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Thanksgibing

Ebm twe offer thanksgiving and praige twe put
ourgelbes in a faborable pogition to the lato of attraction,
& veceptive gtate where we map receivbe a new dotwnpour-

ing of the Spirit of Love and Light, and which thus
brings us neaver to our abored ideal. —Max Beindel

@banksgihing Bay ig onlp our annual time for saping
grace at the table of efernal goodness.
— James A Ludlotw

3‘ f gratitude ig due from children to their earthly
parents, hotw much move ig the gratitude of the great family of man due to our Father in heaben! —
Bogea Ballou

3]%0 thanksgibing i complete without its generous thought of those who are not g0 fabored ag fwe
ave. The truly grateful heart alwaps thinks of giving blessing to some other. —J.€. Miller

@ gibe thanks unto the Lord; for Be ig good; for Bis merry endureth forever. —Psalm 106:1

?Ltt ug give thanks to God upon Thanksgiving Bap. Nature i beautiful and fellotw men are dear,
and butp ig cloge begide ug, and Gob i ober ug and in us. We want to trust Bim with a fuller trust,
an® go at [agt to come to the high life wheve we shall “be caveful for nothing, but in eberpthing, by
praper and supplication, with thanksgiving, let our request be made kuotwn unto Gob;” for that, and
that alone ig peace. —Phillips Brooks

gustiuz ig often pale and melancholy; but Gratitude, her daughter, ig constantly in the flotw of spirits
and the bloom of lobeliness. —Lanber.

;Lmk ober the whole creation, and pou ghall gee that the band, or cement, that holds together all the
parts of this great and glorious fabric is gratitube. —South

gﬂ flotwers carry detodrops, trembling on the edges of the petals, and ready to fall at the fivst waft of
wind or brush of bird, 3o the heact should carry its beabed words of thanksgiving; and at the fivst
breath of heabenlp fabor, let doton the shotwer, perfumed with the heart’'s gratitude. —MWeether

;92 that bag nature in him must be grateful; it is the Creator’s primary great latw, that links the
thain of beings to each other. —Aladden
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nd It Qome To Pass in those
duys, that there fuent out a dervee
from Qeesar Augustus, that all
7 the fworld should be faxed. (Aund
this fuxing fuas first made fuken
Qyrenins fas gowernor of
Syria.) And all feent to be faxed, eurery one info
his ofn city: And Joseph also fwent up from
Bulilee, ont of the ity of Nuzareth, into Judees,
unfo the city of Bawid, which is called Bethle-
lens; (because he foas of the house and lineage
of Bavid:) o be faxed fwith Mary his espoused
fuife, heing great foith child.

C.Anh so it fuas, that, fohile they foere there,
the days fwere arcomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought fortl her firsthorn
son, and focapped him in siwaddling clothes, and
lid lime in o menger; berause there foas no room
for them in the un.

(A.nh there fuere in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping fwatch over their
tlock by night.

(A.nh, la, the angel of the Tord came upon
them, and the glory of the Zord shone round
about them: and they fuere sore afraid.

C.Anh the angel said unto them, Frear not:
for, behold, J bring you gﬁuh tidings of great
joy, fuhich shall be to all people. For unta
you is born this day in the city of David
Supiour, fulich is Christ the Word. And this
shall be u sign unto you; Ye shall find the
habe forapped in stoaddling clothes, lying in

a4 manger.

Anh suddenly there fuas fwith the angel a
mulfitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying, Glory to God in the fighest, and
on earth peare, good foill fofoard men.

Fuke 2:1-14
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EDITORIAL

The Supreme Gift

NCE MORE in the course of a year
we are upon the eve of Christmas, but
|/ it must not be forgotten that the birth
7 of Christ upon Earth is the death of

e Christ to the glory of heaven.

As we live in our body during the daytime, work
out the destiny which we have created for ourselves
in the Physical World, and are then liberated at night
into the higher worlds to recuperate, so also there is
this ebb and flow of the Christ Spirit. It dwells
within our Earth a part of the year and then with-
draws into the higher worlds. Thus Christmas is for
Christ the commencement of a day of physical life,
the beginning of a period of restriction.

What then should be the aspiration of the devout
and enlightened mystic who realizes the greatness
of His sacrifice, the greatness of this gift which is
being bestowed upon mankind by God at this time
of the year; who realizes this sacrifice of the Christ
for our sake, this giving Himself, subjecting Him-
self to a virtual death that we may live; this wonder-
ful love that is being poured out upon the Earth at
this time — what should be his aspiration?

What but to imitate in however small a measure
the wonderful works of God! He should aspire to
make himself more the servant of the Cross than
ever before, more closely to follow the Christ in
everything by sacrificing himself for his brothers
and sisters, by uplifting humanity within his imme-
diate sphere of work so as to hasten the day of
liberation for which the Christ Spirit is waiting,
groaning, and travailing. We mean the permanent
liberation, the day and the coming of Christ.

To realize this aspiration in the fullest measure,
let us go forth during the coming year with full
self-reliance and faith. If we have heretofore de-
spaired of our ability to work for Christ, then let this

despair pass, for has He not said: “Greater works
than these shall ye do?” Would He who has the word
of truth have said such things if it were not possible
to realize them? All things are possible to them that
love God.

—Max Heindel
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Thankful Heart

I like Spring, but it is too young; I &f\ﬁ-}. T THE LAST SUPPER (John
like Summer, but it is too proud. So _ 4\ 22:14-38) Christ Jesus gave thanks
I like best of all Autumn, because . when He took up the cup and the
its leaves are a little yellow, its tone ~ ", bread; when He fed the five thousand
mellower, its color richer, and it is .\ (Mark 6:37-42), He blessed the
tinged a little with sorrow. Its gold- ) oaves and the fishes. Thus, He set an
en richness speaks not of the inno- § example for His adherents to follow

cence of Spring, or of the power of N in using the powers which unfold
Summer, but of the mellowness and from within one who strives to walk the way of the
the kindly wisdom of approaching New Dispensation—the Way of Love.

age. It knows the limitations of life THANKSGIVING! There are comparatively few
and is content... —Lin Yutang who realize how potent a force for healing is con-
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tained in this word so familiar to
all of us! It bridges the gap be-
tween the concepts of matter and
spirit. In three simple, unadorned

ous journey over perilous seas,
the first act of our Pilgrim forefa-
thers, after setting foot on the
land to which destiny had guided

words, “the thankful heart,” lies
a truth that is transcendental.
Ours is a universe of law. When
we offer thanksgiving and praise
we put ourselves in harmony
with the law of attraction, we
open the floodgates of our good,
and so become receptive to an
ever greater downpouring of the
blessings which man so ardently
seeks. A good and bountiful Fa-
ther has vouchsafed to man a day
of Thanksgiving! Let us bear in
mind always the true meaning
and purpose of this day. Then we
can be sure that we will do all
things to the glory of God. To be
truly thankful helps to lift the
consciousness to a realization of
the spiritual impetus which one
receives when gratitude fills the
mind and heart for the many
blessings which one has already
received.

Following their long and ardu-

them, was to give thanks to God.
This one act set the keynote for
the glorious new age about to
dawn. Why was the giving of
thanks to God for a bountiful har-
vest the first consideration of our
Pilgrim Fathers who had faced
disaster after three successive
crop failures? Their lives were
based upon faith in God’s guid-
ance. They knew that a thankful
heart is the magic key which un-
locks doors to the blessings of
God through His boundless
good.

There is in our lives a ceaseless
balance to be maintained, a right
perception of the cause, the ne-
cessity of and the proper evalu-
ation of all earthly things. As we
learn to establish priorities
through our working towards the
realization of such a balance in
our lives, there is a continual un-
foldment in consciousness with

fewer and fewer diversions from
our prescribed course. Gratitude
for the bounties of God thus re-
vealed creates an inner
tranquility.

Truth, enlightenment, wis-
dom, and omniscience come to
those who have learned thanks-
giving and true humility. When
our hearts grow humble and
guileless, we come closer to the
spiritual realm and become ever
more endowed with spiritual in-
sight. We rise above the changing
circumstances of material life,
above worldly opinion, and
above personal and global catas-
trophes. When we can feel and
express within ourselves, in all
sincerity and thankfulness, the
reverent, compassionate humil-
ity so well understood and exem-
plified by the Christ himself, then
no material consideration, no
temporal upheaval, no secular
burden, will ever again have the
power to thwart or overcome us.

What we must realize is
that gratitude is not
dependent upon things.
What we own or are
given is of little
importance. True
gratitude springs from
the inner knowledge of
who we are and the outer
living to that highest
within.

We will have changed the whole
order of things in our outer life
and be eternally uplifted by the
serenity of our inner life. We will
then be able to overcome just as
Christ Jesus has overcome.
“Our whole life should speak
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When we offer
thanksgiving and
praise we put
ourselves in
harmony with
the law of
attraction, we
open the
floodgates of our
good, and so
become receptive
to an ever
greater
downpouring of
the blessings
which man so
ardently seeks.

for our thankfulness; every con-
dition and place we are in should
be a witness of our thankful-
ness.” It is good to set aside a day
of Thanksgiving and to partici-
pate with our fellow men in
hymns of gratitude to God. It is
good to join together in brotherly
fellowship, praising the One to
Whom we owe all. At the same
time, we must remember that the
act of giving thanks should oc-
cupy every moment of our lives.
Everything that comes to us,
every encounter we face, every
“wind of fortune” that flows our
way, is an obvious or a disguised
blessing. Even that which we re-
gard as dire calamity represents
an opportunity to rid ourselves of
debts of destiny or to make soul
growth. We should be prepared to
give thanks perpetually for these
visitations and for the little trials

and tribulations of daily life, as
well as for our obvious joys and
blessings.

Thanksgiving is expressed as
much by thought and deed as by
prayer and song. It is not ex-
pected that we be constantly on
our knees speaking gratitude. Far
from it. What is expected is that
we show our gratitude by the way
in which we live our lives. We
show our gratitude best by serv-
ing our fellow men. We also
show it by cheerful countenance,
words of encouragement to oth-
ers, and concrete expressions of
sympathy and love to those we
encounter. If “every condition
and place we are in is a witness
of our thankfulness,” the effect
for good in our surroundings is
great indeed. We all know people
whose very presence causes re-
Jjoicing, and who, without visible
effort, seem to enhance every
context in which they move.
These people are giving thanks to
God in a way most pleasing—the
way of continuing service to their
fellows. Their very presence in-
spires, comforts, enriches and
gladdens; their every thought is
how to help their fellow men.
They are serene, content, and
boundlessly fulfilled by virtue of
their untiring desire and ability to
work in the vineyard of Christ.
This is the secret of perpetual
Thanksgiving.

A single grateful thought to-
wards heaven is the most perfect
prayer. Praise and thanksgiving
open the very flood gates of
heaven. He who gives thanks for
that which he has, prepares the
way to receive more. Ingratitude
and discontent are restricting and
narrowing, closing the door to
future blessings. He who loves
the Lord sings His praises and
gives thanks to Him—not for

what he may or may not receive
from Him. To seek God for His
sake alone is to seek all that there
is, and to find Him is to gain all.

There are times when we can
find nothing in the material scene
for which to be grateful. Perhaps,
if we would stop at these times
and think, we should realize, and
feel grateful for that which is not
seen materially, but that which is

A single grateful
thought towards
heaven is the
most perfect
prayer. Praise
and
thanksgiving
open the very
flood gates of
heaven. He who
gives thanks for
that which he
has, prepares
the way to
receive more.

the root and foundation of our
very lives. If we can find the con-
viction to lift our heart and voices
in praise, concentrating on the
Eternal instead of the temporal,
we will find the weight of our
problems lightened as our per-
spective returns to its proper fo-
cus. Such action aids in clearing
the mind, making us more aware
of the guidance which has been
available since the beginning but
which has been hidden under our
own self-pity.
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T e . g
By performing this menial task, the Christ acknowledged His debt to His disciples.

In Web of Destiny, Max Heindel says: “What shall be the burden
of our invocation? And the answer is, generally, Praise and Adora-
- tion. We must get away from the idea that every time we approach
our Father in Heaven we must ask for something. . . When we offer
thanksgiving and praise we put ourselves in a favorable position to
the law of attraction, a receptive state where we may receive a new
down-pouring of the Spirit of Love and Light, and which thus brings
us nearer to our adored ideal.” The habit of giving praise and
thanksgiving brings with it joy. Like any habit, it must be practiced
to become automatic; and at first there may be times when it seems
difficult or impossible to do. If we persevere, after a while we will
find it becoming easier, for we will have learned that giving praise to
God, even in the face of difficulties, somehow lightens the burden
and begins to lift us again. Our minds begin to clear and to open to
the guidance which has been there all along.

Mr. Heindel tells us “gratitude makes for soul-growth.” Speaking
of Christ washing the disciples’ feet, he says it was a “symbol of the
attitude of mind which was of great significance as a factor in soul
growth...we see that in nature the higher feeds upon and is dependent
upon the lower for its growth and further evolution.” By performing
this menial task, the Christ acknowledged His debt to His disciples.

We are thankful when another does a service for us or helps us.
But now we see that it is an even greater cause for thanksgiving when
we are given the opportunity to help someone else. No matter what
our present state, if we search we are sure to find reasons for gratitude.
Even if our situation is not what we would like, there is always a
chance to assist another in some way. What we must realize is that
gratitude is not dependent upon rhings. What we own or are given is
of little importance. True gratitude springs from the inner knowledge
of who we are and the outer living to that highest within.

In this month of national
Thanksgiving we may find much
in our lives for which to be grate-
ful—in service given and service
received. Developing the habit of
gratitude and thanksgiving brings
anew dimension into our lives. We
are drawn away from selfish pur-
suits and become more aware of
the needs of others. “In everything
give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.” I Thessalonians 5:18.

Through everyone and in every
circumstance of our lives God re-
veals Himself in endless blessings.
Nevertheless it is we who must
open the channel for ever greater
capabilities to manifest in our
lives. As we cultivate the Spirit
inherent in the grateful heart, we
achieve an harmonious integration
of the various organs of our bodies.
This is, in turn, expressed as
health. Thus does each child of
God become an integrated Whole.
“Above all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfectness.
And let the peace of God rule in
your hearts; . . . and be ye thank-
ful.” Colossians 3:14-15.

This Thanksgiving season take
a moment in a quiet spot and give
thanks for our higher selves and
for the capacity to grow and serve.
Be thankful for the riches of the
Spirit which are ours. Be thankful
for eyes to see, ears to hear and a
heart to understand and for all the
beauty in the world. Be thankful
for personal peace and joy. Our
future depends upon our spiritual
unfoldment, the realization of our
potential, the development of our
skills and talents, our dreams and
our attitude toward life.

Let us give thanks for all that we
are, and all that we may become.
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!Q

—Frieda Mader
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Charles Dickens’— A (lristmas @arol

Occultly Considered

HIS LITERARY

GEM OF CHARLES

DICKENS has been a

household word in the
English-speaking world. There is
an appeal woven into it that strikes
to the heartstrings of all who are
familiar with the English tradition
of Christmas. In it the occult stu-
dent finds much food for thought,
because it reveals clearly that
Charles Dickens was familiar with
the teachings of the Western
Wisdom School, and it is season-
able to consider it now.

The opening chapter gives the
facts of the death of Marley, and
the connection of Scrooge to the
dead man; also great emphasis is
laid on the fact that Marley is as
dead as a door nail, and that
Scrooge recognized and knew of
his death. Here Dickens is portray-
ing the crystallized consciousness
of the materialist, who is sunk in
the vain and worthless quest for
the acquisition of wealth, and who
is dead to all the finer, softer
promptings of the higher self.
Scrooge and Marley were the
epitome of calloused greed and
selfishness, and this is presented to
give a vivid contrast to the living,
pulsating vibration that is so
marked at this particular season. It
is called the Christmas Spirit, but
inreality it is the renewal of the life
of the Earth, through the return of
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Scrooge made haste, with both hands, to
make up to all those who had suffered
through him,

the great Christ Spirit, and this
story shows its wonderful power.
Scrooge was a hard subject to
impress, as revealed in the re-
mark: “If I could work my will,”
said Scrooge indignantly, “every
idiot who goes about with ‘Merry
Christmas’ on his lips, should be
boiled with his own pudding, and
buried with a stake of holly
through his heart. He should.”
But even this hardened scoffer
eventually melted under the
Christ Spirit of compassion and
love. His utter lack of sympathy
is shown in his treatment of his
clerk, his nephew, and the two
men who pleaded for the poor.

His nephew proclaims his be-
lief in Christmas in the following
confession: “There are many
things from which I have not
profited, I dare say, Christmas
among the rest. But I am sure I
have always thought of Christ-
mas-time, when it has come
round, apart from the veneration
due to its sacred name and origin,
if anything belonging to it can be
apart from that, as a good time, a
kind, forgiving, charitable, pleas-
ant time; the only time I know of
in the long calendar of the year,
when men and women seem by
one consent to open their shut- up
hearts freely, and to think of peo-
ple below them, as if they really
were fellow passengers to the
grave, and not another race of
creatures bound on other jour-
neys. And therefore, Uncle,
though it has never put a scrap of
gold or silver in my pockets, I
believe that it has done me, and
will do me good; and I say, God
bless it.” This proclaims the in-
fluence of the Christ Spirit in pro-
moting the Brotherhood of Man.

Scrooge’s state of conscious-
ness is readily shown by his sur-
roundings—hig office and
gloomy living quarters. His
awakening starts when he be-
holds Marley’s face on the big

What we
cling to in
life, clings to
us after
death, be it
good or ill!

door knocker. This stirred him
considerably, but he scoffed at it.
Later in the evening he is again
startled by psychic happenings,

or ghosts, in common parlance.
Into the description of Marley’s
ghost, Dickens weaves the occult
facts of life after death. Scrooge
sees Marley as he was in life ex-
cept that his body is transparent,

Scrooge
represents the
lower, selfish
nature which
tries to put
out all the
higher
thoughts and
emotions, and
stifle the voice
of conscience.

and the buttons on the back of his
coat can be plainly seen through
the body. The narrative goes on,
showing how Marley has a chain
round his waist, and it winds
round and hangs like a tail. It is
made of cash boxes, keys, pad-
locks, ledgers, deeds, and heavy
purses wrought in steel, and all
these are hanging on him, an aw-
ful reminder of the things of
dross that he worshipped in life.
What we cling to in life, clings to
us after death, be it good or ill!
Scrooge, trembling, addresses
the ghostly visitor:

“You are fettered. Tell me
why.”

