? Hath no man condemned
thee? She said, No man. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do
I condemn thee: go, sin no more. »2

What contrast! When the “stars” of our day are downed
by their deeds, they are praised for their fortitude in facing
“fate” and almost nothing is said concerning the cause of
their catastrophe. When the Christ was confronted with one
who had brought about her own crisis, He offered no praise
(though neither criticism) but did not evade reality. There
was a reason for the problem; hence, “go and sin no more.”

It has been said, “Love is blind.” Not true love, for it is of
God. It does not overlook the unpleasant, it just looks at it
differently. “It looks for a way of being constructive.”®> And
sympathy, springing from love, must act accordingly. And
that can never be by a retreat from reality.

Why are the media and society glossing over what went
wrong in the stricken stars’ lives? People frantically crave to
hang on to illusions so that they might be able to persist in
the dangerous life styles of their idols with impunity, with-
out being reminded of sin’s consequences.* People are also
reluctant to turn against those they have idolized for years.
Emotional reversals can be traumatic.

But the “stars” referred to above and their whole genre
are more than performers. They are role models for the
young and countless others besides. For their sakes, widest
possible publicity should be given the fact that certain “le-

gal” life styles are lethal. A golden
opportunity to save multitudes from
wrecking their lives is being missed.

For centuries, leading Christian
thinkers have maintained that pru-
dence is the chief virtue. All others,
unless expressed prudently, can be-
come vices. Imprudent thrift be-
comes stinginess; imprudent efficien-
cy, ruthlessness; and sympathy minus
prudence produces - indulgence.’ In
the most spiritually profound of the
four Gospels we read, “Grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.”® Grace
alone was not enough, there had to be
also truth. Society, as noted, is being
extremely sympathetic, or gracious,
to its lapsed luminaries, and that is
well. But along with “grace” must
come “truth” and the facing of reali-
ty.

Much harm has been done by the
wrong kind of sympathy. It helped
cause World War II! The Treaty of
Versailles, imposed on Germany af-
ter World War I in 1919, was viewed
in retrospect as too harsh. So when
Hitler came along in 1933, the West
let him get away with things it would
not have allowed had not a sort of
guilty conscience made it “sympa-
thetic” even to his outlandish aspira-
tions. Thus by tolerating his early
lawlessness, the West enabled him to
become so strong that when it real-
ized he had to be stopped, the only
way was by starting history’s bloodi-
est conflict ever.

The American prison system is
less effective because of too much
pseudo-sympathy for its inmates. The
Constitution indeed forbids “cruel
and unusual punishment” in the
Eighth Amendment, so there has
been a swing to the opposite extreme.
Lawbreakers are housed better than
the men and women who risk their
lives for their country! According to
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federal law, the former may not be kept in tents,
but participants in the 1991 Gulf War were!
Some jails are so nice that released inmates have
been known to commit crimes to get back in!’
After all, without having to work, they get good
room and board, TV, and other recreation. The
word “penitentiary” comes from the same root as
“penance.” Of course no one is calling for a re-
turn to the Dark Ages, but when jails actually
encourage recidivism because of pseudo-sympa-
thy, they are not fulfilling their purpose.

The home is also a place where imprudent
sympathy can do much harm. A woman was
asked what she thought of a parade she had
watched. “Oh, it was nice,” she replied, “except
everybody was out of step but my boy!” The
overly protective/sympathetic parent, in shield-
ing his child from reality, is doing him no favor.
Much is heard these days concerning parental
child abuse and it is deplorable. But the apparent
opposite, overindulgence, can be equally harm-
ful in a different way, making it another form of
abuse.

Nature offers a lesson in the way the mother
eagle rears her young. She is quite maternal at
the start, but when she thinks her little ones are
ready for it, she pushes them out of the
nest—though she is prepared, in case of trouble,
to come to the rescue. There is no babying here.
It is more like boot camp! That’s how the eagle
becomes king of the birds! That is also the pat-
tern of divine discipline. “I bare you on eagles’
wings.”® Here there is no invidious indulgence
or shallow sympathy but more like “grace and
truth!”

When a President takes the oath of office,
Micah 6:8 is a favorite text to open the Bible to:
“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy (balance reality and
sympathy), and to walk humbly with thy God?”
Time has not lessened its urgency. a

— A Probationer

1. According to a poll read over the EIB Net-
work by Congressman Robert K. Dornan of
California, the belief in “blind fate” having
caused these men’s pain is indeed deeply

ingrained in the popular mind. Monitored on
WENC (Fayetteville, N.C.), November 28,
1991.

2. John 8:3-11.

. I Corinthians 13:5, J.B. Phillips Version.

4. There are in the U.S. 46 million victims of
sexually transmitted diseases. WFNC (Fay-
etteville, N.C.), November 8, 1991.

5. Your Greatest Strength, Grant Lewi, p. 127
ff.

6. John 1:17.

7. A major U.S. metropolis’ jail conducts fash-
ion shows for its female inmates. WFENC
(Fayetteville, N.C.), November 14, 1991.

8. Exodus 19:4.

Our Generation:
Why So Unique?

Generations, even as people, are all different.
Some generations, like certain people, may even
be unique. Not many are; this one surely is, at
least in one major respect. It is the first one to
have broken a continuous trend going all the way
back to colonial America, that each generation
has bequeathed to the next the means to reach a
standard of living better than its own. That’s
what made America the world’s wealthiest na-
tion. But during this generation, within just a few
years of the 1980’s, not only has America tripled
its national debt, it has also toppled from the
world’s No. 1 creditor nation, a position held
since 1919, to the world’s chief debtor.! The
next generation inevitably will have to deal with
this problem, necessitating major belt-tightening
and a lower standard of living.

Americans love superlatives. Here’s one that
may not be well received, though true. Never in
peacetime has a nation’s economic strength
changed so much so fast for the worse! And to
think, there once was a time, right after World
War II, when America, with less than 5% of the
earth’s people, was producing over 50% of all
goods and services. Of course, no one really ex-
pected the United States to remain so far ahead
for too long, but neither was it expected that it
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would so rapidly find itself so extremely far be-
hind.? That saying about the rich getting ever
richer certainly has not been true in the case of
America. .

