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Planet Art

Tiziano Vecelli (Titian), oil on panel, 690 x 360 cm (272 x 142 in),1516-1518, S. Maria dei Frari, Venice
Assumption of the Virgin

The Assumption

Who is she that ascends so high,
Next the Heavenly King,

Round about whom Angels ﬂy
And her praises sing?

Who is she tha’c, adorned with hg}lt,
Makes the sun her rol)e,

At whose feet the queen of night
Lays her changing glo]oe?

To that crown direct thine eye,
Which her head attires;

There thou mayst her name clescry
Writ in starry fires.

This is she in whose pure womb
Heaven’s Prince remainecl;
Therefore in no ear’chly tomb
Can she be contained.

Heaven she was, which held that £ire,
Whence the world took 1ig1'1t,

And to Heaven doth now aspire

Flames with ﬂames t' unite.

She that did so clearly shine
When our day begun,

See how lz)righ’c her beams decline
Now she sits with the Sun.

—Sir ]ohn Beaumont

Front Cover: Scene from American National Parks, Corel Professional Photos. Back Cover: The Golden Rose Breaks Free, Johfra, Courtesy Lectorium Rosicrucianum
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FEATURE

Our thoughts are turbulent,
they whirl

Like water over rocky shoals

Turning and lashing, never still,

They cause a tumult in our souls.

O Father God, who gave us minds

That should command these
thoughts of ours,

Grant us the wisdom to be still

And realize our precious powers.

Peace, Be Still

These thoughts that often seem
to be

So wild, so passionate, so filled

With fear, resentment, grief and
pain,

Returning bring what we have
willed.

We strive with might, we fret
and strain

We may we will be masters—

Then we find thoughts breaking,
through the bounds,

And we are humbled once again.

Dear Christ, O speak the word

of peace

To raging tempests of the heart,

As on the sea of Galilee

You bade the angry storm depart.

Let thoughts of Patience,
kindness, faith,

Forgiveness and Divine control

Rule in our minds that we may
know

In love the freedom of the soul.

—Della Adams Leitner

Image is an adaptation of the picture Jesus Calms the Storm, created by O. A. Stemler and Bess Bruce Cleaveland for the Standard Bible Story Readers
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EDITORIAL

The Pear| of Great Price

NDERSTANDING the parable of unfamiliar or unknown, in this case, to suggest
the Pearl of Great Price (Matt. incomparable spiritual riches.
13:45-46) should not be difult for Parents pay dearly for their childrencollege
contemporary economic marmA education to optimize their earning potentrle
product of his time, he is market- like sacrifices being made to insure matriculation
driven, consumption-goaled, and trained tadnto the Kingdom of Heaven? How dearly are we
diagnose divine discontent as a health problem avilling to pay for a spiritual education?
as evidence of some material lack. The Rosicrucian teachings are frébey become
At least the pearl part of this parable is cléar valuable as they are put into practice and bring ligit
refers to something valuable, a material goodb experiencelhey also point us in a direction that
worth possessing. But the pearl is the parableruns counter to the secular religion of capitalisni.
predicateThe subject is the Kingdom of Heaven.They afirm that being poor in spirit is an asset.
What is that? Evidently something so valuable that Understand, one can be an investor in the stogk
all one has must be sold if one wants to obtain it market of spiritual fads, a speculator with a portfo
In fact, the Kingdom of Heaven is literally price lio of New Age mantras and formulae for self-
less and no amount of material gain can secure gsteem and prosperignd God (however you con
Rather do material pursuits tend to deflect one froroeive Him/Her/It) thrown in to boot. Excitement
such a “purchase.A contemporary take on the you may have, divine discernment is far less likely
parable suggests that the commercial mind is A pearl is the product of irritation, of wounding.
incapable of comprehending such a transaction, ¢f you desire the Kingdom of Heaven, expect a
estimating the enormity of the stakes involved. thorn in the side of self-seeking, expect to carry fa
What must be sold are not articles the materiadross on the shoulders of your aspiratide.could
mind values, but rather that mind-set itself and akbay thatthe Pearl is the crucified and risen Christ,
its valuationsThat seems a real sacrifice, an mor Love’s estate which the Father has willed to all Hi
dinate requirement for the rich young man, whdwuman childrenWe purchase shares in Chisst’
asked what he must do to enter the Kingdom dfansformative sdéring, the love that bears all
Heaven. He had a greater stake in earthly pessdhings, that we might gain His victory over death
sions than in a promissory note from heaven. Hiand the alluring mammon of matter
mind could not rightly conceive of such a place, TheTeachings we hold so dear will declare theif
for the attitude and aptitude to do so had not beearalue to others as we manifest théusince of
cultivated—that ability to correctly value what phys their efects.Truths of the spirit are in a condition
ical eyes cannot see and fleshly ears cannot heawof Holy Saturday burial until we live our total
As a commoditya pearl is precious; spiritually being into them and burst out of the grave of mat¢
it is worthless. SpiritThat's another dimension rial consciousness in a sunrise of immortal €omn
entirely So much so that, to the mercenary mindprehension.Then will our Christlight shine into
the only approach to it can be by simN&e start this earthly sphere and attest to the reality and
with the known and valued and compare it to thenestimable worth of the Kingdom of Heaven(]

