


Teadh VMleto Love

There was a time when in my daily prayer
I asked for all the things I deemed most fair
And necessary to my life — success,
Riches, of course, and ease and happiness,
A host of friends, a home without alloy,
A primrose path of happiness and joy.
Ambition ruled my way. I longed to do
Great things, that all my little world

might view
And whisper, “Wonderful!”

Ah, patient God,

How blind we are, until thy shepherd’s rod

Of tender chastening gently leads us on

To better things. Today

I have but one petition — Lord,

Teach me to love. Indeed,

It is my greatest and my only need.

Teach me to love, not those who first love
me,

But all the world, with that rare purity

Of broad, outstretching thought, that bears
no trace

Of earthly taint, but holds in its embrace

Humanity; and seems to see

Only the good in all, reflected, Lord, from
Thee.

And teach me, Father, how to love the
most,

Those who most stand in need of love. All
that host

Of people who are poor, and sick, and bad,

Whose tired faces show their lives are sad;

Who toil along the road with footsteps slow

And hearts more heavy than the world can
know;

People whom others pass discreetly by,

Or fail to hear the pleading of that cry

For help, amidst the tumult of the crowd,

People whose very anguish makes them
cold and proud,

Bitter, resentful, stubborn in their grief,

[ want to bring them comfort and relief;

To put my hand in theirs, and at their side

Walk softly on, a faithful, fearless guide.

© Savior, thou the Christ, Truth ever near,

Help me to find these sad ones doubly dear

Because they need so much. Help me to
seek

And find that which they thought was lost.
To speak

Such words of cheer, that as we pass along

The wilderness shall blossom into song.

Ah, Love Divine, how empty was that
prayer

Of other days. That which was once so fair,

Those empty baubles that the world calls
joys

Are nothing to me now but broken toys

Outlived, outgrown. I thank Thee that I
know

Those much desired dreams of long ago

Like butterflies, have had their summer day

Of brief enchantment, and have gone.
Today

I pray for better things. Thou knc:r\aves;ti;fj
God above, Lk

My one desire now — “Teach me to lo'\fe?:"’i
—reprinted from October 1924 qu;s
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Feature

Lines to think on...

«
God sends a thread for a web begun,”
The words of an ancient proverb run.
So whatever it is that you hope to win,
Create or accomplish or begin:
The fruitful harvest for which you pray
Is locked in the seed that you sow today;

The joyous journey you long to make
Begins with the first firm step you take.

S o lift your eyes to your special star
And step out boldly from where you are,
Beginning the task that you long to do —
And God will help you to see it through.
—R. H. Grenville

RAYS 93



Editorial

Meditations for
Easter

11 is truly ruled by divine love.
Endlessly wells the divine love.

The dynamic force of love has opened
a way to the land of Love.

Though all religious systems differ
outwardly the kernel of all is love.

Love is the unifying force in life, and
according to the higher teachings we are
required to love our kin, but to extend our
love natures so that they may also include
everyone else.

The Spirit of Love is eternally born of
the Father, day by day, hour by hour, end-
lessly flowing into the solar universe to
redeem us from the world of matter.

Love cannot be known now by us ex-
cept in the measure that we cleanse our-
selves from the great sin of selfishness.

Though we have all knowledge and
can solve all mysteries we are but as tink-
ling cymbals unless we have love and use
it to help our fellow man.

Love, the basic principle in the Chris-
tian Mystic’s life, can never bring us into
condemnation or conflict with the purposes of
God. Christ taught that love is superior to law.
Perfect love casteth out fear and emancipates
humanity from race, caste, or nation to universal
brotherhood, which will become a fact when
Christianity is lived.

Once the neophyte has thoroughly felt in his
being the love of the Father he is a changed
man.

No matter what our creed, we are all brethren
of Christ, so let us rejoice. The Lord has risen!
Let us seek Him and forget our creeds and other
lesser differences. The “nails” which bound the
Christ to the Cross of Calvary will fetter you

and me until the dynamic impulse of love flows
out from us in waves and rhythmic swells like
the tide of love which yearly enters the Earth
and imbues it with renewed life.

Let us attune our hearts to this great cosmic
event; let us rejoice with the Christ, our Savi-
our, that the term of His annual sacrifice has
once more been completed. Let us feel thankful
from the very bottom of our hearts that He is
now about to be freed from the Earth’s fetters,
that the life wherewith He has now endued our
planet is sufficient to carry through the time till
next Christmas. O

—MAX HEINDEL
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Mystic Light

He is Risen

ur outer expressions are poetic and
touch the heart, the inner is a disci-
pline for mind and spirit!

In pre-Christian times the Easter sea-
son was celebrated as a time of renewal
of nature’s vitality after the deathlike
sleep of winter. The English word Easter
comes from the Saxon goddess of Spring
Eostre who, according to the venerable
Bede, opened the gates of Valhalla for
Baldur the Sun God who brought light to
mankind. It was celebrated at the Vernal
Equinox, March 21, and it is this date that
fixes the Sunday on which Easter is cele-
brated.

It was during the reign of Constantine
in A.D. 325 at the Council of Nice that
the date was finally fixed as the first Sun-
day after the first full moon following the
Vernal Equinox — also referred to as the
fourteenth day of the paschal moon. East-
er may occur as early as March 22nd but
cannot be sooner.

We cannot have Easter until we have
had a Vernal Equinox and then when the Moon
is in Libra or has passed over the opposition —
The Cross of Libra. The fact that this date is de-
termined in such a manner proves the cosmic
significance of the event — the triumph of spirit
over matter — and the church celebrates the
whole period with prayers, meetings and rejoic-
ing.

At the time of the equinox, night and day are
of equal length all over the earth.

The first sign of the zodiac — the Ram — is
the exaltation or finest influence of the Sun,
which ever symbolizes and rules gold. The fa-
bled Ram of the Golden Fleece, therefore, really

signifies the influence represented by the Sun in
the sign of the Ram and the golden calf for it
could not be more than a calf when the Sun is
first born.

This sign signifies the influence of the Sun
just entering the sign of possessions or the gifts
we will now receive which have been slumber-
ing in the earth being nurtured and prepared for
fruition. Among many Eastern peoples, this
marks the commencement or birth of a New
Year and, until the Sun moves forward toward
maturity, it is called a Lamb.

Many peoples have started the year with the
Vernal Equinox. The original Roman year com-
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menced at the Vernal Equinox. So did the an-
cient Persian year; they celebrated their great
feast of Neirouz when the Sun entered Aries —
Mithras was their Sun god. Every nation has or
has had a mythical being whose strength or
weakness, virtues or defects, nearly describe the
Sun’s career through the seasons. As the world
grows in its development, it necessarily out-
grows its ancient ideas of God which were only
temporary and provisional.

We know the real Sun is invisible, as is the
real man. The Sun is the visible symbol of God.
It is all we can comprehend at this stage of our
dévelopment, but we do know the effect it has
on our earth. At this time of year, we see and
hear the joyous songs of feathered friends on the
wing, the beasts who mate according to their
mating instinct, and, in fact, we see all nature
commencing its jubilant activity and preparing
for the outdoors. Even humans happily shed
their winter cares.

The Vernal Equinox is the beginning of the
astronomical year and the starting point of the
zodiac. From this point, the Sun starts its annual
pilgrimage.

The bells at San Juan Capistrano in Southern
California peel a ringing welcome to the swal-
lows on their annual return to the mission.
Crowds of well wishers are on hand, some even
from other countries, who frequently remark that
they have always wanted to be present at this fa-
mous event. One lady, a native of England, says
that now that she lives here, it is the first thing
she wants to attend. It is a community meeting
for her. Thousands will have traveled to sunrise
services on hills and amphitheatres. The church-
es will be filled with worshipers and the whole
earth will become a veritable theatre of rejoic-
ing. Families the world over will be together en-
joying special meals and loving companionship,
as will we at Mt. Ecclesia. We are charged with
a great responsibility because we have the bene-
fit of the Western Wisdom Teachings and under-
stand the full import of the message of Easter.
This Cosmic event has been bought at a tremen-
dous price and untold agony on the part of the
Great Christ Spirit who suffers the cramping
conditions of this physical earth that we may
have life and have it more abundantly. We are
all cells in the Great Body of God. We have in
potentiality all His attributes, and, by persistent

efforts, as explained in the Rosicrucian Teach-
ings, we can tremendously accelerate our devel-
opment. Eventually, enough of us (humanity) —
slowly but surely — will make a difference.
Christ said, “I am the good Shepherd; the good
shepherd giveth His life for his sheep.” We can
go far in helping to lighten the burden that the
Christ now bears when we do for others as He
has done for us.

God, says Maximus Tyrius, did not spare His
own Son or exempt Him from the calamities in-
cidental to humanity. We know from our studies
that, “He suffered and took upon Himself the
form of a servant and was made in the likeness
of man...,” so that He might know the extreme
limitations which we in physical bodies endure.
“Being found in fashion of a man, He humbled
himself and became obedient unto death, even
the death upon the cross.”

Now, at Easter, He is about to return to the
Throne of the Father. He has died to the cross of
matter with the glad cry: “Consummatum Est!”
The Christ can accomplish more for us because
He returns each summer to the heavenly realms
to renew the Life He has given during the time
He was immured in the earth. So also, we ac-
complish more in successive lives, because we
are refreshed by our rests between lives in the
Heaven Worlds.

Christ Jesus was sustained during His earthly
mission by the reinforcement received directly
from the Father when He went forth to pray
alone. We should practice this ourselves when
we are troubled with difficult people in our daily
lives. At these times, Christ Jesus received an
outpouring of cosmic strength that enabled Him
to successfully complete His Divine Mission. He
conducted Himself according to His highest spir-
itual potential. In spite of the pain and frustation
of His earthly imprisonment, He must have tast-
ed more of bliss and cosmic joy than any other
being within our solar system save God Himself.

Christ rent the veil at the Crucifixion, the veil
which had hung before the Temple. Until then,
only a chosen few could approach the Throne of
Grace, but thereafter all may come “whosoever
will,” and no intermediary is needed. This earth-
shaking event is one we should contemplate and
meditate upon especially at Easter to help us feel
the enormity and splendor of the Divine Plan.
Remembering that the cross is a symbol of hu-
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mility, patience and self denial, He who hung on
it taught how “our joy might be full.” The for-
mula for joy on earth and in the worlds to come
seems like the simplest of rules to follow, name-
ly to love our fellow men as sparks from the
same God from whom we stem. History shows,
however, that this rule is the most difficult of all.

When Christ on the Cross said, “Father for-
give them, for they know not what they do,” the
world experienced an almost incomprehensible
pinnacle of forgiving. In this we can find new
hope: no matter what our path may be — no
‘matter what we have done to merit shame, we
have His promise that, after we realize our errors
and recognize the way of Christ, He has the
power to help us as He helped and reassured the
repentent sinner on the cross. In due course, we
will also be able to be with Him in paradise — in
the Light as He is in the Light.

When Christ, as indwelling Planetary Spirit,
first diffused His desire body through the earth,
He gave us the finer spiritual material with
which to improve and redeem ourselves. This
continuing gift makes it possible for us to perse-
vere and progress on our evolutionary journey.
Thus we have cause for rejoicing on the spiritual
as well as the physical plane.

We realize there is no death — only a transi-
tion from one sphere of activity to another.
When we are ready, we will achieve on our own
the first hand realization of the immortality
which rewards those who reach the full potential
of perfection possible in earthly life and the con-
tinuing nature of service and its importance in
evolution is highlighted at this time of year.

The Crucifixion had to be, so that Christ
could continue to serve humanity from within
the earth — and more extensively than ever. He
is not enthroned permanently on the right hand
of God in a literal sense as many believe; He
embarked upon what was then the culminating
effort of His already illustrious mission, which
has continued down through the centuries.

In the fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians we
find: “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the first fruits of them that slept.” In the
Easter Sun, which at the Vernal Equinox com-
mences to soar into the northern heavens after
having laid down its life for the earth, we have
the cosmic symbol of the verity of resurrection.
When taken as a cosmic fact in connection with

the law of analogy that connects the macrocosm
with the microcosm, it is an earnest promise that
some day we shall attain cosmic consciousness
and know positively for ourselves that there is no
death but what seems so is only a transition into
a finer sphere.

It is an annual symbol to strengthen our souls
in the work of well-doing that we may grow the
Golden Wedding Garment required to make us
sons of God in the highest and holiest sense. It is
literally true that unless we walk in the light as
He is in the light, we are not in fellowship; but,
by making the sacrifices and rendering the servi-
ces required of us to aid in the emancipation of
our race, we are building the soul body of radiant
golden light which is the special substance ema-
nated from and by the Spirit of the Sun, the Cos-
mic Christ. When this golden substance has
clothed us with sufficient density, we shall be
able to imitate the Easter sun and soar into the
higher spheres.

With these ideals firmly fixed in our minds,
Easter time becomes a season when it is in order
to review our preceding year’s life and make
new resolutions for the coming season to serve in
furthering our soul growth. It is a season when
the symbol of the ascending Sun should remind
us that we are but pilgrims and strangers upon
earth, that our real home — as spirits — is in
heaven, and that we ought to endeavor to learn
the lessons in this life school as quickly as is
consistent with proper service, so that as Easter
Day marks the resurrection and liberation of the
Christ Spirit from the lower realms, so we also
may continually look for the dawn of that day
which shall permanently free us from the meshes
of matter, from the body of sin and death togeth-
er with our brethren in bondage — for no true as-
pirant would conceive of a liberation that did not
include all humanity.

This is a gigantic task. The contemplation of
it may well daunt the bravest heart. Were we
alone, it could not be accomplished; but the Di-
vine Hierarchies, who have guided humanity up-
on the path of evolution from the beginning, are
still active and working with us from their side-
real worlds. With Their help, we shall eventually
be able to accomplish this elevation of humanity
as a whole and attain to an individual realization
of glory, honor and immortality. Having this
great hope within ourselves, this great mission in
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the world, let us work as never before to waken
in others a desire to lead a life that brings libera-
tion.

Let us attune our hearts to this great cosmic
event. Let us rejoice with the Christ our Saviour
that the term of His annual sacrifice has once
more been completed. Let us be thankful from
the very bottom of our hearts that He is now
freed from the earth’s fetters, that the life where-
with He has now endued our planet is sufficient
to carry us through the time until next Christmas.

May every day of the coming year be a Good
Friday. May every Night be spent in the Purgato-
rial Prisons ministering to the spirits confined
there — as Christ did — and may every morn be
a glorious Easter on which we rise in the new-
ness of life to greater and greater and better
deeds. Easter is the annual sign given as evi-

dence of the cosmic basis for our hopes and aspi-
rations.

As St. Paul says “If Christ be not risen, then
is our preaching vain and your faith is also vain.”
But now is Christ risen and become the first
fruits of them that slept. In the Easter Sun we
have the cosmic symbol of the verity of the res-
urrection.

All hail that mystery adored.

Hail cross on which the Life Himself
expired.

But that death our own life restored.

Effulgent light into our hearts is poured.
The victory o’er death is won

and songs of triumph have begun.

HE IS RISEN! m)
—Caroline Lederman
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Mystic Light

To have an understanding of a
life cycle as a whole is one of
the greatest privileges ever offered
to humanity.

Another achievement of vast im-
portance is the discovery that such
a process as evolution exists and
that it is the fundamental procedure
governing the activities of the uni-
verse.

Evolution aims at perfection —
rebirth is the method used to attain
it.

The three great objects of evolu-
tion through matter are:

(1) The spiritualizing of the char-
acter through the attainment of

self-consciousness and soul
power.

(2) The development of the will,
with which to direct the facul-
ties gained by experience.

(3) The development of the crea-
tive mind.

To gain this development it is
necessary for the Ego to be reborn
in a physical body many times.

The real object in life is not
present happiness but the gaining
of experience whereby each indi-
vidual unfolds his latent spiritual
powers and develops them into fa-
culties for use in greater service in
God’s plan of evolution.

The Ego has several vehicles: a

A Life Cycle

dense body, a vital body, a desire body, and a mind. These
are the tools of the Spirit, and upon their quality and condi-
tion depend how much or how little can be accomplished in
its work of getting experience during each incarnation.

The archetypes of these vehicles are built before each
earth life. The vehicles themselves are good, bad, or indiffer-
ent according to what the Ego has learned through past expe-
riences in the building of them. As one works with these
wonderful tools, both he and they improve and grow in effi-
ciency and power.

The time required to achieve positive spiritual develop-
ment varies with each individual and depends upon his appli-
cation, his stage in evolution, and the ripe destiny to be liqui-
dated in any particular life.

For the human being, birth is a fourfold event. We may
say that man is born by degrees. Animals, especially the
higher types, are born with the abilities developed which they
need through life and do not have first to acquire them.
Chicks when they come out of the egg do not need instruc-
tion before they can pick up grains of corn. Man on the other
hand comes into the world helpless, and must be guided for
many years.

Not until the human kingdom is reached does the father
commence to share fully in the responsibilities of parent-
hood. Among the savages this responsibility ends with the at-
tainment of the child to the physical ability to care for itself.

The higher we ascend in civilization the longer the young
receive care from the parents, and the more stress is laid on
mental education, so that the battle of life may be fought
from the mental rather than from the physical point of van-
tage; and the farther we proceed the more we shall experien-
ce the power of the mind over matter. By the prolonged self-
sacrifice of the parents the race is becoming more delicate,
but what it loses in material ruggedness it gains in spiritual
perceptibility.

As before stated, the vehicles of the newborn child do not
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at once become active. The physical body is helpless for a long
time after birth. In the period immediately following birth the
different vehicles interpenetrate one another, but though they
are present, as in adult life, they are merely present; none of
their positive forces are active.

Man is a great deal more than the dense body. His vital
body grows and ripens inside its covering of ether until the
seventh year, or the changing of the teeth. His desire body re-
quires protection from the onslaughts of the Desire World until
about the fourteenth year, when it is fully born at the time we
call puberty; and his mind is not sufficiently ripe to be released
from its protective cover until he reaches his majority at about
twenty-one. These periods are only approximately correct, for
each person differs from all others in regard to exact time peri-
ods.

Up to the time of the second teething the human body has a
mission to perform for itself which is essentially different from
the mission of all other life epochs.

Life progresses in seven year cycles from the cradle to the
grave. But the first two and one-half years may be said to be
the most important of all, as during that time the child is learn-
ing to walk and to speak, and the formative forces of the head
are shaping its organs which have a most intimate connection
with the development of the self-confidence of the individual
in later life. When the child is two and one-half years old the
inner organization of the head is substantially complete. A new
epoch begins at this period, and the rhythmic organism is elab-
orated, namely, breathing and the circulation of the blood
which is the basis of the chest organism. When this work is
finished the formative forces reappear and develop the facul-
ties of memory and imagination.

From five to seven years the metabolic and limb systems
develop. Up till the time of the change of teeth the child is
bound up with the forces of growth. The care of bodily health
should be taught during this period. Health habits formed at
this time are most lasting. The sense organs also take certain
definite forms which will give them their basic structural ten-
dencies and determine their line of development in one direc-
tion or another. Later on growth takes place, but all future de-
velopment follows the lines laid down by those first seven
years, and mistakes or neglect of opportunities during that pe-
riod can never be remedied in later life. It is the duty of the
parents to give the proper environment to the little child at this
period, the same as nature does before birth, for only proper
care can give the sensitive organism the right direction and
tendency to growth.

There are two magic words which denote the manner in

which the child comes into contact
with the formative influence of its
environment —example and imita-
tion. Imitation belongs to the devel-
opment stage of the physical body,
while mind development responds
to the vital body growth. Especially
should the leamning of correct
speech by means of imitation take
place during these years.

It is not by moral texts, but by
what is done visibly before the
child by the grown up people
around him, that he is influenced.
The child imitates whatever takes
place in its physical environment,
and through imitation his mental,
emotional and physical characteris-
tics become established.