“I wear the chain I forged in
life,” replied the Ghost. “I made
it link by link, and yard by yard;
I girded it on of my own free will,
and of my own free will I wore
it.”

Ghostly Marley also tells
Scrooge that he has a heavy chain
attached to him which is now in-
visible. In advanced teachings
we know that we do create con-
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ditions in the subtle substance of
the Invisible Worlds. These con-
ditions are as real to us there as
the dense forms of the material
world are here. This truth is
graphically stated by Dickens in
this way. He also knows that we
have to suffer there in conscious-
ness until we have learned the
necessary lesson through suffer-
ing and remorse. Dickens em-
phasizes this in the continuing
conversation of Scrooge and his
visitor,

“Seven years dead,” mused
Scrooge, “and traveling all the
time.”

“The whole time,” said the
Ghost, “no rest, no peace. Inces-
sant torture of remorse.” Later

the phantom proceeds, “O cap-
tive, bound and double ironed,
not to know that ages of incessant
labor, by immortal creatures, for
this earth must pass into eternity
before the good of which it is
susceptible is all developed. Not
to know that any Christian Spirit
working kindly in its little
sphere, whatever it may be, will
find its mortal life too short for its
vast means of usefulness. Not to
know that no space of regret can
make amends for one life’s op-
portunities unused. Yet such was
I' Oh, such was I!”

This explanation is very simi-
lar to that given in The Rosicru-
cian Cosmo-Conception on page
104. The case of a miser is there

In advanced
teachings we
know that we
do create
conditions in
the subtle
substance of
the Invisible
Worlds.

used to show how the desires of
earth cling to us in the after-death
condition. At length these condi-
tions drop away, and we are free
to go on to other lessons that we
learn in between lives, because
evolution is a fact in the Invisible

Gleanings of a Mystic

24 Lessons on Practical Mysticism

by Max Heindel

““THROUGH ERROR AND THROUGH SUFFERING. ..” Max
Heindel was at last given that living water by which he was able to
quench the spiritual thirst of many souls. This book contains some of
his deepest thoughts...the results of many years of research and
occult investigation. Notable chapters include:

Initiation: What It Is and Is Not
The Sacrament of Communion
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Marriage
Magic: Black and White
The Lock of Upliftment

196 Pages. Indexed. Paper. Published by
The Rosicrucian Fellowship.

only
$7.95
- Order Now!

(Order on page 64)
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Worlds as it is in the visible.

After a little more conversation, Marley prepares
to depart but warns Scrooge that he still has a chance
to retrieve conditions he has built on the Earth plane.
He also announces that he will be visited by three
Spirits who will come at certain stated times. The
spectre then departs through the window, which
opens as the Ghost approaches. It is interesting that
Dickens was aware of the fact that Spirits in the
Desire World cannot see nor pass through glass, so
he makes the window open for Marley to leave.
These are details which confirm the knowledge
possessed by Dickens. Scrooge follows to the win-
dow and there he sees many other phantoms in the
same plight as Marley, all wandering about and
moaning because now they want to do the good they
neglected to do in the physical life.

The next step in Scrooge’s experience is the
advent of the first of the three Spirits. One peculiar-
ity about this first Spirit, or “Ghost of Christmas
Past” was that the figure fluctuated and changed in
appearance with startling rapidity. This coincides
with the Rosicrucian Teachings relative to the con-
ditions in the Desire World. The Spirit insists that
Scrooge come along, and they pass through the wall
and start on a journey. During this journey, Scrooge
is taken to revisit scenes of his early life. This brings
about the awakening of his heart, and he again
experiences the feelings and emotions of his lonely
youth as he views his school days, the period of
apprenticeship, and his early manhood. His hopes,
joys, and sorrows of a bygone day are revived. He
suffers acutely when reviewing a scene with his
former sweetheart, particularly the scene in which
his engagement is broken. The family bliss of the
wife, husband, and daughter moves him profoundly
when he realizes that it is the picture of what might
have been. This so upsets Scrooge that he struggles
against the influence of this ghostly visitant, and he
seizes the peculiar pointed cap of the Spirit and
forces it down over its head. Then Scrooge awakens
and finds himself in his own room.

So it is with the Higher Self and conscience in
man. Scrooge represents the lower, selfish nature
which tries to put out all the higher thoughts and
emotions, and stifle the voice of conscience. But the
Spirit of the Christ every year permeates the Earth
and fills the atmosphere with the wonderful vibrat-
ing love that penetrates and softens even the most
hardened for the time being. So the “Spirit of Christ-
mas Past” registered a victory, for it stirred up the
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Tord, help me to live from day fo day
In suck u selfforgetfing fay

@t even fwhen 3 hueel to pray

My prayer will be for Others.

o ewer be gincere and frue
Aud koot that all I do for you
Must needs be done for ®thers.

Aud fohen my foork on Barth is done
Aud my nefn foork in Heaten begun,
May J forget the rrofon I've foon
Mhile thinking sfill of Gthers

®Others, Tord, yes Others,
et this my motto be,

Help me to live for Others
@That I may live for Thee.

—Charles D. Meigs

higher part of Scrooge and made him feel remorse.

Then came the second ghostly visitor, “The Spirit
of Christmas Present,” whom Scrooge finds in his
living room. This Spirit, a jolly giant, is surrounded
by all the traditional good fare of Christmas. This is
symbolic of the way in which the good will of
Christmas expresses itself, and should be mani-
fested in an abundance and overflowing to each and
all who are in need. Tonight Scrooge is in a chas-
tened mood and tells the Phantom so.

“Spirit,” said Scrooge submissively, “conduct me
where you will. I went forth last night on compul-
sion, and I learned a lesson which is working now.
Tonight, if you have aught to teach me, let me profit

i
o

Help me in all the work J do .

by it.”

Here is the awakening of the Higher Self.
Scrooge is willing to listen and learn. The Spirit
takes Scrooge and shows him the poor common
people, struggling to take part in the Christmas
festivities—the Spirit evincing very intense interest
in their affairs and radiating harmony and good will
over them by its magic touch as it passed.

The home of Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s poor over-
worked clerk, is the first place visited, and although
poor, it is clean and scintillating with love and
family happiness. The kindly Spirit who is
Scrooge’s guide, blesses Bob Cratchit’s humble
dwelling. Then Scrooge sees how Bob and his fam-
ily enter into the true spirit of Christmas: he sees all
the children and the wife, who is making a brave
showing on the miserable pittance that Scrooge
allows Bob Cratchit as a weekly wage. He sees Tiny
Tim, the little cripple who has such a brave soul in
his tiny hampered form, and whom the family love
dearly. The interest of Scrooge is aroused by the
crippled child, and he asks if Tiny Tim will live.

“I see a vacant seat,” replied the Ghost, “in the
poor chimney corner, and a crutch without an
owner, carefully preserved. If these shadows remain
unaltered by the Future, the child will die.”

Scrooge, in an agony of remorse, remembering
the beggarly wages he paid the father, pleaded that
the child might live. Occultly it is known that before
anything happens in the physical world, an arche-
type is formed in the substance of the higher world.
This can be seen with the sight of that world. But
this archetype can be altered under certain condi-
tions, and Dickens knew this phase of occult law. In
Scrooge’s grief about Tiny Tim is the influence of
the Christmas Spirit working upon greed and self-
ishness, an awakening of the higher nature that
manifests in compassion and good will.

When the awakened Spirit in man
realizes the danger of a life lived for
the expression of the lower nature
alone, then comes this agony of
repentance.

The Spirit took Scrooge to other scenes of cele-
bration of Christmas. He saw that men did have a
kinder and more tolerant spirit to each other at this

12
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he miser who loved
his gold in earth life
loves it just as

dearly after death; but in
the first place he cannot ac-
quire any more, because he
has no longer a dense body
wherewith to grasp it and
worst of all, he cannoteven
keep what he hoarded dur-
ing life. He will, perhaps,
go and sit by his safe and
watch the cherished gold
or bonds; but the heirs ap-
pear and with, it may be, a
stinging jeer at the “stingy
old fool” (whom they do
not see, but who both sees
and hears them), will open
his safe, and though he
may throw himself over his
gold to protect it, they will
put their hands through
him, neither knowing nor
caring that he is there, and
will then proceed to spend
his hoard, while he suffers
in sorrow and impotent
rage.

He will suffer keenly,
his sufferings all the more
terrible on account of be-
ing entirely mental, be-
cause the dense body dulls
even suffering to some ex-
tent. In the Desire World,
however, these sufferings
have full sway and the man
suffers until he learns that
gold may be a curse. Thus
he gradually becomes con-
tented with his lot and at
last is freed from his desire
body and is ready to go on.

Max Heindel, The Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception, pp.,

104-05,

holy season. He saw his nephew
having a good time with his
friend, and he even had a kind
thought for his miserly uncle.
Scrooge and the Ghost pass on,
and the latter shows Scrooge two
poor wretched children who are
named “Ignorance” and “Want.”
The Ghost proclaims the
wretched creatures to be the chil-
dren of Man. At this “The Ghost
of Christmas Present,” vanishes.

But Scrooge is not yet through
with ghosts, because true to Mar-
ley’s prophecy, the third and last
appears—a hooded, draped, and
solemn phantom: “The Ghost of
Christmas Yet to Come.” This
last visitant takes Scrooge to the
city to hear a group of men dis-
cussing his death in a flippant
way, wondering what he has
done with his money. Then he
sees the laundress and the char-
woman who have pilfered what
they can from his house and are
selling these articles. They talk of
him with contempt and loathing,
while Scrooge, unseen, listens in
horror.

Then the Phantom takes him to
hear what one of his poor debtors
says about his death, and again to
visit Bob Cratchit’s home, where
they find the family broken-
hearted, trying to hide their grief.
Tiny Tim has not won his un-
equal fight. If Scrooge had only
given his father a living wage, so
much more could have been done
for the small sufferer.

All this seethes through a re-
pentant Scrooge as the hooded
Ghost takes Scrooge to the grand
finale of his spiritual awakening.
He shows him his own tombstone
with “Ebenezer Scrooge” on it.
In bitter repentance Scrooge en-
treats the Ghost to tell him he still
has a chance to make amends for
the past.

...the Spirit of the
Christ every year
permeates the Earth
and fills the
atmosphere with the
wonderful vibrating
love that penetrates and
softens...

“Good Spirit,” he pursued, as
down upon the ground he fell
before it, “your nature intercedes
for me and pities me. Answer me
that I yet may change these shad-
ows you have shown me, by an
altered life ... I will honor Christ-
mas in my heart, and try to keep
it all the year. I will live in the
Past, Present, and Future. The
Spirits of all three shall strive
within me. I will not shut out the
lessons that they teach. Oh, tell
me I may sponge away the writ-
ing on this stone.”

When the awakened Spirit in
man realizes the danger of a life
lived for the expression of the
lower nature alone, then comes
this agony of repentance.
Scrooge awakens, and joyfully
recognizes that he has a chance,
and he proclaims: “The shadows
of the things that might have been
may be dispelled.”

Indeed they were, for Scrooge
made haste, with both hands, to
make up to all those who had
suffered through him. The
Christmas Carol ends trium-
phantly with Bob Cratchit’s fam-
ily, centering upon Tiny Tim who
does not die, but concludes with
his beautiful and heartfelt little
doxology: “God bless us — eve-
ryone.”

—A.S.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Christmas Traditions

OU KNOW THE

BIBLICAL STORY

of the birth of the Babe

of Bethlehem. The

birth of Jesus is the

reason for the season,
but do you know why Christmas is
observed the way it is? Why do we
celebrate Christmas on December
2571tis not known for certain what
day the Holy Birth occurred. But
the Romans observed the birth of
Sol Invictus, the Unconquerable
Sun, on this day so it was fitting to
change the celebration to the “ris-
ing of the Sun of Righteousness”
and thereby draw away those who
worshipped the pagan god Mithra,
who was the chief competitor to
Christianity."

Twelve days after Christmas, on
January 6, we celebrate the Epiph-
any which is believed to be the day
of the visit from the wise men of
the East.” In some parts of the
country it is commemorated by a
priest of the Eastern Orthodox
Church tossing a cross into ocean,
lake, or river followed by men div-
ing to retrieve it—even in freezing
weather.” The Christmas carol

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” The angel’s song in Luke 2 has been called the first carol.
derives from this celebration of the
Epiphany. beautiful hymn was written Christmas Eve 1818 in the Austrian

The Christmas season is heavily ~ province of Salzburg when parish priest Josef Mohr, walking home
celebrated with song, the most fa-  after administering the last rites to an old woman, was overcome by
vorite of which may well be “Si-  nature’s nocturnal stillness. He thought, “It must have been some-
lent Night, Holy Night.” This thing like this—that silent, holy night in Bethlehem.”* Hastening
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The word créche is French for cradle and is the
display of the nativity scene.

home, he quickly penned three verses. The next
morning he took the poem to his friend Franz
Gruber who, upon reading it, thought he heard an
angel chorus and quickly composed the music. He
sang it to his wife. “We will die—you and I,” she
said, “but this song will live.”

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” was written fifty
years later by Boston’s beloved Episcopal Bishop,
Phillips Brooks. His Sunday School class asked him
to write a Christmas song three years after his visit
to the Holy Land. “O Come All Ye Faithful” was
written in the 13th century by Bonaventura, Bishop
of Albano, Italy—though it is usually cailed “The
Portuguese Hymn.” This was President Theodore
Roosevelt’s favorite.

England’s chief contribution to Christmas hymns
may well be “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing,” com-
posed by John Wesley’s younger brother Charles
who was author of 6,000 sacred poems. The musical
setting came from Germany’s Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy’s “Festgesang for Male Chorus and Or-
chestra.”

The festive Christmas season would not be com-
plete without the Christmas carols. The angel’s song
in Luke 2 has been called the first carol. There are
two explanations for the derivation and meaning of
the word “carol.” The first comes from the old
French word caroler, meaning to dance in a ring.
The second is from the Latin word choraula, mean-
ing chorus. Carols may also be defined as less
solemn and formal than regular hymns in the sense
that they are mainly of popular grass roots origin
rather than the work of a well-known composer.
Often they, like hymns, are set in popular, pre-
viously secular tunes such as ballads. In others, they
are the spontaneous outbursts of someone’s joy.
Saint Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), abeloved trou-
badour for God, is generally credited with being the
first to popularize carols. And carols survived both
the 17th century Puritan repression and the 18th
century secular sophistication by maintaining great
popular appeal.

..like hymns, (carols) are set in popular, previously
secular tunes such as ballads.

For the same reason of popular appeal, Santa
Claus became an integral part of the American
Christmas, though his is different in many ways.
The power of his appeal is well illustrated by an
incident which occurred in Indiana in 1852. German
speaking Swiss immigrants, having settled a com-
munity and built their church, gathered to celebrate
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Clement Clark Moore’s poem, with drawings by Thomas Nast,
more than anything became the standard of Santa Claus which
Americans know today.

their first Christmas Eve. After the service, they
called a meeting to determine what name to call their
village, but could not agree. Their discussion was
interrupted by the arrival of someone dressed as
Santa Claus. The children, who had been sitting
quietly, began shouting “Santa Claus, Santa Claus.”
The result was that the town was named Santa
Claus. Today it has the most popular postmark in
America. Yes, there is a Santa Claus’ here in the
United States, but there is still some question con-
cerning that fabled jolly man and his residence at
the North Pole.

Santa Claus is just legend, but the legend is based
on the beautiful life of a real person who was born
to a devout couple, Epiphaneos and Nona, in the
Lycian town of Patara, sometime late in the third
century. Patara is in what is now southwest Turkey.®
Because this couple had been childless through
three decades of marriage, the birth of their son was
considered a miracle and it gave rise to numerous
“unusual” stories about young Nicholas. They in-
cluded that, immediately upon birth he stood up in
his bath and raised his hands to God as in prayer,
and that he refused to nurse on the Christian fast
days.

Nicholas’ parents hoped he might become a
monk, like the uncle for whom he was named. But
an epidemic took their lives while he was in his teens
so they did not live to see how his uncle Nicholas
joyfully arranged for his orphaned namesake to
enter the monastery at Xanthos. In order to enter the

monastery, he had to give away his ample inheri-
tance. According to legend, young Nicholas secretly
made three nocturnal trips with three bags of gold
coins to the home of a neighbor who needed dowries
for his three nubile daughters. When the girls found
the first two treasures, the father decided to stay up
the third night to catch the donor. When he did,
Nicholas made him promise not to tell anyone, but
he obviously failed to keep his promise. This inci-
dent was the beginning of the tradition of hanging
up a stocking or putting out a shoe on December 6
in the hope of receiving something.” It is called Saint
Nicholas Day in some parts of the world. December
6 was the day Nicholas died, in an unknown year,
in the 4th decade of the 4th century.
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[ERERSASeeRE: T S

OW WHENJESUS fous born in Betliehen of Judava
in the days of Herod the king, belold, there came fise
wen from the east fo Jernsalew, Suying, Where i he
tht 15 boen Ring of the Jetvs: for e fuve seen lis stur
i in fhe enst, aud are vome fo foorship him.

g When FHerod the king had keard these things, e foas fronbled,
- and all Fernsalem fwith hine. And foben he hud guthered all the chief
prieste and srribes of the people fogether, ke demanded of fhem

| in the land of Juda, avt not the least among the privces of Juda:
| fur ont of thee shall come 1 Governor, that shall tule my people
Jsrael.