Why is America not getting richer? It is pri-
marily because America was “rich” materially. It
has been gradually becoming impoverished spir-
itually, as the undeniable moral decay of drugs,
abortion, pornography, high crime, etc., sadly
testifies. And spiritual poverty is hazardous to
material wealth,

Many glibly mouth the famous words, “The
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want,” without
realizing their deep truth: when the Lord is our
shepherd indeed, our wants are fewer. Our
needs may still be the same—food, clothing,
shelter—but not our wants. There is a vast diffe-
rence between the two. The life resting in God’s
love has found that Ineffable, Satisfying Some-
thing, intangible but so real, that all men crave,
whether they know it or not. In the words of an
old hymn:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,

Look full in His wonderful face,

And the things of earth shall grow
strangely dim,

In the light of His glory and grace.

“Thou hast made us for Thyself, O God, and
our hearts are restless till they rest in Thee,” as
St. Augustine put it:

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of
life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger,
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”*
He who has much to live for, does not need
much to live on. Once the deep spiritual needs
are met, the material wants are greatly lessened.
A great many of society’s wants are merely sad
substitutes for man’s supreme need—God.

A genuine Christian not only has fewer wants,
he is also a more productive worker. “Don’t buy
a car made on Monday,“ is a popular saying, for
some of the weekend doings of drinkers and pill
poppers might make them unfit for labor on that
day. But bona fide Christians not only shun hab-
its that impair their productivity, they don’t just
work for money, they work to glorify God, and

that means excellence.” What holds true for the
individual is also operative for society. If its
wants are less, and its productivity greater, it
will automatically create more wealth. It’s that
simple.

If ever the adherents of a philosophy had
strong reason to believe it would usher in materi-
al abundance, it was those of Communism, the
most materialistic interpretation of economics of
our time. It claimed to be the last word, as prom-
ised in its (recently repudiated) text, Das Kapi-
tal. Spiritual values are ridiculed, but that’s why
it failed. It taught people to look to government
as the source of their supply;S it was to virtually
replace God. There was no incentive for indus-
triousness; neither productivity nor excellence
were rewarded. Why exert oneself?

“We pretend to work, they pretend to pay us,”
one laborer under this system explained to a for-
eign visitor inquiring into the system’s plight.
But “no work” equals “no wealth” equals failure.
“Work pretend,” like “play pretend,” belongs in
the playpen or kindergarten.

It might be asked, isn’t Japan a materialistic
society with only 1% of the population profess-
ing Christianity—yet it does so splendidly? On
closer look, non-materialistic forces are at work
there. Many of its people are still greatly trou-
bled by the outcome of World War II. Their
“workaholism” is to a large extent emotional
compensation for that unforgettable shock. And
Shinto, the leading religion, not only provides
metaphysical motivation for strictest self-disci-
pline, but also urges heroic effort for the greater
good of the state. The Japanese are also well
aware that as an island nation with few natural
resources, their very survival depends on indus-
try and thrift. In view of all this, their success
cannot truthfully be ascribed to rank material-
ism. It has also been noted that the younger gen-
eration, less concerned with the surrender in
1945 and the old religion, is considerably less
motivated.

“The real greatness of a nation, its true civili-
zation, is measured by the extent of . . . obedi-
ence to the unenforceable.”” And the unen-
forceable, undeniably, has to do with things in-
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tangible, not only the discipline one brings to
one’s work, but also that which regulates one’s
wants.

In recent years, hostile company buy-outs
have been much in the news. They are a prime
example of how lack of “obedience to the unen-
forceable,” or spiritual, can drag down a society.
Let’s take an oft-repeated scenario for example.
Here is a man who has more than enough to live
on sumptuously even should he shatter longevity
records. He has no need to buy out that certain
company he has his eyes on. He is driven only
by greed. So he sets out. The lawyers get a hefty
bundle, he borrows an even bigger one to be able
to “swing the deal,” and he is put deeply in debt.
He now has less cash or none at all for research
and development. His products may become in-
ferior and not sell well. Worse, because he has
gone so deeply into debt to “expand,” he must
make inordinately huge profits to pay creditors
and to “break even.” But it’s too much. He de-
clares bankruptcy. Employees are out of jobs,
stockholders and suppliers take a loss, society
takes a loss, and it’s all because of one man’s
greed.

Suppose someone sets out to play golf with
just one ball. He will be ill at ease, knowing that
if he loses it, he doesn’t have another. If he had
several in reserve, he’d feel more relaxed and
would do better. Similarly, the person who has
but one “ball” for the game of life—the things of
this world, the material— and lacks the others of
spiritual resources, has a definite handicap. Tru-
ly, “Those who do the most earthly good are
those who are heavenly minded.”®

A little boy came crying to his mother. When
asked what was the matter, he sobbed, “You
know that valuable vase that’s been handed
down from generation to generation? This gener-
ation just dropped it.” Our generation has
“dropped” something more valuable—life’s spir-
itual dimension. That’s precisely what has made
this generation so unique—the dilution of the di-
vine. The Christian work-and-live ethic has been
deposed and derided. It alone can deliver the dy-
namic for the dawn of a new and better day. O

—A Probationer

1. Zbigniew Brzezinski, former national security
adviser to President Carter, on “The Barry
Farber Talk Show,“ February 5, 1990.

2. Some even find alarming parallel between this
generation and the last ones of ancient Rome,
as depicted in that monumental masterpiece of
Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire: 1. high divorce rate, 2. high
taxes, 3. mad craze for pleasure, 4. huge arms
build-up, 5. decline of religion.

Finely-honed homilies on the Sermon on
the Mount and other innocuous themes may
be popular, but with sermons on the
amount—material stewardship—it’s a diffe-
rent matter!

Seniors at a prestigious American universi-
ty hold dollar bills over their heads on gradua-
tion to show their chief interest, according to
“Paul Harvey News,“ February 13, 1990.

. Psalm 23:1.

. John 6:35.

. I Corinthians 10:31.

. In the early days of Stalin, here’s what hap-
pened in Russia’s lower school grades: the
children were told to pray to God for their
lunch. Nothing happened. Then they were
urged to pray to Stalin. At once, as a result of
pre-arranged signals, the doors swung open
and food arrived. What is it they say about
early impressions?

7. The Christian Science Monitor, January 29,

1990, p. 13.

8. Our Daily Bread, February 13, 1990. Greed
hurts not only perpetrator and victim, but oth-
ers also. American high-interest loans have
over the years been pouring into Third World
nations. Now, to repay, they are being forced
to cut down the ecologically valuable rain fo-
rests, inflicting inestimable damage on the
global environment. National Public Radio’s
“Morning Edition,“ February 13, 1990.
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Book Reviews

Inhumane
Society:
The American Way
of Exploiting Animals

Dr. Michael W. Fox. Introduction by Cleveland
Amory, St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1990.
268 pages.