We can never attain to the right
view of child life until we realize
that it absorbs sense impressions
into its bodily processes; and all
methods of education are adequate
only in proportion as they take into
consideration the birth of the four-
fold body. Knowledge of the latent
potentialities in the human being
and the best method of their indi-
vidual development are most essen-
tial, in order that one may know
which vehicle of the human being
should be influenced at certain
times in life, and how to bring such
influences to bear upon it in a suita-
ble manner.

Among the forces, therefore,
which affect the physical organs by
molding them, must be included
the element of joy amid the child’s
surrounding. Within such an atmos-
phere permeated by love, the imita-
tion of healthy models is possible
and the child is in its right element.
Nursery rhymes are of the greatest
importance during this period. It
does not matter so much about the
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sense they have, as about the thythm that is of
supreme importance, and builds the organs in
harmony not realized by any other aids; there-
fore, this, and a cheerful atmosphere are the
greatest of all means of child education, and will
even make up to some extent for the lack of oth-
er things.

During the time the vital body is freeing itself
from its cosmic protection it perfects that which
it has to give to the physical body and the final
part of this work is the child’s own teeth, which
come in place of the original ones. They are the
densest things imbedded in the physical body
and therefore appear last. By the seventh year
the vital body of the child has reached a perfec-
tion sufficient to allow it to receive impacts from
the outside world. It then sheds its protective
covering of ether, and commences its free life.
And now the time has arrived when the educator
may work upon the vital body and help it in the
formation and development of the affections,
habits, conscience, character, memory, and tem-
perament. One is able to influence the vital body
by pictures, by example, and by regulated guid-
ance of the imagination. All that conduces to
thought, all that works through image and para-
ble, now has its rightful place.

In the second epoch, from seven to fourteen,
it is-essential that the child should learn the
meaning of things about him, but it should learn
to take things on authority of the parents and
teachers, memorizing their explanations, rather
than reasoning for itself. Reason belongs to a lat-
er development, and though the child may try to
reason of his own accord with profit, it is harm-
ful at this period to force him. As imitation and
example are the magic words for the training of
children in their early years, so for the years now
in question, the corresponding words are hero
worship and authority. Natural and not forced
authority must supply the immediate help of the
youth while he forms for himself conscience,
habits, and inclinations, brings his temperament
into regulated paths, and shapes his own outlook
on the world.

Veneration and reverence are the powers that
assist the vital body to grow in the right way.

And if it is impossible, during this period, for the
child to look up to anyone with unlimited rever-
ence, he will have to suffer on that account for
the rest of his life. When this veneration is miss-
ing, the vital forces of the etheric body are
checked. The beautiful feelings which are pro-
duced by profound reverence for an honorable
person belong to the lasting acquisitions of life.
Great examples of history, the tales of model
men and women, must fill the conscience and the
intellectual tendency — not abstract moral
truths, which can only do their right work after
the age of puberty when the desire body has been
freed from its protective covering.

A power of the Spirit to which particular at-
tention ought to be given at this period of devel-
opment is that of memory. But a mistake may be
made in regard to this if, during the time that the
memory is forming, too much is demanded of
the intellect. Until the time of puberty the youth
should assimilate into the memory treasures over
which mankind has meditated; later on is time to
permeate with ideas that which has been im-
pressed on the memory. Culture of the sense of
beauty and the awakening of the sense of feeling
for the artistic, for architectural form, as also for
plastic shape, for line, design, and harmony of
color — not one of these should be omitted in
the plan of education. Music should supply
thythm to the vital body which enables the child
to perceive in everything, the rhythm otherwise
concealed. A young person who does not receive
at this period the benefit derived by the cultivat-
ing of the musical sense will be deprived of
much in life.

The strongest impulses are evoked in the vital
body through the perceptions and ideas in which
the child feels his own relationship to the uni-
verse. The foundation development of a strong
and powerful will can be laid during the first
seven years of the child’s life by the right un-
foldment of the powers of the vital and physical
bodies. The close interlocking of these two bod-
ies makes a like development in each necessary.
Both the will and the character will develop
more perfectly if the child can experience at this
epoch of life profound religious impulses. It is in
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this period that cynics and skeptics are made. This period is al-
so the one when the child should be instructed in the origin of
his being. This information should be given in mental pictures
and examples from nature, but in such a way as thoroughly to
impress the child with the sanctity of life.

Man has a desire body in common with the animal king-
dom. It is the medium for the life of sensation, the vehicle of
pain and pleasure, of impulse, desire, passion, and so forth. It
appears in the form of an oblong egg, in which the physical
and vital bodies are embedded. It projects on all sides beyond
these two like a luminous cloud.

At about the fourteenth year the feelings and passions begin
to exercise their power, when the womb of desire stuff which
formerly protected the nascent desire body is removed. Exces-
sive growth is checked and the forces heretofore used for that
purpose become available for propagation. This period is in
most cases a trying time, and it is well for the youth who has
learned to reverently look to his parents or teachers. They will
be to him an anchor of strength against the inrush of feelings,
for it is during the adolescent years that youth faces the great-
est problems and these years are often filled with great mis-
takes.

At puberty the time has arrived when the youth is ready to
form his own judgments concerning things which he has hith-
erto learned. So now is the time to impress upon him the ne-
cessity for careful investigation before he judges; also that the
more fluidic he can keep his opinions, the better he will be
able to examine new facts and acquire new knowledge. In this
way he will reach his majority at twenty-one with the mind
full and free, and when he takes his place in the world a full-
fledged citizen, he will be a credit to those whose loving care
shielded him in his years of development.

Birth of the mind: After the fourteenth year, the mind in
turn is brooded over and nurtured, unfolding its latent possibil-
ities and making it capable of original thought. At the age of
twenty-one the forces of the individual’s different vehicles
have been ripened to such a degree that he can use them all in
his evolution and the Ego comes into possession of its com-
plete chain of vehicles.

The proper heat of the blood for the real expression of the
Ego is not present until the mind is born when the individual is
twenty-one years old. Statutory law also recognizes this as the
earliest age when man is deemed fit to exercise a franchise.
During this time the third part of the silver cord, composed of
mind stuff grows from the seed atom of the mind, which is lo-
cated at a point near the frontal sinus where the Spirit, clothed
in a veil of blue mind stuff, has its seat. This cord passes
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thence to the pituitary body and the pineal gland
and then downward connecting with the thyroid
and thymus glands, also with the spleen and the
adrenals, finally joining the second part of ‘the
silver cord in the seed atom of the desire body
located in the great vortex of that vehicle which
is placed in the liver. The path along which this
part of the silver cord will grow is indicated in
the archetype, but it requires approximately
twenty-one years after physical birth to complete
the junction which marks the mental quickening,
as the union of the first and second parts of the
silver cord marks the time of quickening in the
antenatal life. No occult development is possible
until the third part of the silver cord has been de-
veloped.

At the present stage of human development
man goes through these particular stages in each
complete life cycle.

It is only possible here to develop a few as-
pects of what education in the light of occultism
will do for humanity; it is only intended in this
article to give a hint as to what an enriching ef-
fect occult science must have on practieal life.
One does not require the power of vision in the
higher worlds, but only the inclination to apply
to life what has been given by occultism in order
to profit by it. If occult knowledge were applied
in such practical departments as that of educa-
tion, then all the useless talk of how this knowl-
edge has yet to be proved, would straightway
cease. For to him who would rightly apply it,
this knowledge would prove itself through the
whole life by making the individual healthy and
strong. One can best know spiritual truths by
their fruits, and not through a pretended proof,
however scientific, for such could hardly be
more than a logical skirmishing.

After the age of twenty-one life still continues
to progress in seven year cycles. From the age of
twenty-one to twenty-eight the mind is maturing,.
The mind is the most important instrument pos-
sessed by the Spirit, and is its special instrument
in the work of creation.

At the age of twenty-eight the Moon by pro-
gression has made one complete cycle around
the horoscope, through each house; and having

made every aspect possible to all the planets, re-
turns to its natal place.

In the period from twenty-eight to thirty-five
we have a recapitulation of the development of
the dense body — a period of second physical
growth. Under the influence of the Ego the phys-
iognomy, the gestures, the movements — the
whole appearance of the physical body may
change. At thirty-five man has reached the prime
of physical life. From thirty-five to forty-two a
recapitulation of the growth of the vital body
takes place. It is the mission of the Ego at this
time to ennoble and purify the vital body which
is the vehicle of habit, of permanent inclinations,
of temperament, and of memory. Absorption in
works of art influences the vital body. One ob-
tains through the study of a work of art the pre-
sentiment of something higher and nobler than
that which is offered by the environment of the
senses. Another means for the purification and
ennoblement of the vital body is religion. Relig-
ious impulses have at this time a sublime mission
in the evolution of humanity. )

—A.J W.
(To be continued)

Who Counts His Brother s Welfare

Who counts his brother’s welfare
as sacred as his own,

And loves, forgives, and pities,
‘he serveth Me alone.

I note each gracious purpose,
Each kindly word and deed:;
Are ye not all my Children?
Shall not the Father heed?

No prayer for light and gmdance
Is lost upon Mine ear;

The child’s cry in the darkness
Shall not the Father hear?

| Alight, a gunde a wammg,
A presence ‘ever near, _
-Through the deep 51Ience of the ﬂesh

| _Whittier =
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Mystic Light

Preventing Poverty

ASpanish scholar of the twelfth century depicted seven
steps in what he called “the ladder of giving.” The first
and lowest step, he said, is to give, but reluctantly. The second
is to give cheerfully, but not in proportion to the need. The
third is to give cheerfully and in proportion, but not until
asked. The fourth is to give cheerfully, in proportion, and
without being asked, but yourself to put the gift in the poor
man’s hand, thus making him feel ashamed. The fifth is to
give in such a way that the recipient does not know who you
are. The sixth step is to give in such a way that you do not
know him, and he does not know you. The seventh, and most
worthy, step is to “anticipate charity by preventing poverty.”

Prevention of poverty means that gifts are given before
need becomes acute. Prevention of poverty implies equitable
distribution. An equitable distribution of the world’s goods
has been an objective of some far-sighted men throughout his-
tory. What about an equitable distribution of other factors,
however, such as the millions of selves, who make up the
world’s population?

Forms of Poverty

Poverty exists in many forms, of which material poverty is
the most obvious but by no means always the most tragic.
Loneliness, or poverty of friends, for instance, can be far more
pitiful. The recluse with all his gold is not as fortunate as the
poor man whose material lack is softened by the affection of
those who truly love him. Poverty of friends often parallels
poverty of the heart; people who cannot feel affection for oth-
ers do not inspire it for themselves. People who are so hard-
ened that they will not lend a hand to others in distress may
well find themselves without support in their own times of
trouble.

Poverty of joy is another unenviable condition. There are
those among us who seem to have no lightness within — no
spark of response to the gaiety or the humor of life. They may
be — they often are — hard workers, plodding along intent on
their jobs and meeting their responsibilities. They do their
work gloomily. Their very existence is one of drudgery. They

completely miss the cheer, the
very enchantment, which life,
even with all its straitened circum-
stances, offers to those Egos who
can respond.

Far worse than cheerlessness is
poverty of hope — or despair.
More lives than we dream of are
lived in despair — without love,
without joy, without hope. A re-
cent study among psychiatrists de-
termined that 80% of all human
beings contemplate suicide at one
time or another. Although this
huge figure hardly seems credible,
the phrase “lives of quiet despera-
tion” undoubtedly does apply to
hundreds of people who pass un-
thinkingly in stores and on streets
every day.

Cultural Poverty

Then there is a condition we
might call cultural poverty — a
lack based not on financial inabil-
ity to enjoy and profit from fine
art, music, and literature, but on a
disinclination to do so. There are
people whose “cultural life” Con-
sists almost solely of banal televi-
sion offerings, blatant rock music,
murder mysteries, and magazines
of questionable worth .

In addition, many modern con-
tributions to the fields of art and
literature which are considered of
cultural merit are degrading and
derogatory in nature. There is a
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pronounced tendency to portray the shady side
of what is instead of the beauty of what is or the
sublime essence of what is to come. The func-
tion of art is to uplift — to present mankind
with depictions of ideals toward which to aim.
In contrast to that, we need only take the exam-
ple of modern literature. So much even of that
which has won high critical acclaim is predomi-
nantly a restatement of the violence and the
many moral depravities and psychological ills
which seem to abound among the human race.

In this context, it is also noteworthy that a
poverty of imagination, or creative impulse,
seems to afflict many people in the world today.
Too many among us seem more than content to
accept and use what has already been created,
making no attempt to contribute anything new
from within themselves. This accounts for much
of the so-called “boredom” from which many
people claim to suffer.

Poverty of Spirit

Then there is a type of poverty which most
of us endure to some extent — the poverty asso-
ciated with our various vehicles. Few there are
whose physical and vital bodies are in perfect

working order, whose desire vehicles are under
complete control of the Higher Self, and whose
minds have developed beyond the ability to
manifest what, for want of a better term, might
be called “average human intelligence.” There
are very few renaissance men proficient in a
broad range of subjects.

The most pitiable type of poverty is that of
the Spirit. The Light of Spirit burns in every hu-
man being, but still very, very feebly in many.
Their immersion in material existence is almost
total, and they cannot or will not give credence
to anything beyond the range of their five sens-
es. True, the last decade has seen some startling
changes in this regard, and the next few genera-
tions to return to earthly re-birth most likely
will include many Egos with keen spiritual in-
sight and perception. Nevertheless, the pull of
the material is still too strong on the world
stage. More often than not, material prosperity
indicates spiritual poverty.

Preventing Poverty

If we are going to give so as to prevent pov-
erty, we see that there are many areas in which
to work. Giving of physical things is just the
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beginning. The prevention of all
types of poverty other than, per-
haps, the purely material involves
the giving of ourselves in one way
or another. To prevent loneliness,
obviously, we must give of our
friendship, even if at first the offer
of friendship is rebuffed. The very
people who maintain a “don’t touch
me” attitude with regard to their
fellow men, and who are the most
uncongenial toward them, are the
ones who most need and yearn for
companionship once that surface
veneer of isolation is stripped
away. It is not enough to take the
easy route of friendship with those
with whom we are in accord. We
must also take the extra step — or
many extra steps if need be — in
the direction of Egos who are alone
and lonely. As students of the Rosi-
crucian Philosophy we know very
well that within the most “unlova-
ble” person lies the essence ot the
lovable. We can do much to help
such an Ego bring forth this es-
sence. We must care enough to
make the effort, however, and we
must not be easily discouraged and

He Has a Way

He has a way to bring to pass
All that is good for me;

My Father God, in whom [ trust,
And though I cannot see

The path ahead yet I am sure,
With Him to guide and bless

The problems now that seem so

vast

Will fade to nothingness.

He has'a way and every grief
Will prove an upward lift

If Iin faith bless all and know
That patience is a gift

Which He bestows ‘and as [ wait
And do what lies at hand

His perfect way unfolds and |
With joy will understand.

—Della Adams Leitner

refuse to try again if it does not succeed the first time.

Poverty of Joy

To prevent poverty of joy we must learn to dispense good
cheer wherever we go. This has nothing to do with questiona-
ble jokes, raucous laughter, slapstick behavior, or any other
form of contrived humor. This has to do with the spontaneity
of natural cheerfulness that all Westem Wisdom students, by
virtue of the Teachings — if for no other reason — should feel
within themselves. Naturally we are all subject to “downs” as
well as “ups,” but increasing understanding of the Teachings
should give us cause and foundation for continuing joy. It is
often observed that a little thing like a smile to a passing
stranger can brighten his whole day. If we multiply that by the
many smiles we can give and the many cheerful remarks we
can make during the course of each day, we can easily see how
much “brightening” each one of us alone can give to the
world.

Prevention of the poverty of hope is even more urgent. The
cheerless person, other things being equal, at least continues to
do his work and meet his responsibilities. The desperate per-
son, who sees no hope for either present or future, may get to
the point at which he does nothing. Then regression is his only
alternative. Nothing so congeals the desire currents, making
any kind of action impossible, as do despair and fear.

Under these circumstances, the giving of self is most impor-
tant. The spoken word and the printed page do not easily reach
the person who has succumbed to despair. Words have become
largely meaningless to him. It is now necessary, by action, to
show him that there is every reason for hope and that his situa-
tion, however inauspicious it may seem, can be improved. By
our action, too, we must show him that he can, and must, help
himself rise above his misfortune and make something of him-
self and his life.

Creative Poverty

The best way for us to help against imaginative and creative
poverty is to give the gifts of example and education. Every-
one must develop creative abilities for himself, but as long as
he remains content solely to view, listen to, or use the products
of other people’s musings without making unique efforts of his
own, he will never learn to become a creator. If, by watching
others initiate and produce something new, he finds the pros-
pect of doing the same thing himself appealing, he has taken
the first step in the right direction.

Most young children are innately curious and imaginative.
If permited to indulge their curiosity under circumstances that
are safe, they will soon begin to strengthen imaginative and
creative faculties. If they are constantly inhibited with a chorus
of “don’ts,” or if toys and so-called entertainment are handed
to them ready made, imagination and curiosity gradually be-

80

RAYS 93




come stultified. Re-awakening of these faculties
in adult life is then far from easy.

Gift of Self

The gifts we can give to prevent the poverty
of illness go far beyond the tender, loving care
of the sick. People must be made to understand
the cause of illness, which is violation of natural
law, and encouraged to live pure and righteous
lives in order that they may purify and strength-
en their vehicles. The final effort must come
from within each Ego personally, but we can
provide incentive by the example of our own
lives. Whatever we can do to help handicapped
people achieve in life to the full extent allowed
by their limitations is also very important. Seem-
ing miracles have been wrought by physically
and mentally retarded people lucky enough to
have had encouragement and assistance from
their more fortunate brethren who have cared
enough to help them learn to help themselves.

Enthusiasm

Enthusiasm is a gift with which we should be
particularly lavish. Enthusiasm is contageous,
just as is melancholia. Enthusiasm can help pre-
vent many of the types of poverty which we
have mentioned. Enthusiasm routs despair, in-
duces joy, relieves loneliness by attracting fol-
lowers, and encourages creativity. The more en-
thusiasm we can display for whatever we are do-
ing, the more it is bound to rub off on others. If
our work is worth doing at all, it is worth doing
enthusiastically. How much greater the achieve-
ment and how much lighter the atmosphere in a
room full of enthusiastic people than in a room
full of gloomy ones!

Kindliness, sympathy, courtesy, respect, tol-
erance, patience — all these are gifts we can
give in abundance. They cost nothing, but are a
far more satisfactory offering than things which
money can buy because they are of the substance
of the giver himself. Sometimes, all we can do in
a situation is to be a sympathetic listener, or to
say a kindly word of encouragement. Sometimes
all we can do is be courteous in an atmosphere
of rudeness, or show respect to the divinity with-
in, while others decry the unprepossessing exte-
rior. Sometimes all we can do is tolerate hostility
and say a quiet prayer that the Light may shine
upon the hostile ones. Sometimes all we can do

is be patient — with the times, the customs, the
people, and ourselves.

Always, however, we can give the gift of
love. This is the harvest gift to give consistently,
but the one we must learn to share in fullest
abundance. “Be ye kindly affectioned one to an-
other with brotherly love.” “Let love be without
dissimulation.”

Spiritual poverty, in the final analysis, must
be conquered by each individual Ego within
himself. The living example of those who are be-
ginning to see the Light and who understand its
promise, however, can do much to generate re-
sponse in people not yet so awakened. As those
whose spiritual eyes are opening fill the world
with ever more of the very gifts of self that we
have enumerated, the chorus heralding the joy of
spiritual awakening on the part of millions of
other Egos will begin to swell. The more we give
of the Spirit, the greater will be the response
from the Spirit. It cannot be otherwise. .

Hoarding

Finally, there is a very insidious form of pov-
erty that can afflict every one of us, and has
harmed untold Egos of material and intellectual
bent. That is the poverty that results from hoard-
ing. The more that is tucked away unused, or
used selfishly, the greater the degree of poverty.