@hon Herad, folen he had privily called the ise men, enguired

way come and forship him alsn,
| Mhen they had heard the king, they departed; and, ln, the sfar,
 fubiich they safu in the east, foent hefore thent, Bl # rane wird stond
| aver fobere the young ohil us. When they safo fhe star, they

e housze, they saty the young child with Mary bis mother, and foll
_ bofon, and frovslipped lim: and fohen fhey hud opened fheir
 frensnres, they presevfed unto him giffs; gold, and frankincense,

 fohere Qlirist should be bovn. And they suid unto im, In Bethlehom
- of Juduen: for thus it is foritten by the proplet, And thou Bethlehen,

of them diligently fulpat fime the star appeared. And he sent them
to Bethlehens, gubd said, Go and seurch diligently for the young'
- elpild; and Gk ye Guve found im, hring e fooed again, that 3

rejoiced foith exceeding greuf joy. And fulien they fwere come info!

¢ and myeeh.
- Aub bring foarned of God in o dreum that they should nof refurn
* to Berah, they departed into their ofon rounfry auother foay.

 thild s bis mother, and flee into Tgypt, and be thou Hhers unfil
* 3 bring thee ford: for Herod will seek the young child to desteoy

| Herod: that i might be fulfillsh which foas spoken of the Tord by
 the prophet, saving, Out of Tgypt huve I called my son.

 And fhen they fere departed, belold, the angel of the Torn
appearetl to Joseph in a dream, saging, Arise, and fake the goung

- bin. Ml ke avose, ke took the young child and s wnther by
- night, and departed info Bgypt: And fous there unfil the death of

; —-Matthela_v 2_;_1 -15
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While studying for the priest-  of calming a storm which threat-

hood in the monastery, Nicholas
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land. On that journey, he is said
to have performed the “miracle”

ened the ship—just one of the
miracles attributed to him. Upon
his return, he landed at Myra, and
legend has it, he went directly to

When he arose, he took the young child
and his mother by night, and departed
into Egypt

a church where the priests were
discussing whom to elect as suc-
cessor to the retiring Bishop of
Myra. One priest had been told in
a dream to appoint the first man
to enter their assembly. His name
would be Nicholas. Nicholas,
still in his teens, became Bishop
of Myra. As Bishop, he attended
the famous Church Council of
Niceain 325 A.D. Many miracles
were ascribed to the young man
who became a white-haired elder
with a patriarchal beard. The
Church declared Nicholas a saint
and his fame spread.

It was in England that he was
first linked with Christmas. For
over half a century after his
death, Rome ruled England as
well as Asia Minor and by 1400
A.D., over 1000 churches were
dedicated to him. When Christi-
anity came to Russia late in the
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10th century, the wondrous story of “Nikolai Cho-
dovorits,” the wonder worker, came with it. Norman
ships carried the bones as well as the story of “San
Nicola” to Bari, Italy in 1087. There, still today, is
“the only shrine in the Christian world shared jointly
by the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches.”

Some 355 years later, what had been the Norman
kingdom of southern Italy passed to Spain, and in
1516 it gained control of Holland, where Patara’s
“sainted” son emerged as “Sinter Klaas.” The Dutch
brought him to America when they colonized Man-
hattan in 1624.

Like other immigrants, Nicholas had yet to be
Americanized. That was accomplished chiefly by
Professor Clement Clark Moore, of Manhattan’s
General Theological Seminary and resident of the
Chelsea section of town. On Christmas eve 1822,
while shoveling snow with a man who looked very
much like the archetypal Santa Claus seen in depart-
ment stores today, he came upon an idea for a poem.
He dashed it off that afternoon and titled it “A Visit
From Saint Nicholas,” but it is better known by the
first line, ““Twas the Night Before Christmas.” His
poem was published in the Harpers Illustrated
Weekly with drawings by Thomas Nast, and it, more
than anything became the standard of Santa Claus
which Americans know today.

Santa Claus, like other Americans, is the off-
spring of many cultures. Thomas Nast was German
so he dressed Santa like the “Weihnachtsmann”
(Christmas man)’ he knew as a child. Santa’s small
stature, which enabled him to slip down chimneys,
is of Scandinavian origin and the flying sled and
reindeer are Russian.

Another of England’s Christmas contributions to
America and the world is the Christmas card. The
first card is believed to have been sent in 1845'° by
W.C. Dobson, one of Queen Victoria’s favorite
painters. Christmas seals were started by Einar Hol-
boell of Denmark in 1904 and appeared in the
United States in 1907. Christmas seals were first
sponsored by the Red Cross and the National Tuber-
culosis Association until 1920 when only the latter
continued the tradition.

The word créche is French for cradle and is the
display of the nativity scene. It originated in medie-
val southern Europe. The lack of books and wide-
spread illiteracy persuaded religious teachers that
the best way to instruct the laity was by visible
representation. But the créche never became popu-
lar in northern Europe where the equivalent of the
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In America, the Christmas tree has been an
important part of the season’s celebration.

crib was the tree.

The Christmas tree claims a
background and origin more an-
cient than any other contemporary
observance, back to the tree in the
Garden of Eden. In the old Church
calendar, December 24 was “The
Day of Adam and Eve.”" The tree
has also been linked to the
Assyrian “tree of the great light.”'
Ancient peoples such as the Chi-
nese, Egyptians, and Hebrews saw
the tree as a symbol of eternal
life.” The lights placed on Christ-
mas trees are to symbolize Christ
the Light of the World.

Students of the Western Wis-
dom know the fact that Joseph of
Arimathea brought Esoteric Chris-
tianity to England."* The abbey of
Glastonbury was founded by
Joseph, who placed the body of the
Christ in the sepulcher after His
crucifixion. A “well known leg-
end” in England says that a staff
planted in the earth at Glastonbury
“put forth leaves” and “blossomed
every Christmas Eve.”"

The Puritans of England and

America rejected the Christmas tree because it was “common in
Pagan Rome and Pagan Egypt.” December 25 had been called ‘Yule
Day’ by their “pagan Anglo-Saxon ancestors.” The mistletoe branch
was revered by the ancient pagan Scandinavians. These things com-
bined with other issues of the day, gave the Puritans a critical attitude
toward Christmas altogether.'® Finally, in 1643, the English Parlia-
ment, controlled by the Puritans, declared illegal the celebration of
Christmas and Easter. The laws passed to the New England colonies
of America as well and in some states, Christmas was not celebrated
for more than 100 years. Charles Dickens was instrumental in bring-
ing back to England and America the Christmas celebration when he
wrote his famous story, A Christmas Carol. (See related article on
Dickens, page 8)

Martin Luther has been credited with starting the tradition of
decorating the Christmas tree but there is some reason to doubt this.
The first credible reference to a Christmas tree as we know it dates
back to 1604, which is 58 years after Luther’s death. Doctor Johann
Dannhauer, a preacher in the cathedral of Strasbourg, France (then
of the Holy Roman Empire), urged his congregations in his catechism
that it was better to focus on “the spiritual cedar-tree, Jesus Christ.”"”
Later that century, German settlers brought the Christmas tree con-
cept to America. It was not popularized in England until the middle
of the 19th century by Queen Victoria’s German husband, Prince
Albert. It made its debut in France at about the same time, though
some years later German residents in Paris still had difficulty finding
Christmas trees. In America, the Christmas tree has been an important
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part of the season’s celebration.

The custom of giving gifts at the Christmas sea-
son is also partly related to the Wise Men who
brought gifts to the Holy Child. This tradition is
celebrated world wide and Christmas is perhaps the
world’s greatest holiday. It is the most important
time of the year for loving, giving, and sharing the
best of ourselves. It is the time of warm wishes for
health and happiness to everyone. As we remember
the beautiful birth of Jesus Christ, it is the time for
hope and prayers for peace, love, and understanding
among all people of the world.
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Your Choice:
CLOTH PAPER
BOUND BOUND
$15.95 $11.95

Please Use Order Form
on Page 64

CLOTH or PAPER. 610 pages with 60 page Topical Index. Published by The Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Panacea En-sphered

IGH ON A HILL at the end of
Ecclesia Drive on Mount Ecclesia
i in Oceanside, California stands
“«”'the focal point of the service to
humanity performed there, the

Vs Healing Temple. Shining forth
mghtly from atop the Ecclesia, or Heahng Temple,
are nine radiating lights raying outward in all direc-
tions. Below these is the golden globe, or finial, the
crown of the Temple. Probationers admire this
crowning ornament each night as they make their
way to the Temple to participate in the evening
Healing Service. Its golden radiance can be seen for
a great distance and many people are drawn to the
Headquarters of the Rosicrucian Fellowship to in-
quire about the shining edifice with its glistening
crown.

Recently, it was discovered that our Temple dome
was in need of repair. When the finial was taken
down and transported to our Maintenance Shop, it
nearly disintegrated. It was then that we realized the
need and sought professional help in restoring the
cupola, the twelve-sided glassed base of the finial,
and the finial itself to their original condition. A
Probationer couple, Glen and Patty Hoff, helped us
procure a contract in the restoration of the cupola,
which was done by the San Marcos Glass Company.

The finial was taken to the Addison Sheet Metal
Company in nearby Carlsbad for the initial sanding
and work preparatory to the repainting. All the
workmen at that company as well as those who did
the repainting have told us of the unusual experience
they had surrounding this work. Even while they
were working on the project, the man who later
brought the finial back to Mount Ecclesia came here
to see where it was going to be placed. In talking
with our employees of the Maintenance Depart-
ment, they revealed their sense of wonder about it.

In their words, everyone who worked on the finial
was “drawn to it.” All the workmen in the different
departments felt the same way and they all had to
have a hand in it. They felt an energy about it. They
actually felt a “charge” from it.

The worker who has been identified only as Jim
mentioned that he and the whole paint crew in
Encinitas who had a part in sanding and doing the
preparation for the actual painting “enjoyed work-
ing on this project more than any other.” They
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“would like to have been a part of
the crew that installed it on top of
the Temple.” They wanted to
know more of the history of the
finial and would like to know
what was going to become of it.
The workmanship and crafts-
manship employed in the restora-

force emanating from it. He
wanted to bring it here himself so
that he could see for himself
where .it had come from and
where it was going to be placed.
Our maintenance crew studied
the construction of the entire or-
nament, cupola, finial and radiat-

Christ from the burden of this
Earth, the finial of golden hue
looks to the time when all races
now making up humanity will be
consummated. Advanced mem-
bers of that race, which will be
blue according to Mr. Heindel,
will dwell in etheric garments, a

Probationers admire this crowning ornament each night as they make
their way to the Temple to participate in the evening Healing Service.

tion were superb. Excellently re-
done, the finial now has an ex-
tremely smooth finish. Master
craftsmen worked on the copper
base as well as the final paint job.
They used only the best products,
employing all “New Age” tech-
nology. They didn’t rush and
more man-hours were required to
finish the job than were listed on
the bill. These workmen found
initials and a date in the support
rod for the nine lights above the
globe. So fascinated were they
that they planned to come back
and see the finial once it was
installed.

The workmen from these com-
panies could not figure out how
it was going to be wired and of-
fered a suggestion for the rewir-
ing. The man, mentioned earlier,
who returned the finial told us
that he and the men who had
worked on it had felt a certain

ing lights, and discovered the
way it should be rewired. Our
assistant maintenance head, Tom
Ng, devised an ingenious method
for the rewiring and he, together
with members of the San Marcos
Glass company, repositioned the
precious ornament atop the
dome, from where it now shines
nightly. '

Viewed together, the finial, or
Temple crown, and the nine radi-
ating lights have a deep signifi-
cance only vaguely perceived by
the workmen who restored it, as
powerful as the impact on them
was. As nine is the number of
humanity, the nine lights repre-
sent those of the human lifewave
who have evolved the Golden
Wedding Garment. When suffi-
cient numbers of humanity will
have evolved this garment, the
soma psuchicon, we, the human
race, will be able to release the

reflection of the Father whose
color is blue. The sixteenth race,
the present sixteen races merged
into one, will be led by Christ,
whose Light is signified by the
golden tone of the finial, when
He returns at the beginning of the
6th Epoch, in furthering the evo-
lution of humanity.

In this present Age, the service
to humanity rendered by The
Rosicrucian Fellowship is car-
ried on under the guidance of the
Elder Brothers who apply the
healing panacea nightly around
the world. The balm for all the
world’s woe, the healing pana-
cea—felt so strongly, if inex-
plainably, by all the workmen
who came in contact with the
adornment—is thus invisibly en-
sphered in the beautiful glowing
crown of the Healing Temple, the
golden finial. O
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Higher
Law of Christ

, NE OF THE
& MOST wholly
| satisfying assur-
¥ ances to gain
~ from a study of
Esoteric Christi-
anity is that our ever-growing uni-
verse and everything contained
therein is governed by law—wise
immutable law. According to a di-
vine plan was our universe created
and established, and, guided by the
same beneficent wisdom embod-
ied in numerous perfectly synchro-
nized laws, the evolutionary
progress of all beings in the uni-
Verse goes on apace.

It is also explained in the West-
ern Wisdom Teachings that “the
universe is divided into seven dif-
ferent worlds or states of matter,
and that the substance of each of
these worlds is amenable to laws
which are practically inoperative
in the others. For instance, in the
Physical World, matter is subject
to gravity, contraction, and expan-
sion. In the Desire World there is
neither heat nor cold, and forms
levitate as easily as they gravitate.
Distance and time are also govern-
ing factors of existence in the
Physical World, but are almost
non-existent in the Desire World.”

Furthermore, it is taught that
each age has its own peculiar con-
ditions and laws, the spiral Law of
Evolution bringing about the

..love is higher than law...

change from one epoch to another on a higher level, with its new
opportunities for expansion of the powers of the evolving Spirit. Thus
laws needed for the unfoldment of consciousness in one period of
time may be wholly unnecessary at a later period. Those who realize
and call forth the infinite possibilities of inherent deific energy forge
ahead and reach stages of consciousness where they are exempt from
the laws governing the planes on a lower level.

Astronomers have accurately charted the regular orbital passage
of the planets about the central Sun, and of the moons about their
parent bodies. Thus we observe the action of the Law of Alternation,
or Periodicity, which prevails during the present age of the rainbow
or diversity, decreeing that activity and rest, ebb and flood, summer
and winter, must follow each other in unbroken sequence. These laws
also account for the fact that the pendulum has to swing as far to one
side of a neutral point as it has swung to the other, in both the
macrocosmic greater world and in microcosmic man. The brighter
the light, the deeper the shadow, and the greater the exaltation, the
deeper the depression of Spirit which follows it.

So it is that the spiritual aspirant may soar to the very throne of
grace times out of number and then fall to the lowest pit of despair.
Pain and sorrow, joy and happiness are measures of alternation. We
cannot live in one without eventually craving the other, any more
than we can remain in heaven and gather experiences that are to be
found only upon Earth. The persistent aspirant will sometime over-
come the world, defy the Law of Alternation, and rise by the power
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Christ, the embodiment of the Love-Wisdom Principle,
“opened up the way of repentance and reform whereby we
may obtain forgiveness of sin...”

of the Spirit to the Father of Spirits, free from the
toils of emotion, filled with the peace that passeth
all understanding.

We note the operation of the Laws of Attraction
and Association when we see musicians together in
the concert hall, writers in literary groups, art lovers
at art galleries, gamblers at the race tracks, drink
addicts at the cockfail bar, criminals in underworld
habitats, or spiritual aspirants at retreat. The attrac-
tive power is intangible but ever present and potent.

. These same laws, in cooperation with the Law of
Rebirth, function to bring us to birth into families,
communities, and countries where we have formed
ties of one kind or another in previous lives on the
earth plane. We meet the same Egos again so that

ties of destiny may be adjusted or fulfilled. Our
friends of today are those we befriended yester-life,
and our enemies are those with whom we were at
variance in forgotten previous lives.

The Law of Progress provides for the taking on
of a better body each time the individualized Spirit
returns to a new birth, and as man progresses in
mental, moral, and spiritual attainment in conse-
quence of the accumulated experiences of past lives
he comes into an improved environment, or an
environment that will give him the needed new
opportunities. It should be remembered, however,
that these laws are not blind laws. They are subject
to frequent modifications determined by those great
Beings, the Lords of Destiny, or Recording Angels,
whose duty it is to see that each person receives
exactly what he needs for his development.

But as Spirits progress in learning through expe-
rience to conquer the world, to overcome the lower
self and attain self-mastery, they gain more latitude
in regard to rebirth. A wider choice of lives is offered
at each rebirth. Eventually there comes a time, for
the aspirant who persists in his regenerative efforts,
when all lessons have been learned and he is eman-
cipated from the Wheel of Rebirth. Having passed
through the Lesser and Greater Initiations, he may
then incarnate as he chooses.

The Law of Consequence is Nature’s law of
justice. Under it every cause produces an effect, and
every effect is the result of a cause. It decrees that
whatsoever a man sows that shall he surely reap.
What we are, what we have, all our good qualities
are the result of our labor in the past. Thence our
talents. What we lack in physical, moral, or mental
accomplishment is due to the neglect of opportuni-
ties in the past, for we have free will to choose our
actions and re-actions. So it is that the Law of
Consequence brings us into whatever place is best
fitted for us by our previous experiences in former
lives. We attract just what we merit. All experiences
that come to us are exactly what we need to give us
the appropriate impetus for our next step in the
unfoldment of consciousness.

In the beneficent arrangement of things which
makes it possible for us, by exertion of our inherent
will power, to regenerate ourselves through obedi-
ence to law and thus emancipate ourselves from it,
we glimpse the wonderful love of God and His
solicitude for our Welfare and progress. Always
should we remember, love is higher than law, and
Christ, the embodiment of the Love-Wisdom Prin-
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ciple, “opened up the way of repentance and reform
whereby we may obtain forgiveness of sin...by
application of a higher law, whereby we accomplish
here that which would otherwise be delayed until
death had forced the day of reckoning.”

As taught in the Rosicrucian Teachings, the tech-
nique for obtaining forgiveness for “sin, (disobedi-
ence to divine law), involves three steps. The first
of these is repentance—recognizing our disobedi-
ence or transgression and feeling from the depth of
our being a humility and contrition for our wrong
doing. In thus beginning a re-conditioning of our
consciousness we acknowledge our own responsi-
bility, accepting the fact that only that which we
attract by our thoughts and actions (in the present
life or a past one) can come to us.

The second step is restitution—the making “pay-
ment” in so far as is possible to the person or persons
negatively affected by us. If it be physically impos-
sible to make this restitution, then we may rest
secure in the realization that the Higher Ones read
our hearts and minds and know our inmost feelings.
When the sincere desire to make restitution is pre-
sent, though the actual making of it be impossible,
the required effect is accomplished.