U7
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Way of the
Passion—
The Scourging

F THE INNER MEETING with the

spiritual “Foot-washing” RaysMay/

June 1999) represents the recogniti

of a basic law of the Spiritudvorld

and a principle of spiritual schooling#e
according to the method of ChristiajFis
Rosicrucianism, a similar meeting with t
spiritual “Scouging” represents the recog
nition of a further law of the Spiritu&yorld
and another principle of Christian Rosicrucia
training. And just as the Footwashing wa* .
concerned with the relationship betweg
above and belowso is the Scoging a
question of the relationship betweeght
and left For the true regulation—in aceo l.‘ ~
dancewith divine will—of the relationship [
between right and left in human beings al
affairs is a task of the very widest spiritue

and moral scope and comprises in itself e :

long path of learning and discipline. Ir— - __u?""" = — |
essentials, it involves the same kind o - Watercolor, J. James Tissot (836-1902)
adjustment in this relationship as is indice The Scourging of Christ Jesus

: The scouwging designates a variety of initiatory experiences, which

ed in the prece_pt “Let not thy, left haninclude pseudo-dilemmas of mental choice and psychological/ motal

know what thy right hand doeth. ordeals in which oneesolves to stand firm (tied to the pillar of will)
In order to understand what is required Iwhile personalities and events flail consciousnessrtifiboth sides.”

this precept, and therewith the meaning of )

the Scouging, we must recognize...that the humare't €&l the left hand and the left leg—is the
form in its symmetrical structure expresses the fakCiferic man, while the “man of the right” is
that the forces of Lucifer andlhriman encroach Ahrimanic. Betweerthe two lies a central septum

from each side and maintain a balance within th@/ich forms the arena for the Ego and for the-spi
man.The “man of the left'—that is the left eye, thetual and divine element working through the Ego.
In this sense, then, the “right hand” signifies thg
This is the second in a series of six articles on tag 8¥the  Anhrimanic in Man, and the “left hand” corresponds

Passion, drawn &m \alentin ©mbeg’s studies of thélew e .
Testament copyright by Candeur Manuscripts (1985) and to the Luciferic. Thus the principle that the left

reprinted with the permission of tAathroposophical Pess. hand should not know what the right hand dogs

v
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acquires the meaning that the knowledge should lehich moral imagination as the expression of the
present in the third principle, the human-divinecreative spiritual conscience, has the decisive worg.
but not in the left-side or the right-side man.For the Christ-impulse is neither a right nor a duty
Neither must it be in the men bbthsides, for that but a free creation flowing from the cosmic foun
would mean an alliance between the Luciferic andf love.And this act of creating, is precisely what
the Ahrimanic in Man: that is, the combining of a Rudolf Steiner in hi®hilosophy of Spiritualctivity
consciously calculated aim with passionate impulhas called “moral imagination”.

siveness. Such a combination would be of the The moral attitude here indicated determines
worst description; it would represent the opposit@also the concrete method of spiritual discipling
of the precept quoted, for then the left havald  which demands that moral attitude as its condition.
know what the right hand was doinfat would On this path the Meditation exercise must be qo
mean that all uprightness and honesty would beonstructed that it becomes neither an ardeft

impossible, for the whole absorption in prayer nor
life of the soul would be . sober reflection, but a calm
tainted with calculation. It is upon thoughtful, experience of conscious