The miser so fears want that he hoards all that
he has. The wealthy philanthropist gives of his
wealth, but retains more than enough with which
to enjoy the “good life.” The poor widow gives
her mite and continues to wear her old, thread-
bare coat. Of the three, she is the most richly
blessed.

This is true even more of the gifts of self. The
more of ourselves that we hoard within our-
selves, the more we shut ourselves off from our
contemporaries and turn deaf ears and closed
eyes to their needs, the poorer we become. Only
as we turn outward — giving what we have re-
cieved, sharing what we have learned, building
our creations for others upon the foundations of
our studies, transmuting our sorrow and suffer-
ing into sympathy and compassion for our fellow
men — will we build up the wealth of spiritual
power that will be ours to keep throughout eter-
nity. 0

—Dagmar Frahme
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Mystic Light

Humility

“Christ Washing Peter’s Feet,” Ford Madox Brown (1821-1893), Tate Gallery, London

he less favored, second son of name and shadow of charity, often mistaken for its twin sib-
the institutionalized Christian ling, obedience, humility is the nemesis of the student of the
virtues, content to serve in the occult, whose besetting weaknesses, as described by Max
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Heindel, are pride of intellect and impatience of
restraint.

This writer acknowledges the inner wincing,
the uncomfortable squirming the word humility
may occasion as he rushes to reconfigure his
personal agenda and attitudes that his self-im-
age might pass for humility’s aspect. To change
pronouns, when I succumb to the “conven-
ience” of using sneaky counterfeit for the genu-
ine article, of aping the manner of humility, in a
word, of being a hypocrite, I know that it is this
very dissembling that gives humility a bad
name. Painful as these instances of “putting on”
are, they will not bar me from sharing a few ob-
servations on the subject. False humility would
delight in imputing presumption and insincerity
to such an effort and shaming me into self-
righteous silence. I reject the ploy.

Its arch enemy engages in an unrelenting
public relations campaign to slander and sully
humility’s reputation. The results are impres-
sive, if not discouraging. One is urged to view
humility as pusillanimous, demeaning of God’s
children: “Stand up and be a man, enter into the
fray, fill the breach, abjure that puling, mawkish
piety which is but a cover for cravenness and
fear of risk.” Pride is no dummy. It is worldly
and wants the world for its own. Therefore it is
said.that the children of this world are, in their
generation, wiser than the children of light. And
pride’s captain is called the Prince of this world,
resplendent in apparency, the picture of tempo-
ral accomplishment.

Humility counsels another form of riches and
another form of courage, virtually antithetical in
character. While pride booms and commands,
humility whispers and intimates. Pride’s tri-
umph is at the expense of others who it seeks to
dazzle, delude, and, if necessary, destroy. Hu-
mility gives way to wrath rather than attempting
to overpower it. It relinquishes the high places,
reattributes the credit, spurns the blandishments
of adulation and self-satisfation.

The etymology of humility is instructive. Ul-
timately, it derives from humus, of the earth,
ground, soil. We are reminded that the natural
man, who bears the body of death, is of the

earth, earthy. All that is visible of us is Adam,
“red earth.” Drawn from “dust” it will return to
dust. Even so, it is this rich humus of the physi-
cal body that, through daily experience, enables
us to grow in wisdom and strength. Just as the
humus that is decomposed organic matter

~serves as the fertile seedbed for plants, so the

humus of flesh is the ego’s root in the physical
world where its soul faculties may germinate
and flower, and, through patient, persistent
farming in the fields of daily circumstance, the
grain of understanding may be gleaned and ‘the
fruit of wisdom may be gratefully gathered in.

The archangel Christ is the personification of
humility, the Only Begotten of the Father, the
Regent of the earth’s daystar, Who took upon
Himself the form of a servant and was made in
the likeness of man. It is, perhaps, not without
significance that Christ chose the lowest possi-
ble point on our planet to touch down on. He
stooped down to become human where Jordan
runs into the Dead Sea, 1,400 feet below sea
level. And His descent or humbling continued
through Gethsemene and Golgotha and into
very Hell. He came not to wear a worldly
crown, much to the dismay of Judas and the
Maccabees, but a crown of thorns. He came not
to be exalted, not to astonish with power, but to
exalt mankind and to put a permanent stay to
the use of the sword. He came to submit to the
insolence of physical power that He might dem-
onstrate its ineffectuality in the presence of di-
vine humility: “Thou couldest have no power at
all against me, except it were given thee from
above.”

The three-year ministry of Christ Jesus is a
continuous demonstration of humility, a for-
swearing of the “frontal” use of power that hu-
manity might be drawn up to Him rather than be
kept in their low estate through magical intet-
vention that could have routed diabolical forces,
but left the enfeebled human spirit impover-
ished, vulnerable and eternally dependent.

The first four stages of the Christian initia-
tion are illustrations and exercises in the power
of humility: Increasingly one attains to the pow-
er to endure and overcome all that terrestrial life
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throws in the way of self-transcendence. The Footwashing is
especially illuminating. “If I then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”

He that would be the greatest among you, let him be the
servant of all. One gets by giving. God serves those who serve
others. Those who are self-serving are undeserving and de-
prive themselves of what they seek. They who thrive are the
same who give of their life’s substance. Sacrifice “makes ho-
ly,” whole. What one gives God restores and augments expo-
nentially. That is part of it.

The Footwashing also commemorates another principle.
Because the lower serves the higher, the higher is enabled to
evolve, to be what it is. In washing the feet of His disciples,
Christ Jesus is acknowledging his debt to them. They make
His mission possible. They help to manifest His Being. The
plant kingdom is dependent on the mineral and elemental
world for its being. The animal world requires the plant world
for its survival. An intimate symbiosis exists between carbon
dioxide-expelling, oxygen-inhaling animals and plants, which
breathe in the poisonous gas and liberate life-giving oxygen.
Also, animals cannot easily chelate most elements essential for
life and rely upon plants to work up inorganic into readily as-
similable organic compounds. Humanity is dependent on ani-
mals for work, companionship, security, nourishment, the fer-
tilization of trees and crops by pollen-bearing insects and
birds, for beauty and for wonder.

What the medieval world saw as the great interlocking
chain of being, the integrated kingdoms of planetary and celes-
tial nature, is a nexus of mutually interdependent systems in
which the lower evolves by sacrificing to the higher. As evolv-

"ing earth throws off the moon that it may not be unduly retard-
ed or arrested in its evolution, so mankind has separated from
the “lower” kingdoms that its spiritual progress might be ac-
celerated. But mankind is standing on the shoulders of these
kingdoms and does well to recognize that it is the beneficiary
of their sacrifice. Paracelsus intuited this dependency and in-
terrelationship: “I have observed all beings — plants, animals
— and they seem to me nothing but scattered letters, man be-
ing the word, living and whole.”

What egoity views as humiliation, the spiritual Self regards
as the means of its liberation and fulfillment. For to make, in a
worldly sense, humble, to bring low, is to make, in the spiritu-
al sense, strong. The soul that can be humiliated is the soul
which has not yet become completely humble, for perfect hu-
mility cannot be humiliated; not because it is utterly abased,
but because the pride and insistence on special or deferential
treatment has been quelled and expunged, and one may joyful-

ly greet all events with the absolute
knowledge that God’s will, not the
personal self’s, is being done.

Thus, the Scourging and Crown-
ing With Thorns signify bearing the
contempt of one’s fellows with
equanimity and understanding,
finding the fortitude to endure the
feeling of obliteration. A time
comes when one is rejected as en-
tirely worthless, yet one summons
the courage to remain inwardly up-
right and positive. In the mystic ex-
perience of Crucifixion one regards
the body as a foreign object, as
wood one would bear on the spine
of resolve. In the stations of Chris-
tian initiation, humility allows for
increasing self-extinction and iden-
tification with larger wholes, from
humanity, to the totality of earth, to
the all-embracing beneficent cos-
mic love of Christ.

While for Christ the humbling of
incarnation is a grounding, a de-
scent, for man it is an advancing
and a means of graduating from ig-
norance and weakness. It is the way
to accomplish our high and holy
destiny. Were we not invested in
physical bodies, we could not be-
come self-conscious egos. The de-
sire to deny or depart from it under-
mines our opportunities for spiritu-
al progress. Our guiding assurance
is: “Come unto me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn of me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light”
(Matt11:28-30).

Let us not forget that the meek
are blessed, for they inherit the
earth. They receive it not as a con-
solation prize for self-prostration
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but because the unconditional surrender of self-
ishness to the will of God enables them to fuse
with life and creation as extensions of their be-
ing in a union with their manifest person which
no earthly power can wrest from them. More ful-
ly and promising, they shall inherit the earth
when it shall have become etheric, as described
in the Apocalyptist’s vision: And behold, I saw a
new heaven and a new earth.

As students eager for esoteric wisdom, we do
well to remember that the injunction to be wise
as serpents must carry the safeguard and qualifi-
er of dove-like harmlessness. Humility purges
poisonous self-interest from the hot pursuit of
higher knowledge so that the power inherent in it
is not turned against one’s self or one’s fellows.
Gentleness and scrupulous tact insure against the
abuse of knowledge which, unchecked, is sure to
violate the sanctity of others’ will. Slightly al-
tered, an occult maxim reads, for every step in
esoteric development, take three steps in the de-
velopment of moral character. Defenselessness
is one’s surest protection, for spiritual integrity
is its own defense and is inviolable. Paul’s whole
armor of God comprises the virtues of peace,
faith, and truth (the Word of God), against which
no adverse force avails.

The passage in Philippians (2:7) that speaks
of Christ’s embodiment in Jesus, commonly
translated as He “made himself of no reputation”
in humbling Himself and taking on the form of a
servant, has no counterpart in the Greek original,
which uses the word kenosis or emptying. Christ
gradually emptied Himself of Godhead when He
was on carth. But while He emptied himself,
humbled Himself to be with humanity, humanity
must humble itself of a false pride, of its arro-
gance which is really a baseness, or a baseless
claim on power it does not possess. If a human
empties himself of this error, this being puffed
up, he can receive Christ, is raised up with Him,
first unto the cross, and then into the arms of His
Heavenly Father.

Humility permits reverence. Being voided of
the sense of the personal self, acknowledging
that in ourselves we are nothing, we can be filled
by the Holy Spirit Who can teach us all things,

“till we come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ” (Eph4:13). '

To do justice to humility as a cardinal Chris-
tian virtue, as an unerring aid in finding and stay-
ing on the initiatory path, we are obliged to know
it as a mercy, a gift, a sacramental gate that from
a worldly perspective may be forbiddingly strait,
but which, once entered, opens out onto ampli-
tudes of promise and peace. To put on humility
is to answer the call to be God’s Son and Christ’s
younger brother. Humility knows that by dying
one is born to life eternal. Preconversion Augus-
tine knew and lamented that because he could
not bring himself to die the death, he could not
live the life. The twice-born may say “Death has
no part in me.” One daily demonstrates that aspi-
ration, if not attainment, by defying the lie (of
death’s power, as evinced in fear, guilt and wor-
ry), by ceasing to hold out for contrary Godless
causes, by no longer vying with or pursuing the
ways of the world. “Be ye of good cheer, for I
have overcome the world.” One lets the fires of
passion burn themselves out in a self-imposed
purgatory where no substance can feed the wan-
ing flames. Here humility is the submission to
ultimate correction. One insists on nothing but
what is given by God through Christ, which is
nothing less than the Kingdom.

Humility transfigures mortal consciousness
and gives wings to incorruptible spirit. Behold
the handmaid of the Lord. Be it unto me even as
Thou woulds’t. I lay down my life that I might
take it up for ever. I listen in the tumult. T lay low
as grandiose purposes convoke the day’s proud
transactions. I wait even while I work, while
around me the air is buffeted by a million doings.
Renew my courage to be humble. For in that soil
Thy Word will flourish. In that manger Thy Son
is born. a

—Charles Weber
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Mystic Light

The Mission of the Rosicrucian Fellowship
and the Duty of its Members

66 Our own soul growth depends
upon the share we have in

the growth of the movement where-
with we have connected ourselves,
and it is therefore expedient that we
should realize thoroughly what the
mission of the Rosicrucian Fellow-
ship is.” (Teachings of an Initiate,
pages 34-35)

About this subject, Max Heindel

tells us that “the object of the Rosi-
crucian Fellowship has been clearly
stated in our literature, as have the
means whereby it is hoped to attain
the end in view.” (Gleanings of a
Mystic, page 180)
_ Let’s look at what Max Heindel
communicates to us about what the
Elder Brothers would like the Rosi-
crucian Fellowship to be:

“When we entered the Temple
some time was devoted to an inter-
view with my Teacher alone, and in
it he outlined the work of the Fel-
lowship as the Brothers would wish
to have it carried out. The keynote
of it all was to refrain from organi-
zation, if possible, or at least to
make organization as loose as we
could. It was pointed out that no
matter how good the intentions
may be in the beginning, as soon as
position and power are created
which may gratify the vanity of
men, the temptation proves too
great for the majority, and in the

measure that the free will of members is interfered with, the
object of the Rosicrucian Order, to foster individuality and
self-reliance, is defeated. Laws and bylaws are limitations,
and for that reason there should be as few as possible. The
Teacher even thought that it would be possible to get along
without any at all.

“It is in line with this policy that I had printed upon our
letterheads, ‘An International Association of Christian Mys-
tics’; for there is a vast difference between an association that
is entirely voluntary and an organization which binds its
members by oaths, pledges, etc. Those who have taken the
Obligation as probationers in the Rosicrucian Fellowship
know that that obligation is a promise to themselves and not
to the Rosicrucian Order.” (Teachings of an Initiate, pages
150-151)

In his written works, Max Heindel defines very well the
mission of the Rosicrucian Fellowship and uses different
ways to define it. We may read in Teachings of an Initiate,
page 38:

“It is, then, the mission of the Rosicrucian Fellowship to
promulgate a combined doctrine of the head and the heart,
which is the only true wisdom, for no teaching that lacks ei-
ther of these complements can really be called wise, any
more than we can strike a chord of music on one string.”

Further, in Gleanings of a Mystic, pages 181-182:

“The multitude is slowly moving in the right direction as
led by the different churches, but there is an ever growing
class that, so to speak, feels the wings of the soul body
sprouting, people who feel an inner urge to take the Kingdom
of God by storm. Though unaware of any definite ideal, they
sense a greater truth and a more certain light than those
which the church radiates; they are tired of parables and long
to learn the underlying facts at the very feet of Christ.

“The Rosicrucian Fellowship was started for the purpose
of reaching this class, to show them the way to illumination,
to help them build their soul body and evolve the soul powers
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which will enable them to enter consciously in-
to the Kingdom of God and obtain first-hand
knowledge.” .

On page 186 of the same book, we read:

“To aid deserving aspirants, still deeper and
more definite teachings are given by the Elder
Brothers through the Rosicrucian Fellowship.”

In the other books by Max Heindel are other
texts on the very same subject. As noted, our
own soul growth depends upon the share we
have in the growth of the movement wherewith
we have connected ourselves. Now let’s see
what Max Heindel is suggesting to us about
this:

“The Rosicrucian Fellowship as an organiza-
tion depends on the units, and if we are to make
spiritual progress, then the burden must be tak-
en up by every one among us. We must become
more faithful, more earnest, more devoted to the
ideals that have been given by the Elder Broth-
ers.” (Letters to Students, page 123)

“Christ said: ‘Let him who would be the
greatest among you be the servant of all.” The
worth of a man is measured by his services to
the community. The same is true of an associa-
tion; but, being a composite body, its efficiency
as a whole depends upon the interest and enthu-
siam of individual members. We are all under
obligation to the Elder Brothers for the light we
have received. It is our sacred duty to let that
light shine so that others may share our great
privilege (not disregarding other duties), and I
therefore solicit your personnal aid in making a
systematic campaign to promulgate the Rosicru-
cian teachings more widely during the coming
year.” (Letters to Students, page 68)

“Has it ever occurred to you to inquire, my
dear friend, what binds you to this Fellowship?
You know there are no outward bonds, that you
have taken no oath of allegiance, and that you
have not been intrusted with any secrets. What
then constitutes the Fellowship of - which. ‘we
speak? It cannot be the teachings, for they are
open to the whole world and are-assented to by
many who have not requésted that they be en-
rolled as students. Neither is it the enrollment as
a student which creates the inner bond, for

many study only to benefit themselves and have
no fellowship with the rest of us. Rather, it is
the service which we perform and the earnest-
ness wherewith we practice the teachings and
become living examples to the world of that
brotherly love which Christ spoke of as the ful-
fillment of all commandments.” (Letters to Stu-
dents, pages 13-14)

“Students should also realize that a serious
responsibility goes with the possession of
knowledge; “to whom much is given, of him
much shall be required.” If we hide or bury our
‘talent,” may we not expect a merited condem-
nation? The Rosicrucian Fellowship can only
fulfill its mission in so far as each member does
his duty in spreading the teachings, and there-
fore it is to be hoped that this may serve to call
the attention of the student to the fact of his in-
dividual duty.” (Teachings of an Initiate, page
59)

To conclude, we may say that the more the
members of the Rosicrucian Fellowship develop
themselves in a right way, the more the Fellow-
ship will also develop itself. Therefore, as mem-
bers, it is our duty to take part in the life of the
Fellowship in striving to live the life as Christ
lived it. Let us strive to make shine our light
around us. Then we will be able to reach our
goal just as the Rosicrucian Fellowship shall
reach its goal.,

And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband,
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God.

(Revelation 21:2-3)
)
—Christophe Gendre
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Mystic Light

Mindful of the
God Within

“I n God we live and move and
have our being.” (Acts
17:28) “Know ye not that your
bodies are temples of the living
God and that the Spirit of God
abideth in you?” ( Cor. 3:16)

Even the Mystic, who has this
realization, does not always live by
it. Most of us who are endeavoring
to live the higher life know that we
are all a part of God — that God
lives within our very beings and
that we do not need to search for
Him because He is with us always.
Yet in spite of this knowledge, how
often do we feel that God has for-
saken or forgotten us? How often
do we complain that the burden is
too great and the demands of living
a spiritual life too many? How of-
ten do we lose our tempers or feel
indignation? When these and simi-
lar instances occur, God is still
within us, but we have harshly and
cruelly shut the door in His face.
We pray for His help and ask for
His assistance, while at the same
time shutting Him off within our-
selves.

Christ said that “all things are
possible to him who believes.” If
we know and believe with all our
hearts and souls that God dwells
within us, then truly all things are
possible, because for God all things
are possible. Christ came to show

—",

the Way, and when He is born or awakened within us and our
lives are patterned after His, we are truly on our way to real-
izing our God potential.

It is beyond the scope of human understanding to know
what the religion of the Father will be like. We do know,
however, what the religion of the Son should be like, and if
we wish to advance on the path of holiness, we would do
well to follow very closely in His steps. Let us remember that
whenever we complain or become angry, whenever we speak
harshly, critically, or cruelly, whenever we think of ourselves
as being better or holier than others, whenever we are lazy in
regard to serving others — in short, whenever we lose sight
of our ideal — we are denying the existence of God within
our hearts.

Conversely, we declare the Glory within us whenever we
do that which is Christ-like. To students of the Rosicrucian
Philosophy, that which is Christ-like is “loving, self-forget-
ting service.” The dictionary defines service as: “the perfor-
mance of labor for the benefit of another.” “Loving” means
that the service is done whole-heartedly, and with pleasure,
honor, and humility. “Self-forgetting” means that it is done
because it needed doing and not because we will obtain soul-
growth.

We should always try to remember the words, “let us en-
deavor each day to forget the often unprepossessing exteriors
of our brothers and seek to serve the divine essence hidden
within, which is the basis of Fellowship.” 0

—Dee Noel
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Max Heindel’'s Message

The Little Things

he great things in the Kingdom of God, such as the

marching orbs in the sky at enormous distances from us,
are something wonderful to our minds. Each one moves with
an exactness that brings it to a certain point in its orbit at a
certain calculable time. It is good to meditate upon these won-
ders of the sky, because they inspire awe in our breasts. They
show us the greatness of the Creator.