The third and crowning step in this spiritualiza-
tion technique is reform. As essential as the first two
steps are, they avail little unless followed by a real
change in character. When the change has actually
occurred, the individual partakes of the “grace” of
the Christ and is no longer subject to the usual
karmic results of the initial wrongdoing.

Soitis that by the intense application of the power
of our own inherent godhood we may, day by day,
quicken the reconditioning process of our mental,
emotional, and physical selves, until eventually we
are liberated “into a full measure of the stature of
the Sons of God—crowned with glory, honor and
immortality, and free from the power of sin, sick-
ness, and suffering which now curtail our lives by
reason of our ignorance and non-conformity to the
laws of God. The divine purpose demands this
emancipation, but whether it is to be accomplished
by the long and tedious process of evolution or by
the immensely quicker pathway of initiation de-
pends upon whether or not we are willing to lend
our cooperation.”

May this Christmas Season bring a quickening
within the soul of men and women everywhere so
they will strive more ardently to establish the Higher
Law of Christ—the Law of Love—in their lives.O

The Web of Destiny

by Max Heindel

THE WEB OF DESTINY

Contains a series of lessons upon the hidden
side of life, showing the occult forces which
shape our destiny.

Sixteen of the ninety-seven monthly lessons
sent out to his personal students by the illumined
teacher, Max Heindel.

Includes:

The Occult Effect of Our Emotions
Prayer—A Magic Invocation
Practical Methods of Achieving Success

The Priceless treasures of his last investigations, a mes-
sage of Christian love mingled with divine wisdom, which
only the Initiate into the deeper mysteries can give.

167 pages. Indexed. Paper. Published by
The Rosicrucian Fellowship.

Only $8.95

Order Now!
(Order on page 64)
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All the words in this crossword puz- 1 2 3 4
zle are from Christ in the gospel of Mark '
— King James Version. Put the missing
words in <brackets> into the puzzle.

) 5 6 7
(Answers in Jan/Feb 1995 Rays.)
1. "And <1 down>, up to heaven, he sighed, and
saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 8 9 . 10 11

2.

10.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE:
CHRIST’S WORDS FROM MARK

And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware
of the <1 across> of the Pharisees, and of the
leaven of Herod. : :
For ye have the poor with you <2 down> and 12 13
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but
me ye have not always.

And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I
say unto you, One of you which <3 across>
with me shall befray me.

And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not 77
therefore <3 down>, because ye know not the
scriptures, neither the power of God?

I was daily with you in the <4 down> teaching,
and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be
fulfilled. 18 " 0

And pray ye that your flight be not in the

<5 across>.

And if Satan rise up against himself, and be di-
vided, he cannot stand, but hath an <6 down>.
Verily I say unto you, It shall be <7 across> toler-
able for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of
Jjudgment, than for that city.

And other fell on good ground, and did <8 across> fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty,
and some an' <15 down>.

14 15

71 22

11. Whether is it <9 down> to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?

12.  And he answered and told them, <10 across> verily cometh first, and festoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that
he must suffer many things, and be set at nought.

13.  And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away <11 down>
handled.

14, And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O <12 across>; The Lord our God is one Lord.

15. For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not
<13 down>.

16. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, <14 down>.

17. No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is
made <16 across>.

18.  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I
am baptized <16 down> shall ye be baptized.

19. And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why <17 acress> ye
these things in your hearts?

20. And he said unto them, Take <18 across> what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear
shall more be given.

21. And he answered and said unto them, What <19 down> Moses command you?

22. Soye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the <20 across>.

23. But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise <21 across>
over them.

24. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thon shalt <22 across>
me thrice.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

'How I Found the Western Wisdom Teachings

LEASE LOOK BACK into
your last months’ issue of Rays
From the Rose Cross to the article
on Grandparents’ Day on page 22.
The distinctive gentleman pictured
there changed my life in 1968 —
and he did not know it. I had come
to America one year previously on
the biggest passenger boat ever
built. A gypsy in South Hampton, England had told
me, “Your destiny will be in the occult.” My English
language was poor, and I had concluded shyly that
“Occult” was a city somewhere in the country I was
hungry for, AMERICA. I had studied astrology for
a good many years and had been conditioned by the
philosophers of Germany: Schopenhauer, Kant,
Liebig, Herder and Goethe. So when a friend of
mine asked me to drive with her to Oceanside, “to
study the greatest Philosophy on earth,” I was reluc-
tant, and I gave only my hesitant “ok” when she told
me that the Rosicrucian Fellowship had a wonderful
vegetarian cafeteria. As we entered the guesthouse,
I'saw Tom, and you have to notice him. He is a gentle
man, not only a gentleman. He commands respect
and love on first sight. My friend bought ten or
twelve books, but my pocketbook was empty, and I
stood in the foyer embarrassed. In his courteous
ways he showed me the last and only copy of the
Cosmo in German and motioned that I should scan
it. Needless to say, my friend loaned me the money,
and the rest is a thankful heart. Showers of Blessings
to you Tom Johnson!

— Renate Shoemacker

If you would like to share how you found the
Western Wisdom Teachings with our readers,
send your brief article typed and double-spaced to
RAYS Editor, P.O. Box 713, Oceanside, CA 92049.
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Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us.

—Matthew 1:23
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MAX HEINDEL’S MESSAGE

The Way, The Truth, and the Life

i | OR THOSE WHO SEE the eternal

27 spiritual verities behind the temporal and

evanescent forms which clothe them in

changing raiment of ceremonial, the leg-

endary Star of Bethlehem shines each

year as a Mystic Midnight Sun, which

enters our planet at the Winter Solstice, and then

commences to radiate from the center of our globe

the three divine attributes: Life, Light, and Love.
These rays of spiritual splendor and power fill our

globe with a supernal light that envelops every one

upon Earth, from the least to the greatest, but all

cannot partake of this wonderful gift in the same

measure. Some get more, some less. Some, also,

seem to have no share in this great love-offering

which the Father has prepared for us; His only

begotten Son. They have not yet cultivated the

Spiritual Magnet within: the Christ Child, which

alone can guide us onto the Way, the Truth, and the

Life.

What profits it the Sun doth shine,

Had | not eyes to see?

How shall | know the Christ is mine,

Save through the Christ in me?

That soundiess voice within my heart,

Is earnest of the pact

"Twixt Christ and me — it does impart

To faith the force of Fact.

This is a mystic experience which will no doubt
ring true to many of our students, for it is as literally
true as that night follows day and winter follows
summer. Unless we have the Christ within our-
selves, unless that wonderful pact of blood-brother-
hood has been consummated, we can have no part
in the Savior, and so far as we are concerned it would
not matter though the Christmas bells never ring.

But when the Christ has been formed in our-

selves, when the Immaculate Conception has be-
come a reality in our own hearts, when we have
stood there at the birth of the Christ Child and
offered our gifts, dedicating the lower self to the
service of the Higher Self, then and then only, the
Christmas Feast is spread for us. And the harder we
have toiled in the Master’s vineyard, the more
clearly and distinctly shall we hear that soundless
voice within our heart issue the invitation: “Come
unto me, all ye that are weak and heavy laden, and
I will give you rest ... Take upon yourself My yoke,
for My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Then we shall hear a new note in the Christmas
bells, such as we have never heard before ... and the
people about us will see in us the light of the new-
born Christ, shining within our sphere of action.U
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STUDIES IN THE COSMO-CONCEPTION

Building the Inner Vehicle

The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, pp. 480-483

QUESTION: What is the
spiritual status of the average
person?

ANSWER: In ordinary life
most people live to eat; they grat-
ify the sex-passion in an unre-
strained manner, and lose their
tempers on the slightest provoca-
tion. Though outwardly these
people may be very “respect-
able,” they are, nearly every day
of their lives, causing almost
utter confusion in their organ-
ization.

QUESTION: How does this
affect their work during sleep?

ANSWER: The entire period
of sleep is spent by the Desire and
the Vital bodies repairing the
damage done in the daytime,
leaving no time for outside work
of any kind.

QUESTION: How is this to
be remedied?

ANSWER: As the individual

begins to feel the needs of the
higher life, control the sex force
and temper, and cultivate a se-
rene disposition, there is less dis-
turbance caused in the vehicles
during waking hours; conse-
quently, less time is required to
repair the damage during sleep.

QUESTION: How is this of
benefit?

ANSWER: It thus becomes
possible to leave the dense body
for long periods during sleeping
hours and function in the inner
Worlds in the higher vehicles.

QUESTION: What is the re-
lation of the Ego to its bodies in
ordinary life?

ANSWER: In ordinary life
the Ego is inside its bodies and its
force is directed outward. All
man’s will and energy are bent
upon the task of subduing the
outside world. At no time is he
able to get away from the impres-
sions of his outside environment
and thus be free to work on him-
self in his waking hours.

QUESTION: How does this
compare with his sleeping state?

ANSWER: During sleep,
when such an opportunity is af-
forded, because the dense body
has lost consciousness of the
world, the Ego is outside his
bodies.

QUESTION: How may these
differences be reconciled?

ANSWER: If man is to work
on his vehicles at all, it must be
when the outside world is shut
out as in sleep but yet the Spirit
still remains within and in full
control of the faculties, as it is in
the waking state. Not until such a
state can be attained will it be
possible for the Spirit to work
inwardly and properly sensitize
its vehicles.

QUESTION: How is such a
state defined?

ANSWER: Concentration is
such a state. When in it, the
senses are stilled and a person is
outwardly in the same condition
as in the deepest sleep, yet the
Spirit remains within and fully
conscious.

QUESTION: To what does
such concentration lead?

ANSWER: To the awakening
of the sense centers in the desire
body. The aspirant to the higher
life cultivates the faculty of be-
coming absorbed at will in any
subject he chooses, or rather not
a subject usually, but a very sim-
ple object which he imagines.
When the proper condition or
point of absorption has been
reached where his senses are ab-
solutely still, he concentrates his
thought upon the different sense
centers of the desire body and
they start to revolve.Ql
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Attaining a Balanced
Development

UESTION: We hear much about “head”
development and “heart” development
when talking with occult students, and
the danger of over-developing the
intellect. How is it possible when study-
ing for anyone to use any method other
than that which is classed as “head” development?
Surely books must be studied in order to learn that
which they contain. How would we ever learn what
is in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, for in-
stance, unless we used the “head” faculties?

NSWER: It is the aim of the Rosicrucian

Teachings to encourage the development

of the head and heart equally—*to satisfy

the mind by intellectually explaining the
world mystery, so that the devotional side of the
student’s nature may be allowed to develop along
the lines the intellect has approved ... to transcend
the path of knowledge and pursue the path of devo-
tion.” The use— persistent, daily use—of all our
faculties, both head and heart, is required for the
perfectly balanced development.

For example we may wish to know, “Why do
Spirits seek rebirth?” In the Cosmo-Conception we
find the following answer: “Spirits incarnate only
to gain experience; to conquer the Physical World;
to overcome the lower self and attain self-mastery.”

When we study the first part of this answer, it is
not difficult to agree that we learn largely by expe-
rience, and to realize that, comparatively speaking,
an individual gains very little experience in one life.
Many people live and die in the same locality in
which they were born, consequently their experi-
ence must be very limited. The busiest man or
woman in the world contacts very few people in
comparison with the more than five billion individu-
als using physical bodies at the present time. The

mind grasps the idea at once—the experiences of
one life are certainly quite limited.

Consider the next phrase: “To conquer the Physi-
cal World.” The mind acknowledges at once that it
has scarcely encountered, much less conquered, the
innumerable problems pertaining to the Physical
World. Specialists along any line will admit that
they have only touched the surface of the subjects
in which they are attempting to specialize. The more
they learn, the greater the possibilities which open
up before them. Again the inadequacy of one life.

Now let us consider the last phrase: “To over-
come the lower self and attain self-mastery.” Who
is there among us that can accomplish such an
herculean task in one life? The mind realizes the
impossibility of such a thing at once. What then is
the answer to the problem? If we only had another
chance! According to the Doctrine of Rebirth we do
have another chance—many chances, in fact. Re-
birth is the master key which solves the problems of
life. In a series of lives, to be sure, it can all be done,
and man—all men—may attain the glorious goal of
godhood.

For the time being the head has completed its
work; the lesson has been intellectually compre-
hended, and we are now ready to turn it over to the
heart to be dealt with in a devotional manner. Imagi-
nation, the feminine heart principle, becomes ac-
tive: “Spirits incarnate only to gain experience.”
Experience—how that word may grip the heart! It
begins to feel, and there may come some such
recollection as this: There was the first lie I ever told
my mother. I did not fool her at all, but oh! how I
did hurt her. Never since that day have I ever been
tempted to falsify without seeing again the tears in
her eyes and sensing the pain in her voice. There
follows regret for having caused the suffering and
an inner resolution never to repeat it.
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Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his
star in the east, and are come to worship him. —Matthew 2:2

“To conquer the Physical World.” This may
prompt such questions as: What have I really done
to warrant my existence anyway? Have I ever won
any worthwhile victories in conquering the forces
of the Physical World? Have I turned a single one
of Nature’s forces to good account? These self-
searching questions cause me to feel that I should
strive harder to do my part in the world’s work.

“To overcome the lower self and attain self-mas-
tery.” A challenging task! In thinking of it I begin to
recall some of my recent past actions. Why, I lost
my temper not five minutes ago and acted in a most
un-Christian way. And just before that I only sus-
pected a certain thing, and yes, I told it for the truth,
or rather intimated that it was the truth. Why, where
is all this leading me? Certainly not to self-mastery!

Yes, it does seem that it will take me many lives
to attain complete self-mastery. Of course, rebirth is
afact, the master key that solves the problem. Thank
God for the knowledge of it, and for the feeling that

prompts me to use the knowledge.

No really great amount of progress in spiritual
work can be accomplished without this union of the
two forces represented by the head and the heart, for
their union produces a spiritual inside which cannot
be attained in any other way.

Being “Saved”

UESTION: It seems that the main goal

in the orthodox churches is to be “saved.”

After repenting, praying, and accepting

Jesus as his personal Saviour, the

individual is said to be saved—or made
ready to enter into eternal happiness after death. In
some people, a change in the way of living after
being “saved” can be noted, but many seem to return
to their former ways after a time. What is the
Rosicrucian explanation of this?

NSWER: When people attend revival

meetings the emotional nature is often

strongly affected by the songs and ser-

mons. That is, the desire body becomes
so stirred up that the individual may think his sins
have suddenly been washed away and he is ready
for heaven and eternal bliss. Actually, what has
happened is that he has been inspired to live a better
life in the future. If an impression has been made
upon the mind and vital body, as well as upon the
desire body, the individual is likely to continue
along the line of right doing. But if only the desire
body is stirred up, he will shortly fall back into his
former ways.

The Western Wisdom Teachings explain that life
on Earth is a great school, consisting of many
“days.” During some of these “days” or lives, we
have very many difficult lessons to learn and make
many mistakes, but always it is the effort one makes
to do that which is right that really counts. If life
after life we continue to do our very best, even
though we do make mistakes, we accomplish real
soul growth—and it is only by making soul growth
that we are actually “saved.” That is, saved from the
unpleasant results of disobeying God’s laws. As we
learn, life after life, to live in accordance with divine
principles we become more perfect and eventually
will attain godhood.Q
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

The Second Commandment — Exodus 20:4

HOU SHALT NOT

I MAKE UNTO THEE a

graven image or any like-
ness of anything that is in the
heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath or that is in the water un-
der the earth; thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them nor serve
them,; for I, the Lord thy God, am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children,
unto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate me and
showing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me and keep my
commandments.”

The first commandment pre-
sents humanity with illumination
and inspiration. The second com-
mandment presents humanity with
love. The first commandment illu-
mines the aspirant and the path of
the aspirant with the uncircum-
scribed glory and fatherhood of
God. A heart thus illumined and
inspired bows down in adoration
before Him and serves Him. The
second commandment is the re-
sponse to the first. It is the drawing
of the aspirant to the God-heart by
love. It is the awakening of Venus
in Taurus, the desire to express in
beauty through love.

Love is adoration; the virtue of
adoration and love vitalizes. Love
must express itself in beauty. All
true art is adoration of God. Be-
cause God knew this, He gave us

Love is adoration; the virtue of adoration and love vitalizes. Love must
express itself in beauty. All true art is adoration of God.

the second commandment, to give warning of the dangerline. Art is
the expression of gratitude of an illumined and inspired heart and
mind. The second commandment presupposes this desire for expres-
sion through Taurian love. It even presupposes clairvoyance, for it
says: “Thou shalt not make any likeness in heaven above, or in the
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.”

Not all artists have clairvoyance, but all have illumination, vision,
and inspiration. No artist is without sensitized feelings. If, in occult
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training, we have automatically sensitized our feel-
ings, it becomes inevitable for us to become artists,
too, to express our feelings and visions in beauty.
But — these creations must not be graven images
before which we bow down.

Art is a link between heaven and earth; it is apt
to become possessive on its lower side and visionary
and prophetic on its higher side. All great art is
prophetic. Choreography, architecture, painting,
sculpture, and music all cry out: “It shall come to
pass!”

The layman’s response to art is and should be a
resolution to a finer life. We may not be touched
consciously, but our archetypes are touched by the
indefinitely spreading tone and vibration of art. Art
is a mirror of man’s possibilities. Art works on the
archetype of humanity through the finer sensibilities
of man.

Fine art leads to God, as a stairway to heaven. Art
that leads down a stairway, as it were, becomes as
idols, images bereft of power. This leads us into the
dead end of possessions. The so-called “luxuries”
which the second house of Taurus gives in abun-
dance are in truth not luxuries, for they do not serve
the needs of the Spirit. The pictures on our walls and
other objects d’art should have the quality of uplift-
ment—each one a prophecy of what we wish to
attain. If, however, we greedily possess them physi-
cally, then we have graven images. The possessions
possess us and we “bow down before them.”