The point is, that both quiet steadfastness dur- ness, light, and life—clear

the right and the left hanc . . . in perception and strong in
should take part in the Ing the time Spent in the thought.Thus it is impor

accomplishment of deeds  light of a true and lofty tant that the livinglight-

but that they should not thought that the value of ray in the central man
supply thanotivefor these should not only shine out,

deeds.The lattey that is a Medl_tatlon EXEercise but should stand firm in
the knowledge of what is specially depends. quiet steadfastness agains
being done, belongs to the onslaughts from left and
the third man whose con right. It is upon thoughtful,

sciousness is developed on the plane of contagtiet steadfastness during the time spent in the
between the left-side and the right-side manlight of a true and lofty thought that the value of &
Against this central man, howey@nslaughts are Meditation exercise specially depends.
launched from left and right to set up a vacillating Now in other spiritual movements there are
movement, swinging to the right or to the left.  exercises which are radically f#ifent from those
Within the human @ranism a perpetual struggle characterized abové&here are, for instance, exer
goes on consisting mainly of a reciprocal conflicttises whose task is to develop shrewdness, the ¢
between the Luciferic and tidrimanic elements of observation, and skill in dealing with the things
which, however—after the spirit of Foot-washingof physical existenc@hese exercises are intended
has established the connection between above atwdgive the pupil an advantage over others in the
below—is expressed in an attack frdoth sides physical world.
on the central marhis onslaught from both sides Again, in another direction, exercises of mysti
on the upright “Son of Man,” who unites Heavencal absorption, of ecstasgre practicedThe pur
and Earth within the human being, is the essence pbse of these exercises is to make clairvoyant,
the inner experience &couging. The point of itis supersensible experiences possible by elimination
that the true man should learn to stand, and to “standt suppression of the Ego-consciousness.
in such a way that he swerves neither to left nor The first group of exercises is to train the -con
right from the position of the spiritual conscience.sciousness to a higher estimate of the physicgal
This “standing” is, at the same time, the secondorld, and also to be more bound up with it than
spiritual-moral principle of th&Vestern-Christian would normally be the case; the second group o¢f
spiritual training. This training is based on the exercises, on the contragims at suppressing the
moral attitude—between “rights” and “duty”—in activity of reason and intellect in order to attain, if

ft
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ecstatic absorption, to dreamlike experiences
the supersensible.
But on the Christian Rosicrucian path there i
neither a strengthening of the physical conseiou
ness and the physical reasoning power nor £
extension of the dream-consciousness to the dg
time, but a union of the waking consciousness wit
the SpiritualWorld, and a maintenance of thisgs
union without deviating towards the dream-like o
the physical-sensaory :
The maintaining of union with the Spiritual B8
World by means of the light-ray of the spiritualf#
conscience may become more and more a necesg:
of life, even in the destiny of a man who practiceg
the maintenance of this union by means of the ug
of Meditation.Then it also happens that the inne
difficulties which are overcome in the msumature
by the practice of Meditation come out, so tqig
speak, and re-appear in the “destingasism” of
the man in question.
Onslaughts from right antéft, which hitherto B
had been purely inner processeishin him, now Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Gonfraterniy of the Precious Blood
appear externally in his destinflis destiny then Luciferic temptations and influences (shown above appealin
assumes a character in which the man is consta to worldly vanity and ambition) assail human consciousnes
ly faced with a dilemma; but this dilemma is nO1from one side, whiledm the otheAhriman pompts to “cold-
R e _“'blooded” logic and the emptiness of rational materialism.
one ofchoice it is one in which the man must give
proof of strength to be capable bt choosing. Man must fulfill a karma borne by the Guiltless in
Then, like Scylla and Charybdis, possibilities ofincomparably greater measure. From this -cor
decision confront the man amoatherrealdilem  sciousness flows the strength of humijlighich is
mas in which he is obliged to choo¥¢hat appears the only power to be depended upon in this situa
now before the man is a false dilemragainst tion—for the power of pride is then broken.
which he must hold his ground, because it is not What is experienced in this way as “Sapog”,
the true dilemma of Good and Evil.* both inwardly as Meditation and also in individua
Then destiny may exhibit a further metamorphodestiny can and must be experienced by that se
sis. For it may happen that false dilemmaging tion of humanity which has decided for the Christ;
to this decision become real attacks and pressuir@pulse in the history of mankindnd that section
from two sides. Calumny and need, hostility anadf humanity must experience the historical
worry may form the environment of the man, andScoumging” in this way because the world with its
blow after blow may fall upon hinThen his task peoples and races has no “room” to spare for
is not to give way to resentment or anger nor t€hristianity Other ideals and other paths will be
fear and discouragement, but to stand firm in loyaccepted by the world, and the nations will de bag
alty to the Spirit. No abstract conviction will avail tle for those ideals and paths; but in the end thgy
then, but only the consciousness that, being guiltyvill all be of one mind—that Christianity is, to say
*|lt must, howeverbe again exmssly pointed out that, the least, superfluous.
together with the false dilemmas, true dilemmas may make Jyst as within the humangamism the true man