¢¢ T 'm a reactionary because there’s so much

to react against,“ a world leader once con-
fessed. The same might also have been said by
the author, who almost all his life has been re-
pelled by human outrages against animals. It
started in his native England. Both his Ph.D. and
D.Sc. in Medicine were eamned at London Uni-
versity.

When about five, playing around a pond, he
noticed a sack floating in the water, and on ex-
amination discovered to his horror that it con-
tained some kittens who had been thrown in to
die. Shortly thereafter, at the same pond, he
found the pitiful remains of some frogs who had
been deliberately mutilated.

Terrible impressions at a tender age tend to
be lasting. They influenced Fox to become a vet-
erinarian and also provided the zeal to author
over 30 books in behalf of better treatment for

animals. Inhumane Society is a sordid summary
of the numerous ways in which the human king-
dom has sinned against realms below it, but es-
pecially that of animals. He asserts human re-
sponsibility toward animals as well as the envi-
ronment as a whole to constitute a sort of 11th
and 12th commandment.

His survey starts on the factory farms, most
of which are a far cry from the traditional farms
where owners and helpers both tended to the
needs of their wards. Even some of these were
less than satisfactory, but benevolent in compar-
ison with factory farms.

Promoted as hygienic and efficient, they
could more correctly be called concentration
camps. The language of both is such as to con-
ceal cruelty. Laying hens, for instance, are not
even regarded as birds—living, God-created be-
ings—but as “production units.” They, along
with cows, sows, calves, etc., are kept in tiny
pens barely affording them room to turn around
or step away from their excreta until automatic
clean-up devices go into action.
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They have also had electrode
implants in their skulls to stimu-
late appetite as well as steroids,
hormones, drugs, even carcino-
genic arsenic. Some are castrated
andf/or branded with a hot iron
without anesthesia. Piglets have
their tails cut off and poultry are
debeaked and declawed to prevent
tail-biting and other strife. Sows
about to deliver are generally
forced to undergo a Caesarian and
the newborn are then raised by a
robot “autosow,” so the mother
sow can be artificially inseminated
sooner, because she need not
nurse her young.

Perhaps even worse is the lot of
milk-fed veal calves. They’re
forced to be immobile in their
pens to keep their meat tender. To
bring a higher price it must be
white and so, to keep the calf ane-
mic, it gets no iron in its diet.
Roughage is also withheld be-
cause it would darken the meat.
Hence no straw is provided in the
pens either, for they crave rough-
age and would devour it. The re-
sult is that they are sick cripples
barely able to walk when taken to
the slaughter.

Their mothers, the cows, fare
no better. To fatten fast, they re-
ceive a diet high in concentrates
and without roughage which, the
very opposite of nature intended,
is utterly debilitating. Green pas-
tures have been replaced by
crowded, dirty feedlots. To “pre-
vent injury,” horns are severed
without anesthesia.

Factory farming is cruel not on-
ly to livestock but also to consu-
mers who may contract infections
from this meat including allergies,
arteriosclerosis, osteoporosis, and
cancer. According to a USDA

economist, “Food borne illness . . . cost the United States
public $4.8 billion in 1897.” p. 46.

Cruel also to wildlife, huge factory farms displace it, up-
setting nature’s cycle. Even farmers who care feel compelled
to adopt similar methods in order to compete.

Factory farming is cruel to the environment, causing ero-
sion of the soil, squandering of deep water (aquifer) reserves,
and destroying tropical rain forests in order to have more land
to breed cattle.

The cruelty to animals practiced on factory farms is, if
anything, surpassed by that in laboratories where vivisection
is practiced. Over a billion animals a year are involved world-
wide, an estimated 25-35 million in the United States, of
which Dr. Fox writes from personal observation. Most of
these are rodents who receive no protection under the Animal
Welfare Act whatsoever. Other animals are legally entitled to
some protection but don’t receive it. In the author’s view, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture does an inadequate job of in-
specting animal research and an even worse one of enforcing
the law.

In fact, relates Fox, the government-owned animal re-
search facilities at the National Institute of Health fail to meet
all legal requirements. They are not subject to USDA inspec-
tion and compliance. p. 58.

Fox disputes the oft-heard claims that animals feel no pain.
He takes fish to prove his point. Because of their cold-blood-
edness and lack of facial expression, they are believed to be
impervious to pain. But they have benzodiazepine receptors
in their brains, just as humans and other animals, which can
be blocked by anxiety-relieving drugs like valium. They
would not be present if not needed. Some fish when fright-
ened have actually been known to change color. He quotes
the observations of Dutch scientist John Verheijen that fish
greatly frightened avoid food for a long time. He submits
findings of Swedish researchers that even the tiny worms
used as bait possess a nervous system able to secrete pain-
killing opiates as needed.

He not only calls vivisection terrorism, but also disputes
its validity. There is no real proof that humans always react in
the same manner to given situations as do certain lab animals.
Even if they did, there would still exist a major objection to
vivisection’s validity: the subjects of vivisection are detained
in wholly unnatural surroundings. If one really wanted to
know animals’ reactions to certain experiences, one would
have to experiment on them while out in nature. For holistic
medicine recognizes “the totality of body-mind-environment
interconnectedness. ” p. 19, italics author’s.
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There is an even bigger “interconnected-
ness.” If the environment—food, air, water,
etc.—were cleaned up, along with dietary food-
processing, agricultural practices, etc., there
would not be the great “need” for all the animal
research to cure human ills. Despite the “vast
amounts Congress provides for laboratory ani-
mal research,” cancer and other degenerative
diseases are now “reaching epidemic propor-

tions . ... Each year an estimated 400,000 peo-

ple are now diagnosed as having cancer, which
is a symptom of disease and not a specific dis-
ease itself.” p. 78. As for infectious diseases
such as tuberculosis, bronchitis, pneumonia,
smallpox, etc., Fox refers the reader to another
researcher presenting “convincing evidence”
that their reduction was not brought about by
animal research.! :

Animals cooped up in zoos are not much
better off than those in factory farms or labora-
tories. The history of zoos is less than inspiring.
The Romans brought back wild animals from
military campaigns as “trophies” to feed their
egos and displayed them until slaughtered in
public arenas as entertainment. Telemachus, a
Christian, is said to have thrown himself into an
arena in protest and this is believed to have
ended the pernicious practice.