If we were to write this commandment in a posi-
tive rather than a negative manner it might read:
Thou shalt express thy love in service to me, thy
God. What thou seest in the heaven above or in the
earth below or in the water under the earth, let each
vision and its expression through the work of thy
hands and heart inspire thee toward me. If thou
turnest thy love away from me unto the things of
earth, thou turnest away from the thousandfold
benefits of my love.

The New Testament parallel to this command-
ment is Christ’s admonition to the rich young man:
Give up all thou hast and follow me. He well knew
that a person laden with possessions apart from God
— physical, emotional, and mental, possessions of
affection to persons and animals, mental posses-
sions such as pride of intellect — are as a barnacle-
laden ship. Barnacles are hard o remove.

We will indeed be rich if we have the love of God
in our hearts, and not the love of things.Q
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ASTROLOGY

Richard Milhous Nixon 1913-1994
The Man Who Died Three Times

ICHARD NIXON’S
first “death” was in
November, 1962,
. when two years after
».his failed bid for the
presmency, he was defeated in his
quest for the California governor-
ship. The Democratic party de-
stroyed its files on him because
they were so sure he was dead
politically. In 1960 his race for the
White House had been delayed
and had a weak start due to an
injury to his knee, the part of the
body ruled by his Sun sign. (FDR’s
paralysis three decades before was
centered in the part of his body
ruled by his Sun sign, the ankles.)
His debacle two years later has
been described thus: “the nadir for
Nixon was the gubernatorial de-
feat of 1962.”"

Still, only six years later he was
elected President. Yet another six
years later, “Watergate and all
that” sent him into lonely exile.
When Pluto is angular, “it brings
great upheavals into the life.”
Years before his passing (his ulti-
mate death), Newsweek’s cover
story of May 19, 1986, was enti-
tled, “He’s Back: The Rehabilita-
tion of Richard Nixon.” Has ever
a person so viciously vilified in life
been so enthusiastically apotheo-
sized in death? Pluto is the planet
of extremes.

Nixon almost died physically

Richard M. Nixon
Yorba Linda, California

Jonuary 9, 1913
9:44 LMT

shortly after Watergate and his forced resignation from the Presi-
dency. Certainly prestige-wise, he was dead. But with ten books,
numerous articles, radio and TV and personal appearances, he
achieved a remarkable comeback. His last words to his mother were,
“Never give up.” These were also her last words to him.

“Friends” have largely contributed to Nixon’s crises. In 1960 and
1962 they didn’t do enough for him. In the Watergate affair, they did
too much “for” him, breaking the law to gain information he might
use. Note his Neptune, ruler of his 7th house of enemies, in his 11th
house of friends, and opposite his Sun, ruler of his 12th house of
self-undoing.

But we must note his tremendous mind. “Nixon’s real ability was
verbal.”® Mercury, his ruler and planet of the mind, is in a critical
degree, and conjunct its solstice point. It is energized by Mars and
Jupiter conjunct and refined by the sextile from Venus while it is
intensified by Pluto’s opposition and linked to his very destiny by the
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Richard Milhous Nixon

biseptile of destiny (103° plus
small orb) to the Ascendant. His
Saturn in the 9th sector of the
higher mind, (in the third, or Cap-
ricorn, decan of Taurus), adds
depth and persistence. In the late
60s, Jules Witcover wrote The
Resurrection of Richard Nixon. A
leading news weekly proclaimed
he was “reborn more times than
a tent preacher.”* Many agree he
was the consummate “‘comeback
kid.”

Nixon’s life interests us be-
cause of its lessons for the stu-
dent of Truth. We all stumble, but
the great mistake is to stay down.
The need is to get up and keep
going. “Strong souls are the dar-
lings of the gods.”® What was it
in Nixon’s chart that enabled him
to pick himself up after his many
crises?

The three planets in the top
half of the chart provide most of
the answer to his persistence. A

person having all his retrogrades
there is described as “tigerlike.””
The tiger belongs to the cat fam-
ily, and we know that cats, if
tossed up in the air or down from
the heights, always manage to
land on their paws, get up, and
walk away. The nature of these
three planets is especially helpful
for this trait.

When Saturn (the planet of
discipline) is retrograde, it is fre-
quently “a symbol of inner uncer-
tainty with regard to the father
image.”” Nixon’s uncertainty
with his father is confirmed by a
biographer who described the
elder Nixon as “a rolling stone
and man of many jobs.”® Young
Richard was therefore drawn to
emulate the traits of his mother.
When both Venus and Saturn are
in feminine signs, the native
tends to do just that.

Hannah Milhous was the very
opposite of Frank Nixon. She
was disciplined to the core. Rich-
ard zealously imitated her. He
said, “I have trained myself”; “I
have a fetish about disciplining
myself.” One biographer states
that truly “he learned to ‘steel’
himself,” and was “hard on him-
self.””

Additionally, Nixon’s Saturn
is disposited by Venus, located in
spiritual Pisces. He grew up in a
home where on Sundays the fam-
ily attended church four times, in
addition to several times during
the week. In his teens he made a
public commitment to Christ.
While in the White House he
said, “I’m a devout Quaker.”"

Surely self-discipline is a
spiritual trait."" There can be no
real, unflagging self-control
without God control. Nothing in-
dicates more clearly one’s pro-
gress on the Path. The condition
of Saturn in a chart describes

one’s standing in the great proc-
ess of spiritual evolution.'* With
a “weak” Saturn, extra effort
must be made to master this trait.
It has been said that nothing in
life is more important than the
will to win. But without self-dis-
cipline, the will to win is like a
castle in the air, having no foun-
dation.

Strongly disciplined people
are often accused of lacking emo-
tional warmth and Nixon has
been. But with seven planets in
the second quadrant of emotion,
and Venus of affection and love
in emotional Pisces, unafflicted
and exalted, this was not the case
with him. But as a strong Capri-

Surely self-discipline
is a spiritual trait.
There can be no real,
unflagging
self-control without
God control. Nothing
indicates more clearly
one’s progress on the
Path.

corn, he was not given to public
displays of emotion.

Pluto was another weapon in
his spiritual arsenal. “The person
with a prominent Pluto must
serve the Universe, not his own
self.”® By choosing public serv-
ice, he chose well. Pluto is the
planet of determination.' In his
chart it is not only closest to the
Midheaven (M.C.), but also in
hard aspect to energizing Mars
and to enlarging Jupiter, which
can tend to overdoing, especially
in an overlapping, or out-of-sign,
aspect. His first two deaths may
at least in part be attributed to too
much determination. In 1960 he
wanted to campaign in all 50
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states. The Watergate break-in a dozen years later
was due to some extent to his being overly deter-
mined to stay in the White House. “He was indus-
trious in everything. Persistent. Bulldog terrjer.”"*
Discipline and determination, though a powerful
duo in their own right, can yet be greatly reinforced
by one more element. This is the third orb at the top
of Nixon’s natus. It is Neptune of faith, vision, and
the dream. “Where there is no vision, the people
perish.”'® There must be a goal for discipline and
determination, something to strive for. Nixon was a
“daydreamer.”” He dreamt of earthly goals that
made his efforts enjoyable. The spiritual student
must ever keep his spiritual goal before him, even
as did Moses, who is described “as seeing him who
is invisible.””® For a task without vision is sheer
drudgery. A vision (or dream) without a task is no
better than an illusion. But a task with vision, disci-
pline, determination, and the dream—the Saturn-
Pluto-Neptune combination—spells fulfillment and
success, in matters both mundane and spiritual.0
In Search of Nixon, Bruce Malish, p. 125,
Pluto, Fritz Brunhubner, p. 17.
Bruce Malish, op. cit., p. 50

Newsweek, May 20, 1991, p. 3.
Letters to Students, Max Heindel, p. 197.
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Essentials of Astroldgical Analysis, Marc E. Jones, p. 271.

An Astrological Study of Psychological Complexes and Emo-
tional Problems, Dane Rudhyar, p. 53.
Bruce Malish, op. cir., p. 27.

Bruce Malish op. cit.,, pp. xx, 124, 98, xxv.

Bruce Malish op. cit., p. 134.

I Corinthians 9:25-27.

The Astrology of Human Relationships, Sakoian & Asher, p. 40.
Astrology: A Cosmic Science, Isabel M. Hickey, p. 274.

Fritz Brunhubner, op. cit., p. 41.

Bruce Malish, op. cit., p. 62.

Proverbs 29:18.

Bruce Malish, op. cit., p. 51.

Hebrews 11:27.

—A Probationer

My the love of God illumine
your foay,
Fhay the will of God dirert gou
earl by,
My the feuth of God bid error
depart,
Sy the peare of God euer divell

in your hearf.

~Anon
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ASTROLOGY

From Sweden With Love:
Dag Hammarskjold—Diplomat With A Difference

a;:.__\k ag Hammarskjold was
the second secretary
,f _/ general of the United
£ Nations (1953-61) fol-
lowmg Norway’s Trygvie Lie. But
qualitatively he was first class.
Equipped with a splendid educa-
tion, he had gained recognition in
various economic and diplomatic
posts of his country. But he was
different from others who have
held the United Nation’s office in
this respect: he was a devout
Christian mystic. He had never
sought to broadcast or conceal this
and his close associates all knew.
The world at large learned of his
beliefs posthumously in his bio-
graphy by a friend, Sven Stolpe,
titled, Dag Hammarskjéld: A
Spiritual Portrait. He had also
written his own Markings, a sort of
spiritual soliloquy and journal.
With Scorpio on his Ascendant,
(“much lies hidden under the sur-
face”) there is also the tendency to
be “extremely intuitive and psy-
chic.”" The rulers of Scorpio aug-
ment this. Mars is in its own sign
in that most mystical 12th house
and in Scorpio’s most mystical de-
can, the second. Pluto is in quin-
cunx, on the 8th cusp. Its solstice
point is conjunct that most spiri-
tual planet, Neptune, in the spiri-
tual 8th house. It is also in
midpoint configuration both with
the watery Moon, strong in its own

Dag Hammarskjold

Jonkoping, Sweden

July 29, 1905
14E 58N

X 20

31gn (conjunct a critical degree), and Neptune, exalted therein. The
sign signature is Pisces, the most spiritual.

No less than six planets denote emphasis by being in the 3rd
quadrant—the 7th, 8th, and 9th houses. Two planets are in dignity
(the lights), Neptune is in exaltation, and Mercury is in both dignity
and exaltation. In the 3rd quadrant, the 8th house holds five planets,
counting those both technically and with influence therein. This is
highly mystical in nature.

There is also the “Mystic Rectangle” of two pairs of planets sextile
each other. These include Moon and Mercury, and Saturn and Uranus.
Linking these pairs are two trines of Moon and Saturn, and Mercury
and Uranus. This configuration has been described as “touched by
God,” and also as “practical mysticism.””

This “practical mysticism” is confirmed by the fact that not only
all the water signs, but also all earth signs hold planets, which will
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help keep one on sure footing.
Here, the three orbs in earth signs
(Mercury, Jupiter and Uranus)
gain extra strength by forming a
Grand Trine, one with extremely
close aspects. Mercury is con-
junct the North Node and domi-

skj6ld’s Moon-ruled Cancer
traits.* Diplomats often like to
conceal their thoughts, but if one
can read them, what tremendous
advantage one has. This was Dag
Hammarskjold’s great strength.

Why should the Moon be thus

“Lives of great men remind us, we can
make our lives sublime.”

nates the map. The other two (in
the case of Jupiter at least in in-
fluence) are in the houses analo-
gous to the earth signs. The apex,
Uranus (because in a cardinal
sign), is extra powerful as the
only retrograde orb.

How does being a Christian
mystic help a global diplomat in
a practical way? The Ascen-
dant’s decan often offers valu-
able clues.” Here it is Cancer. Its
ruler, the Moon, whose strength
has already been touched on, has
the ability to sense, to feel, what
is going on in others’ minds.
There had not been a New Moon
since the Sun entered Leo, which
fact further intensifies Hammar-

talented? It is the maternal sign
par excellence, and no one loves
more than a mother. Love is the
most powerful sensation,” and
able to “sense” what others can-
not. Also the planets outside the
3rd quadrant, that of sensation,
are supportive of what it prom-
ises. Jupiter is the natural ruler of
the 9th house of the higher mind
and co-ruler of Pisces, that most
intuitive sign. Rulers always pos-
sess the traits of their signs. Here
Jupiter is influential in the 6th
house: he could apply its gift in
his work.

Saturn in Pisces is also intui-
tive, especially if in the 1st decan
of the 3rd house.® Uranus, though

it rules the air sign Aquarius, is
the Water Bearer, and has a knack
for “character reading,”? and so
does its lord surely also. And
Uranus is in the 2nd house of
material resources. The ability to
know men’s minds was this dip-
lomat’s great resource!

Those able to know men’s
minds can be said to be receptive.
Appropriately, this map has
seven orbs in the receptive (even-
numbered) signs. The others,
Sun, Venus, and Pluto, are more
receptive than they would be or-
dinarily because of their 8th
house location. Also the majority
of the planets are in the houses
analogous to the receptive signs.

“Lives of great men remind us,
we can make our lives sublime,”
wrote the poet. They also remind
us of a great many other truths.
Hammarskjold’s life reminds us
that peacemakers are sensitive in
a constructive, creative way. It
sadly follows that warmongers
are inclined to be sensitive in a
negative way. For example, on
New Year’s Day, 1859, the Em-
peror of France told the Austrian
ambassador, “Relations between
our nations are not in a good con-
dition.” His government was sen-
sitive; within five months the
countries were fighting each
other in the Sardinian War.

A dozen years later, a diplo-
matic document (the Ems Dis-
patch) made it appear that the
rulers of France and Prussia had
insulted each other. Within a few
days they were at war. And of
course World War I in 1914
erupted because a Serb national,
acting on his own, killed the heir
to Austria’s throne and his wife.
Sensitivity based on pride pre-
cluded pacification.

Hammarskjold’s chart by it-
self shows he was an excellent
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choice for top global trouble shooter at the height of
the Cold War, but this is confirmed by comparing
his chart with that of the United Nations, founded
October 24, 1945. Every one of its planets is in a
sign also occupied in Hammarskj6ld’s chart by a
planet or the Part of Fortune—amazing harmony

Hammarskjold’s life
reminds us that
peacemakers are sensitive
in a constructive, creative
way.

between two charts four decades apart. Along the
same line, his first great triumph was the conclusion
of the Korean conflict, and we find that the chart for
that armistice (July 27, 1953) has nine of its planets
in signs occupied in his natus at that time.

A powerful testimony of Hammarskjold’s stature
is offered by the “lunation cycle.” Based on the
relationship between Sun and Moon, there are eight
types. Since his Moon is less than 45 degrees “be-
hind” the solar orb, his chart is of the Balsamic
Moon type, which “in its highest manifestations” is
“prophetic and completely turned toward the fu-
ture.” The native “feels himself possessed by a
social ‘destiny’...led by a superior power.” Because
of the strength of the Moon in his chart, this carries
all the more weight.®

Despite all of the above, it would be difficult to
call Hammarskjold’s tenure as head of the United
Nations a “success.” There were still major un-
solved problems when, during a peace-seeking mis-
sion in southern Africa, his plane crashed on
September 18, 1961. The air sign on his 8th cusp
hinted at the manner of his death: air travel. Its ruler
in the 9th house, indicated that it might happen far
from the place of his birth. The day he had taken his
oath of office, April 10, 1953, was three days before
a New Moon, when cosmic energies are low. The
time to launch efforts with optimum stellar power
is shortly after a New Moon.’

But Hammarskjold’s efforts were no failure. He
advanced the cause of peace by effort and example.
The U.N. too, despite shortcomings,'” is proof that
the cause of brotherhood and peace is gaining. It is
a tremendous improvement over its predecessor, the
old League of Nations, founded 214 decades before

the United Nations. It was 100% limited to talk,
having absolutely no power to do anything except
to try to persuade troublemakers to behave, and pass
pious-sounding resolutions. This is not the case with
the United Nations. Since World War II the nations
have become willing to assign men and means to
the task of peace-making. There is no reason this
will change. Quite the contrary. With the heavy
Aquarian (altruistic-idealistic) transits ahead, men
and women will incarnate to continue and expand
the work so nobly undertaken by Sweden’s great son
and Christian mystic, Dag Hammarskj6ld.Q0
Astrology: A Cosmic Science, Isabel M. Hickey, p. 119,
Astrology Inside Out, Bruce Nevin, Ch. 6.

How to Judge a Nativity, Alan Leo, Ch. 6.

Isabel M. Hickey, op. cit., p. 205.

Song of Solomon 8:6.

Astrology, Ronald C. Davison, p. 67; The Way of Astrology, Ivy
M. Goldstein-Jacobson, p. 65.
Ronald C. Davison, ep. cit., p. 46.

The Lunation Cycle, Dane Rudhyar, p. 68.
Isabel M. Hickey, op cit., p. 254.
Newsweek, February 7, 1994, p. 25.
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There is a Besting
Which makes us Brothers,

None goes kis fay alone-
All that foe send
JInto the lives of Gthers
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—Anon

RAYS 94

39




NEWS PERSPECTIVES

Ecology, Christianity, and the Christmas Tree

he Christmas tree has
become an integral
art of the Christmas
celebration worldwide
and in America the quantity,
quality, and variety could hardly
be better. It’s a buyer’s and
seller’s market. But if some or-
ganizations have their way, it will
not be for long. Even before
World War II, groups like the
Garden Club of America, the Na-
tional Council of State Garden
Clubs of America, the Wild-
flower Preservation Society, and
others' have been inveighing
against the “wasteful destruc-
tion” of forests inevitably abetted
by cutting down trees to decorate
them for Christmas, in spite of
the vast availability of artificial
trees. These groups have good
reason to fight for the trees.
Forests are “the heart and
lungs of the world,” the “greatest
engine for storing the Sun’s en-
ergy.”? They take in more carbon
dioxide than any other vegetation
on land’ and give out oxygen—
tremendously important to all
earth life in view of air pollution!
Trees also help prevent soil ero-
sion, floods, and extreme swings
of temperature. Even as a person
without heart and lungs could not
live, so life on our earth would be
impossible without an abun-
dance of trees. It has been sug-

gested that when Europeans
came to these shores, there was
so much forest that a squirrel
could travel from the Atlantic to
the Mississippi by hopping from
tree to tree without touching the
ground. When the English settled

Jamestown in 1607, “the forest
stretched a thousand miles be-
yond the horizon.” That much
forest may not be necessary, but
the fact is that between 1630 and
1920 two thirds of the forests in
the continental United States
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have been lost and the process is
continuing—moving far too fast
in a dangerous direction. The na-
tives of the Americas recognized
their close ties with nature as seen
in their totems, taboos, and other
customs. In colonial America, the
mid-Atlantic area was most re-
spectful of nature, a subject av-
idly studied in Philadelphia, the
center of the mystic group known
as the Quakers.’