their appearance, and that the man has not only to wuder e A
the test in which he musbt choose, but stand firm; he has has only the surface of the septum at his dispogal

also to undego the test of deciding when eghtto choose. 1N defending himself against the onslaughts fror

UQ
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left and right, so all the “room” within ganized the illusions of the spirit of compromise disappealr
humanity will be appropriated by other forces, and—the compromise which desires to rely on seme
spiritually active Christianity will be vouchsafed thing other than that flowing in through the gateg
merely a “septumbetweerthe right and leftThe  of conscience as a living revelation of the Spirit.
passage in St. MatthesvGospel (24:9): “¥ shall Now this test is at the same time an experienc
be hated of all nations for my narsesake,” must in it the reality of the Christ-impulse is experi
be fulfilled for the very reason that Man has tcenced in a clearer and more striking manner than(in
bring about the same situation as that set up witheny other situationAnd the consequence of the
the individual during his spiritual training. Just asexperience is—this applies to the inner life of thg
all the ogans of the right-side and the left-sideindividual as well as to the spiritual history of
man are in the possession of Lucifer &mdiman, mankind—that the Christ-impulse, to which
and all assaults on thegamless spirit-man [divine “room” has been denied, obtains room for itself. If
spirit] proceed from them, so all the peoples-conobtains it within the human ganism, not in any
stituting oganized humanity will be hostile separate @an but in thdloodflowing through all
towards anything that does not fit into thagami  organs.And working from the blood, the Christ-
zation and towards a Christianity which does noimpulse gradually alters the wholeganism, the
originate with themselves. For true Christianity ideft side as well as the righthen appears the con
the conscience of mankind and has as little to ddition referred to in the passage: “Let not thy left
with the diferent races and ganizations as the hand know what thy right hand doetligr knowl-
conscience of the individual has to do with his dif edge will then belong not to the left-side man nor
ferent ogans. the right-side man, but to the man of conscience

But what will result from the fact of Christianity ~ Similar will be the consequences in history fo
being accorded only the vertical surface betweethe historic Christianity which has undene
right and left? It will mean that in reality “Scouiging.” For the Christianity experienced as
Christianity will be given no room at all; it will be “not of this world,” will become a spiritually etheric
crowded out of everything of the nature of agaer current, flowing, like the circulation of the blood,
nization (and the world will belong to what igar  through the whole ganism of humanityrhrough
nizational), and will, therefore, be able to develogall nations” will this current flow—the stream of
only in the consciousness of individuals and iractivity of the spiritual conscience, inwardly trans
conscious relationship between individu#is.its forming and emancipating the world from the
history proceeds, Christianity will become preciselyoonds of the group-spirit and the trammels gier
“a Kingdom which is not of this world And then nization. And insofar as in all nations men and
for the first time will it fully display its poweirfor  groups of men will react to it, to that extent will &
then it will be true and definitively free of cem new human culture-community gradually arise),
promise. For the weakness of historic Christianityhat culture-community which in the Revelation of
is that it is sullied by the spirit of compromise.  St. John is called “Philadelphia,” and which in the