But as we move about the Earth here, we pass, with unsee-
ing eyes, things that are a great deal more wonderful, things
that should bring to our minds a greater awe for the Creator of
this universe. It is in the little things that the wonderful wis-
dom of God equally shines forth — things that we see many
times but whose real importance we do not ordinarily perceive
in our lives.

The telescope has revealed to us suns at such enormous dis-
tances that the figures convey no meaning to the ordinary
mind. The microscope has revealed, in the other direction,
things that are even more wonderful. Therefore, it might be
well to take for our meditation some of those things which we
usually pass by and see what lessons there are to be learned
from the little things in the kingdom of God.

Let us take, for example, the faculties of man compared
with those of various lesser beings in Nature. Man, as we see
him now, looks upon himself, and justly so, as the lord of
creation. He is the highest creature in the universe that we see
about us, and he is the highest among the kingdoms that we
can ordinarily perceive with our five senses . But among the
lesser beings are those whose faculties in a way are much
more wonderful, though they have not all that we have.

We can only move at the speed of a few miles an hour; we
tire very easily. When we sail the ocean, we see a little bird
flying beside the ship at the same speed that it is going, untir-
ingly, and with seemingly little effort. Go further down the
scale and look at the swift flight of insects. See them move
along by the side of a train at a speed of sixty miles an hour.

We can readily see that if we had a
relative speed in proportion to our
size, we could compass this Earth
in a few minutes.

Let us go in imagination to Af-
rica and watch the white ants
there. Could we build our houses
and buildings of a relatively pro-
portional size and strength, we
should have domes towering from
the Earth towards the sky about
5,000 feet, and we should walk
through gates many times higher
than our church spires. If we could
do these things that the lesser crea-
tures do, how great we should be
in many ways.

Had we the voice of the ordi-
nary canary expanded in propor-
tion to our size, it would not be
difficult for us to reach a great au-
dience; we should have a voice
that would be so powerful that it
could be heard above the din of
battle. If we had a body relatively
as tough as that of many creatures
that are only about a quarter of an
inch in diameter, we should be
able to withstand the shot of all the
armies of the Earth.

The lesser creatures, as we go
down the scale of evolution, have
faculties which we partially lack.
Man has received many great
things at the hand of the Creator;
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The Tests of Inltlatlon

_: T he candxdate for Initiation very often docs
not know that he 'is'a candidate. Usually he

_ is simply living the spiritual life of service to
his fellow men because that is the only life

that appeals to him, and he has no ulterior
“thought or object in so doing. But neverthe-

less he is being tested and tried all the time
~‘unconsciously to himself, for that is part of
the process. No candidate is ever taken into
an Initiation chamber and tried or tested; the

tests come in the daily life and in the small

things which are seemingly very unimpor-
- tant but really of prime significance, for if a

man cannot be faithful in little things, how

could he ever be expected to be falthful in
the great?

‘Furthermore, the Elder Brothers of hu-
‘manity, who have charge of this work with
‘respect to their younger brothers, are always
sure to pick out a man’s most vulnerable
point, because if he is tried and tempted and
falls, this serves to call his attention to the
weakness in his character, and thus he has an
opportunity of correcting it which he would
not have if temptation were not placed be-
fore him. So the tests are not wholly made
for the purpose of seeing whether he would
keep the trust, but also for the purpose of
giving him the chance to strengthen his
weak points. The tests are therefore never
the same in the case of any two candidates,
for what would be a temptation to one would
pass the other absolutely without making
any impression upon him whatever.
~ Through alife of unselfish service and

through the strength gained by passing the
various tests, the candidate weaves the gold-
en garment of the soul body which prepares
himto enter the invisible worlds, and the
process of Initiation consists then in simply
showing him how to make use of the power
which he has accumulated within himself by
his own work. But no one can initiate any-
one else unless he has the power within, any
more than an empty shell can be exploded.

for instance, his mental powers and his spiritual
faculties. He has evolved them during a long
journey through matter. But the little creatures
that we usually look down upon have faculties
in a wonderful measure also. Consider the sight
of an eagle; at a distance at which an object is
imperceptible by the human eye, the eagle will
spy its prey, follow the direction that the eye
points out, and invariably catch its quarry.

And so in every direction that we look in the
animal kingdom, among the small as well as the
great, we find faculties given to the lower crea-
tures in a measure that we do not possess. Is not
a God Who has endowed the little ant with a
power of resistance and a capability of resisting
injury such as has already been described also
capable of giving us a resisting nature that is not
as easily hurt as our present bodies are, the bod-
ies of which we think so much? When we have
fitted ourselves for greater powers, we shall
surely have them,

Let us look upon the little things of the Earth
in another respect. They are God’s work. Look
at the bottom of the great deep. Millions un-
countable of little bodies lie there, piled on top
of one another. They accumulate until at last
they reach the surface and form what we know
as coral islands. Off the coast of Australia little
animals which we speak of as coral have built a
reef a thousand miles long, and so wonderfully
strong and well constructed that it protects the
coast from the onslaught of the waves. These
little things work slowly; it takes ages and ages
for them to finish their work, and yet they do
more to change the face of the Earth than do
earthquake and volcano, and they work at the
bidding of God. Such are the missions of the lit-
tle things, and we find that everywhere God
works through them. He manifests not only in
the great orbs in the sky but also in the most mi-
nute things. When we look upon the Sahara
Desert, we see that it is the bottom of an ocean
of a bygone day, and that there are in its sand
the shells of minute creatures.

These little things all play their part in the
economy of Nature. They are perfect, each one
in its class. Then what better can we do than im-
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itate God in this as in all other mat-
ters? What better can we do than to
imitate the perfection of the little
things? The longest journey that we
take is a succession of steps. The
swiftest traveler can take but one
step at a time, but his progress de-
pends on how each step is made.
Every life is a succession of acts,
and those acts are links in a chain
which is the result of character. If
there is one little link not as perfect
as it ought to be, then the whole
chain is weakened accordingly.

Therefore, it is of the greatest necessity that we should look
to the little things in life. It is not for us to wait day by day,
thinking of what we will do at some future time when we shall
have attained great and glorious faculties; but it is for us to do
the little things that lie at our door day by day, ever looking for
the opportunities that are always near. These are the little
things that build character, these are the little things that go to
make a grand and glorious life and fit us for rhe possession of
greater faculties than we now have.

It cannot be too often reiterated that we are not to expect
anything more than we have at present until we have fitted
ourselves for the possession of greater faculties. And how can
we fit ourselves for anything greater if we do not use that
which we now have? O
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W ithin the pages of this little volume are to be found some of the most priceless
gems of Esoteric Christianity — the result of spiritual investigations made by that inspired
and illumined seer, Max Heindel. The various important steps in the life of Christ Jesus
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Studies in the Cosmo-conception

This department is devoted to a study of The Rosicrucian Philosophy by the Socratic Method, the material being taken
from The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception by Max Heindel. A catalog of our publications is available on request.

Living Our Purgatory Here and Now

Question: Of what benefit is foreknowledge of
Purgatory?

Answer: There is an inestimable benefit in
knowing about the method and object of purga-
tion after death, because we are thus enabled to
forestall it by living our Purgatory here and now
day by day, thus advancing much faster than
otherwise would be possible.

Question: How is this done?

Answer: Tt is done by faithfully practicing an
exercise, the object of which is purification as
an aid to the development of spiritual sight. It
consists of thinking over the happenings of the
day after retiring at night.

Question: Is a particular method followed?
Answer: We review each incident of the day, in
reverse order, taking particular note of the moral
aspect, considering whether we acted rightly or
wrongly in each particular case regarding ac-
tions, mental attitude, and habits.

Question: How does this practice relate to Pur-
gatory?

Answer: By thus judging ourselves day by day,
endeavoring to correct mistakes and wrong ac-
tions, we shall materially shorten or perhaps
even eliminate the necessity for Purgatory and
be able to pass to the First Heaven directly after
death.

Question: Are there other benefits?

Answer: Yes. If in this manner we consciously
overcome our weaknesses, we also make a very
material advance in the school of evolution.
Even if we fail to correct our actions, we derive
an immense benefit from judging ourselves,
thereby generating aspirations toward good,
which in time will surely bear fruit in right ac-
tion.

Question: Do we note only our wrong actions
in this review?

Answer: By no means. In reviewing the day’s
happenings and blaming ourselves for wrong,
we should not forget to approve impersonally of
the good we have done and determine to do still

better. In this way we enhance the good by ap-

proval as much as we abjure the evil by blame.
Question: Are there other aids in relation to
Purgatory?

Answer: Repentance and reform are also pow-
erful factors in shortening the purgatorial exis-
tence, for Nature never wastes effort in useless
processes.

Question: How do these operate?

Answer: When we realize the wrong of certain
habits or acts in our past life and determine to
eradicate the habit and to redress the wrong
committed, we are expunging the pictures of
them from the subconscious memory and they
will not be there to judge us after death.
Question: What occurs if it is not possible to
redress a wrong?

Answer: Even though we are unable to make
restitution for a wrong, the sincerity of our re-
gret will suffice. Nature does not aim to “get
even,” or to take revenge. Recompense may be
given to our victim in other ways.

Question: How far-reaching are the benefits of
this practice?

Answer: Much progress ordinarily reserved for
future lives will be made by the man who thus
takes time by the forelock, judging himself and
eradicating vice by reforming his character. This
practice is earnestly recommended. It is perhaps
the most important teaching in the present work.

)
—Ref., Cosmo-Conception, pp. 110-112.
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Western Wisdom Bible Study

The New Relationships

While he yet talked to the people, behold, his
mother and his brethren stood without, desiring
to speak with him.

Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother
and thy brethren stand without, desiring to
speak unto thee.

But he answered and said unto him that told
him, Who is my mother? and who are my breth-
ren?

And he stretched forth his hand toward his
disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my
brethren!

For whosoever shall do the will of my Father
which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and
sister, and mother. — Matthew 12:46-50.

ere Christ Jesus teaches the lesson of right
human relationships based on the essential
oneness of all living things.

Prior to the coming of Christ as indwelling
Planetary Spirit of the Earth, the idea of separ-
ateness held sway — separateness of individu-
als, of families, of clans and tribes, and of na-
tions. Conflicting interests growing out of this
selfishness and feeling of separateness led to the
wars and bloodshed that exist even to the present
time. But as stated in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception:

“Christ came to prepare the way for the
emancipation of humanity from the guidance of
the differentiating Race and Family Spirits, and
to unite the human family in One Universal
Brotherhood.

“He taught that ‘Abraham ’s seed’ referred to
the bodies only, and called their attention to the
fact that before Abraham lived (the) ‘I’ — the
Ego — was in existence. The threefold individu-
al Spirit had its being long before all tribes and
races, and it will remain when they have passed
away and even the memory of them is no more.

“The threefold Spirit in man, the Ego, is the

God within, whom the personal, bodily man
must learn to follow. Therefore did Christ say
that, to be His disciple, a man must forsake all
that he had. His teaching points to the emancipa-
tion of the God within. He calls upon man to ex-
ercise his prerogative as an individual and rise
above family, tribe, and nation. Not that he is to
disregard kin and country. He must fulfill all du-
ties, but he is to cease identifying himself with
part and must recognize an equal kinship with
all the world. That is the ideal given to mankind
by Christ.”

“There is much foolish, even dangerous talk
of giving up the Self to the Not-Self; only when
we have cultivated a ‘Self’ can we sacrifice our-
selves and give up the Self to the WHOLE. So
long as we can only love our own family or na-
tion we are incapable of loving others. We are
bound by the tie of kin and country. When we
have burst the tie of blood and asserted our-
selves and become self-sufficient may we be-
come unselfish helpers of humanity. When a
man has reached that stage he will find that, in-
stead of having lost his own family, he has
gained all the families in the world, for they will
have become his sisters and brothers, his fathers
and mothers to care for and help.”

Family relationships will continue for centu-
ries to come, but already the tie of blood is be-
coming less binding among the most advanced
peoples of the world. Each year, as the unifying
power of the Christ becomes stronger and urges
all humanity toward the higher ideals of selfless-
ness and service to others, there is an increase in
the number of those who recognize the unity of
each with all and strive to live as brothers to all
other humans. Through the great Love Power of
Christ Universal Brotherhood is being accom-
plished. m

BXGEEBDSo
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from the words of Christ in the gospel of Matthew |,
— King James Version. )

Put the missing words in <brackets> into the
puzzle. (Answets on page 124.)

1.

9.
10.
11

12
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

25.
26.

217.
28.
29.

. Thou oughtest therefore to have <26 down> my

. Some fell upon <2 acress> places, where they had T [

. which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about,

. And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he

and nine which went not astray.
. But let your communication be, Yea, <5 down>; Nay,

. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be

CROSSWORD PUZZLE:
CHRIST’S WORDS FROM MATTHEW

1l the words in this crossword puzzle come

He also that received seed among the thoms is he that ! ! ! ¥
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh <1 down>.

money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I
should have received mine own with <1 across>.

not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of earth. nooqn ]

and digged a winepress in it, and built a <3 down>,
and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far m
country.

rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the <4 down>

nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

not <6 down> for us and you: but go ye rather to r A
them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

. Have ye not read, that he which made them at the

beginning made them male and <7 across>.
For in the resurrection they neither <8 down>, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.
And it came to pass, when Jesus had <9 down> these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine.

for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long <10 across> in
sackcloth and ashes.

then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor <11 across> shall be.

They say unto him, Ceasar’s. Then saith he unto them, <12 across> therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God
the things that are God’s.

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem,; for it is the city of the great <13 across>.

And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and <13 down> another, and stoned another.

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray <14 across>.
And he <15 down> his mouth, and taught them, saying.

And their <16 down> were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it.

And Jesus stood <17 across>, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto you?

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him <18 down>.

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and <19 down> all things.

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in <20 across>.

Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an <21 acroess> man, reaping where thou hast
not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strowed.

Take <22 across> that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in
heaven.

And when the time of the fruit <23 down> near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits.

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see,
and shall <24 across> perceive.

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, <25 across>: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Then said Jesus unto his desciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and <27 across> me.

If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have <28 across> in heaven: and come and follow
me.
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Astrology

Sweetheart of the World

ould anyone who lived through the Great Depression of

the 1930s deny that some of his or her most pleasant
memories center around sweet little Shirley Temple? For four
of those years she was America’s most popular movie star;
for the others, close to number one. FDR — one of the many
world leaders and luminaries she got to know personally —
said: “When the spirit of the people is lower than at any other
time during this Depression, it is a splendid thing that for just
15 cents, an American can go to a movie and look at the smil-
ing face of a baby and forget his troubles.”! Truly, that spirit-
lifting charm of hers reassured millions that truth, goodness,
and beauty were alive and well. Neptune dominating from the
9th house endowed her with that inspiring, exquisite essence.

Yet this warmer and stealer of
hearts was also of very tangible
help to multitudes: she not only
quadrupled her family’s income,
saved a studio and a bank from go-
ing under, but by swelling movie
attendance (she starred in over 40
films), Shirley Temple dolls, toys,
and trinkets manufactured by the
millions, she provided income for
thousands and may have eased the
Depression more than anyone else.
The closest tie between her chart
and that of the U.S. is that of her
Pluto (located in her house of big
business and joint resources) on
the Cancer conjunction in the
U.S.’s 2nd house of finances. Be-
cause her films and by-products
were exported, no doubt there was
a ripple effect abroad. Taureans
are born to make a practical con-
tribution; Shirley Temple surely
did.

THE LAMENT

Saturn in her 1st house and the
Dragon’s Tail halfway between it
and the Ascendant makes for a
strong Saturnian influence. Per-
sons with Saturn close to the As-
cendant generally come into this
incarnation after a difficult birth.
Her’s not only was a “nine-hour
labor,” but 20 years later her
mother still had to have corrective
surgery.? The esoteric meaning of
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a difficult birth is that the incoming ego has
chosen this incarnation to expiate karmic debt.
It would not be an easy life, hence the ego
shrinks back, as it were, in hesitation.3

What? One so universally admired a difficult
incarnation? The pressures on child stars, espe-
cially gitls, are unbelievable; that’s why many
of them have a hard time handling adulthood
and turn to drink, drugs, and other escape mech-
anisms. Mrs. Shirley Temple Black discreetly
writes that in her teen years the “serpents...
(were) more challenging than angels.” The
book’s jacket proclaims that even from the age
of three, when she began acting, it was often in
exploitive films directed and produced by some
abusive studio executives. But Shirley’s talent
and perseverance could not be thwarted.”

The millions she was earning as a child were
supposed to be kept in a trust fund until maturi-
ty. Yet on reaching it, she found out that much
of it had been squandered by the one entrusted
with her finances: Saturn, ruler of her 2nd house
of earnings, is retrograde, close to the South
Node, in hard aspect to Pluto; she was deprived
of the fruit of much of her labor. Eight of her
planets (Mars not technically, but influence-
wise) are in the western half of the chart; her
destiny would largely be in others’ hands; it
was. Though a native of the “money sign,” she
took it with remarkable resignation.

THE LOVE

Her most heavily tenanted house is the 5th,
making her an ardent giver and seeker of love.?
Too, Taurus is ruled by Venus of love. She
loved Venus-ruled music and art, also sweet
things to eat! Had it not been for her mother’s
love and devotion, she could not possibly have
become a great star. Mrs. Temple labored with
her lovingly and long. The Moon represents the
mother, here it is in the 7th house of the public:
her mother most devotedly prepared for and al-
so protected her from it; the lunar orb being in
the last degree indicates the great lengths to
which she went.

Dominant Neptune is co-ruler of the 4th
house of mother; her mother constantly hovered
over her. The other co-ruler, Jupiter, also ruler
of the chart, augments the potential of her clus-
ter in energetic Aries, joined by Mars of energy
by mutual reception: maternal love was the very

catalyst of her energy. Few mothers have ever
thus given themselves to their children. Repeat-
edly in her autobiography Shirley acknowledges
the debt; the book is lovingly dedicated to her;
its last words, “Thanks. mom.”

Her wise mother prepared herself for a super
child before birth. She ate lots of raw carrots,®
listened to much good music, read uplifting
books, visited museums, etc., to expose the un-
born to as many positive “sounds and sensa-
tions” as possible.“It was her mystical, Teutonic
conviction that noble thoughts, beautiful sights,
and pleasant sounds could somehow imprint
themselves directly on her child, a prenatal
blitzkrieg.””

THE LABOR

Not every child, even with best of methods
and management, could have achieved what
Santa Monica’s most famous did. She was an
old soul; such are drawn to mothers who pre-
pare as meticulously as Mrs.Temple. The extra-
Saturnian planets angular or prominent and in-
teracting with the others, a strong Mercury and
Saturn — all indicate that she was far advanced
in Life’s Great School.® Surely John Keats was
right that “beauty is truth, truth beauty.” Her
performance was genuine, no put-on: expansive
Jupiter is conjunct her Venus of beauty, which
rules her 6th house work.

Children normally have a short attention
span. To spend hours after school learning lines
(instead of playing with other children) and
having to redo scenes as often as a dozen times
because of others’ faults — can bigger demands
be placed on a little girl, to say nothing of rude-
ness — and worse — experienced from co-
workers? Adults have cracked under less pres-
sure; how was Shirley able to survive all this?