The rest of the world is doing
no better. In 1900, India was 50%
forested. In 1980 this was dimin-
ished to 14%.° In 1987 alone,
South America’s rain forests lost
over 8 million hectares.” The
same year, Canada lost 6.4 mil-
lion hectares. Between Decem-
ber 1989 and December 1992,
one Third World country lost
40% of its forests. From 1940 to
1992, Central America lost two
thirds of its forests.® And the re-
placement ratio is terrible. Dur-
ing the 1980s, it was 20% in Asia
and 3% in Africa.® No wonder
ecologists are concerned! And
ecology is no modern fad. Con-
cern for the planet goes back to
Plato, who was an Initiate, and to
St. Francis of Assisi who “tried to
depose man from his monarchy
over creation and set up a democ-
racy of all God’s creatures, Max
Heindel speaks of the necessity
of man to learn from his own
mistakes when he says:

“Man alone is, in some measure,
able to follow his own desires
within certain limits. That his
mistakes are many and grievous,
is granted, and to many it might
seem better if he were forced
into the right way, but if this
were done, he would never learn
to do right. Lessons of discrimi-
nation between good and evil
cannot be learned unless he is
free to choose his own course
and has learned to eschew the

wrong as a veritable ‘womb of
pain.” If he did right only be-
cause he had no choice, and had
no chance to do otherwise, he
would be but an automaton and
not an evolving God. As the
builder learns by his mistakes,
correcting past errors in future
buildings, so man, by means of
his blunders, and the pain they
cause him, is attaining to a
higher (because self-conscious)
wisdom than the animal, which
acts wisely because it is im-
pelled to action by the group-
spirit. In time the animal will
become human, have liberty of
choice and will make mistakes
and lel:Darn by them as we do

”

now.

Unbelievable as it may seem,
some of the most ardent advo-
cates of unrestrained exploitation
of nature turn to the Bible for
their defense, using Genesis
1:28. There it is stated that God
gave man “dominion.” These
people claim that dominion
means ownership and that an
owner may do whatever he
wishes with that which is his.

Let it first of all be noted that
this “dominion” spoken of in
Genesis is only granted over ani-
mals: “the fish of the sea,” “the
fowl of the air,” “every living
thing that moveth upon the
earth.” That does not include
trees! A recent best seller con-
tains a chapter entitled “Animals
Have No Rights,” which argues
that all lower creation, like trees,
share the same fate.! In verse 29
trees are mentioned, but the do-
minion promised in the previous
verse does not extend to them., All
that is said about them in Genesis
1 is that their fruit shall be for
human consumption:

“And God said, Behold, I have
given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the

Inva!uable to beginning and
advanced students.

Teachings of an Initiate is
the later fruit of Max Heindel’s
extensive investigations into
the Invisible Realms compiled
from lessons to his personal
students and public addresses.
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which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it
shall be for meat.” In Genesis 2:8-9 and 15-17,
man’s place and dominion is reiterated:

“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in
Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and
evil...And the Lord God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. and
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.”

Nowhere does it say that man should subdue or
destroy the trees. But let’s assume for argument’s
sake that man was also given dominion over the
trees. Even that would not allow unrestrained de-
struction of forests. Each portion of Scripture must
be interpreted in light of the whole. The Bible,
correctly viewed, does not contradict itself any
more than the multiplication table does. The

German Luther Bible translates the idea of man
having dominion as “reigning over.” Would a ra-
tional ruler destroy that which he is “reigning over?”
Contrary to some current conceptions, there is no
conflict between ecology and Christianity. There is
even a Christian ecological movement, “Green
Cross.” Aleading Christian journal laments the way
deforestation in parts of the southern hemisphere
impoverishes the indigenous inhabitants. '

The Bible further gives us the wonderful Golden
Rule. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them:
for this is the law and the prophets.”’

How does this principle apply here? “Between
1982-92 the United States lost 10% of its forests.”
Each year, forest land half the size of California
disappears.'* Do we really wish that the generations
before us had been as prodigal with nature as the
present one 1s? Of course not! For then we would
by now have no forests, and life here would be
impossible! Accordingly, do we really have the right
to keep on doing to generations yet unborn that
which, if not quickly halted and reversed, would
guarantee them exactly that fate?

This is not a call to stop having Christmas trees.
Rather, it is a plea to consider substituting an artifi-
cial one which in the long run would be cheaper,
since it could be used over many years. Surely, if a
course of action is correct Biblically, morally,
ecologically and also economically, can there be any
doubt in anyone’s mind that it must be the right
one?U

—A Probationer

1001 Christmas Facts and Fancies, Alfred Carl Hottes, p. 82.

Planet Under Stress, Constance Mungall and Digby J.

McLaren, editors, p. 168.

Constance Mungall and Digby J. McLaren, op. cit., p. 13.

America, Hendrik Van Loon, p. 82.

Constance Mungall and Digby J. McLaren, op. cit., pp. 50, 168,

See Where There Is Life, Paul B. Sears, pp. 90-91.

Constance Mungall and Digby J. McLaren, op. cit., p. 172. One

hectare is 2.471 acres.

Constance Mungall and Digby J. McLaren, op. cit., p. 13.

Ibid. See The Christian Science Monitor, Dec. 1,1992, p. 5, and

Dec. 3, 1992, p. 11.

Constance Mungall and Digby J. McLaren, op. cit., p. 174.

Where Have All the Flowers, Fishes, Birds, Trees, Water and

Air Gone? Osborn Segerberg, Ir., pp. 19, 83, 154; The Rosicru-

cian Cosmo-Conception, Max Heindel, pp. 84-85. The Bible

contains a command against the wanton destruction of trees:

Deuteronomy 20:19-20.

11. The Christian Science Monitor, Dec. 1, 1992, p. 15.

12. Christianity Today, Jan. 11, 1993, pp. 16-20, 46; April 5, 1993,
p. 76.

13. Matthew 7:12.

14. CBS’ “The Osgood File,” Jan. 4, 1993, The Coming of the

Cosmic Christ, Matthew Fox, p. 14.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Everyday Cancer Risks and How to Avoid Them

Everyday Cancer Risks and How to
Avoid Them: Effective Ways to Lower
Your Odds of Getting Cancer. Mary
Kerney Livingston. Avery Publishing
Group Inc. Garden City Park, New
York, 1992. 318 Pages.

OU KNOW

the obvious ways of courting
cancer: smoking, living near haz-
ardous-waste and nuclear-waste
sites, using pesticides, herbi-
cides, insecticides, X-rays; in-
gesting food additives, colorings,
preservatives, etc. But there are
countless other ways Cancer
could gain a foothold.

You might be a meat eater “en-
joying” a juicy steak and men-
tally patting yourself on the back
for having the “wisdom” and
cash to buy the organic kind. But
if the cow drank water that came
through leaden pipes, it most
likely ingested some of the lead,
stored it in the fat, and you’re
eating it now. If it was barbecued
or in some way raised to an ex-
ceedingly high temperature, that
renders the fat and meat all the

more dangerous, even though it
may be of organic origin.

Meat consumption may help
cause cancer indirectly. Meat has
no fiber. The less fiber one eats,
the more slowly food passes
through the system, allowing
toxic substances to be assimi-
lated. According to a 1990 study
by the American Health Founda-
tion, high fat intake weakens the
immune system.

If you're finishing your meal
with a cup of coffee, are you sure
that the beans used to make the
beverage didn’t contain pesticide
residues as found in 30% of those
tested by the FDA? Or suppose

you had com and peanuts with
your meal. Did you ever hear of
aflatoxin? That’s a mold that
grows on nuts and grains as a
result of improper storage, espe-
ctally in hot climates, and it is
carcinogenic. It was first identi-
fied after an epidemic in Europe.
If you finished your meal with
a soft drink instead of coffee, it
may contain caffeine, and also
sugar substitutes. One such, sac-
charin, is “a known carcino-
genic.” A study of aspartame,
also a sugar substitute, found
brain tumors on rats. P. 239.
Alcohol, the (falsely called)
“cup that cheers,” is “the most
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dangerous legal drug known to mankind,” accord-
ing to the author. P. 23. It should be off limits for
those wishing to avoid cancer. Many alcoholic
drinks contain the carcinogen urethane, a natural
result of the fermentation process. In addition, there
is the threat of residues of pesticides used to treat
grapes and grains, as well as that from the lead in
some water. According to the International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) of the World Health
Organization (WHO), booze has been linked to
cancer of the throat, mouth, larynx, pharynx,
esophagus, bladder, breast, and liver. Smoking com-
pounds the risk of using alcohol. P, 23.

Those who are vegetarians, teetotalers, non-
smokers (who avoid second-hand smoke), use or-
ganic foods and distill their water, have almost
nothing to fear from the above. But this is not a
100% guarantee of immunity from cancer. It may
come by way of radon. This is a chemically inactive
yet radioactive gas that occurs “naturally” as the
result of the breakdown of uranium-238 in soil and
rock. Itis able to pass through solid matter including
the human body. It may be encountered in the most
pristine pastoral places, though most likely be pre-
sent where uranium mines or uranium waste are
located. According to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Yo of U.S. homes have high radon
levels. This is said to cause 10,000-30,000 deaths a
year, making it Number 2, next to tobacco, in the
United States as cause of lung and possibly stomach
cancer. It is wise to check out one’s dwelling.

There is also the threat of asbestos. The reader
may well be living and/or working where it exists,
for according to a recent EPA report there are more
than half a million private, public, commercial and
other places where asbestos is in the process of
deterioration. Too, an estimated 400,000 miles of
water pipes in the U.S. have an undesirably high
asbestos level.

Asbestos is the name given to a group of natural
minerals that separate into strong fibers. Because it
is acid-resistant, light, strong, impervious to heat
and chemicals, and unable to conduct electricity, it
has been used in the U.S. since 1880 in almost 3,000
products: insulation for heating, water, sewage
pipes, brake linings, and flame proofing; roof, floor
and siding tiles; paints and textiles; wallpaper and
cement, personal hygiene products, etc. Most fre-
quently it is found in the insulation wrapped around
basement pipes. Each fiber is less than Y4 the size

Mysteries of the Great
Operas

by Max Heindel
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of a strand of human hair. If in-
haled, it can remain in the lungs
all of one’s life, causing cancer
twenty years later. To be safe, air
samples should be taken. They
should indicate asbestos levels at
or below .01 of fibers per cubic
centimeter of air.

Some want to save money
heating the home by burning
wood. But wood smoke com-
pounds have been linked to can-
cer of the lungs, heart, and
nervous system, especially if
there is little ventilation in the
wood-heated area. Are you into
cosmetics and personal-care
products? Pages 220-223 of this
book show a table of creams, lo-
tions, lipsticks, make-up, sham-
poos, mouth washes, hair dyes,

and their carcinogenic ingredi-
ents, researched by consumer ad-

The incidence of
cancer is lower
among the
physically active.

vocate Ralph Nader’s Center for
the Study of Responsible Law.
The chapter on contraceptives
is more proof that an activity in-
tended to frustrate nature has spe-
cific physical consequences—
even cancer. Silicone implants,
thought merely vain and costly,
are also risky. Pet products may

be carcinogenic and not just ani-
mal foods containing pesticides,
colorings, steroids, antibiotics,
etc., but also shampoos, sprays,
and pet collars may include toxic
ingredients with names like di-
methyldichlorovinylphosphate,
capable of polluting your pet’s
bloodstream as well as yours
while handling them.

The information in this review
is but a small sample of the pleth-
ora of peril people face. The good
news is that the author, (at the
time of writing a recovering can-
cer patient), could hardly have
omitted anything significant. The
book offers a list of other reading
on the subject, and for each of the
35 threats listed there is a detailed
section entitled “What You Can

Crossword Answers

Crossword on page 25 of September/October 1994 Rays issue.

References from Matthew:

1. 8:10 14.
2. 11:23b 15.
3. 17:23 16.
4. 13:21 17.
5. 26:21 18.
6. 15:4 19,
7. 23:16 20.
8. 23:25 21.
9. 21:16 22,
10. 9:9 23.
11. 21:35 24,
12. 18:12b 25.
13. 24:42
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do on a Personal Level.” There are specific dietary
recommendations for fortifying the immune sys-
tem. Exercise is highly recommended. The inci-
dence of cancer is lower among the physically
active. The American Cancer Society has found that
obesity is linked with a 55% higher cancer risk in
women and 33% in men, especially if there is much
upper-body fat.

The reader wishing to enjoy a maximum cancer-
free life span can do no better than to obtain this
book and learn its valuable information.0

—A Probationer

ook KR R

BOOK REVIEW I1

The Culture of Disbelief

The Culture of Disbelief: How American Law and Politics
Trivialize Religious Devotion. Stephen L. Carter, Basic Books,
1993, 328 pages.

INCE THE 1960’S we’ve been
hearing a continuous cacophony
about constitutional “separation of
church and state.” But this frequent
mention should not lead you to
think the expression is actually in

that document. The First Amendment merely bars
Congress from legal “establishment of religion,” in
the sense of granting monopoly to any group, or
“prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

The expression is found in a private letter (1802)
of President Jefferson to a group of Christians in
Connecticut. Not only is his letter devoid of author-
ity, but the great Virginian’s life and practice on

church-state relations hardly present a clear posi-
tion. As governor of the Old Dominion he issued
proclamations calling for a Day of Thanksgiving; as
chief executive, he had not! P. 117.

If there actually were a wall of separation be-
tween church and state, it might not be as good an
idea as some might suppose. At the time of publica-
tion, Dr. Carter was the William Nelson Cromwell
Professor of Law at Yale, author of another work on
constitutional law, and considered one of the na-
tion’s top experts on the subject. He is member of a
mainline Protestant denomination. He claims that in
some instances, cooperation between church and
state might be advantageous, with no visible, direct
negative results. He tells of an organization engaged
in healing and rehabilitating drug addicts. Because
of its use of spiritual means, like prayer, it was
achieving a far greater success rate than secular
outfits, even though they were recipients of public
funds. Wouldn’t government money be better spent
on the most successful drug fighters, providing a
greater boon to society? Because they invoke heav-
enly help, they must forfeit federal funding.

The idea of a wall between church and state is
generally most eagerly promulgated by secularists,
those who, as the book’s subtitle states, “trivialize
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religious devotion.” The fact that
the Supreme Court, Senate, and
House of Representatives all
open their sessions with public
prayer, and that the latter two as
well as the armed forces have
chaplains paid for by the govern-
ment, certainly makes it difficult
to accept the existence of a sepa-
rative wall between church and
state. The reader is also reminded
of a seemingly insignificant epi-
sode. After Inauguration Day in
January, 1993, Mrs. Clinton was
severely (though not very pub-
licly) criticized for wearing a
large, conspicuous cross. She
was not the first First Lady taken
to task for what she was wearing,
but possibly the first to have been
thus treated for religious reasons.
And this is just one tiny example
of a big trend. Secularists gener-
ally avoid overt attacks on be-
lievers as witnessed in other
lands. In America this would be
counterproductive. What they
seek to accomplish is to “trivial-
ize religious devotion.” Believ-
ers should keep it to themselves,
avoid all public displays and
sharing, and under no circum-
stances should they let it control
or even influence their lives.
There is shrewd selectivity in
all this: humanists are inconsis-
tent. The author tells how in the
1920s the famous theologian Dr.
Reinhold Niebuhr called for the
“Christianization” of U.S. indus-
try. Ordinarily, this would have
aroused anger and resentment
and denunciation of an effort by
a group to impose its views on
others. It so happened the Nie-
buhr’s program was basically
secular and harmonized with the
views of a large segment of soci-
ety. So, Niebuhr not only was not
castigated; instead, a group of
“Atheists for Niebuhr” was

he First Amendment merely bars Congress
from legal “establishment of religion,” in the
ense of granting monopoly to any group, or
“prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

formed to strengthen his efforts!
At times Christians are ac-
cused of imposing their morality
on society. The author stoutly
maintains that someone’s moral-
ity is always being imposed—
that’s the purpose of laws. The
important question is, whose mo-
rality is being promulgated? Car-
ter is convinced the legal system
in harmony with the decalog
and/or the moral code is best.
The fact that there are and have
been prominent clergymen in
American public life with a na-
tional holiday dedicated to one of
them, does not convince Carter
that American Christianity is not
on the defensive. Dr. King’s role

as a preacher is played down,
“trivialized,” and these men,
more often than not are being
used, as former White House aide
Charles Colson has admitted.
When John Kennedy ran for
President in 1960 (no Catholic
had held the office) he solemnly
promised he would not be influ-
enced by his church’s teaching.
New York governor, Mario
Cuomo, in a major address made
the same promise 24 years later,
and there have been many others.
The author concedes that pub-
lic officials are sworn to uphold
American and not ecclesiastical
law, but laments the fact that
when men of influence and stat-
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ure publicize their readiness to
abandon their religion, it. rein-
forces the idea of “God as a
Hobby” and no more, the title of
one of the chapters. Wouldn’t the
“right” thing be for these men to
resign when their religion con-
flicts with their oath of office?
Dr. Carter is disturbed by an
incident of an organization ask-
ing for a permit for a St. Patrick’s
Day parade and being refused
when Gays asked to march in it.
The Ancient Order of the Hi-
bernians, believing the gay life
style “wrong,” excluded them.
The author wonders why the gays
could not hold their own, sepa-
rate parade. He thinks that even
more anti-religious was the same
city’s Board of Education voting
for public schools to stress absti-
nence over so-called “safe sex”
which produced an outcry that
morality was being taught, and
morality was “religious.” But, if
because of its religious basis mo-
rality may not be taught, asks the
author, does this mean that stu-
dents would never be allowed to
hear that such things as avarice
and greed are “wrong?” Couldn’t
this be called a “values vertigo™?
The schools are the main bat-

ion in the nation’s past as merely
marginal while a great many
Christians see it as major, and
want it presented as such, caus-
ing others to cry “censorship.”
Then there is the question as to
whether evolution, omitting
God, or literal Biblical creation-

as an incisive insight into early
American life.