In the Middle Ages the public exhibition of
animals was revived; a sort of imperialism or
colonialism. The need to exercise power was
fundamental, and that is not based on love, as
proven by the suffering inflicted on those zoo
animals “trained“ to perform. Even if an animal
trainer professes to love his wards (have any
ever been known to confess hatred for them?),
the way in which they must of necessity treat
them can hardly be said to be love. Society may
seck to soothe its collective conscience by
claiming endangered species are afforded “pro-
tective custody* in zoos, but the animals know
nothing about this. All they experience is depri-
vation, confinement, and cruelty.

Even worse may be in store for animals as
man sceks to assume a god-like role toward
them through genetic engincering. Its chief mo-
tivation is hope of gain, to make certain species
more efficient and productive. Fox finds that

this has generated no less than 200 new animal
diseases such as hip dysplasia. There is no way
of knowing what the results would be after sev-
eral generations of outright tampering with na-
ture’s laws. In light of some developments, the
prospects are not good and there are no guaran-
tees they won’t worsen.

Because a return to harmony with all eco-
logical laws would at the outset impose a cost
on United States industry, environmentalists
have been accused of being unpatriotic, even
Communists. Fox refutes this by quoting from

a Communist newspaper that Communism

seeks “man’s ultimate control over nature.” But
“animal liberation seeks to free one part of na-
ture from our control” and hence is said to
“flow against the tide of history, and we (the
Communists) oppose it.” p. 239, No, “animal
liberation” not only is not “un-American,” it
would help bring to fruition President Bush’s
vision and promise of a “kinder, gentler na-
tion.” p.242.

Max Heindel has written that only after men
stop “hunting, killing, and often tormenting”
animals will there be “peace on earth and good
will among men.”? It may be difficult for some
to fathom what possible connection there might
be between humane treatment of animals and
world peace. Inhumane Society carefully ex-
plains: as long as man refuses to embrace rev-
erence for life in its totality —cooperating with
nature’s laws as they pertain to all the environ-
ment including animals—the conditions that
make for war such as famine, drought, pesti-
lence, etc., will remain with us. The more man
hurts animals and the rest of his environment,
the more he hurts himself. Environmentally, as
in all things, love is the fulfilling of the law. (J

— A Probationer

1. The Cruel Deception, Dr. Robert Sharpe.
Wellingborough, England: Thorsons Publi-
cations Ltd., 1988.

2. The Rosicrucian Christianity Lectures, Max
Heindel, p. 338.
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The Spiritual Life
of Children

Robert Coles. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1990,
358 pages.

M ax Heindel cites an important occult axiom in the first
sentence of the introduction to the Cosmo-Concep-
tion: “Whosoever shall not receive the Kingdom of God as
a little child shall not enter therein.” (Mark 10:15). We
must approach the Rosicrucian teachings, he asserts, like a
little child, “ignorant, unfettered by preconceived ideas and
therefore eminently teachable.” Robert Coles’ book The
Spiritual Life of Children is a wonderful insight into this
concept, with its first-hand exploration of the spiritual expe-
riences of children.

Coles—a professor of psychiatry and medical humanities
at Harvard University—has won numerous awards, includ-
ing the Pulitzer Prize, for his books about children. The
Spiritual Life of Children is the culmination of more than
30 years of research in which he compiled over 500 tape-re-
corded interviews with individual and groups of children
world-wide. These children, ranging in age from eight to
twelve years, came from a variety of religious backgrounds,
including those with agnostic and atheistic upbringings. The
book also contains sixteen drawings and paintings sketched
by some of these children, who portray in their artwork their
intensely personal image of God and religious belief.

From the outset of his research, Coles quickly abandoned
Sigmund Freud’s ana!ysis that the establishment of religious
and spiritual ideals in childhood is merely Oedipal Father-
Sky figure replacement. Rather, he took to heart a simple
and beautiful approach suggested by his wife: “Tell them
[the children] what you want to learn, and then hope that
they will become colleagues, instructors, guides.” (p. 35).
Positioning himself as a student, while maintaining a lucid
role as facilitator in the psycho-analytical process, proved to
be a beneficial counter-transference tool in his research.

Children offer us a glimpse back to each of our own be-
ginnings, when we were young souls, fresh from the Desire
World, ready to be tempted and tried by life, “travelers on a
road with some spiritual purpose in mind.” (p. 322). The
words we speak are the first impressions that the individual-
ization of the vital body is having on us, as we begin to

break away from the influences of
the first seven years of our macrocos-
mic vital body life.

It is interesting to note the many
Western Wisdom Mystery teachings
that are extemporaneously expressed
when children are prodded into dis-
cussions with spiritual topics. One
boy unknowingly notes the impor-
tance of repetition on the vital body
when he suggests to his classmates
that they “make a habit” out of
prayer. (p. 315). Altruistic tendencies
are evidenced early in the life of a
nine year-old girl, who proclaims that
“If we are to be Christians, we should
try to find lepers and go be with them
and help them.” (p. 174). Indeed,
there seems to be an abundance of
pure esoteric knowledge inherent in
the musings of these young pilgrims.

Childhood is truly one of the most
miraculous times of life, a time when
children actually “see” the higher
worlds. They have real associations
in prayer and dreams with the spiritu-
al world, and God plays an active
role in their young lives. An eight
year-old girl says of God: “He’s so
close I can hear Him.” (p. 36). One
boy’s mother notes, “My son talks
about Jesus sometimes as if He’s
working day and night to rescue peo-
ple.” (p. 213).

Coles postulates that Christ has a
distinctive kind of divinity that regis-
ters deeply in children, especially be-
cause He is so often presented in
church as a child. Moreover, “He was
a child who later had an important
mission, and for many children, in-
tent even at eight or ten on finding
out what the future holds, Christ’s
life stands as a concrete example.”
(p. 209). For many Christian chil-
dren, Jesus is not as much an omnip-
otent divine figure as he is a chil-
dren’s Saviour, “the One who sur-
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vived childhood and later suffering, and is still
very much present.” (p. 209).

Coles further suggests that the profound exis-
tential questions we ask ourselves during our
brief time on earth are the same questions chil-
dren ask themselves more intensely, unremit-
tingly, and subtly than we sometimes imagine.
Children are just as sensitive to the enigmas of
life as adults are, and seem to be more deeply
engrossed in the spiritual presence which sur-
rounds us and permeates our being. They have
what Coles terms the virtues of a “quietly visual
spirituality” (p. 165), which helps them to sense
the Lord’s presence in life’s small moments.