THE LIGHT

Pluto strong in its own natural house and
decan and ruler of the 12th house or hidden sus-
tainment; the Sun not only ruler of the 9th
house of the higher mind but also there by sols-
tice point and in very close conjunction with
Neptune — she had spiritual resources. She was
brought up in traditional “orthodox™ back-
ground; attended a school where religion was
taught; she loved to read Bible stories.!? But in
her late teens, when major troubles appeared,
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she embarked on a search of her
own and was drawn to a New Age
group. What intrigued her most,
she noted, “was its transcendental
approach to human problems, of
which I had my share.”!! She also
praises the astrologer who did her
chart, tells of a studio whose sched-
ule was determined by stellar
movements, and notes in amuse-
ment that the head of a big nation
who had invited her for a visit as-
cribed his success to his clairvoyant
powers. 12

THE LEGACY

Doesn’t it seem strange, per-
haps, to find Virgo on the famous
actress’ M.C.? Wouldn’t Leo or Pi-
sces be more appropriate? Really?
But isn’t acting, in the final analy-
sis, largely concerned with things
of that sign, minute details, know-
ing exactly what to say and do and
how and when.!3

Virgo is also the sign of purity.
Not only was it the sheer charm of
unsullied innocence that won her
world-wide adulation as a child,
but as an adolescent actress she had
to defend it by fight and flight.

Above all, Virgo is the sign of
service. When she began acting at
three (her ruler, Jupiter, by primary
progression, came conjunct Mercu-
ry ruler of her M.C. of career and
Descendant of her public), it was
not for gold or glory, but to please
— to serve — her mother, who she
loved most dearly.!* Later, she
served her country in various ways,
at the U.N., as ambassador, etc. She
was in films only 19 years; in 1988
she attained that same length of
time in the service of her country.
For her “distinguished contribu-
tions” she was appointed “First
Honorary Foreign Service Officer
in the nation’s history. ” Her M.C.
sign is also that of perfection.

She always cheerfully, lovingly,

did her very best in all she undertook. Giving one’s genuine
best to every task,in the spirit of love — can mortals do more?

u.-nuu,_-"

14.

m
—A Probationer

. Child Star, Shirley Temple Black, p. 59.

. Shirley Temple Black, op. cit., p. 427.

- Astrology: A Cosmic Science, Isabel M. Hickey, p. 179.

. Shirley Temple Black, op. cit., p. 366.

. The American Book of Nutrition and Medical Astrology,

Eileen Mauman, pp. 32, 33.

- In his most enlightening Dick Gregory’s Natural Diet for

Folks Who Eat: Cooking With Mother Nature, the author
highly recommends raw carrot juice for expectant and
nursing mothers.

. Shirley Temple Black, op. cit., pp. 4, 5. No wonder she

gave birth to a super baby, for “to a woman who learns to
surround herself and fill her consciousness with only the
good, the beautiful and the true, an unworthy ego cannot
come; the strength of her love and aspiration will draw to
her, unerringly, one who is worthy of her ideals.” The New
Age Bible Interpretation, Volume IV, The New Testament,
Part I, Corinne Heline, p. 91.

. The Astrology of Human Relationships, Sakoian & Acker,

p. 40; Isabel M. Hickey, op. cit., pp. 130, 274.

. People, Summer 1991 Special Edition, p. 27.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Shirley Temple Black, op. cit., pp. 183, 300-302.
Shirley Temple Black, op cit., p. 421.
Shirley Temple Black, op. cit., pp. 330, 363, 372.

Greta Garbo and Sophia Loren have the Sun in Virgo, also
Shirley Booth and Van Johnson; Marlene Dietrich and
Katharine Hepburn have the Moon therein; Lucille Ball
and Charlton Heston Mercury — all famous actors. See
Astrology, The Divine Science, Moore and Douglas, pp.
112, 114, 115; also My World of Astrology, Sydney
Omarr, pp. 214, 215.

Children who “expend themselves in selfless service for
the good of all mankind... are the old souls, the great
souls, the highly evolved, the spiritually advanced.” As-
trology for Parents of Children & Teenagers, Joan Qui-
gley, p. 2.
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Uranus:
The Spiritual Awakener

he dynamic, transcendent planet Uranus is known in as-

trological parlance as The Awakener of the Christ Within
Man. 1f one is attuned to its high vibration, then Uranus lifts
the consciousness into the World of Life Spirit where the
Christ Within meets the Christ Without. In this way, Uranus
transcends materiality. This occurs when the progressed
Uranus forms a conjunction with the natal ascendant of the
horoscope. Since it takes 84 years for Uranus to circumscribe
the chart, this aspect may never transpire within the native’s
span of life. However, students of the Western Wisdom
Teachings are given certain exercises to perform which will
aid in cultivating the Christ Within. And, as Max Heindel has
said, “Loving, self-forgetting service to others is the shortest,
the safest and the most joyful road to God.”

Uranus demands freedom of thought, not bound by creeds
and dogmas and release from the crystallization of outmoded
ways of doing things. It fosters the principle of epigenesis in
man, which is the ability to create something entirely new in
the life, something not bound by karma. This is equivalent to
genius. The return of Uranus to its natal position in the horos-
cope indicates genius in the native. Also, trine aspects to
Uranus promote genius along various lines of endeavor.

Uranus is the higher octave of the planet Venus, endowing
us with altruism, provided we can respond to its high vibra-
tion. Through altruism, a second spinal cord is forged by
transmuting the lower love nature upward to the brain. This
will have dominion over the sympathetic segment of the
present spinal cord and the left cerebral hemisphere now ruled
by the planet Mars and the Lucifer Spirits.

The Sun, by precession of the equinoxes, takes 2100 years
to traverse one sign of the zodiac. The present Piscean Age
will end around the year 2600 A.D. and the Aquarian Age
will begin about the same time; but we are already feeling its
influence in our lives. Uranus is said to rule the sign Aquari-
us, as well as the Ethers. The keyword of Uranus is, altruism,
which expands the love nature to include all of humanity in
its embrace, leading us away from separateness and self-inter-

&%

Q '
est to unity and cooperation with
others. When we are able to rise to
these noble ideals and lofty aspira-
tions, we shall make “the father-
hood of God and the brotherhood
of man” a reality in our world. As
Thomas Payne so beautifully ex-
pressed it, “The world is my coun-
try, and to do good is my relig-
ion.”

One of the keywords of Aquari-
us is “T know.” In the New Age we
will all know that “the Lord, He is
God.” a

—Jacqueline Gould
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News Perspectives

It Happens Every March

In Ireland, North America and many other parts of the

world, sons and daughters of Hibernia mark the birth of
St. Patrick, who is said to have brought Christianity to the
Emerald Isle, by marching and proudly displaying the tradi-
tional green.! It surely is the right color; astrologically Ireland
is under the sign Taurus, whose gem is the emerald.? It’s a
good time for a parade all right; also those not Irish have
something to celebrate — winter’s end.

Esotericists have a good reason to commemorate March 17
too. Another great champion of truth was born that day, Jo-
seph of Arimathea,? of whom we read that he laid the body of
the Christ after the crucifixion in a sepulchre.* Western Wis-
dom literature, as well as other sources, fill us in on the rest of
his life: “Accompanied by other Christian Initiates — among
them Mary Magdalene — he set sail across the Mediterranean
and carried the torch of the great new spiritual light first into
Gaul (France) and then into Britain where he founded the Ab-
bey of Glastonbury.”

Why did they travel so far? History may glibly inform us
that at the time the Pax Romana (Roman peace) “prevailed”
in the Mediterranean world, but this does not mean there were
no robbers or pirates around. Too, sailing on such long trips
was risky because of the weather.®

Besides, in the first century A.D. the Pax Romana did not
extend to Britain. The previous century the Romans under no
less than Julius Cesar had tried to conquer that island. Now,
begun under Emperor Claudius, they would spend decades
trying to subdue it, despite fierce opposition by Queen Boadi-
cea. Also France was not wholly pacified; Vercingetorix had
not been the only “resistance fighter.” But England certainly
was in turmoil. If Joseph of Arimathea wanted to spread the
light, it would have been much safer to go to other places
closer to home; why venture so far?

One may be sure they did not blindly stumble into France
and England; they knew the great hazards they were facing.
There must have been a compelling reason. “Christian Ini-
tiates” do not undertake things of life and death import with-
out good reason.

There can be no doubt concern-
ing this: their message would have
to be taken to Western Europe.
Obviously, England was their real,
eventual goal. But why venture
with the gospel to that distant isle
with its fierce inhabitants?” Could
it have been because England
eventually was to control one-
fourth of the world?

Admittedly, England did build a
huge empire, the biggest in historic
times; how much poorer the world
would have been had it not basi-
cally operated as a Christian civil-
izing force.® But even more impor-
tant by far, England was to be-
come the tool of Providence in lay-
ing the foundation for that other
great-nation-to-be that was to take
the lead in ushering in the New
Age, the United States of America!

If the Founding Fathers, of Brit-
ish heritage, had not had the spiri-
tual background that was theirs,
they would never have built a soci-
ety that freely invited nationalities
other than their own, which fact is
making the U.S. the world’s great-
est and grandest experiment in
brotherhood.

A unique historic event sup-
ports the thesis that the Great
Lords of Destiny saw to it that
England would fulfill its mission
of creating the seed that produced
America. During the Hundred
Years’ War (1338-1453) England
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was defeated in a way no other nation had ever
been. A French teenager, Jeanne D’Arc, heard
heavenly voices of guidance,” and that finally
turned the tide in France’s favor after more than
nine decades during which the other side had
been winning. And it was as a result of “losing”
France that England, by way of compensation,
turned overseas. Had it not lost its vast and valu-
able French possessions, it would not have done
so. There would have been no Jamestown, Ply-
mouth Rock, and hence no America as we know
it today, which will help usher in the New
Age.10

Esotericists are agreed on America’s eventual
Aquarian destiny. Does it not stand to reason
that the Powers in charge of human evolution
would make very sure that the preparatory pro-
cess for this would not be disturbed? To illus-
trate: the U.S. Constitution empowers Congress
“to raise and support Armies,”!! yet nothing is
said in that great document about hiring cooks,
carpenters, cartographers, etc. That right is im-
plied, hence it need not be spelled out. Similarly,
when America was chosen for a certain destiny,
it goes without saying that it was also foreor-
dained for a very definite preparatory process,
including England receiving Christianity right
early, so that when America was ready to be
opened up, a mature, advanced form thereof
might be planted on these shores.

We have a tremendous example of Provi-
dence’s preparatory process. We know that the
Christ was destined to come during what most of
the world, in His honor, calls the first century
A.D. Certain preparations had to be made, and
they were “begun about 13,000 B.C.”12 That is
thorough preparation! That is how He Who In-
habits Eternity works out His wishes within the
confines of terrestrial time! There is not the
slightest reason to doubt that preparation for the
coming New Age would not be equally exten-
sive. Joseph of Arimathea and Jeanne D’Arc are
but two persons that testify to this. Another fac-
tor bears mention.

Britain was challenged for control of North
America by empires of greater strength. In the
end it triumphed, though it took such clearly
providential events like a storm destroying the
Spanish Armada, the biggest fleet ever mustered
up to that time, in 1588, to bring this about.!?
And because of that, the civilization that took

roots in America bore the imprint of what then
was the most highly evolved Christian society in
the world, England’s! Had those years of global
war for empire ended differently (1588-1763),
America today would be vastly different and not
on the road to Aquaria.

Another reason why Old England was chosen
to become the spiritual tutor of the society that
would bring forth the New Order is that even as
the Sun “travels” from east to west, spiritual
light progresses in the same direction. It started
in Asia, gradually moving west, and when the
time was right for America’s foundations to be
laid, it had advanced to the westernmost part of
Europe. Truly, “Civilization moves westward on
the terrestrial sphere.”!4

But why were not France, Spain, or Portugal
chosen? In addition to the fact they did not pos-
sess the most advanced form of spiritual truth,
there is the fact that England (which at the time
also controlled Ireland in its entirety) is an is-
land, and “only under more or less concealed
conditions (like an island) can the wisdom of the
Mysteries — which is but foolishness to the mul-
titude — be safely and favorably imparted.”!’
We know that most of America’s Founding Fa-
thers were Masons;!6 Masom';f had for years
been strong in the British Isles.!

Insularity is protective like a womb; after all,
both are protected by water. True, despite the
protective ocean England has seen strife, but far
less than the Continent, and primarily because of
its favorable location. By contrast Central Eu-
rope, the part of the Continent with the least
“concealed conditions,” has endured Europe’s
worst wars. The Thirty Years’ War (1618-48)
alone set it back about 200 years; war is retro-
gressive; peace is progressive; insularity greatly
augments the latter.!8

In a way, Britain is also a prototype of multi-
ethnic America. Who are the British? An amal-
gam of Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Vikings, Scots,
Irish, Normans (French), Welsh, and Cornish
(Celts). The child is father of the man; like be-
gets like; there’s a beautiful pattern in all this,
one that didn’t just happen.

Moreover, we read in Western Wisdom litera-
ture that America as we know it today actually
began to take shape in England, It “fixes the time
of America’s beginnings at a date anterior to the
events taken note of by the (conventional) histo-
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rian... In 753 A.D. a new race
began to take possession of form.”
Which race was it? “The Anglo-
Saxon-Teutonic race.” Where? “In
871 Alfred the Great, the voice of
the Aquarian Age, succeeded to the
throne.” Of what country? Eng-

land.!®
Is any of the above intended to
imply that St. Patrick’s Day and its
Irish implications should be ig-
nored? Not at all. Rather, it is sug-
gested we remember that the day
has also significant American im-
plications — New Age implica-
tions. )
—A Probationer

1. For centuries Ireland was Eu-
rope’s chief center for spread-
ing the gospel, which augments
the importance of St. Patrick’s
work.

2. The Compleat Astrologer, Der-
ek and Julia Parker, p. 105;
The Message of the Stars, Max
Heindel, p. 64.

3. Butler’s Lives of the Saints,
Volume 1, p. 617.

4. Matthew  27:57-60; Mark
15:42-46; Luke 23:50-53; John
19:38-42.

5. The New Age Bible Interpreta-
tion, Volume IV, Part II, The
New Testament, Corinne He-
line, p. 188.

6. Acts 27:13, 14.

7.Let it not be forgotten that
Stonehenge, “that impressive
monument” which “continues
to testify to the existence of the
Mystery Teachings,” is located
not on the Continent but in
England. The New Age Bible
Interpretation, Old Testament,
Volume I, Corinne Heline, pp.
269, 286.

8. This is not to deny that along
with other colonial as well as
non-colonial powers, England

9.

10.

11.
12,

13.

has made its share of mistakes.

The Rosicrucian Christianity Lectures, Max Heindel, p.
38.

“History is not a chain of events following each other in
logical sequence. At every turn one finds mysterious and
inexplicable incidents ‘not the results of hazard or of per-
sonal initiative’ which seem to be ‘injected by the creative
force of spiritual currents.”” Days of Our Years, Pierre
Van Paassen, p. 491.

Article 1, Section 8.

The New Age Bible Interpretation, Old Testament, Volume
I, Corinne Heline, p. 72; We also read that “the Holy
Land... was prepared by the great Masters of Wisdom for
many thousands of years for the coming of Christ Jesus.”
The New Age Bible Interpretation, Volume 1V, Part I, The
New Testament, p. 68.

After the Armada’s destruction, England struck a medal in
grateful commemoration with the Latin inscription, Afflav-

it Deus et dissipantur. “God blew and they were scat-
tered.”

14. Astrology: the Space Age Science, Joseph F. Goodavage,

15.

16.
17.

18.

p. 116.

The New Age Bible Interpretation, Old Testament, Volume
I, Corinne Heline, p. 197.

Utne Reader, October/November 1984, p. 4.

The New Age Bible Interpretation, Old Testament, Volume
11, Corinne Heline, pp. 29-31.

It is noteworthy how many present-day “economic mira-
cles” are found on islands: Japan, Taiwan, Hongkong, Sin-

gapore.

19. America’s Destiny: A New Order of the Ages, Theodore

Heline, pp. 19-21. It also states in the pages cited that “in
874 the Western Hemisphere was discovered.” In case the
reader in view of 1492 and Columbus and all is confused
— that was the year the Vikings under Ingolfur Amason
arrived in Ireland, and a look at the map shows it is closer
to Greenland than to the British Isles, and the former is ex-
tremely close to the New World, especially the northwest-
ern part. See The CBS News Almanac, 1978, p. 540.
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Book Reviews

The Soil and Health

The Soil and Health: A Study of Organic Agri-
culture. Sir Albert Howard. Schocken Books,
New York, 1975, 307 pages. (In England,
Farming and Gardening for Health and Dis-
ease)

We cannot say exactly when civilization be-
gan, but we know how: when early man
stopped being wholly nomadic and began to set-
tle down. Yet man was unable to settle down un-
til he learned to grow his food — agriculture.
This is abundantly proved by the fact that earth’s
few nomadic people have produced nothing that
could be called civilization.

No agriculture, no civilization. Hence also,
bad agriculture, bad civilization — and that is
exactly how the author describes the present
state of things. He pays his respects to the Indus-
trial Revolution’s accomplishments but laments
that a by-product has been “bad agriculture.”
True, industrialization has enabled man with far
less manpower and certain chemicals to reap
from the soil far more than ever before, but with
this increase in quantity has come a correspond-
ing decline in quality.

He quotes his equally famous contemporary,
Alexis Carrel, that “the staple foods may not
contain the same nutritive substances as in for-
mer times.... Chemical fertilizers, by increas-
ing the abundance of the crops without replacing
all the exhausted elements of the soil, have indi-
rectly contributed to change the nutritive value
of cereal grains and of vegetables.... They
have, thus, contributed to the weakening of our
body and our soul.” He is convinced that health
is the birthright of all things living on earth. This
does not merely mean mankind’s; it is also true
for the living soil, plants and animals. He sees
all these as parts of a connected whole.

The soil a living entity? Sir Albert finds the
myriads of earthworms, insects and microbes
pursuing their nature-appointed tasks as major
contributors to soil fertility. When certain chem-
icals are poured into the soil, the earthworms
die. Thereby Nature’s great process, the “wheel
of life,” is tampered with and consequently the
end product, food for man, cannot be all it
should be. For every link in the chain that is
weakened of necessity can only pass on a contri-
bution not up to par.

The “living soil” is “pulsating with life.” P,
22. By means of a microscope, one can easily
observe the vital process. It is the worms, ants
and termites that get the wheel of life started.
They carry humus from the topsoil down to the
subsoil, to the deeper levels where the roots
have access to it. The earthworm actually eats
the humus and what he casts out is enriched by
having passed through his body. It has been esti-
mated that during the course of a year on each
acre of fertile land no less than 25 tons of worm
excreta are deposited.

The author views the swarms of animal and
vegetable pests and diseases as a symptom of a
great failure. One should not kill the pests; that
would be like killing the messenger of unpopu-
lar tidings. What should be done is to go back to
the soil and bring its health up to par by working
with Nature’s laws. That will cure the sick
plants and animals and cause the pests to vanish.
He asks: “If fruit trees need to be drenched with
poison sprays before they can produce a crop,
what is the effect of such fruit on the health and
well-being of the people who have to consume
it? We know these practices kill the bees and al-
so the earthworms.” P. 146.

The late author, who has spent decades study-
ing agricultural methods in many parts of the
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world and is a recognized authori-
ty, offers actual observations of
how the introduction of organic
methods turned pest-ridden pro-
duce into that which is pest-free:
oranges in Southern Rhodesia
(presently  Zimbabwe); apples,
pears; cherries, plums and straw-
berries in England. Pp. 142-45.
Admittedly, the regeneration did
not occur over night; after all,
some of the fruit had been pest-
plagued for two decades and Na-
ture’s normal gait is gradual.

He praises cats for their ability
to know what’s good: famous
Lady Balfour’s cat refused pota-
toes produced with “artificials”
but avidly devoured those grown
Nature’s way. Farm animals
switched to organic fare not only
had a lower infant mortality rate
and less foot-and-mouth disease
and abortions, but also did better.
Best of all, they needed 15% less
feed.

Sir Albert finds that the Hun-
zas, living in a high valley of Cen-
tral Asia, not only have closely
followed the principles of organic
farming, but are living proof how
Nature rewards obedience. Some
of their old men walk 60 miles
across mountains, returning also
on foot yet “without feeling undu-
ly fatigued.” P. 37. He quotes Sir
Robert McCarrison, who lived
among them for seven years, that
he “never saw a case of asthenic
dyspepsia, of gastric or duodenal
ulcer, of appendicitis, of mucous
colitis, (or) of cancer... A re-
markable contrast with the dys-
peptic and colonal lamentations of
our highly civilized communities.”