This tendency to compromise is mainly seen iterminology of Spiritual Science is the sixth post
the fact that Man pins his hopes to something othétlantean Culture-epoch. In this epoch the cultur
than the Spirit itself. He thinks to find allies in ideaswill be that of the Christ-impulse flowing through
forces and expedients drawn frasther souces all mankind, no longer only as a doctrine, but
So long as these illusions persist, Christianity caabove all as a social forcAnd this culture will
never be fully developed as an active force in thbBave settlements in “all nations” and will be a bon
souls of men. For the complete devotion of thef brotherly unity among men, binding nations an
soul is the indispensable condition upon which itéands together all round the Earth. For it will be th
full development dependand this complete devo fruit of the adjustment of the relationship betwee
tion can only be attained when the soul is subjeaight and left in the spirit of the experience result
to the test of Scoging. In this situation only do ing from theTrial by Scouging. (Continued) 0

&
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Song of Prayer—
Healing

The Cause of Sickness
0 not mistake ééct for cause, nor
think that sickness is apart and sep4d
rate from what its cause must be. It ig
a sign, a shadow of an evil thought
that seems to have reality and to bg
just, according to the usage of the world. It is exte
nal proof of inner “sins,” and witnesses to unfor
giving thoughts that injure and would hurt the So
of God. Healing the body is impossible, and this i
shown by the brief nature of the “cur@&he body
yet must die, and so its healing but delays its-tur
ing back to dust, where it was born and will retur
The bodys cause is unfgiveness of the Son of
God. It has not left its source, and in its pain an
aging and the mark of death upon it this is clearl
shown. Fearful and frail it seems to be to those w
think their life is tied to its command and linked tqg
its unstable, tiny breath. Death stares at them
every moment goes irrevocably past their graspi =~
hands’ WhICh CannOt hOId them baAh'd they feel Qil on canvas.rl Heinrich Bloch (1834-1890). Royal Museum of Fine Arts, Copenhagen
fear as bodies change and sicken. For seeyge the Jesus with Crown of Thorns
heavy scent of death upon their hearts. Judgment based on OléStament Law is superseded by the
The body can be healed as afeeff of true for law of Love incarnate, Who came not into the world to judg
giveness. Only that can give remembrance ckouti0 save i nlfying deatsbouer o bing humen con
immortality, which is the gift of holiness and love.
Forgiveness must be given by a mind which underupon himself. For he has damned his body as I
stands that it must overlook all shadows on the holgrison, and fagot that it is he who gave this role to it.
face of Christ, among which sickness should be What he has done now must Godon undo.
seen as one. Nothing but that; the sign of judgmefut not alone. For he has thrown away the prison
made by brother upon brothend the Son of God key—his holy sinlessness and the remembrance
- : : : his Fathers Love.Yet help is given to him in the
This is the thid and concluding article ohe Song of Prayer:

. \ . il Voice his Father placed in hifihe power to heal
Prayer Fogiveness, Healingan extension of the principles . . . S
of A Course in Miracles,” eprinted with permission of the 1S NOW his Fathes gift, for through Hisvoice He

Foundation for Inner PeadeO. Box 635, iburon, CA94920.  still can reach His Son, reminding him the body

A1
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may become his chosen home, but it will never bsustained in us; Higoice, theWord of God, more
his home in truth. certainly our own.

Distinctions therefore must be made between This gentle passage to a higher pragedind for
true healing and its faulty counterparhe world giveness of the ways of earth, can only be received
of opposites is healing’place, for what in Heaven with thankfulnessYet first true healing must have
could there be to heals prayer within the world come to bless the mind with loving pardon for the
can ask amiss and seeming charitygifee to kill,

so healing can be false as well as true; a witness  This IS what death should
the power of the world or to the everlasting Love o be: a quiet choice. made