Rather than making a call for
religionists to seek control of the
educational curriculum, Carter
cites Tocqueville’s Danish con-
temporary, the Christian philoso-
pher Kierkegaard, as warning

The fact that the Supreme Court,
Senate, and House of Representatives
all open their sessions with public
prayer, and that the latter two as well
as the armed forces have chaplains
_paid for by the government, certainly
makes it difficult to accept the
existence of a separative wall between
church and state.

“Truth and beauty” can
evolve from “tension
between opposites.”

Heraclitus (540-470 B.C.)

tlefield between secularists and
supporters of the spiritual, since
education deals with knowledge
and that is the key to power. Even
the teaching of U.S. history has
become a bone of contention.
Secularists view the role of relig-

ism should be taught, or both.
Those who opt for the former are
seen as grossly inconsistent. On
the abortion issue they almost
proudly label themselves “pro-
choice,” but when it comes to the

“fair” proposition of teaching -

both views on the origin of life,
they insist that only atheistic evo-
lution be presented, which is a

denial of choice. Carter has no-

doubt why this is so. The secular-
ists insist that only one all-inclu-
sive “view of reality” be
presented: theirs. He says, “Back
in Tocqueville’s day, this was
called tyranny. Nowadays, all too
often, but quite mistakenly, it is
called the separation between
church and state.” P. 123. Alexis
de Tocqueville was a French so-
cial philosopher who visited the
U.S. His two-volume Democ-
racy in America (1835) is viewed

that when organized Christianity
becomes a part of the state, it
ceases to be Christianity. Its ulti-
mate triumph could only be
achieved by spiritual means—
suffering and toil, not hegemony.

Carter opposes both abortion
and capital punishment and chal-
lenges the popular myth that ad-
vocates of one generally oppose
the other. Here he offers thoughts
supportive of the Western Wis-
dom Teachings.! He concedes
that the Constitution condones

capital punishment, undoubtedly

in reference to the Fifth Amend-
ment. Of course this does not
make it morally right, any more
than the Twenty-first Amend-
ment makes liquor desirable. He
sees capital punishment as not
the same today as when the Bill
of Rights was written. Then,
death was “a much more routine
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and public phenomenon” and “the fear of death was
more effectively contained within a system of relig-
ious belief.” “Twentieth-century Americans have a
more secular cast of mind and seem less willing to
accept this dreadful, forbidden, solitary and shame-
ful event.” P. 260. He argues that the deterrent effect

“slender,” and fears the use of execution as part
of the state’s “retributive power.” P. 262.

The book jacket quotes some of Carter’s prestig-
ious peers as calling his volume ““a monumental
achievement,” “the best and most important treat-
ment” of the subject, etc. He offers no program for
halting or reversing the secular advance. The Chris-
tian reader might easily turn gloomy unless aware
of Aquaria’s advance despite the present trend. An
ancillary reality, according to the teachings of Greek
philosopher Heraclitus (540-470 B.C.) and vindi-
cated by history, “truth and beauty” can evolve from
“tension between opposites,” and the two forces
described by Carter certainly are “opposites.”*0

1. The Rosicrucian Philosophy in Questions and Answers, Volume
11, Max Heindel, pp. 99, 100, 542.

2. Seereview of Tension Between Opposites, by Paul Nitze, in The
Christian Science Monitor, Feb. 18, 1994, p. 15.

—A Probationer
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@he Rite of the

Annunristion

he Christ came as the great Way-Shower

for all mankind; consequently, the events

in His life embrace all the steps in the

evolutionary progress of the masses, and
also outline the definite stages of Initiation for the
guidance of the few who choose to take the more
direct path and to accomplish in a short time, as did
the first disciples, that which humanity as a whole
will not realize until ages hence.

Luke 1:26-27

d in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth,

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was
Joseph of the house of David; and the virgin’s
name was Mary.

In the story of the Annunciation, Luke has given
expression to something of the beauty and grace that
belonged to ancient Greece, and which, indeed,
characterized the whole of his Gospel.

Luke 1:28-32

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail,
thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee;
blessed art thou among women.

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be.

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary;
For thou hast found favor with God.

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
JESUS.

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
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the Highest; and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of
his father David.

Mary was accustomed to the
visitation of Angels and the won-
drous light of heaven which they
emanated. She did not, however,
fully comprehend the import of the
angelic message, for Mary in her
humility had never even consid-
ered that she was worthy to be
chosen to become the mother of
Jesus; her petition was only that
she might be her handmaid. Ac-
cording to legend, Gabriel read her
thought and said to her: “Fear not
Mary; there is nothing inconsistent
with your vows of chastity; you
have found favor with the Lord
because of your purity; you shall
not conceive in the ordinary way.
The power of the Holy Ghost shall
come upon you and the Most High
shall overshadow you without any
heat or lust.” This voices the lofty
ideal of attainment that Mary and
Joseph came to teach to all man-
kind. Understood at present by the
few only, it is destined to become
the universal teaching of the new
race.

Luke 1:38-39

And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word. And the
angel departed from her.

Luke 1:46-49

And Mary said, My soul doth
magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low
estate of his handmaiden; for,
behold, from henceforth all gen-
erations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath done
to me great things; and holy is his
name.

Every prospective mother is influenced by the spirit that is incar-
native through her men during the months of ecstasy. The holy Mary
was particularly susceptible to the tremendous spiritual forces of the
high master Jesus. She walked with a new beauty and grace; her
words possessed an even greater wisdom than formerly and the
radiations of light that surrounded her were dazzling to ordinary

“vision.U

—Corinne Heline, The New Age Bible Interpretation, Vol. IV, The New Testament,
pp.78, 83-89.
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

The Wonderful World Of Herbs

rHAT DO MOST
AMERICANS
RECALL
ABOUT 1962?

They recall the Cuban Missile
Crisis, and perhaps the debut of
one of the most popular televi-
sion situation comedies. It fea-
tured some “hillbillies” moving
to an affluent area in Southern
California. One of the “gim-
micks” that unfailingly got

laughs was when a friend of the -

family was ailing, “Granny”
would prepare herbal concoc-
tions in a most ludicrous, ridicu-
lous way. Evidently the
producers of the series held a low
opinion of herbs and believed the
public did too. Otherwise they
would hardly have ridiculed
them the way they did.

But this produced the irony of
ironies. The very year the TV
series appeared, herbalism in
America began to experience a
revival." That was when Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring came out,
depicting dramatically how our
artificial way of living was de-
stroying the environment. Then
the shocking story of the thou-
sands of misshapen births world-
wide due to the drug thalidomide,

M0

taken by expectant mothers, fur-
ther pushed Americans closer to
a life style in harmony with na-
ture. This included turning to
herbs, which, as not many people
know, are also in harmony with
THE HEAVENS, because “No
student of herbalism, however

sceptical, can ignore its astro-
logical connections.”” To be spe-
cific, there is an underlying unity
to the universe, whose various
parts are related. This relation-
ship can be understood through a
system known as “Astrological
Correspondences.” This means
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that everything is related to one of
the twelve signs, and those things
belonging to the same sign can be

“Man who drinks
medicine but eats badly
wastes doctor’s
knowledge.”

said to be connected to each other
in the sense of being more tied
together than to things “ruled” by
some other sign. For instance, the
logo of Gemini is that of the twins
who communicate, so Gemini
deals with writing, talking, books,
telephones, newspapers, tele-
grams, telegraph—all are related.

“Astrological Correspon-
dences” also postulates a relation-
ship between outer appearance
and inner nature. Mercury is the
fastest planet in its course around
the Sun, and therefore rules com-
munications. Venus is most nearly
like the earth, so it is the planet of
harmony. Mars, fiery red, is the
planet of war, and so on with the
other planets.

This similarity is also found in
herbology. Pull up a certain hedge-
row plant and you discover it has
nodules. It is a cure for hemor-
rhoids. Plants with spotted leaves
are antidote to acne. The wild
pansy with its heart-shaped leaves
is a tonic for the heart. In herbol-
ogy, this “correspondence” is
known as the “Doctrine of Signa-
tures.”

In view of the astounding simi-
larity between things herbal and
things heavenly, it was inevitable
that studies dealing with them
should merge. Accordingly, on the
eve of the Renaissance, (astrology
was enjoying great popularity in
Europe), physicians discovered

that plants as well as planets play a part in healing. The signs of the
zodiac were linked with parts of the body as well as with plants of
therapeutic value specific to them. Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499) was
one of the pioneers in this study and today charts with this information
are readily available. The following is a composite of several of these
charts:

» ARIES: Garlic, hops, onions, nettles, thistle, fern.

o TAURUS: Myrtle, larkspur, coltsfoot, sage, tansy, thyme,
daisy, dandelion.

» GEMINI: Caraway, lily-of-the-valley, woodbine, yarrow, dog
grass.

» CANCER: Water lilies, chickweed, honeysuckle, lettuce.

o LEQ: Parsley, camomile, daffodil, cowslip, anise, fennel,
eyebright, marigold, mistletoe, St. John’s wort, walnut.

o VIRGO: Licorice, endive, skullcap.
o LIBRA: Pennyroyal, primrose, watercress, thyme, violet.

e SCORPIO: Bramble, blackberry horehound, horseradish,
wormwood, featherfew, agrimony, black thorn.

o SAGITTARIUS: Agrimony, clover, oak, mallow.

¢ CAPRICORN: Comfrey, fumitory horsetail grass, shepherd’s
purse, wintergreen, nightshade, black poppy.

. ASUARIUS: Marigold, snakeroot, southern wood, valerian
walnut, myrrh, spikenard, frankincense.

o PISCES: Camomile, Irish moss, liverwort, mint, verbena.’

Not only are the herbs listed here of healing value to the body parts
they are related to, but they are also good for persons born under that
sign. Thus onions may help calm an Aries’ nerves, and licorice and
endive are not only digestive aids, but extra beneficial to those born
under the 6th sign.

Medieval herbalists also began to teach and practice that certain
times, depending on the planets, are more propitious for treatment
than others, which of course is also in full accord with HOLY WRIT.*
Furthermore, the Bible also makes numerous references to the world
of herbs. Cruden’s Complete Concordance gives eighteen verses
mentioning the word “herb” and seventeen verses using “herbs.” But
that is not a complete list by far. In the olden days, herbs and spices
were used interchangeably and each could be used to include both.
Thus, for instance, when Joseph was sold into Egyptian captivity, it
was to herb merchants.’ The Queen of Sheba brought Solomon along
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At the birth of Jesus, the “treasures” brought by the magi
included “frankincense, and myrrh”— herbs.

with the precious stones as well as herbs.’

Further, numerous times in the Bible, herbs are referred to by
specific name. The manna received by the Israelites in the wilderness
is likened to “coriander seed,” an herb.” The repentant Psalmist
prayed, “Purge me with hyssop.”® He picked the right herb, for it has
been catalogued as a “cleansing tonic.” At the birth of Jesus, the
“treasures” brought by the magi included “frankincense, and
myrrh”— herbs.'’ Health enthusiasts will be interested in Ezekiel
27:17, where the word “pannag” appears. One version omits pannag
with a footnote saying, “meaning of which is unclear.”"" But a case
can be built for the fact that it is ginseng, whose “technical” name is
“penax quinquefolium.”*

Even isolated places like Papua and the Fiji Islands of the South
Pacific have a long history of herbology. This would be supported by
HISTORY, which bears ample testimony to herbology’s proud world-
wide past.” This past has been traced back to China’s Emperor Sheng
Noong (between ca. 2838-2698 B.C.) who, in his first Chinese

compendium, identified 365 spe-
cies. In 1933 Li Ching Wan died,
claiming to have been born 256
years before. He attributed his lon-
gevity to the herb hydrocotyle
asiatica. Twentieth century re-
search has uncovered two plants
by that name. One is well-known
and easily available. The other is
of a more complex composition
and contains some strange ingredi-
ents. The Chinese not only may
have been the wound’s chief con-
tributors of facts concerning herbs,
they have also contributed phi-
losophy such as: “Man who drinks
medicine but eats badly wastes
doctor’s knowledge.” The Com-
munist regime, which discarded so
much of the past, has enthusiasti-
cally encouraged herbology." The
Edwin Smith Papyrus of about the
same time, written by Egyptian
herbalists, reveals that their sci-
ence flourished in the shadow of
the pyramids." It also flourished in
ancient Assyria and Babylon, as
shown in the archaeological ac-
tivities of the last century by Sir
Henry Rawlinson.

All of the very earliest physi-
cians were herbalists. They did not
need to practice vivisection, nor
use environment-polluting chemi-
cals to grow their medicines. The
Greeks were fascinated by herbol-
ogy. Plato’s pupil, Theophrastus
(ca. 370 B.C.), was perhaps her-
bology’s most outstanding stu-
dent. Among the Romans, the poet
Virgil extended the boundaries of
this science in his writing, Geor-
gics (ca. 70 B.C.). Pliny the Elder
(A.D. 23-79), wrote that the juice
of mistletoe, garlic, and bloodroot
inhibits tumors (later proven in
mice).'® Galen (ca. 130-200 A.D.),
who claimed he never lost a patient
(he served the emperors Severus,
Commodus, and Marcus Aure-
lius), came up with an herbal cold
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cream formula “which has been
improved but little to this day.”"’

Mohammed, founder of Islam,
was a prosperous herb trader. He
was helping to revive the Arab
monopoly in the Middle East
which was temporarily lost to the
Phoenicians and Romans. The
Moslems raised the study of
herbs to new heights, introducing
it once more into Europe. There,
even their arch foe Charlemagne
encouraged it. His Capitulare De
Villis Imperiabilis listed over
seventy (70) herbs grown in his
garden. This interest in herbs was
most avidly pursued by religious
groups for many years in

medieval Europe.

Marco Polo (ca. 1254-1324),
famous for his travels to China,
often mentioned herbs in his
journals. In 1471 a fellow Vene-
tian, Peter Cescentius, published
De Agricultura, a landmark trea-
tise on medicinal plants. His was
the twelfth complete book to
come off the then “modern”
printing press.

Perhaps no medieval practitio-
ner of the healing arts reached
greater fame than Theiphratus
von Hohenheim (1493-1591),
better known as Paracelsus. He
was an outspoken advocate of the
doctrine of signatures. In those

days, herbs had far more than
therapeutic functions. Only the
rich had wooden or stone floors.
Packed clay was more common
in homes. Herbs were often used
to create a clean, fresh look and
odor. In 1475, there appeared the
first woodcut-illustrated book on
herbs, Das Buch der Natur, by
Konrad von Megan Berg.

Also in the 15th century, herbs
began to have possibly their big-
gest impact on human history.
Explorers set out looking for the
fabled Spice Islands, taking
Vasco da Gama to India and Co-
lumbus to America. And herbs
became North America’s first
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known export to Europe. In
1603, Bartholomew Gosnold ex-
plored New England’s coast
where he named places like
Martha’s Vineyard and shipped
back some of the sassafras he
found there.

A few years before, in 1597,
the first expanded and revised
herbal book had appeared. It was
written by John Gerald who was
apothecary to James I, the spon-
sor of the world’s best known
Bible. About half a century later,
between 1649 and 1653, there
was published the Complete
Herbal, by Nicholas Culpeper.
Of all the old herb books it is the
one still most popular, for it was
Culpeper “who ascribed the vir-
tues of his herbs to the influence
of the planets.”'® Skeptics, on
noting his brief life span (1616-
54), might question what good
his science did him. They may
not know he was seriously
wounded in the English Civil
War (1640-48) while fighting on
freedom’s side and never fully
recovered. Herbs may have ex-
tended his life span, for years
later the famous scientist Joseph
Priestley (1733-1804) proved
that just one little sprig of pepper-
mint can produce enough life-
giving oxygen for a mouse to live
on.

“No student of
herbalism, however
sceptical, can ignore its
astrological
connections.””

Truly, in the words of Eng-
land’s Nobel Prize winner (1907)
Rudyard Kipling, “Anything
green that grew out of a mold,
was an excellent herb to our fa-
thers of old.” And according to

-in the 19th century (1822) Samuel Thomson of New Hampshire published a
mammoth 800-page manual on herbs...

Tennyson, “little flower, if I
could understand what you are,
rootand all, and all in all, I should
know what God and man is.”

Letit not be thought herbology
was limited to the Old World.
When the Europeans arrived in
the New World, herbology was
already practiced widely. The
Iroquois liked ginseng; the
Zunis, wormwood and yarrow;
the Chippewas, dandelion and
snakeroot; the Southwest’s
Patago, mesquite twigs. In a July,
1805 entry of the Journal of Le-
wis and Clark, famed explorers
of the West, is a description of
how the Indians they had encoun-
tered used sunflowers to make
bread and thicken soup."

Many years before (1634),
William Wood and John Josselyn
in their New England Prospect
had compared the knowledge of
the Indians with that of the Euro-

peans. Each added to the store of
the other. The Indians also had
come to believe in the “Doctrine
of Signatures.” And the early In-
dians didn’t smoke tobacco by
itself, but just a little of it mixed
in with a great many harmless
herbs like sumac leaf, inner bark,
etc.—so they didn’t suffer like
present-day smokers.

Philadelphia’s renown physi-
cian, medical pioneer, member of
the Continental Congress, etc.,
Dr. Benjamin Rush (1745-1813),
was also a leader in obtaining
national recognition for Indian
herbs.