The Hunzas are no isolated
case; “Examples without end are
available.” P. 260. Howard even
spells out the principle at work in
organic produce; the power of the
circulation of properly synthesized

protein in nature to confer a high degree of immunity to dis-
ease. If this protein in plants, animals, or man is not properly
nourished, it overexpands and pieces are broken off, produc-
ing virus. It, therefore, does not come from without, but with-
in, and disease with it. Chapter 11.

Whence does properly synthesized protein come from?
The Sun, basically. And the means for intercepting this solar
power is the interior of a green leaf which contains minute
particles of a substance called chlorophyll. Hence he laments
man’s ongoing diminution of what he calls the “green car-
pet,” earth’s vegetation, which alone contains chlorophyll and
the ability to provide man the means of sustaining life and
health." :

Equally egregious in his view is man’s transgression of the
“Law of Return.” He finds in the forest Nature’s marvelous
and continuous demonstration of this law. Constantly falling
leaves, twigs, branches and decaying dead animals are intro-
duced into the soil by means of worms and insects. Sunlight
warms the decaying matter, but does not burn it, thanks to the
shade provided by the trees. The rain does not descend de-
structively in “buckets” but as small drops; the air circulates
freely, but there is protection from the cooling and drying ef-
fects of strong wind.

A similar soil-enriching process is also going forward in
prairie, moor and bog, though more slowly. As to human in-
terference — “the slow poisoning of the life of the soil by ar-
tificial manures is one of the greatest calamities that has be-
fallen agriculture and mankind. P. 253. Is the excuse of lack
of organic fertilizer valid? Sir Albert believes that under the
inexorable Law of Return, the cities, major recipients of Na-
ture’s bounty, should also contribute: there must be provision
made for utilizing the huge amount of municipal waste suita-
ble for properly enriching the soil.

A definite result of scorning the Law of Return has been
the droughts of modern times. As settlers moved west in
America, north in South Africa, and landed in Australia, New
Zealand and other places previously untouched by “civilized”
man and began to farm, they were thrilled by Nature’s munif-
icence as they repeatedly harvested bumper crops with rela-
tively little effort or apparent need to put anything back into
the soil. Ignorant of Nature’s just ways, they thought this
would continue indefinitely. Chemicals put in the soil in the
hope of producing even bigger crops hastened the process of
depletion and the upshot of it all was — the terrible Dust
Bowl of the American West and similar tragedies wherever
the soil has been similarly plundered.

The author likens it to strip mining; he decries the folly of
thinking healthy crops could be gotten simply with water and
chemicals and quotes the late Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Temple, that “the resources of the earth should be used as
God’s gifts to the whole human race and used with due con-
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sideration for the needs of the present and fu-
ture generations.” P. 13,

Sir Albert calls on “the man in the street” to
become an activist in the matter; agrononiists
should turn from a mere study of how to handle
impaired crops by means of chemicals — the
very thing that produced disease — to the real
study of prevention.” The first duty of the agri-
culturist must always be to understand that he
is part of Nature and cannot escape from this
environment.” P. 194, italics by the author.

He should also leave the land better than he
found it. Howard sadly notes that the twin pil-
lars of this civilization have been the oppres-
sion of the weak and exploitation of the soil.
Society of the 20th century can be compared to
the Bible’s prodigal son; he writes of “this age
of banditry now coming to a disastrous close.”
P. 261, italics by the author.

Remedy: To “found our civilization on a
fresh basis.” “A new civilization will have to be
created.” Pp. 261, 193, italics by the author. If
that doesn’t sound New Age, what does? 0

—A Probationer

Tough Times,
Tough People

Tough Times Never Last, But Tough People
Do! Robert H. Schuller. Thomas Nelson Pub-
lishers, Nashville, 1983. 237 pages.

t happened in a Midwestern convention hall
during the 1982 recession. Dr. Schuller, of
California’s Crystal Cathedral and a national
TV ministry then on 169 stations, had just ar-
rived to give one of his annual hundred or so
speeches to various groups worldwide, this
time to farmers, when he was approached by
two somber-looking men.

Said one, “There are 3,000 people in there
waiting to hear you speak.” The other broke in,
“These people are going through tough times.
They don’t want to hear your funny stories.
They don’t want to see you grinning from ear
to ear like you do on TV.” Added the other,
“These people are losing their farms, going
bankrupt; terrible pressures are being placed on
their marriages and families. They need help,
they need hope; give it to them.”

Instantly, Dr. Schuller knew that his speech,
with humor at the outset to “warm up” the au-
dience, had to be discarded. But he did not
know what to say — even while moments later
walking onto the stage. Then he suddenly re-
called from seminary: the most effective
speech is a witness; if one can’t think of ad-
vice, one can always share one’s own experien-
ce.
He did, beginning with boyhood on an Iowa
farm, which meant poverty and even worse
when a tornado demolished his parents’ house
and farm. He told of collecting corncobs in
filthy pig sties for there was no money for coal,
and even so it was never warm enough inside
on cold days. He told how his father only man-
aged to barely hang on because of a deep faith
in God.

After a lengthy recital of hardships almost
beyond belief, he fairly shouted, “So you're
having tough times! Are they tougher times
than what my father experienced?” Schuller
paused not only for dramatic emphasis, but also
to ask God silently for what else to say. Sud-
denly, he “was stunned to hear” come out of
his mouth a sentence he is “convinced... came
from God”: “Tough times never last, but tough
people do!”

These words not only produced thunderous
applause, but also this book, drawing not only
on his own tough times, but also those of fami-
ly and friends. He tells how the late great Mary
Martin told him of surviving an accident that
killed one passenger in the car she was riding
and forced Janet Gaynor and herself into
months of agonizing recuperation. Of a pastor
in Korea who built a 14-story Crystal Cathedral
and a congregation of 12,000 from nothing,
based on his own methods. Of young daughter
Carol who after a near fatal accident and loss
of a leg decided to join her school’s baseball
team. When her father sadly reminded her she
couldn’t run, she heroically explained, “When
you hit home runs, you don’t have to run!”

And Schuller explains how all can “hit
home runs” of triumph and victory over life’s
negatives, based on “Possibility Thinking.” At-
titudes are more important than facts. There
must be a management of ideas, “the control of
a resource in order to minimize waste and max-
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imize the development of latent possibilities.” Some 10,000
ideas are said to flow daily through the average mind; possi-
bility thinking is the disciplined separation of the positive
from the negative, choosing “those that ‘hold undeveloped
potential for good.” The author offers a beautiful criterion
for testing one’s ideas: “Will my faith, acted upon and firm-
ly embraced, cause my life and my activity to be an inspira-
tion to somebody else to become a better person or to
achieve more in his life?” P. 149.

He recommends the IPDE method of facing life, based
on how his daughter Gretchen learned to drive: identify oth-
er cars; predict what they’ll do; decide on your response;
execute it. Similarly, identify your problem; predict what
it’ll do if neglected; decide your response; execute it.

Expanding on this, he further suggests: never underesti-
mate a problem; don’t wait on circumstances or others;
don’t aggravate it (like hating yourself for overeating —
positive action not negative thinking is needed); illuminate
(your mind); motivate yourself; (it takes guts to leave the
ruts); bait (in job hunting, offer maximum incentive to the
prospective employer); date ( seek a solution the way you
found a mate — by playing the field and persistence); subli-
mate (God uses life’s blues; what you can’t eliminate subli-
mate by converting stumbling blocks into stepping stones);
dedicate (give it your all); communicate (contact others for
ideas); insulate (yourself from negative ideas).

He tells in detail how the Crystal Cathedral was started
on a paper napkin in Albuquerque, New Mexico, while he
and his family were on their way to launch a congregation
in California. He jotted down ten options for finding a place
to start holding meetings. He claims that putting ideas on
paper makes them at once more realistic; he relates in detail
how and why he selected the options he did.

Then, when a new building had to be procured, one big
enough to house his huge congregation, he once more jotted
down ten options and again describes how from that he
reached his goal of $8 million in the late *70s, when the dol-
lar was worth more than now. Lest anyone say, “Oh, such a
thing is possible only in affluent Southern California,” he
gives the example of one of the cities suffering most during
the early *80s recession and how it successfully used his
method to tackle its unemployment problem.

One cannot deny that disagreements are the stuff of
which divorces are made. Husbands and wives inevitably
will have them; the all-important thing is how to handle or
manage them. Schuller offers a tried and tested method. He
and his wife have defined ten levels of disagreement: #1 is a
very slight one; #10 very intense. They have agreed on what
the reaction should be in each case. For instance, should
Dr.Schuller come up with an idea his wife cannot endorse,
she might say, “This is a #3.” Thereby he will know exactly

where she stands, and will also know
how to react in a way she would ex-
pect him to. No tricks, no surprises.
For a while they may not see eye to
eye on everything, but the relation-
ship remains as strong and beautiful
as before. In due time, full agreement
will be reached — and all because
there was a concrete plan for such a
situation to arise,

Though the book is not “preachy”
in the “hard-sell” way, yet the author
leaves no doubt that its principles on-
ly work in the setting of faith in di-
vine providence and love. Its princi-
ples have passed the test of life. They
took him to California in 1955 with a
family, a car, and $500 to start a
church from scratch, and in less than
25 years it became one of America’s
biggest with one of the top TV minis-
tries.! The reader will find much in-
spiration, illumination, invigoration
and sparkling sayings to live by: a
brownout needn’t be burnout; don’t
kill your dreams, execute them; you
won’t win if you don’t begin; God’s
delays are not God’s denials; if its
going to be, it’s up to me; turn your
scars into stars; better do something
imperfectly than nothing flawlessly.

When faced

with a mountain

I will not quit!

I will

keep on striving

until I climb over,

find a pass through,

tunnel underneath —

or simply stay

and turn the mountain

into a gold mine

with God’s help! 0
—A Probationer

1. Schuller’s TV program recently
went on Russia’s most powerful
station. Paul Harvey News, June
1, 1992,
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Nutrition and Health

Ginkgo Biloba — Nature’s Gift to Oldsters

he day: August 6, 1945.
The place: Hiroshima, Japan.

The event: The dropping of the world’s first
atomic bomb.

The marvel: Though everything in the city
was destroyed within a certain radius, including
vegetation, one tree, “standing near the epicenter
of the blast,” “was the only tree to survive,” and
in a book published 46 years later the author
states, “You can still see this tree alive today.”!

THE POPULARITY

The above would be merely interesting trivia,
were it not for another fact recorded the same
year: “Today Ginkgo leaf extract is the best-sell-
ing natural product in Europe.”? Though regard-
ed in America as an herb, in Europe it is unfor-
tunately classified as a drug and available only
by prescription, and in 1988 over 5.24 million
were written, according to the December 23-30,
1988, The Lancet, prestigious British medical
journal. In 1990, “over 100,000 physicians dis-
tributed over 10 million prescriptions for Ginkgo
Biloba” in Europe, with a retail value of $5!/2
billion.

But let it not be thought it is just another
modern fad, Between 1975 and 1986 alone, 34
major studies were conducted world-wide with
humans to test its benefits.*

THE PAST

Ginkgo Biloba (GB) has an honorable past. It
has been described by a faculty member of a na-
turopathic college as “the world’s oldest living
tree species...whose fossil record dates back
more than 200 million years.” It is a “living fos-
sil”; at one time it was found in America and
Europe, but until relatively recent times it sur-

rived only in China, where it was cultivated as a
sacred tree; ancient Chinese texts testify to its
medicinal use five millennia ago. It was in Chi-
na also that it received part of its name Sankyo
or Yinkuo or Yin Guo, meaning “hill apricot” or
“silver fruit.” (The fruit looks like an apricot, but
tastes very differently.)’

The Japanese named it Ginkgo. The Biloba
was added in 1771 by famed Swedish botanist
Linnaeus, which is Latin for “two lobes”: the
young leaves of the tree, which is also popularly
called Maidenhair Tree, actually are two-lobed.
It was introduced into England in 1754 and into
the U.S. during the middle 1780s, by way of
Holland, where it had arrived around 1730 as a
result of the travels of one Engelbert Kaempfer,
a German.

Presently, plantations where GB is grown for
pharmaceutical purposes can be found in France,
Japan, and South Korea, though the tree, with a
diameter of 3-4 feet and a potential height of
over 100 feet, can also be seen in U.S. parks,
streets, boulevards, having been brought here
because of its amazing resistance to insects, dis-
ease and pollution.

THE POWER

Its real glory, of course, is what it can achieve
for human beings. “The life of the flesh is in the
blood,”® the quality of the blood depends on
what we eat, but even the very best of diets will
be of little good if the circulation of the blood is
impaired. That often happens to senior citizens,
as a result of the entire system slowing down.
But the extract of the GB tree can counteract
this.” Its importance will readily be seen in view
of the fact that stroke, a result of blood flow
blockage, is the U.S.’s third leading cause of
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death.®

GB extract has demonstrated a relaxing effect on the ar-
teries and arterioles (smaller branches than arteries). A
study at the University of Saarland in Hamburg, Germany,
registered a 50% increase in blood flow in only one hour
after administration.® Along with encouraging blood flow,
GB also protects the capillaries against fragility. The actual
beneficial factors in GB that achieve this and other thera-
peutic results are a group of substances known as ginkgo-
lides.

Of course it would be unwise to depend on GB alone to
make sure of good blood circulation. True, one can do
nothing about hereditary factors, which influence the health
of the circulatory system, but one can control the diet (a
minimum of fat, and processed foods, a maximum of fresh
fruits and vegetables), reduce stress, and make sure of suf-
ficient physical activity. Albeit GB can be an additional aid
in fighting blood-clotting by encouraging the platelets, or
thrombocytes, which are blood cells that secrete histamines
and other chemicals which help regulate the clotting pro-
cess.!® This also encourages the removal of wastes, which,
if not removed, are harmful to any tissue, especially the
nerves.

Common complaints of oldsters are loss of memory,
painful cramps especially at night, cold hands and feet, and

various body parts falling asleep. By
stimulating the blood flow, GB is an
effective antidote against all of
these.

A wide range of psychometric
tests administered in London on 31
patients over 50 during a period of
six months definitely showed that
those receiving GB turned in a bet-
ter performance than those getting
placebos. It was also revealed that
electroencephalogram (EEG) meas-
urements in the GB group indicated
better brain function, which support-
ed other studies that GB increases
the rate of information transmission
by nerve cells.!!

Because of its boost to blood cir-
culation, GB can also counteract eye
disorders (as in senile macular de-
generation, often caused by dia-
betes), hearing disorders, tinnitus
(ringing in the ears), dizziness (ver-
tigo), loss of balance, also asthma
and allergies. A national distributor

Occult Principles
of Health and Healing

by Max Heindel

Some of the most priceless truths about the
origin, functions and proper care of man’s
vehicles to be found on the printed page.

Max Heindel, a trained clairvoyant, diligently
investigated the real causes of physical and
mental disorders in the superphysical worlds.

Reveals that man is a complex being,
possessing a Dense Body, used to fetch and
carry; a Vital Body, specializing energy from the

(Order on
page 128)

“A treasure chest of valuable
information.”

“An indispensable addition to the
libraries of all those concerned
with the true art of healing.”

Sun; A Desire Body, the emotional nature; and a
Mind, the link between the threefold Spirit and
threefold body.

Poslulales that disease is a manifestation of
ignorance, and points the way to permanent
health by giving fundamental facts necessary for
intelligent, constructive living.

New Eighth Edition. 244 pages.
Indexed. Paper. Published by The
Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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of herbal formulas, in his anti-aging preparation,
features GB as “the main ingredient” (the others
are Bee Pollen, Gota Kola and Siberian Gin-
seng). At this time, GB’s usefulness might” be
greater than ever. Never before has man been as-
saulted by processed foods (saturated fats are the
most dangerous), herbicides, pesticides, air pol-
lutants, solar radiation due to the weakened
ozone layer, etc. When toxic matter gets into the
human body, it produces free radicals. These at-
tack healthy tissues and organs. They suppress
the body’s production of enzymes — the very
substances best capable of mopping up free radi-
cals.

Hence, something must be introduced into the
system to counteract the free radicals, which is
where GB comes in. It can give the immune sys-
tem a major boost. Admittedly, there are many
other foods that are “free radical scavengers,”
like Vitamin-C (especially the flavonoids), Vita-
min E, blueberries, etc.; but GB has proved ten
times more effective than any other plant sourc-
es.’ This fact gains added significance in light
of a statement by The National Institute on Ag-
ing:

“Many of the conditions prevalent in later
life... are thought to occur because immunolog-
ical responsiveness changes with old age. One
age-related alteration in the immune system is
the decrease in lymphocyte (white blood cells)
response to antigens (foreign substances that
may initiate disease). A possible factor contrib-
uting to the decline in lymphocyte function is
free radical damage.”!3

THE PRODUCT

How to obtain GB’s benefits? One may eat
the actual nuts; the Japanese relish them after
meals as digestive aids. They are mainly starch,
have almost no fat, hence are safe for weight
watchers. If these nuts are eaten raw over an ex-
tended period of time, they may be slightly tox-
ic, due to an antivitamin (methoxypyridoxine),

hence they are generally cooked, often along .

with other things, to enhance the flavor.

One might also make a drink from the dried
leaves: one ounce in a pint of water, simmer
over low heat for five minutes, cool and add oth-
er herbs or sweetening.

One need not wait till reaching the advanced
- years before trying GB. Health food stores offer

it as tablets, capsules and liquid extracts. The
usual recommended dose is 30 or 40 mg one to

three times daily, depending on one’s need.
Unlike the raw nuts mentioned above, the pur-
ified extracts are completely safe — though per-
sons suffering from the very problems GB can
remedy may at first experience gastric upsets
andfor headaches and should start with small
dosage and very gradually build it up. After all,
housecleaning, which this healing herb can ini-
tiate in the body, is often not a smooth process,
but always a necessary one. 0
—A Probationer

1. Ginkgo: Elixir of Youth, Christopher Hobbs,
P. 5. Respected news commentator Paul Har-
vey spoke highly of this herb in his noon
broadcast August 31, 1992,

2. Fountain, Volume 2, Number 3, p- 2.
3. Health Shopper, May 1991, p. 4; The Heal-
ing Herbs, Michael Castleman, p. 190.

4. The Amazing Story of Ginkgo Biloba, Eu-
gene S. Wagner, Ph.D., and Gerald L. Hunt,
p. 3.

S. Donald J. Brown, N.D., in Let’s Live, April,
1992.

6. Leviticus 17:11.

7.A Prescription for Nutritional Healing,
James F. and Phyllis A. Balch, p. 53.

8. Michael Castleman, op. cit., p- 191.
9. Let’s Live, May 1992, p. 62.
10. Christopher Hobbs, op. cit., pp. 37, 38.

11. Current Medical Research and Opinion, Vo-
lume 12, Number 6, 1991.

12. Eugene S. Wagner, Ph.D. and Gerald L.
Hunt, op. cit., p. 19. “Ginkgo is a classical
herbal antioxidant that has been used in anti-
aging compounds for decades. Let’s Live,
March 1992, p. 42.

13. Eugene S. Wagner, Ph.D. and Gerald L.
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- Nutrition and Health

How Can We Prevent AIDS

" and Other Allergies Related to Health Problems?

' For the prevention of AIDS or any other so

called incurable health problem, there is a
need to overcome deficiencies which is the main
cause of the addictions that weaken the immune
system. These deficiencies could also bring on
health conditions such as hypoglycemia, yeast
infection like candida, chronic fatigue syn-
drome, Epstein-Barr, migraine headaches, epi-
lepsy, herpes, lupus, depression, insomnia, ul-
cers and AIDS. We need tools such as Easy-To-
Digest Nourishment, and cleansing of the colon,
together with changes of attitude and exercise to
prevent these conditions. These tools provide the
environment for health. If the body is nourished
properly, that is, if we have well nourished cells,
the body will repair itself. The body is self-heal-
ing. The Creator has given us a self-healing and
self-cleansing body.