The words of an underprivileged eleven year-
old girl are a beautiful example: “Rain has been
pouring on my whole life—that’s how I feel—a
real heavy rain, and I'm wet and shaking, but
then the clouds go away, and it’s warm and I can
hear those words the priest says, and the ones
my aunt says, and I’ve learned them: ‘I am the
light of the world; if you follow Me, you won’t
walk in darkness, but you’ll have the light of
life.” T hear that, when I hear Him, when I pray
to Him as hard as I can, and I need to hear Him,
and I do.” (p. 87).

When adolescence begins, the mind is brood-
ed over and nurtured by the macrocosmic mind,
unfolding its latent possibilities and making it
capable of original thought. We begin to transfer
our rebellious natures over onto our childhood
ideas and religious upbringings, not only throw-
ing out the baby with the bath water but, as
Coles notes, often not realizing the baby was
even there. Adulthood is then spent trying to re-
collect those ideas in an effort to understand the
origins of our religious composition, in search of
our “inner child.”

There is much to be gleaned from children as
they go through one of life’s most important de-
velop-mental periods, and Coles discovered
many profound pearls of enlightenment in the
course of his work. “I often found myself re-
membering their sometimes urgent determina-
tion to define God, to locate Him in time and
place, to know Him as precisely as possible, to
explain (to themselves and others) who and what

He is; and I found myself wondering whether the
children themselves aren’t the very treasure they
so obviously seek: God as children pondering,
musing, ruminating, brooding on Him, young
minds bending and applying themselves in His
image.” (p. 1 47).

Coles’ effort gives us a valuable insight into
the spiritual fabric of youth, and provides an im-
portant counter-point to Max Heindels message.
For not only should we be “eminently teacha-
ble,” but we should also be teachers by the ex-
ample of our lives. To become childlike is to be-
come a living example of the wonders of the
world—a growing soul in the unfoldment of
God’s creation. It is then that we can live the life
and words of Christ more fully and with a deeper
understanding. O

—Greg Moleski

and in the building,

‘No on¢ ‘builded alone—

‘Whether a cross he was gilding,
hether he carried a stone.

- _=Douglas Malloch
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Nutrition and Health

You Can Quit Smoking—The New Age Way

66 uitting smoking is easy; I’ve done it hun-

ereds of times,” Mark Twain said, obvi-
ously implying the very opposite. Unfortunately,
he didn’t divulge why he failed. Yet what is
known about him not only may supply the rea-
son why, it most certainly touches on the pri-
mary key to quitting.

As a humorist, he wasn’t much given to tak-
ing things seriously. As a cynic,! he was disin-
clined to making strong commitments. And
there is absolutely nothing more essential for a
successful quitting program than a very serious
commitment to drop the habit. The Master said
before healing people, “Wilt thou be made
whole?”2 That was asking for a commitment.

One simple way of reinforcing one’s will, or
commitment is by reading up on how bad nico-
tine actually is. A high school student addicted
to eating white sugar right out of the bowl was
cured of the habit at once after watching in
chemistry lab the horrible process whereby it is
produced. Learning the terrible truth about nico-
tine will strengthen any rational person’s resolve
to quit puffing.

Here are just a few facts about nicotine.
“There is enough nicotine in an ordinary cigar to
kill two men.”® “The heavy smoker pays with
34.6 minutes of life for each cigarette he
smokes.”* During 1988, more than 434,000 peo-
ple died because of smoking.’> “Benzpyrene,”
which can be isolated from tobacco, “has lethal
power to start cancers.”® Numerous models who
used to star in cigarette ads have come down
with lung cancer and begun active campaigns
against smoking.’

A good start is half the battle. That means

first of all to ask oneself, why am I smoking?
Unbelievable as it may sound, to some people,
smoking is actually the only reason for getting
up in the morning!® Those persons have a prob-
lem far bigger than just smoking; they desper-
ately .need spiritual and other help. Until they
have a real reason for arising each day, it is
highly improbable they would ever be able to
triumph over tobacco.

A good start in the war against the weed also
has to do with timing. “To every thing there is a
season.” One should not start while under ten-
sion or facing other major challenges. If one can
arrange to work a plan to stop smoking during a
vacation, a giant step toward success has been
taken. Of course, the time to begin this battle
should also be favorable astrologically. The per-
son who can do his chart or get astrological
guidance is fortunate. For the benefit of others,
the following will help. It would be wise to start
a day or so after a Full Moon; one is giving
something up, so the lunar orb should be wan-
ing.10 It should not be “void of course,” making
no more aspects before leaving its sign, and
Mercury should not be retrograde.

There is perhaps not a more negative way to
start than by announcing ahead of time to kin,
friends, acquaintances, etc., that one is going to
stop smoking. Some may consider this a way of
burning bridges, forcing oneself to avoid the
embarrassment of failure. The Bible advises,
“Boast not thyself of tomorrow.”!! As with all
Biblical counsel, there is wisdom here. The per-
son proclaiming to all that he is going off the
weed may be getting so much “vicarious satis-
faction” from this public patting oneself on the
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back that he feels less impelled to action. Words are crea-
tive power. Too much idle talking can be psychically ener-
vating.!? Dogs that bark don’t bite. Great talking and great
doing rarely go hand in hand! ’

“A man without an aim never makes a hit.” “Plan your
work and work your plan.” In light of these truisms, it
would be wise to plan exactly how rapidly one will go off
smoking. It is better to be slow but sure than fast and fail.!3
If one manages to exceed expectation, there can be great
emotional uplift while the opposite is true in the face of
failure.

Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.”
Some years ago Ed Koch, Mayor of New York City, when
mingling with his citizens, would always greet them with
“How’m I doing?” instead of “How’re you doing?” It is in-
deed good to know how one is doing. If this brings encour-
agement, “nothing succeeds like success.” If the diagnosis
is negative, it is better to know sooner in order to improve
things. Rewarding oneself for success is recommended,
though, of course, victory is its own best reward, even as
failure is its own worst punishment.

Countless people who desire to quit smoking uninten-
tionally frustrate their own efforts daily because they don’t
know the nutritional reason for their addiction. The nutri-
tional reason is uric acid. It is found in large amounts in
meat, fish, fowl, and to a far lesser extent in legumes. It is
of “viscous, sticky, gluey nature” which makes the blood
thick and viscous, thereby retarding its circulation, espe-
cially through the tiny capillaries. This makes one feel un-
comfortable.