Furthermore, in the 18th cen-
tury, there was a school of herbs
in the “Smokies,” site of Tennes-
see’s first European settlements.
This information appeared in the
June issue of the 1962 National
Geographic and was written as a
research paper by the late Su-
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preme Court Justice William O. Douglas. And poli-
tics of sorts helped fuel a renewed interest in herbs.
After the Boston Tea Party of 1773, it was “unpatri-
otic” to drink regular tea. Pennyroyal, wintergreen,
Oswego tea, etc., were used instead. And nine dec-
ades later, during the Civil War, the beleaguered
South looked to herbs as a substitute for coffee,
chocolate, ink, medicines, and many other things.
Also in the 19th century (1822) Samuel Thomson
of New Hampshire published a mammoth 800-page
manual on herbs, to counteract efforts to distort his
teachings. It sold at the then fantastic price of $20.
Two years before, the religious community of the
Shakers set up an herb garden in New Lebanon,
New York. Eventually these people produced over
600 different species on their various communities
throughout the nation. In 1857, to take a typical
year, they shipped 75 tons of dried medicinal herbs
to every state in the Union as well as England and
Australia. They kept at it until well into this century,
when dwindling numbers forced them to stop.

Others have continued the noble work. Not only
astrology is still practiced along with herbology, but
also the bio-dynamic system, based on the emphasis
on maintaining soil quality as taught by esotericist
Dr. Rudolf Steiner.” Its ideas have been confirmed
by famous Luther Burbank, who found that if crop
rotation is supplemented by the use of herbs, the
latter as well as other crops benefit, and the soil is
regenerated at the same time.

Truly, herbs are wonderful. Let it also not be
forgotten that if there were no herbs, there would be
no royal jelly, that marvel of super foods, and some
of the best honeys are also herb-derived. And speak-
ing of “derived,” where did herbology (also called
phytotherapy) come from? One authority on natural
healing points to the fact that animals know by
instinct what they need, and early man was similarly
led into using plants against discomfort and pain.*'
But whence came man’s instinct if not from his
Creator? The Zuni Indians point to the gods as the
source of their plant remedies,?? and Welsh tradition
holds that God led their hands to the herbs that
would heal their hurts.” Truly, something as grand
as herbology must have had a Divine origin, the best
reason for looking into it.

1. Using Plants for Healing, Nelson Coon, p. 22,

- The Concise Herbal Encyclopedia, Donald Law, p. 25,

2
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Suggested further reading: The Magic of Herbs,
David Conway; The Complete Book of Herbs and
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—A Probationer
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HEALING

URING DAYLIGHT, the vital body

specializes the colorless solar fluid which it

absorbs through the etheric counterpart of
the spleen. This vitality permeates the whole dense
body. When the person is in good health, the solar
fluid radiates in straight lines in every direction,
carrying with it the microbes which are inimical to
good health. During sickness, the vital body be-
comes attenuated and is not able to draw to itself the
same amount of solar force. Furthermore, when the
vital force is weak, the emanations are bent and
crumpled, unable readily to eliminate disease
germs.

The Sun is the force which makes for life, and, as
such, is of inestimable value in maintaining health
and vitality. The more life-giving rays of the Sun we
can absorb, the more likely we are to have that
exuberant vitality which is one of the best safe-
guards against illness and against negative thoughts
and emotions. People whose vitality is constitution-
ally low are particularly in need of this strengthen-
ing agent provided so freely by the solar rays.

Solar Force and Health

Sunshine is a potent destroyer of disease germs.
It also supplies the highly valuable vitamin D,
which helps prevent diseases likely to accompany
low vitality. When exposed directly to the Sun’s
rays—at proper intervals and for moderate lengths
of time—the skin absorbs an element which later
becomes vitamin D in the bloodstream.

Spiritually, we may form a protective aura around
ourselves by living the life of love and service and
thus attracting to ourselves the two higher ethers
that compose the golden soul body. Physically, we
may, in a somewhat similar manner, provide our-
selves with protective vitality by taking time to
absorb the beneficent force of the Sun.

isible helpers are just as necessary as Invisible

Helpers, and our friends and patients may share
in a high privilege, as well as add much to the power
of liberated healing force, by joining us in prayer for
the sick. Our Healing Service is held every evening
in the Healing Temple at 6:30 P.M., (Daylight
Saving Time, 7:30 P.M.) and in the Pro-Ecclesia at
4:00 P.M. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
the following dates:

HEALING DATES:
November ............... 1—7—14—21-—-28
December.......cccueee...... 5—-11—-19--26

Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture
of the pure white rose in the center of the
Rosicrucian Emblem on the west wall of our

Pro-Ecclesia, and concentrate on Divine Love and
Healing.[1

RAYS %4

57




FOR CHILDREN

The Leaf Painter

ACKIE RUBBED HIS EYES and

looked again. There was somebody sit-

ting on the lowest branch of the maple

tree painting a leaf. He was painting it a

bright red very carefully and didn’t seem

to be spilling any paint at all. (That was

certainly better than Jackie could do. When

he painted at school the floor was always a mess and
Miss Martin wasn’t too happy.)

“Hi,” called Jackie. “What are you doing that
for?”

The person in the tree looked down and smiled
such a big smile that his cheeks— which were very
rosy indeed—puffed out like two red apples. He
wiped his brush, laid it across the top of the paint
bucket which was carefully balanced on the branch,
and jumped down. ' :

“Hello there, Jackie,” he said. “I was wondering
when you’d come visit me.”

“How did you know my name?” asked Jackie.
“And who are you?”

“My name is Bimbo, and we know all the children
in the village.”

“Oh,” said Jackie, very much surprised. In fact,
he was so surprised that he forgot his good manners
and stared hard at Bimbo, who didn’t seem to mind
at all.

Bimbo was not much bigger than Jackie (and that
wasn’t very big). He had on a brown suit which
seemed to be all in one piece, red shoes with long
toes that turned up, and a long green hat with a little
bell at the end.

“Where do you live?” asked Jackie suddenly.
“And how come you know all the children? And
who is ‘we’?” :

“Whoa,” laughed Bimbo. “One question at a
time, please. “We’ are my brothers and sisters and
uncles and aunts and cousins. We live right here in

Bimbo was not much bigger than Jackie.

the woods and we know all the children because
we’ve been watching you all growing up ever since
you were born.”

“Oh,” said Jackie again, still staring at Bimbo.
“But how come you’re painting a leaf?”
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Bimbo smiled and sat down on
a big brown log. “What time of
vear is it, Jackie?” he asked.

“Well,” said Jackie thought-
fully, sitting down too. “It’s the
time when apples get ripe and
nuts fall down and we make Jack-
o-Lanterns and—and—it’s fall,
that’s what it is!”

“Right,” agreed Bimbo. “And
what else happens in fall?”

“We have to go to school,” said
Jackie with a long face.

“And a good thing you do,
t00,” said Bimbo. “But can’t you
think of something else that hap-
pens?”’

“Well—" said Jackie, pulling
his right ear. Suddenly his eyes
grew big and round as saucers
and he stared even harder at
Bimbo. “Oh,” he said, and then
“Oh” again. “The leaves change
color.”

“Uh-huh,” said Bimbo, pick-
ing up a twig and starting to make
a design on the ground with it.

“You mean—you mean you
paint them?” asked Jackie, who
was more surprised than ever.

“Certainly,” said Bimbo, go-
ing on with his design. “I do, and
so do my brothers and sisters and
aunts and uncles and cousins.”

“But I thought that just hap-
pened by itself,” said Jackie. “I
didn’t know anybody painted
them.”

“Humph,” snorted Bimbo,
stopping his design. His usually
cheerful face looked just a bit
disgusted. “Things like that don’t
‘just happen.” Somebody has to
make them happen.”

“Oh,” said Jackie for the fifth
time, and then sat still looking out
into the woods. He saw that the
leaves on many trees had
changed color, and there were re-
ally many, many trees indeed.

“Do you have many brothers

and sisters and uncles and aunts
and cousins?” he asked after a
while.

“Oh, yes,” said Bimbo, who
had gone on with his design
again. “Lots and lots of them.
Wherever there is just one garden
with just one tree, one of us has
to be there to take care of it.”

Bimbo drew a few more lines
in his design, then tossed aside
the twig and jumped up.

“And now you’ll have to ex-
cuse me, Jackie,” he said. “T have
a lot of work to do, and if we
don’t stick to our schedule the
leaves will still be green when
snow starts falling and then
everything will be all mixed up!”

“Can I watch you work?”
asked Jackie.

“Sure,” smiled Bimbo. “Talk
to me, too. I like company when
I’m painting.”

Then Bimbo reached his arms
up and with one quite remarkable
bound he jumped, caught the low
branch of the maple tree, swung
himself up and over and sat down
on the branch. He dipped his
brush into the paint and started
working.

“That was pretty good,” said
Jackie, who was a pretty good
jumper himself. He reached his
arms up, too, bent his knees, and
jumped as high as he could. But
it wasn’t nearly high enough.
Jackie tried again and again, but
he just couldn’t reach that branch
of the maple tree.

He lookedsadly at Bimbo, who
smiled. “Practice, Jackie, prac-
tice. Everything takes practice.”

“Even painting without spill-
ing paint?” asked Jackie.

“Even painting without spill-
ing paint,” said Bimbo, who had
started work on the next leaf.
“You like to paint, don’t you,
Jackie?” he asked.

“Oh, yes I do,” said Jackie,
“but Miss Martin doesn’t like me
to because I make such a mess.”

He sat down on the log again
and thought. Suddenly he had an
idea. “I know what I'll do. I’ll
pretend I'm Bimbo painting
leaves and I'll paint so carefully
that maybe I won’t spill any
either.”

“Good idea, Jackie,” said
Bimbo. “And I think that if you
try very hard, that will work quite
well.”

For a little while Jackie sat on
the log and told Bimbo about
school and his baby sister and his
big dog Mike. Bimbo didn’t say
too much because he was very
busy, but Jackie knew that he was
listening. He certainly seemed to
know all about Mike.

Suddenly the bell in the village
rang six times.

“Oh, oh,” said Jackie jumping
up. “I"d better not be late for sup-
per. I'm glad I met you, Bimbo,”
he said politely. “And 1 won’t
forget about how leaves change
their colors.”

“Here, Jackie, take this.”
Bimbo broke off the red leaf he
had just finished painting and let
it float down to Jackie.

“Thank you, Bimbo,” said
Jackie catching the leaf. “I’ll
keep it in my new book and
maybe let Miss Martin see it to-
morrow. It sure is pretty.”

Jackie looked at the leaf a min-
ute, then waved his hand at
Bimbo. “Bye,” he shouted, and
ran off toward the village.

Bimbo smiled. “Goodby,
Jackie,” he called. Then he stood
up very carefully, lifted his paint
bucket to the next branch, swung
himself up too, and soon was
hard at work again.O

—Dagmar Frahme
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Audio Tapes .
for the

Spiritual Aspiran

i

Rosicrucian Mysteries and |
Teachings of an Initiate

by Max Heindel

Rosicrucian Mysteries — The Western Wisdom Teachings in
narrative style. Answers to life’s most basic questions for busy
people.

3 ninety (90) and 1 sixty (60) minute tapes. Regular Price $16.00

Teachings of an Initiate — Profound investigations into the Invisible
Realms compiled from Max Heindel’s lessons to his personal
students and his public addresses.

Subscribe to

RAYS
FROME
WEE
ROSE
CROSS

A bi-monthly publication of The
Rosicrucian Fellowship devoted to the
application of the Christian Teachings to
many phases of modern life. Articles on
Astrology — a phase of Christianity, on
Bible, Book Reviews, Healing, News
Perspectives, Nutrition, and studies in
the Western Wisdom Teachings.

“Timely, informative and inspiring.”

U.S.A. one year (six issues) $15.00.
two years $28.00.

California add 7% sales tax.

All other countries:
One year (six issues) $20.78.
Two Years $39.56.

Make check/money order payable

to:

Ilg’le Rosicrucian Fellowship: Dept.,
1

4 ninety (90) minute tapes..................... Regular Price $16.00
SPECIAL OFFER............. Purchase them together, only $24.00
USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM
TAPE SET NO. FIVE QTY/PRICE | TOTAL
The Rosicrucian Mysteries and
_Teachings of an Initiate Set 24.00
Postage and Handling:$2.50 — each set. gubtotal “““““““““““““““
California please add 7% sales tax. OSIABE .oovvvvv
Sales TaX ............cccoevnnnn.
TOTAL...........ocooveiie,

Makecheck or money order payable to:

THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP Dept., R/1 P.O. Box
713 Oceanside, California 92049-0713, U.S.A.

Amt. Enclosed: $......................... J Check Q VISA O MasterCard

P.O.Box 713
Oceanside, California 92049-0713 US.A.

QO YES! 1wantto experience a new
dimension in Christianity. Please send
me Rays from the Rose Cross Magazine.
O One Year O Two Years
Amountenclosed: $......................

U Check d VISA U MasterCard
Card No

Card No...........oooooi. Exp. Date........cccooovviieeeiren Eﬁ\?ﬁ%@ """ B R
IGNATURE........cccccoooromnemoenomsoeoeoe oo e M

PIGNAT PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY INAME........ovvoeee e
NAMEC. ... e e Address. ...
AQATESS.......oiii e Clty ________________________________________________
Clty ................................... Statc ................... Z:[P ........................ State ........................ Z]P ............
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STUDY WITH US

TE[E ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP is an association of Christian men and women banded together for the purpose
of helping to make Christianity a living factor in the world. Its teachings give a definite, logical, and sequential
explanation of the origin, evolution, and future development of the world and man, from both the spiritual and scientific
aspects. The Fellowship has no connection with any other organization.

Upon completion of the Preliminary Philosophy Course, one may become a Regular Student and receive a monthly Student Letter
and Lesson. After two years of Regular Studentship, during which time the aspirant has striven to practice self-control and “loving,
self-forgetting service to others,” the next step may be applied for: Probationership.

The following courses are available by correspondence:

WESTERN WISDOM PHILOSOPHY: explains many Occult Truths associated with Esoteric Christianity while affirming
the reality of Christ and His work. The Preliminary Course of 12 lessons provides a basic understanding of the planes of Nature that
are invisible to the ordinary sight, as outlined in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, the course textbook, while the Supplementary

‘Course of 40 lessons allows the student to proceed to more advanced studies and begin to mold his or her life into an expression of
confident, radiant power!

WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE COURSE: a correspondence couse of 28 lessons compiled from the profound writings of
Max Heindel. Makes clear the inner meanings of the Scriptures and reveals the underlying principles upon which both science and
religion are based. Will help the student to recognize the Bible as a spiritual Guide of inestimable value and to interpret and understand
the secrets of life it contains.

SPIRITUAL ASTROLOGY COURSES: sets forth the Cosmic aspects of the science of the stars in the light of Occult
Philosophy and its application to daily life in accordance with Spiritual Law. The Junior Course (26 lessons) covers the setting up of
the Chart and then advances to chart interpretation. The Senior Course (12 lessons) covers the esoteric phases of horoscope delineation.
The Senior Extension Course (13 lessons) covers in-depth horoscope reading, including progressions and transits.

USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM

TITLE ; : : QTYPRICE TOTAL D YES! Please enroll me as a
The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception/Cloth 15.95 Rosicrucian student:
The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception/Paper 11.95 O I CERTIFY that I am not a
Astro-Diagnosis — A Guide to Healing 9.95 hypnotist professional medium,
Ancient and Modern Initiation 8.95 paFmist or astrologer.
Rosicrucian Mysteries 8.95 I wish dv:
Gleanings of a Mystic 7.95 wish to study:
The Message of the Stars 15.95 O PHILOSOPHY
Teachings of an Initiate 9.95
Oceult Principles of Health and Healing 12.95 - WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE
Mpysteries of the Great Operas 7.95 O ASTROLOGY
The Desire Body — 7.95 All courses are available on a
Freemasonry and Catholicism 7.95 free-will love offering basis.
The Web of Destiny 8.95
_ M il this order form to:
Postage and Hﬂndhng,’ _ ‘ Subtotal............ccueeu......
$l.9‘5 — 1st bo_ok; .75 — each additional. Cali- POStage ...................... The Rosicrucian Fe“owship —_—
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ROSICRUCIAN
S50 and 100 YEAR
EPHEMERIDES

SIMPLY THE BEST

ACCURACY — Rosicrucian 50 year ephemerides are
unequaled for accuracy.

Based on the same data used by NASA and the International Astronomical
Union — includes the latest results of space research.

For astrological use, the extreme accuracy of the astronomical data has
been rounded to the nearest second of arc for the luminaries and to the
nearest minute of arc for the other planets,

Aspects and phenomena are computed to the nearest second before being
rounded to the nearest minute.

Calculated and typeset entirely by computer.

COMPLETENESS — All the information required by
advanced students of astrology, yet easy to read and use by
beginners.

Clear explanation of the relation of astrology to the Wisdom Teachings.

Clear and easy to understand explanation of each kind of data in the
ephemeris.

NEW

50 Year Ephemeris
for 1950—2000.

You deserve the BEST
Order Now!

One page per month. USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM

Daily longitudes for the Luminaries, planets BOOK — - — QTY] PRICE | TOTAL
and Lunar True Node. The Rosicrucian Ephemeris 1950-2000 (Midnight) 17.95

Daily declinations. The Rosicrucian Ephemeris 1900-2000 (Midnight) 34.95

Complete Aspectarian: all major aspects, The Rosicrucian Ephemeris 2000-2100 (Noon) 34.95

1 i i .

parallels, slaﬂonsband plhanetaxy ingresses | Subtotal .
Lunar phases, eclipses, ingresses and Postage and handling: $2.70 — first book.

void-of-course. $1.25 — each additional book. Postage ...
Logarithm and Hourly Motion tables. Foreign: $4.12 first, $2.00 each additional Sales Tax ...

. California residents add applicable sales tax.
Monthly: Julian Day, Mean Node, SVP, Total ...

Ayanamsa, Ecliptic Obliquity and Nutation.

READABILITY — The most easy to
read and use of any astrological

ephemeris.
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Glory ta God in the highest, And on earth peace, Good will fofard men.
Gloire & Bieu dans les lienx fros hants, Paix sur Lo terre, Bt bonne volonté enwrers les hommes.
@hre sei Gott in der Hike und Hriede anf Crden und den Menschen ein Wohlgefallen.
Bloria a Bio ne’ Juoghi alfissimi, Pare in ferra Fra glhi nomini ci’gli gradisce.

®loria 2 Bios en las alturas, Y en la fierra Paz enfre los hombres de la buenna voluntad.