We are also spiritual beings and we need to
take responsibility to maintain this temple where
our spirit dwells.

With the rampant spreading of AIDS in our
society, and 90% of our population suffering
from allergies, I want to open doors for a solu-
tion to these problems. I want to share with you
a few basic guidelines, so that you may increase
your awareness in this area. There is a solution
and a way out of these problems through Natu-
re’s Way.

Basic responsibilities: freeing oneself from
fear and cleansing the colon are some beginning
steps to take. Trust in your body’s abilities to
heal itself and know that by trusting Nature and
nourishing your body with living foods through
blending, you can strengthen your immune sys-
tem.

A healthy immune system repels every form
of germ or bacteria, preventing the invasion

against the weakened cells. This is an incredible
fighting force; an army in defense against dis-
ease. With the Living-Foods-Lifestyle supplying
the necessary ammunition, the body must be
able to retumn to total health. My work with this
problem has been very successful. I believe that
no body needs to deal with health problems.

I have developed an Easy-To-Digest Nour-
ishment. The most effective way of preparing
this kind of nourishment is by sprouting, blend-
ing and fermenting. Easy-To-Digest Nourish-
ment will help strengthen the immune system,
thus providing means for the body to heal itself.

We must be aware of how we are spending
our time and energy and be willing to make
changes. Time is essential. In planned effective
living, we do not waste our energies on dismay
or discouragement. This is what we mean when
we refer to the “New Economy” where we strive
to learn from all our daily actions, being open
to receive the lessons. If we are ready to recon-
nect with Nature or God — as God and Nature
are one — we can achieve anything that we wish
in life.

I want to encourage you to respond. Let me
hear from you! Please let me know how you are
doing. I am focused on conducting a research
and educational program in my center in Puerto
Rico for people afflicted with the so-called “in-
curable” diseases. Society will benefit and grow
towards balancing our planet with the proof that
Nature provides a body that never fails when
given a chance to heal itself.

I have been teaching people with degenera-
tive diseases how to help themselves for over
thirty year. In 1963 I founded the first wholistic
living food educational center known as the Hip-
pocrates Institute in Boston, Massachusetts. I
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have taught and lectured in over thirty-five countries and
shown tens of thousands of people how to control their diet
and improve their health by using my Living Food Life-
style. ’

My solution to AIDS is to educate people afflicted with
this syndrome. The following are guidelines to follow to
improve health and strengthen the immune system:

A) Patients must believe in their body’s ability to heal it-
self and fully participate in their own healing process. It is
each individual’s responsibility to oneself to take the neces-
sary steps to detoxify and restore the body to health by
straightening out the immune system. This is the purpose of
living foods in easy-to-digest form.

B) A change of lifestyle is necessary. I developed the
Living Food Lifestyle thirty-three years ago. The basis of
this lifestyle is to learn self-sufficiency by working directly
with Nature. I teach individuals who are willing to change
their lifestyle, how to simply and inexpensively grow living
foods indoors, that provide the body with life and nourish-
ment. When these foods grown in indoor gardens are taken
in easy-to-digest form, the body begins to eliminate stored
poisons or toxins and the cells and immune system can be-
gin to quickly absorb the nutrients thus rebuilding and
strengthening body and mind.

Why do we call problems such as AIDS incurable?

We must learn to survive and cope, not only with the
hazards of pollution in our water and air, but also from our
food supply itself. Many Americans are slowly killing
themselves by what they eat each and every day. Thou-
sands of chemical additives have found their way into our
daily foods.

The foods themselves are overcooked and overrefined
during processing, storage, delivery and marketing. Staples
like bread and cereals are so depleted of their own natural
occurring vitamins, minerals, and bran, that laws have been
passed forcing manufacturers to fortify these foods with
synthetic supplements.

Malnutrition amongst the world’s affluent people is be-
coming more and more common. It is the natural result of
eating too many foods which have been processed and
cooked to the extent that they are depleted of their naturally
occurring nutrients. However, we have a choice on how we
want to live and what we want to put in our bodies. For
over thirty years I have been teaching people all over the
world how to grow their own highly nutritious live foods
like sprouts, indoor garden greens, and wheatgrass, at less
than half the cost of supermarket foods. I have been almost
entirely self-sufficient on these foods which I grow from
seed in my home in Boston, even while I am traveling. It is

easy to control your own food sup-
ply and take responsibility for one’s
health.

Time has shown that our battle
against degenerative and chronic
diseases like cancer, heart diseases,
diabetes, arthritis, AIDS, and many
others cannot be won by palliative
measurements like surgery, chemo-
therapy, and other medical interven-
tion — but only through prevention.
Unfortunately, most people wait un-
til there is a critical problem to give
preventative action a thought, and
then it becomes a question of pre-
venting a recurrence. But true pre-

‘vention stops a problem before there

is any serious permanent damage.
The fact is, survival is not only pos-
sible, but joyous. It is the re-inheri-
tance of our natural birthright —
health — which has been stripped
from us by modern lifestyles. We
can correct these problems with
God’s help! a
—Ann Wigmore
For more information contact:
Ann Wigmore Foundation
196 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, Mass. 02116
(617) 267-9424

Out in the Fields With God
The little cares that fretted me,
| lost them yesterday,
Among the fields, above the sea,
Among the winds at play;
Among the lowing of the herds,
The rustling of the trees,
Among the singing of the birds,
The humming of the bees.

The foolish fears of what may pass,
| cast them all away

Among the clover-scented grass,
Among the new-mown hay;

Among the rustling of the corn,

Where drowsy poppies nod,
Where ill thoughts die and good are
born

Out in the Fields with God.
—Author Unknown
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MY GARDEN FILLED WITH ROSES

Sam Thomsen

Sam Thomsen
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Healing

The Universal Healing
Power

The Healing Force is all about us and comes
from our Heavenly Father. It pervades the
whole universe and is available to all who are
open to receive it.

If we have, for any reason whatsoever, trans-
gressed the laws of the universe, we will suffer the
consequences, and thereby we have the opportuni-
ty to learn by our mistakes, and acquire new
knowledge of the order of our being.

We may learn that equipoise and an even tem-
per, love, order and faith are conducive to keeping
us healthy, and we know that it is advisable to use
all these attributes in a well balanced life.

The more faith and hope we can apply, the
speedier our recovery will be. But faith without
works is dead. When we have asked in faith and
in prayer for help where it is most needed, we
have the responsibility of doing everything in our power to re-
new our thoughts, to watch our actions as well as our feelings
and pay attention to diet and the care of our physical body.

When we have faith in the Healing Power which comes
from the Father, we will have the ability to cooperate with this
force.

Having asked for help in perfect faith, we receive the
strength to work in the right direction. Help can come in many
different ways. Good doctors are often important with their
understanding of physical symptoms, and today, good physi-
cians recognize the importance of considering mental and
emotional conditions which may contribute to a person’s ill
health.

Physicians are also beginning to realize the effect of sound
and color on sensitive persons. We read in The Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception: “These invisible sound vibrations have
great power over concrete matter. They both build and de-
stroy.” In the future, we will find greater help from modern
science in these matters. )

Visible helpers are just as necessary as Invisible Helpers

and our friends and patients may
share in a high privilege, as well as
add much to the power of liberated
healing force, by joining us in
prayer for the sick. Our Healing
Service is held every evening in
the Healing Temple at 6:30 P.M.
and Pro-Ecclesia at 4:45 P.M.,
when the Moon is in a cardinal

sign on the following dates:
March............. 3—9—16—23—31
April......cccivenn.n. 6—12—20—27

Relax, close your eyes, and
make a mental picture of the pure
white rose in the center of the Ros-
icrucian Emblem on the west wall
of our Pro-Ecclesia, and concen-
trate on Divine Love and Healing.
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- Astro-Diagnosis —

o . ASTRO-DIAGNOSIS
A GUlde to I I eallng A GUIDE TO HEALING
by Max Heindel
and Augusta Foss Heindel

A treatise on medical astrology and the diagnosis of
disease from the horoscope and hand.

The most comprehensive and complete book of its kind
yet published.

Complete delineations of 94 example horoscopes taken

directly from the authors'’ files. * ?"’ ’

Based on thirty years of intensive research, study and
practical experience by the authors.

Special section: How the Rosicrucians Heal the Sick. Only
A recognized classic in its field, this volume is essential to
students of the stellar science who are engaged in healing $9.95

or nursing, whether they are attached to the orthodox

medical school or to the nature-cure school. Order now!
Ninth Edition. In print since 1929. Published by The
Rosicrucian Fellowship. 446 pages. Indexed. Paper. (Order on page 128)
The Message Of The Stars |V e
by Max Hoindel OF THE STARS

and Augusta Foss Heindel

A practical textbook for the student who is learning to
read his chart.

The fundamentals of astrological interpretation in clear,
understandable language.

The Keyword System of horoscopical analysis.

Much unique information correlating astrology to the
Western Wisdom Teachings.

In two parts:

Part | — Nature and Effects of signs and planets. only-
Progressions. Prediction.

Part Il — Medical Astrology: gives the method of astro- $1 5.95
diagnosis with 36 actual charts and delineations.

Eighteenth Edition. Fourth printing. Published by The Order now!

Rosicrucian Fellowship. 728 pages. Indexed. Paper. (Order on page 128)




Telecommunications

Spreading The Rosicrucian Teachings
by Telecommunications: Part I

Your questions concerning the
spreading of the Rosicrucian
Teachings by computer telecom-
munications are always welcome!
Please address them to the BBS-
Editorial Team at Mount Ecclesia.
We are also looking forward to
your data call to The Rosicrucian
Fellowship BBS at 619-721-1828
[via modem].

QUESTION: What is “computer
telecommunications™?

ANSWER: “Computer telecom-
munications” refers to the process
of computers exchanging data us-
ing a communications system such
as the telephone network. In a
sense, computers can “talk” to
each other as you do when you are
talking to someone on the tele-
phone.

QUESTION: 1 own a personal
computer [PC], but it is not con-
nected to a telephone line. What
do I need to do in order to tele-
communicate with other comput-
ers?

ANSWER: You must add tele-

(In Questions and Answers)

Fellowship BBS

- Online 24 Hours

(619) 721-1828
Call Now!

communications “hardware” [e.g., a printed circuit board or
external device] and “software” [a computer program] to your
PC. Specifically you must add a device called a “modem” to
your PC. A modem converts the digital data [binary code 0’s
and 1’s] into various sound tones that are sent and received
over the telephone lines. When you purchase a modem it is
usually “bundled” with telecommunications software, A mo-
dem will usually run any of the more popular telecommunica-
tions programs available. The telecommunications software
must be run so that your PC can communicate with your mo-
dem.

QUESTION: How do I know which modem is the best for
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my PC?

ANSWER: Modems are generally categorized
by [a] physical type [“internal” or “external”]
and, [b] date transmission speed [called “baud
rate”]. The internal modems tend to be 10-20%
less expensive than the external models. As you
might expect, the “faster” or higher baud rate
modems are the most expensive. The internal
modems are installed in an expansion slot inside
the PC’s CPU box and the external modems are
small, separate boxes that are connected to the
back of the PC’s CPU box with a “serial” cable.

QUESTION: Are modems expensive?

ANSWER: Fortunately, they can be a relatively
inexpensive addition to your computer hardware.
For instance, an internal 2,400 baud modem for
an IBM compatible PC may be purchased for
under $40.00 at most retail computer stores. Mo-
dems operating at 9,600 baud are currently being
discounted to under $200.00 by mail order. Pric-
es tend to be slightly higher for Macintosh and
Apple computer modems.

QUESTION: 1 am interested in purchasing a
PC but don’t know whether to buy an IBM com-
patible or Macintosh computer. Which one is the
best?

ANSWER: Both types of PC’s have millions of
loyal users throughout the world, and to some
extent this question is analogous to asking which
is the best automobile to buy. Both types of PC’s
have their strong and weak points. Probably the
most appealing feature of the Macintosh PC’s is
their ease of use. There are no “DOS” com-
mands to learn as with an IBM compatible run-
ning in an MS-DOS or PC-DOS “environment.”
However, the newest IBM compatible PC’s on
the market can use a graphical interface called
“Windows,” which makes them about as easy to
learn to use as the Macintosh. Another factor to
be considered is the number of other PC users
who use a particular type of PC. In the field of
computer telecommunications, the vast majority
of PC’s used are the IBM compatible variety.
(Ed. note: The Fellowship’s BBS is the IBM
type.) However, if a person already owns a
Macintosh or Apple PC and wishes to telecom-

municate with BBS’s running on IBM compati-
ble PC’s, widely available conversion software
can be used to enable all the alphanumeric and
graphics characters used by the BBS's to be cor-
rectly displayed on the Macintosh or Apple PC
monitor. Additionally, text files compressed on
an IBM compatible PC BBS can be decom-
pressed and read on a Macintosh or Apple PC
using special software. However, program files
downloaded from an IBM compatible BBS can-
not be run on a Macintosh or Apple PC. One of
the best sources of information concerning these
matters is your local Macintosh or Apple Users’
Group, or the larger commercial online services
such as CompuServe, which have an enormous
number of people participating on their Macin-
tosh and Apple User Forums.

QUESTION: What baud rate is currently the
most popular? What happens if two computers
have modems, but one is a 2,400 baud modem
and the other is a 9,600 baud modem? Can they
telecommunicate with each other?

ANSWER: Currently the most popular baud rate
is 2,400, with the 9,600 baud rate becoming very
popular and predicted to become the dominant
rate within a year or two. Just as people must
speak in the same language in order to exchange
information, developers and manufacturers of
modems pay very close attention to the fact that
PC users own and use modems operating at vari-
ous baud rates. The earliest widely used modems
operated at 300 baud. Later models ran at 1,200,
2,400 and 9,600 baud rates. Currently the fastest
modems combine “data compression” methods
with 9,600 baud rates to produce “data through-
put” of 14,400 baud and much higher. Generally
speaking, a “handshaking” procedure takes place
when two computers inaugurate telecommunica-
tions and the baud rate employed will be the
highest rate of the slower modem. Therefore, if
9,600 and 2,400 baud modems are involved, tele-
communications will be conducted between
them at the 2,400 baud rate.

QUESTION: Just how fast is any baud rate?
Can you give some concrete examples?

ANSWERS: Let’s consider the digitized version
of The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception by Max
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Heindel. [Note: Mr. Heindel’s entire written legacy has been
digitized, and the Cosmo is available for downloading from
The Rosicrucian Fellowship Electronic Bulletin Board
(BBS) currently operating at Headquarters.] This book is in
the form of five “compressed” ASCII text files, each ap-
proximately 60 KB [60,000 bytes or 60 kilobytes] in length.
If we “downloaded” [i.e. transferred to our PC from the
BBS over the telephone system] the Cosmo at 2,400 baud,
this file transfer would take place at a rate of approximately
15 KB per minute. Therefore, each of the five 60 KB files
would require about 4 minutes for a total of 20-25 minutes
for the entire Cosmo. At 9,600 baud, the total download
time would be one-fourth or about 5 minutes for the entire
Cosmo download session. As higher baud rate modems are
developed, file transfer periods will be reduced proportion-
ately. As fiber optic cables replace copper wire phone lines,
baud rates of over 60,000 will become practical and the
downloading of the entire Cosmo will then be measured in
seconds rather than minutes! This latest development is only

a few years from practical application in some parts of the
world.

QUESTION: What are Electronic Bulletin Boards [BBS’s]
and what is their history?

ANSWER: A BBS is simply a PC with an installed modem
connected to a dedicated phone line [or multiple lines] run-
ning a BBS program and waiting to receive telephone calls
from other PC’s with their own modems. The first BBS was
developed nearly 15 years ago by Ward Christensen in Chi-
cago, Illinois, USA. [Note: He is also the developer of the
original “Xmodem” file transfer protocol software.] Since
then, many BBS programs have been written and there are
currently tens of thousands of BBS’s operating throughout
the world. As you read these words in the Rays magazine,
BBS’s are transferring gigabytes [billions of bytes] of data
in the form of program and text files, electronic mail, online
conferencing and games throughout the world. Although
BBS’s are most numerous in the United States, they can be
found in virtually every location on our planet where there
is an operating telephone system.

QUESTION: “Leading edge” developments in phone tech-
nology during the last decade have included wireless home
phone receivers and mobile cellular phones. Do these devel-
opments have any connection with computer telecommuni-
cations?

ANSWER: Indeed, they do! One of the most exciting new
products introduced this past year has been the first “wire-
less” or “cellular” modem. Instead of connecting a PC to a

TEACHINGS OF
AN INTFIATE

Invaluable to both beginning
and advanced students.

Teachings of an Initiate con-
tains the later fruit of Max
Heindel’'s extensive investiga-
tions into the Invisible Realms
compiled from lessons to his
personal students and public ad-
dresses. Topics include:

THE SIGN OF THE MASTER
THE WAY OF WISDOM
THE SECRET OF SUCCESS

THE ESOTERIC SIGNIFICANCE
OF EASTER

ADDRESS AT GROUND BREAK-
ING: MT. ECCLESIA

As an Initiate of the Rosicrucian
Order, Max Heindel was well
qualified to impart esoteric
knowledge.

7th Edition

212 pages
Paper

indexed

Only $9.95
Order now!
(Order on page 128)

Published by The Rosicrucian
Fellowship.
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telephone line, a wireless modem makes it possi-
ble to telecommunicate with a laptop, notebook
or palmtop PC from any location with cellular
phone service.

The development of the cellular modem reca-
pitulates the challenges faced by our grandpar-
ents and greatgrandparents who witnessed the
development of the railroad and the automobile
prior to the development of railway networks
and highways. The cellular modem and the new-
ly developed “personal communicators™ about to
be mass-produced will almost immediately over-
load current cellular network operating capacity.
However, the developers of these new devices
are wisely planning ahead by cooperatively de-
veloping new communications networks. One
large American electronics company is now de-
veloping an entire network of low-orbiting satel-
lites to be sent aloft by the end of this decade
specifically for the purpose of establishing a glo-
bal digital wireless network. Imagine sitting on
an isolated beach anywhere on our planet, with a
personal communicator, downloading and read-
ing The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception or the
latest issue of the Rays magazine directly from a
satellite unseen overhead. Sounds like science
fiction? Be assured that teams of scientists and
engineers are now competing with each other to
be the first to make this “fiction” a global reality
in a few short years!

QUESTION: What effect will all these techno-
logical developments have upon the spreading of
the Western Wisdom Teachings?

ANSWER: Comparing a printing press to a mo-
dem is analogous to the comparison of a horse-
drawn carriage to a commercial jet aircraft.
Students of the Teachings of the Elder Broth-
ers of the Rose Cross have much for which to be
grateful. Imagine a world in which Max Heindel
[or any other suitable candidate] had not been
contacted by the Teacher, and the Rosicrucian
Fellowship had not been inaugurated. Imagine a
world in which you could not enjoy the privilege
of sitting on the shoulders of the many workers
who have made their contributions over the
years at Mount Ecclesia and in their communi-
ties throughout the world. Without their tireless
efforts, you would not be reading this issue of
the Rays magazine today. Imagine yourself still

searching for those answers to the deeper ques-
tions of life and still riddled with that yearning,
that thirsting for a spiritual abode, unseen but in-
wardly sensed just over a distant horizon.

With hearts filled with gratitude for the self-
sacrifice and sincere strivings of other spiritual
aspirants attuned to the Ray of the Western Mys-
tery School, let us consider a jet aircraft as a
metaphor for the Rosicrucian Fellowship. Ima-
gine this jet aircraft as it is building up speed on
an airport runway, about to take flight into the
sky above. Similarly, the Rosicrucian Fellow-
ship, utilizing print technology for the last eight
decades, stands poised, with the implementation
of computer telecommunications, to spread the
Teachings on a scale so vast, only imagination it-
self can limit it. The Great Work, the sharing of
the love and compassion of the Elder Brothers
with our brothers and sisters on a suffering plan-
et is about to be renewed on a higher octave of
scale and efficiency of effort.