There are popular ways of counteracting this heavy feel-
ing including taking alkaloids such as coffee, tea, and to-
bacco. This is not recommended, for these alkaloids, in
combining with colloids such as uric acid, cause their “pre-
cipitation into the tissues” and crystallization into urates.
These alkaloids make one feel better but at a terrible price
because the human body is not well equipped to eliminate
those urates. The alkaloids are “deposited in the joints and
tissues in the form of urates, there to cause rheumatism, ar-
thritis, gall stones, and kidney stones, hardening of the ar-
teries, and tissues, and many other uric acid diseases.”!*

Since few people know about uric acid and its catas-
trophic capacity for mischief, it is well to mention that a fa-
mous entertainer, in describing her training program, has
gone out of her way to label some foods as “too full of uric
acid for me,”1?

“I enjoy smoking after a meal,” a lot of people say.!6

The usual sequence is meat, coffee,
and cigarettes. At times people may
not wish to drink too much liquid
after a meal, so they light up one
cigarette or cigar after another. Of
course, they smoke at other times
too. But the point is not to make
quitting tobacco extra hard by con-
tinuing to take into the system those
foods high in wuric acid which
strongly call for the followup of a
lethal lift of nicotine.

If one eats fresh fruits and vege-
tables and looks to plant sources for
protein, he will not only greatly im-
prove total nutrition, but also facili-
tate the struggle against a lethal hab-
it. It has been facetiously suggested
that one eat an orange for each cig-
arette smoked to restore the Vitamin
C lost. But that orange wouldn’t
compensate for other damage
caused by nicotine. Indeed, the more
smoking lowers nutritional reserves,
the stronger the craving to smoke
again becomes. Low blood sugar
(generally caused by wrong diet) al-
so encourages the desire to light up.
Nicotine provides a temporary lift,
but “in half an hour or so causes it
(the blood sugar) to drop far below
normal.”!” Because junk food helps
bring on low blood sugar, it has no
place in the diet of one resolved to
quit smoking. Raw honey and dried
fruit, in rational amounts, is better
for appeasing that sweet tooth.

Exercise is highly recommended,
especially vigorous walks in the
fresh air. This will achieve three
things:

1. It will help reduce the nervous-
ness that at times attends the pro-
cess of withdrawal from nicotine.

2. It will replenish the lungs with
good clean air, especially if one
exhales vigorously. Inhaling will

RAYS 92

245



take care of itself automatically but one
should consciously and rhythmically exhale
while walking.

3. It will counteract the tendency to plit on
weight which often accompanies the cessation
of smoking.

Of course, the proclivity to pile on the pounds |

can also be lessened by the vegetarian diet and
by refusing junk food as advocated above. One
needs an abundance of high fiber fruits and veg-
etables, especially grapefruit, pears, and canta-
loupes. These will help maintain regularity and
also lessen the desire for cigarettes. _

Money spent on these foods is a far better in-
vestment than money spent on some of the aids
for quitting smoking which are currently availa-
ble. However, some of these aids must be exam-
ined and judged on their merits. Because there
are so many, only a few general principles can
be set forth.

One can purchase filters that automatically
and gradually reduce the amount of nicotine in-
haled. However, one should be able to taper off
without such artificial outside help. Spiritually, it
is best to be as self-reliant as possible.

Some quitting aids contain drugs other than
nicotine, and though perhaps less harmful and
even successful in the weaning process, may still
be habit forming,

Also available are taped subliminal messages
which are supposed to kill the desire to smoke.
Not all products deliver what the advertisements
promise. But more important, one must conquer
bad habits consciously and volitionally or else in
a future incarnation one will be tested again in
the matter.!8

Hypnotism as a cure for the smoking habit
belongs to the same category as subliminal mes-
sages. There are said to be about 15,000 hypno-
tists in the United States. Admittedly, one tenth
of the population is not subject to their sugges-
tions for reasons unknown. Hypnotism not only
bypasses the human will, which is unwise in
light of spiritual evolution, it may also enslave
the person seeking to use it as a means of free-
dom from bad habit.!?

Chewing gum is at times recommended as a

substitute for the oral gratification a cigarette
brings. For brief, transitional purposes, it might
have a place but there are drawbacks. Gum may
contain white sugar and other unwholesome
products. Constant chewing also tends to dissi-
pate the digestive juices.

An acceptable aid is acupuncture. It does not
actually lessen the desire for nicotine, but can
greatly reduce the discomforts that may attend
quitting.20

Actually, physical withdrawal pains should
not last more than two weeks.?! That is how long
it takes, at the most, for nicotine to leave the sys-
tem after one has stopped smoking. Thereafter,
the pain is merely emotional and psychological.
This should not be minimized but squarely faced
if it persists. It would be wise to consider at what
times, places, and under what circumstances one
was most inclined to reach for a cigarette, and
now provide for victory when facing these temp-
tations. .

“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good.”?? One cannot overcome something
with nothing, and nature abhors a vacuum. Meth-
ods for breaking the habit have been discussed
but how should one meet other potential pitfalls?

When it comes to social occasions where
puffing is in, it might be best to simply stay
away. Misery loves company. Those still en-
slaved by the habit love nothing better than to
lure back into bondage those newly freed. For
times when one is home alone, it might be well
to have reading material handy, especially the
kind dealing with spiritual or inspirational
themes. During the 1950’s there appeared a book
entitled Pray Your Weight Away. Prayer and
other spiritual resources can also help remove
the “weight” of nicotine addiction. It is impossi-
ble to be on one’s knees in fervent prayer and
smoke at the same time. In the Lord’s Prayer, we
voice the petition, “Thy will be done.”?3 We may
be sure it is God’s will for all to stop smoking,
for it undeniably defiles the temple of His Spir-
it.24 .

With help from on high, not only will victory
be a certainty, it will also be less painful. “. .. we
are more than conquerors . . .”>> What does this
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mean? Conquest is usually painful
and exhausting. In wars there are
therefore said to be no real winners.
“More than conquerors” means vic-
tory without enervation! What else
can it mean, especially in light of
the rest of the verse, “. . . through
Him that loved us.” .

The struggling addict must open
his heart and life to Divine Love,
ever healing, ever strengthening,
“strong as death.”26 But “love in
the heart was not put there to stay;
love in the heart must be given
away.” Genuine love “looks for a
way of being constructive,”?’ not
only for self but primarily for oth-
ers. He who truly seeks glorious
victory, “more than conquerors,”
over the noxious weed can do no
better than  dedicate himself to
helping others achieve the same
and then go out and do it! Giving
up smoking inevitably leaves a
void. Is there a better way of filling
it than this?