God. . i
False versus True Healing joyfully and with a sense of
False healing merely makes a poor exchange peace, because the body

one illusion for a “nicer” one; a dream of sicknes: .
for a dream of healtffhis can occur at lower forms has been kmdly used to

of prayer combining with fogiveness kindly help the Son of God along
meant but not completely understood as yet. On the way he goes to God.
false healing can give way to feap sickness will
be free to strike again. False healing can indeesins it dreamed about and laid upon the world. Noyw
remove a form of pain and sickness. But the causge its dreams dispelled in quiet rest. Now its for
remains, and will not lack ffcts. The cause is still giveness comes to heal the world and it is ready o
the wish to die and overcome the Christd with  depart in peace, the journey over and the lessons
this wish is death a certainfpr prayer is answered. learned.
Yet there is a kind of seeming death that has-a dif This is not death according to the world, for
ferent source. It does not come because of hurtfdeath is cruel in its frightened eyes and takes the
thoughts and raging anger at the universe. It meréorm of punishment for sin. How could it be a
ly signifies the end has come for usefulness of bodylessing, then&nd how could it be welcome when
functioning.And so it is discarded as a choice, ast must be fearedWhat healing has occurred in
one lays by a garment now outworn. such a view of what is merely opening the gate to
This is what death should be; a quiet choicehigher prayer and kindly justice done? Death is
made joyfully and with a sense of peace, becauseward and not a punishment. But such a viewpoint
the body has been kindly used to help the Son a@hust be fostered by the healing that the world can
God along the way he goes to Gd# thank the not conceiveThere is no partial healingVhat but
body, then, for all the service it has given us. Bushifts illusions has done nothing/hat is false can
we are thankful, too, the need is done to walk theot be partly true. If you are healed your healing i
world of limits, and to reach the Christ in hiddencomplete. Fagiveness is the only gift you give and
form and clearly seen at most in lovely flasheswould receive.
Now we can behold Him without blinders, in the False healing rests upon the badgure, leaving
light that we have earned to look upon again. the cause of illness still unchanged, ready to strike
We call it death, but it is libertyt does not come again until it brings a cruel death in seeming victory
in forms that seem to be thrust down in pain upoit can be held at bay a little while, and there can he
unwilling flesh, but as a gentle welcome to releasdarief respite as it waits to take its vengeance on the
If there has been true healing, this can be the for®on of God.Yet it cannot be overcome until all
in which death comes when it is time to rest a whildaith in it has been laid bynd placed upon G’
from labor gladly done and gladly ended. Now wesubstitute for evil dreams; a world in which there i$
go in peace to freer air and gentler climate, whereo veil of sin to keep it dark and comfortless.
it is not hard to see the gifts we gave were saved ftast the gate of Heaven opens and G&bn is free
us. For Christ is clearer now; His vision moreto enter in the home that stands ready to welcome
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him, and was prepared before time was and still bindeed a place for helpers. It is like the role thg
waits for him. helps in prayerand lets fagiveness be what it is
Separation versus Union meant to beYou do not make yourself the beare]
False healing heals the body in a part, but nevef the special gift that brings the healingu but

as a whole. Its separate goals become quite clearrecognize your oneness with the one who calls for
this, for it has not removed the curse of sin that liekelp. For in this oneness is his separate sense di

on it. Therefore it still deceives. Nor is it made bypelled, and it is this that made him si¢kere is no

one who understands the other is exactly like-himpoint in giving remedy apart from where the sourc
self. For it is this that makes true healing possibleof sickness is, for never thus can it be truly heale
When false, there is some power that another has,Healers there are, for they are Sons of God wh

not equally bestowed on both as one. Here is thecognize their Source, and understand that all thei

How holy are the healed! For in their sight their brothers
share their healing and their love. Bringers of peace, the
Holy Spirit’ s voice, through whom He speaks for God,
Whose Voice He is, such are God’ s healers. They but speak
for Him and never for themselves.