The same invisible hand resting on the shoul-
der of the writer of these words now tenderly
rests on your shoulder as you read them. With
this contact, the answers to the crucial questions
concerning the future fate of the Rosicrucian Fel-
lowship in the new century about to dawn must
emanate from the inner sanctum of your own
heart. a
(To be continued)

—Robert H. Jacobs
Please, send your questions to:
- modem: 602/984-8342, U.S.A., or
- CompuServe ID: 76347,1707
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For Children

The
Wise
Giant

AY up in the

sky lives a
great wise giant. He
is so wise that to him
alone has been trusted
the secret of how the
world was made. He
is so large that he can
easily lift the earth
with his right hand, yet so gentle that he calls
every sparrow by name.

Besides being a wonderful giant, he has more
children than the old woman who lived in the
shoe. His greatest joy is to make beautiful
homes for them. He lets them go almost
wherever they wish, even sometimes to the
-moon. He is always patient and kind to them if
they happen to lose their way or come home
soiled or ragged.

Now, one of the Giant’s children is called
Angella. She never cared to go on long journeys
as do most of her brothers and sisters. She pre-
ferred to stay close to her father. One day he
said to her, “Angella, do you see that the violets
in the bed are growing too close together? Go,
take every third plant and plant it in the garden
yonder.”

“Yes, father,” returned the little girl, and she
set about her task. Very carefully she took up

every third plant. She replanted them in dry soil
among the rocks so that the little Bowers
dropped their heads, let fall their leaves, and
died.

Angella, in sorrow, returned to her father.
“My child,” said the good Giant, “do you not
know that violets must have moist damp
ground?” “Oh father,” answered Angella, “let
me become a flower so that I will understand.
Then I can help you keep a perfect garden.”

“Very good, my Angella,” said the wise
Giant. “This day you will enter the heart of a vi-
olet.”

The Giant called to him a messenger, Mercu-
ry, and, giving Angella into his care, bade him
carry her to the violets. And so Angella was
changed into a tiny purple violet and was happy.

One day, glancing up at the hilltop, she spied
a bright goldenrod who called to her, “Violet,
dear, come up here and live with me where the
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‘warm sun plays and the east wind blows.” But

Angella answered, “Violets need soft, moist soil
in which to grow. If I should come up to you,
other violets would follow me and dié. So, I
must stay where I am.”

When the wise Giant heard this, he said, “It
is well done,” and he sent his messenger to
bring her home.

Now, for a long time Angella stayed in her
father’s house, taking loving care of the violets.
She watered the plants, transplanted them, and
loved them so that they grew as never before.
The wise Giant trusted her with the secret of
color so that she could have white violets or
purple violets, as she pleased.

One day, it happened that as Angella walked,
she walked far into the woods where the birds
lived. Delighted, she grasped two of the feath-
ered beauties, tucked them into her basket, cov-
ered them with a kerchief, and hurried home.
When she reached home, the birds were dead,
and Angella cried as though her heart would
break.

“My child, you have another lesson to learn,”
said her father, and immediately she was
changed into a bird. She soared high and swept
low over the lakes and valleys. She learned to
love the freedom of the air. One day she came
upon a cage in which young birds were impris-
oned. They were terrified and so unhappy. They
were sure to pine and die. Angella, with her
strong bill, pulled apart the bars of the cage and
let the young birds free. When the Giant saw
this he said, “It is well done,” and called Angel-
la home once more.

Many years passed. Angella was able to care
for the birds as well as the flowers. The wise
Giant, knew that she still had much to learn. He
was about to send her to a great school, when
one day she said to him, “Father, let me go to
live as earth children do. Let me go to a splen-
did home where I will have riches, jewels, and
everything I wish.”

So once more Mercury carried his precious
burden far down to earth and laid her in a soft
warm bed that a mother had prepared. Here An-
gella was born and grew amid luxury and

wealth. One day, dressed in lace and bright rib-
bons, she went to walk with her nurse. They
chanced to pass a child with tangled hair and
ragged dress. The child looked longingly at An-
gella and smiled. Angella, forgetful of her fa-
ther, strutted like a peacock, haughty and with a
look of disdain on her face. The poor child’s
chin quivered and the tears fell on her cheeks.

The good Giant saw and said, “It is enough.”
That night Angella was again called home.

Once more in her father’s house, Angella
grieved over her thoughtless action. She would
not rest until her father would allow her to go
back to earth to seek out the one she had
scorned and to make her happy.

This time Mercury carried her to the very
house in which the poor child lived, and into the
body of a tiny baby boy. The poor child looked
at the baby very sweetly and said, “My broth-
er.” Here, Angella, in her new body, lived for
many years trying every day to bring a bit of
joy into the poor child’s life. At last came the
supreme chance. The two were walking across a
crowded street. Suddenly, Angella threw herself
in front of the poor child saving her life, and
Angella was instantly trampled down by two
large running horses. The wise Giant looked
down in loving tenderness and said, “It is well,
my child, come home.”

Angella was back at home with her father.
He was pleased with Angella. She had learned
her lessons well. She had learned lessons of lov-
ing care, and kindness, and thoughtfulness.
Many years passed. Again Angella wished to
return to the earth world to learn other lessons.
So again Mercury carried Angella back to earth,
and Angella is again an earth child. She is liv-
ing somewhere here on earth. She is a very
sweet little girl. I am sure you will meet her
sometime. When you do, tell her this story as I
have told it to you — for she may not remem-
ber. Some little folks do not remember even
when they were babies. So do not be surprised
to find that Angella has forgotten some things.

I promise you that what I have told you is
really true — because a fairy told me. a

—Anna Hunt Plummer
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Voices from the Past

The Girl who
Talked with Angels

Evcr hear people say angels talked to peo-

ple only in Bible times, but not since?
Don’t believe it! Many years after Bible
times, angels talked to a little girl. She said
so. How do we know she told the truth? The
Christ once said, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.” Just as the fruit of a tree tells
us if it is an apple tree or pear tree, so the
life of this girl shows that she really talked
to angels. _

She was French. If you ever visit Paris,
be sure and go to the Place du Théatre
Frangais; there you'll find a statue of her.
But she was born far from Paris, in the
province of Lorraine, on January 6, 1412.
There were already two boys and a girl in
the family, a third boy came later. Her fami-
ly name was Arc; she was named Jeanne; in
English she is called Joan of Arc.

Her early life was like that of other girls
in Domrémy, the village where she was born
and grew up. She helped her mother with house-
work, her father and brothers in the fields. She
also looked after sheep. Wolves never bothered
her, though they did attack other flocks. She
didn’t go to school, for there was none. She
played with other boys and girls, They liked her,
but they laughed at her for going to church so
often and praying so much.

One day while resting up after having played
too hard, she saw what looked like a child com-
ing to her and it said, “Your mother needs you.”
Like the good girl she was, she obeyed. But her
mother said, “Why did you come home? I didn’t

call for you; I don’t need you.”

So she thought she had been tricked and re-
turned to the field. On the way, a shiny cloud
passed before her, and out of it came a voice
that said, “Change your way of life, for the King
of Heaven has chosen you to help the King of
France. You must wear boys’ clothes and lead
the French Army to victory!”

Because she was a very pious girl, who be-
lieved in God and angels, she was not too sur-
prised at these voices But what they were saying
shocked her! She was just a little girl! Grown
men became soldiers! And as to helping the
King of France win — the war had been drag-
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ging on for over 80 years, and France had been
losing to England all the time; victory seemed
utterly impossible!

She was frightened. But the voices — the
Angel Michael and other Holy Ones — tried to
assure her. They addresed her as Joan the Maid,
daughter of God, and promised that her Father
in heaven would help her. But Joan argued with
them; she felt they were asking her to do the
impossible. Yet she often wept when they de-
parted, and kissed the ground on which they
stood.

The voices came to her almost daily; there
was always a very bright light around them.
Joan stopped playing with other children; she
prayed more and went to church more often.
But as to doing what the voices asked her to —
she hesitated. For she knew she would have to
convince others of what she had been told, and
that it was from God — but how?

In 1428 the war came to Domrémy. There
was much destruction. For a while, the Arc
family had to leave the village. That made her
very serious. The voices also began to tell her
how to get started: she was to go to a nearby
town,Vaucouleurs, and talk to the governor, one
Robert de Beaudricourt; he would give her men
to take her hundreds of miles across France to a
place called Chinon, where the “Dauphin”
lived. That was what the French called their
king before he was crowned. There was a very
good reason why this Dauphin had not been
crowned: the place where the French crowned
their kings was at Reims, but the English held
it, so he couldn’t go there! The voices assured
Joan that if she got to the Dauphin, he would
give her an army which she would lead to victo-
ry.
Her first step in obeying the voices was to
convince her cousin, Laxart, to take her to the
governor. That wasn’t too difficult; but how to
convince the governor to help her on her mis-
sion for God? She told him very earnestly and
directly that she needed his help to get to Chin-
on, but he didn’t believe her. But neither did he
really disbelieve her; she was so sweet and sin-
cere; he couldn’t decide.

Until February, 1429. On the 12th day of the
month she told him that on that very day, 160
miles away, the French had suffered a bad de-
feat. Unless he, the governor, would immediate-
ly give her an escort to take her to Chinon to
talk to the Dauphin, the French would suffer

- more defeats.

Several days later, news came that what Joan
had said was exactly what had happened. There
was no earthly way she could have known;
there was no radio, TV, or telephone back then.
The governor was convinced now that Joan was
telling the truth about her angel voices.

And so, on February 23, 1429, Joan and sev-
en soldiers, including her brother Pierre, rode
off to Chinon, 300 miles distant. Joan had her
hair cut like a man and wore a soldier’s uni-
form. There was danger from floods, wolves,
robbers, and roving armies; the governor had
made the soldiers swear to protect Joan. Word
of her journey got out; a trap was set to catch
her, but she eluded it.

On March 6, 1429, the group reached Chin-
on. As she rode over the drawbridge into the
royal castle, a soldier insulted her. “Why do you
talk like this when you have so little time to
live?” she asked. A few minutes later, he fell in-
to the river and drowned. The men with her
were in awe; but would the Dauphin believe her
too?

Of course he had been informed of her com-
ing. At first, he was skeptical. But he felt if the
governor at Vaucouleurs believed in her enough
to send her with some of his soldiers, the least
he could do would be to investigate her.

He received her in a big hall lit by 50 torch-
es. Some 300 noblemen were standing around,;
the Dauphin tried to hide himself among them,
yet Joan picked him out, But that didn’t mean
too much; it could have been that someone had
told her what he looked like. But she also told
him some secrets, known only to him:

The year before, on November 1, 1428, in
the castle of Loches, he had offered three peti-
tions to God:

1. If he was not to become King of France, to
remove him.
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2. If France’s troubles were due to him, only
he should be punished, not the whole country.

3. If the French were guilty, he asked God to
forgive them. )

She also told the Dauphin to lead a holy life,
to place the kingdom into the hands of God and
give her an army. Then the King of Heaven
would bless him and let him be the earthly ruler
of France.

The Dauphin wanted to be absolutely sure
Joan was being used of God, so for about six
weeks he carefully questioned and examined
her through his chief counsellors. All they
found in her was honesty, simplicity, humility,
purity and devotion.

So, it was decided to provide her with an ar-
my and also with armor for herself, including a
sword. But she wanted a very special sword,
which, she said, the voices told her was buried
behind the altar in the Church of St. Catherine
de Fierbois. It was found — exactly where she
had predicted it would be. There were five
crosses on it. This strengthened the soldiers’
faith in the maid and her mission, and they
started out,

The very first thing the damsel from Domré-
my wanted to do was save Orléans, under siege
by the British. It was not a complete siege; the
English didn’t have enough men to surround the
city all the way — just enough to make life for
its people very unpleasant from the forts they
held nearby. Joan decided to enter in style by
the front gate, not sneak in by the one in the
back; She felt this would encourage the people.

She knew the English wouldn’t leave their
forts to challenge a French fleet sailing right in
front of them on the Loire river, which would
be necessary for a grand entrance through the
front gate. But the wind had been blowing
strongly the wrong way for a long time, so
Joan’s men didn’t think it was possible. But
Joan said the wind was going to change direc-
tion right away. It did! The men realized that
ordinarily the wind doesn’t suddenly and com-
pletely reverse direction; they just knew the an-
gels must have told their leader. There was no
other explanation; that gave them courage.

And so they all entered Orléans by the front
gate and brought great cheer to its weary peo-
ple. But how to drive the English away? Joan
wanted to avoid fighting and bloodshed if at all
possible. So she dictated a letter and sent it to
the English. In it she asked them in the name of
God to give up and go back home; she promised
not to pursue them if they did. The letter was
delivered by messengers, but the English
laughed at them and rejected the offer.

So there had to be a battle. Joan predicted
not only victory, but also that she would be
wounded, in the chest, and exactly what part of
it. Just think how brave she was, going into bat-
tle and knowing she would be hurt! But that’s
just what made her a leader — her courage and
strength — though just a young girl.

After the arrow hit her, where she said it
would, she simply put olive oil on her wound,
prayed, and at once returned to battle, leading
her men to victory. Next day being Sunday, she
ordered her men to go to church and pray in-
stead of attacking the English.

Did she know again what was going to hap-
pen? The English poured out of the forts around
Orléans as they had been doing for several days,
but this time they turned the other way; they re-
treated. The siege was over. It had lasted seven
long months before Joan came; after her arrival,
it was over in a week. And as she had promised
the English, if they withdrew peacefully she
wouldn’t pursue them.

But she did pursue what she had long before
announced would be her next goal — to crown
the Dauphin King of France in Reims. That was
very important. It was not until a king was actu-
ally crowned that the French people really be-
lieved he was their God-appointed ruler, and
obeyed him.

At first the Dauphin was afraid to go to
Reims, fearing the road was not quite safe. So a
few more battles had to be fought. At Jargeau,
Joan told one of the soldiers to move from his
place quickly or he’d be killed. He did, but an-
other man stepped in, and he was hit. Surely the
angels were still talking to Joan, and as she had
promised, the Dauphin was crowned at Reims
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on Sunday, July 17, 1429.

A beaming Joan stood right beside the King,
Charles VII. Her father was also there. The King
was so happy that he gave him a document that
said Domrémy, Joan’s place of birth, would no
longer have to pay any taxes, a promise that was
kept for 360 years. A few months later, the entire
Arc family and its descendants were declared
members of the nobility, which gave them many
special rights.

You would think that the French people
would all be very happy now that their King had
been crowned. But many didn’t like the fact that
a teenage girl was in charge of so many things.
So they began to disregard her instructions, and
again suffered many defeats.

During Easter, 1430, the voices told Joan she
would be captured. She mentioned this to no-
body, for fear it might discourage those who still
believed in her. She kept right on fighting. On
May 23, 1430, she was taken captive by French
soldiers who were fighting for the English .

dinary people cannot do. So, her accusers had to
say her powers were evil. They couldn’t say they
had come from God, that would have meant they
had been fighting against Him.

The trial was held in Rouen from February 21
to May 23, 1431. It was not fair; Joan was not al-
lowed to have a lawyer. Yet she was sentenced
to death.

But her spirit could not be killed. The French
now began to fight better than ever before.
Twenty-two years after her death, the English
had lost all of France except a town named Ca-
lais, and made peace. When the war began, they
had held half of France, now just a little port.
And a hundred years later, they lost even it!

But that doesn’t mean England lost the war.
In a way, it also was a winner. It learned to look
away from France and Europe to other places,
like America. So the English settled America and
started what became the United States of Ameri-
ca. Aren’t you glad that sweet little peasant girl
from France obeyed those heavenly angels voic-

They promptly turned her over to their mas-  es? a
ters, who set up a Church trial. Joan was accused —A Probationer
of being a witch. She had done many things or-
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Rosicrucian Fellowship devoted to the
application of the Christian Teaching to
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Western Wisdom Teachings.
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STUDY WITH US

The Rosicrucian Fellowship is an association of Christian men and women banded together for the purpose of helping to make
Christianity a living factor in the world. Its teachings give a definite, logical, and sequential explanation of the origin, evolution,
| and future development of the world and man, from both the spiritual and scientific aspects. The Fellowship has no connection
with any other organization.

Upon completion of the Preliminary Philosophy Course, one may become a Regular Student and receive a monthly Student Letter
and Lesson. After two years of Regular Studentship, during which time the aspirant has striven to practice self-control and “lov-
ing, self-forgetting service to others,” the next step may be applied for: Probationership.

The following courses are available by correspondence:

WESTERN WISDOM PHILOSOPHY: explains many of the Occult facts associated with Esoteric Christianity while affirming
the reality of Christ and His work. The Preliminary Course of 12 lessons provides a basic understanding of the planes of Nature
that are invisible to the ordinary sight, as outlined in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, the course textbook, while the
Supplementary Course of 40 lessons allows the student to proceed to more advanced studies and begin to mold his or her life into
an expression of confident, radiant power!

WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE COURSE: a correspondence course of 28 lessons compiled from the profound writings of Max
Heindel, makes clear the “inner meanings” of the Scriptures and reveals the underlying principles upon which both science and
religion are based. Will help the student to recognize the Bible as a spiritual Guide of inestimable value and to interpret and
understand the “secrets™ of life it contains.

SPIRITUAL ASTROLOGY COURSES: sets forth the Cosmic aspects of the science of the stars in the light of occult
philosophy and its application to daily life in accordance with spiritual Law. The Junior Course (26 lessons) covers the setting up
of the Chart and then advances to chart interpretation. The Senior Course (12 lessons) covers the esoteric phases of horoscope
delineation. The Senior Extension Course (13 lessons) covers in-depth horoscope reading, including progressions and transits.
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USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM

BOOKS BY MAX HEINDEL QTY |PRICE|TOTAL
(J Yes! enolimeasa
The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception 11.95 ) . .
Rosicrucian Fellowship student:
Ancient and Modem Initiation 8.95 ) .
— O Icertify that I am not a hypnotist,
Freemasonry and Catholicism 7.95 professional medium, palmist or
Gleanings of a Mystic 7.95 astrologer.
Occult Principles of Health and Healing 12.95 I wish to study:
Teachings of an Initiate 9.95 U PHILOSOPHY
Astro-Diagnosis — A Guide to Healing 9.95 O WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE
The Message of the Stars 15.95 O ASTROLOGY
The Web of Destiny 8.95 All courses are available on a free-will
love offering basis.
Postage and handling: Subtotal....................
$1.95 — 1st book; 75¢ — each additional.
California residents add 7333(% sales tax. POSIAE.cvrsvvs v Mail this order form to:
Sales Tax.....c.cccvrnuns.. 1
Make check or money order payable to: TOTAL )
The Rosicrucian Fellowship =~ TTTTTTTTRE The Rosicrucian Fellowship — Dept., R/1
P.O. Box 713
Amtenclosed: §.................... Q Check 0 VISA [ MasterCard Oceanside, California 92049-0713
Card NO....cocerrrreerrrereenrnns Exp. Date......cccceeevereerrvrannens US.A.
SINALUT.....veveuirerireriererieresssessssesssesesessssssesesesssssssssssesensnsassensssans
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
NAINE ...ttt se st s b s e s b a b e b e ses s b en s b e e b s s e e sneneeteseesemmssesesasenesesnns
Address




The Rosicrucian Fellowship

ORDER FORM
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o INTERNATIONAL EDITION :iii:

QO THE ROSICRUCIAN o
FELLOWSHIP
PUBLISHER

—Foreign Postage $4.12 for the first book—$2,00 for each additional book.

Make check or Money Order Payable to The Rosicrucian Fellowship - Dept, R/1
P.0. Box 713 - Oceanside, California 92048-0713— Fax No. (618) 721-3806

Amount Enclosed $................ J Check J Visa J Master Card

Card No. ersesseenennnnnn EXP. Date
Signature