Medical science tells us that
when a broken bone is truly healed,
it is stronger than before. Similarly,
the life liberated from tobacco’s
terror will be better off in more
ways than one. By heeding the sug-
gestions above, one will benefit
more physically than merely no
longer dreading lung cancer. No
longer buying cigarettes will
strengthen one’s finances. No long-
er emitting foul cigarette breath
will enhance one’s social standing.
Helping those still struggling will
pay rich spiritual dividends, “beau-
ty for ashes” (of smoked cigarettes)
and “the oil of joy.”?8 a

—A Probationer

1. One who knows the price of
everything but the value of
nothing.

John 5:6.
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HEALING

Cooperation

With The Healing Force

H ealing Power permeates the universe. By developing pur-
ity and love, we can become instruments for and chan-
nels of this divine Force. By eliminating all that is negative
within us, and by devoting ourselves to the interests and wel-
fare of our fellow men, we can open for others the floodgates
of cosmic love and healing.

The patient who requests healing must have faith in this
Power, and respond to it by endeavoring to develop purity of
consciousness and love of all life. Just as every effective
channel for the Healing Force must be a “clean vessel,” so al-
so must every potential recipient of healing try to enhance his
own purity, so that the Power may most effectively flow
through him. Both the channel and the recipient must remain
conscious of the essential unity between themselves and God,
the Source of the Healing Power.

Spiritual healing begins when the patient’s awareness of
his relationship to God, the Great Healer, is intensified. If the
patient can open himself sufficiently to feel the Healing Pow-
ér flowing through him, his Higher Self —the god within— is
aroused. As a result, he is strengthened to work more actively
on his own problems and transmute the factors leading to his
illness.

If the patient responds in this way, he leatns, in time, to be-
come his own healer. This is the normal state of affairs for
each Ego. The admonition, “’Physician, heal thyself,” is appli-
cable to everyone and, eventually, will have to be followed by
every human being.

There is nothing phenomenal about perfect health; it is the
predestined state of mankind. The human healer—that is, the
one who serves as a channel for the Healing Force—can in-
spire the patient with this truth by demonstrating his own pos-
itive demeanor. Such an example also may encourage the pa-
tient to correct his previous misconceptions and misbehavior
and strengthen both the faith and the willingness to cooperate
with Natural Law that encourage well-being. O

Relax, close your eyes, and
make a mental picture of the pure
white rose in the center of the Ros-
icrucian Emblem on the west wall
of our Pro-Ecclesia, and concen-
trate on Divine Love and Healing.

Visible helpers are just as nec-
essary as Invisible Helpers and our
friends and patients may share in a
high privilege, as well as add
much to the power of liberated
healing force, by joining us in
prayer for the sick. Our Healing
Service is held every evening in
the Healing Temple at 6: 30 P.M.
and Pro- Ecclesia at 4:45 P.M,,
when the Moon is in a cardinal
sign on the following dates:
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For Children

America’s First
Great Genius

D id you know that America actually had a
real genius long before it became a country?
In Europe they called him “the Wizard from the
Wilderness,” because back then, that is what
America mainly was. The colonists lived in vil-
lages and towns along the coast, like Boston,
where Benjamin Franklin started life 70 years
before the birth of America. Some thirteen
towns are named after him today.

There were 17 children in the family. Mr. Jo-
siah Franklin was just a candlemaker, so he
couldn’t afford much schooling for Ben and put
him to work early. But the lad would rather read
books than help make or deliver candles. What
he really wanted was to go to sea, but that was
dangerous. His father wouldn’t have it. So, when
Ben turned 12, and his father ordered him to
choose a trade he liked. He became an appren-
tice—that is, a helper and learner—of his older

brother James, a Boston printer. He was to sleep
in the attic above the shop and get his meals in a
boarding house across the street. But Ben decid-
ed to save money by fixing his own meals so he
could buy books. Boston with 10,000 people,
had ten bookstores. He also liked the idea that
by boarding himself he wouldn’t have to eat
meat. From one of his books he had learned that
it is wrong to kill animals for food.

Yet Ben was doing something else that
wasn’t quite right. He wanted to write for his
brother’s newspaper, but knew that James
wouldn’t accept anything from him. So he
signed the material he sent in as “Widow Si-
lence Dogood.” The readers liked it and so did
his brother. But when he learned who had been
writing it, he got angry, so Ben had to leave. He
sold some of his books to buy a ticket to sail to
New York. He was 17, knew a trade, and he felt
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very confident. But in New York nobody need-
ed a printer. A friend told him to head for Phila-
delphia. He sailed part of the way and walked
the rest on an almost empty stomach, for he had
very little money. -

He reached Philadelphia on a Sunday when
stores were closed, except for a baker. The bak-
er sold him three loaves of bread for just three
cents. Young Ben was so hungry that he de-
voured them greedily while walking up a street.
A girl who saw him burst out laughing. Ben
smiled back, but didn’t really feel like laughing.
He had only enough money to pay for a room
for the night, and no job. But Monday he got
one with Mr. Samuel Keimer, a printer. Mr.
Keimer also found a place for him to live, with
the family of the girl who had laughed at him!

Ben did so well at his job that he was even
entrusted with an errand to England. He en-
joyed his stay there. He swam in the big river,
the Thames. He didn’t mind that some of his
friends made fun of him because he didn’t drink
beer. They called him “Water American,” until
they saw how much stronger he was than they!

When he turned 22, back in America, he
opened his own print shop with Hugh Meredith.
Now he could start putting to use the many ide-
as that for years had been whirling through his
mind. One idea was to produce the very best
newspaper in all the colonies, which he did. It
was the Pennsylvania Gazette. He was the first
to put pictures into a newspaper. His pictures
were not only of people and things, but also of
ideas which were called cartoons. In fact, he
was so interested in ideas that he formed a club,
called the “Junto,” where men came together to
discuss them.

The club became so popular, it gave him an-
other idea: why not start a public library, like
the ones we have today? Everything has to be
started by somebody, and Ben Franklin started

libraries where anyone could join by paying a

membership fee and then a yearly amount. That
would provide money for the books the mem-
bers could borrow. Before Ben Franklin came
along, only colleges had libraries for students
and teachers, and not many people attended the

very few colleges that existed in America then.

While he was working on his job and many
other interests, young Ben couldn’t forget the
pretty girl who had laughed at him on his arrival
in Philadelphia a dozen years before. So, he
asked Debbie to marry him. She was as good a
wife as she was pretty, not only keeping house
and raising the children, but also helping in
Ben’s business and other activities. That gave
him more time to think and study and he
learned four languages.

Of course, he kept coming up with more
good ideas, like starting to publish an almanac.
Perhaps you’ve seen or have one. It’s a book
that comes out once a year and is full of inter-
esting facts. Ben called his, Poor Richard’s Al-
manac, because it featured an astrologer named
Richard Saunders. It became very popular. It
contained clever sayings that Ben wrote himself
including:

Early to bed, early rise, makes a man healthy,

wealthy, and wise.

Look ahead, or you will fall behind.

Would you live with ease, do what you ought,

not what you please.

When you are good to others, you are best to

yourself.

But Ben was more than just what some
might call a bookworm. He also developed
practical ideas like the “Franklin Stove.” All
that people had up to then was a fireplace. If
you were too far away from the fireplace, you
were cold. If you got too close, you were too

‘hot. But Ben devised a way to heat a room fair-

ly evenly. A friend of his started making it. Be-
fore long, he had more orders than he could fill!
Ben could have become very rich from this and
his many other inventions, but he never took out
a patent, that is, the right to make profit from an
invention. He only wanted to help people.

"His desire to help people pushed him to start
something else we now take for granted, a fire
department. That was especially important be-
cause there was no defense against lightning.

-~ Some people even said that nothing could be

done against it for it was a sign of God’s anger.
Ben couldn’t believe this, but that wasn’t
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enough to convince others. He had to prove that
lightning was just electricity. People didn’t
know much about electricity then. They
couldn’t use it for light and heat and all the oth-
er things we use it for today, and people usually
fear what they don’t understand.

But sow could he prove that lightning was
merely electricity? Remember, Franklin was a
genius and nothing stumps a genius, except
those problems that really cannot be solved by
anybody. And a genius doesn’t give up until he
is sure of that, and keeps on trying, for

The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained in sudden flight,

But they, while their companions slept,
Were toiling upward in the night.

So, after much thought, Ben decided to fly a
kite while it was lightning! Do you realize he
risked his life doing this? But he was so dedi-
cated to truth and to helping others, that he
didn’t mind. And when lightning finally struck
the kite, the fibers of its cord stood up straight,
giving Ben a shock, but he had been able to
“store” some of that electric power in a jar. So
he set out to design the lightning rod, like the
one your house has, or should have!

A far greater threat than lightning kept Ben
busy next—war. Even though he had no mili-
tary training or experience, the people of Penn-
sylvania asked him to lead out in defending
their colony, which he did. Later he was asked
to sail to England to get more help for the
French and Indian War.

“I'm no diplomat, I'm just a printer,” Ben
protested before heading for England. While
there, he also exchanged ideas with some scien-
tists and invented a few things, like the armoni-
ca, a musical instrument. Best of all, he was
able to get help for the war, which he did by us-
ing one of the sayings from his almanac: Would
you persuade, speak of interest, not of reason.
What that means is, if you want others to help
you, show them that they are thereby helping
themselves.

After five years’ stay in England, he returned

to America and began to make more improve-
ments on the post office, a project he had begun
long before. But he didn’t have much time for
this. The colonists were by now very unhappy
with the way England was treating them, and
three years after his return from England, he
was asked to go back once more to speak for
the colonists. He celebrated his 60th birthday
shortly after landing in England. This time, his
stay was sad, not only because he couldn’t get
England to see what the colonists wanted but
even more, because he got a letter telling him
that Debbie had died. He was 69 when this hap-
pened, and he felt every day of it. But he was
not too old to study the ocean currents and
storms and make some valuable observations on
his way back to America.

However, the really big storm on Ben’s mind
now was the American Revolution. One reason
it got under way was that while in England, he
had urged a young man, Tom Paine, to go to the
colonies. There he published a little book,
Common Sense. He had studied the stars, and
in this book he wrote that not only in our solar
system but in all the universe, the central Sun is
always bigger than the planets moving around
it. So, he argued, America being much bigger
than England, it should not circle around, or be
subject to it. And so the colonists drew up the
Declaration of Independence.,

Ben Franklin had a very important part in it.
After that, he was sent to France to get help,
without which the colonists could not have
won. But, being a genius, his mind was on other
things too, like making spelling easier; for in-
stance, spelling a certain word “plow™ instead
of “plough.” We should all be just as thankful
to him for that as for helping, later on, to write
the Constitution. His name appears on it as well
as each of the other three most important docu-
ments having to do with the birth of America:
the Declaration of Independence, the alliance
with France during the Revolution, and the
peace treaty with England that ended the Revo-
Iution. No one else’s name is on all of these.

With America free now and well on its way,
old Ben knew that his life’s work was done.
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Wisely, like a genius—printer, publisher, au-
thor, inventor, scientist, businessman, philoso-
pher, statesman—he had prepared for this at the
age of 22 by composing his epitaph, that is,
what he wanted written on his tomb:

The Body of B. Franklin,
printer,
Like the Cover of an Old Book,
Its Contents Torn Qut
And
Stripped of its Lettering and Gilding,
Lies Here
Food for Worms,

But the Work shall not be Lost,
For it Will as He Believed
Appear Once More
In a New and more Elegant Edition
Revised and Corrected
By the Author.!

As you can see, he believed in reincarnation,
the Law of Rebirth, though 200 years ago few
people in America knew about it. He was ahead
of his time in this as well as in many other

ways. After all, he was a genius! a
—A Probationer

1. Reincarnation: an East-West Anthology, Jo-
seph Head and S.L. Cranston, p. 232.

Note: Astrology students might be interested
that Franklin died at 84, at the time of his Ura-
nus return. Uranus is the planet of genius! Also
at the time of their Uranus returns, two other
great American geniuses passed on, Ford and
Edison. Thomas Jefferson, a genius of sorts, to
whom statecraft was just one of many fields to
which he made major contributions, departed
this life at the time of his Uranus return. So did
General Douglas MacArthur, America’s great-
est military genius, whose strategy had brought
Japan to her knees before the atomic bomb at-
tack and later saved South Korea from collapse
at the start of the Korean conflict. Isaac Newton
and Emmanuel Swedenborg, two of Europe’s
greatest geniuses, also ended their earthly so-
journ at the end of a complete swing around the
circle by Uranus. Mere coincidence?

Crossword Answers
Crossword on page 221.
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