separation showrAnd here the meaning of true Source creates is one with thefhis is the reme
healing has been lost, and idols have arisen ty that brings relief which cannot fail. It will
obscure the unity that is the Son of God. remain to bless for all eternitit heals no part, but
Healing-to-separate may seem to be a strangeholly and foreverNow the cause of every malady
idea.And yet it can be said of any form of healinghas been revealed exactly as iAisd in that place
that is based on inequality of any kiffthese forms is written now the holyWord of God. Sickness and
may heal the bodyand indeed are generally limit separation must be healed by love and union. Not
ed to this. Someone knows bettieas been better ing else can heal as God established heahfithout
trained, or is perhaps more talented and wisédim there is no healing, for there is no love.
Therefore, he can give healing to the one who God’s Voice alone can tell you how to heal.
stands beneath him in his patronagee healing of Listen, and you will never fail to bring His kindly
the body can be done by this because, in dreanremedy to those He sends to you, to let Him he
equality cannot be permanenthe shifts and them, and to bless all those who serve with Him i
change are what the dream is maddofe healed healings name.The bodys healing will occur
appears to be to find a wiser one who, by his artsecause its cause has goAed now without a
and learning, will succeed. cause, it cannot come again infeiient form. Nor
Someone knows better; this the magic phrase lwill death any more be feared because it has be
which the body seems to be the aim of healing asnderstoodThere is no fear in one who has bee
the world conceives of itAnd to this wiser one truly healed, for love has entered now where ido
another goes to profit by his learning and his skillused to stand, and fear has given way at last
to find in him the remedy for pain. How can thatGod.
be? True healing cannot come from inequality The Holiness of Healing
assumed and then accepted as the truth, and used tBlow holy are the healed! For in their sight thei
help restore the wounded and to calm the mind thatrothers share their healing and their love. Bringe
suffers from the agony of doubt. of peace, the Holy Spird’voice, through whom He
Is there a role for healing, then, that one can uspeaks for GodWhose Voice He is, such are
to offer help for someone else? In arrogance th&od's healersThey but speak for Him and never
answer must be “no.” But in humility there isfor themselvesThey have no gifts but those they,
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have from God.And these they
share because they know that this
what He wills.They are not special.
They are holy They have chosen
holiness, and given up all separa
dreams of special attributes throuc ¢
which they can bestow unequik
gifts on those less fortunatéheir E&S
healing has restored their wholegsF &8
ness so they can fiive, and join [
the song of prayer in which thg
healed sing of their union and the
thanks to God.

As witness to fagiveness, aid to
prayer and the déct of mercy truly
taught, healing is blessingnd the
world responds in quickened c¢hd
rus through the voice of praye
Forgiveness shines its mercifu Oil on canvas, 1892. Léon-Augustin L'hermitte, 1844-1925. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

reprieve upon each b|ade Of gra: Friend of the Humble Supper at Emmaus

. iy, Christ's summons, “Be ye holfor | am holy’ has its coollary: See each as hqly
,and f?athered wing and all the IIVfor each in Christ is a child of God. The ars€mphasis is on piety and humility
ing things upon the earth. Fear has

no haven here, for love has come in all its holy-onéhave never leftThis level cannot be attained until
ness.Time remains only to let the last embrace ofhere is no hatred in your heart, and no desire o
prayer rest on the earth an instant, as the world @&tack the Son of God.
shined awayThis instant is the goal of all true Never foget this; it is you who are Gad'Son,
healers, whom the Christ has taught to see His lik@nd as you choose to be to Him so are you to-yoy
ness and to teach like Him. self, and God to you. Nor will your judgment fail to
Think what it means to help the Christ to healreach to God, for you will give the role to Him you
Can anything be holier than this? God thanks Hisee in His creation. Do not choose amiss, or yqu
healers, for He knows the Cause of healing iwill think that it is you who are creator in His place
Himself, His Love, His Son, restored as His eomand He is then no longer Cause but only decef
pletion and returned to share with Him creaton’ Now healing is impossible, for He is blamed foi
holy joy. Do not ask partial healing, nor accept aryour deception and your guilt. H&ho is Love
idol for remembrance of Hinwhose Love has becomes the source of feéor only fear can now
never changed and never wiou are as dear to be justified.Vengeance is His. His gre@dgstroyer
Him as is the whole of His creation, for it lies indeath.And sickness, stdring and grievoudoss
you as His eternal gif\twhat need have you for become the lot of everyone on earth, which H
shifting dreams within a sorry world? Do notdet abandoned to the dewl'care, swearing He will
the gratitude of God. Do not fpet the holy grace deliver it no more.
of prayer Do not foget fogiveness of Gog’ Son. Come unto Me, My children, once again, withou
You first foigive, then prayand you are healed. such twisted thoughts upon your heaksu still
Your prayer has risen up and called to Gatho are holy with the Holinesgvhich fathered you in
hears and answer¥ou have understood that you perfect sinlessness, and still surrounds you with the
forgive and pray but for yourselAnd in this arms of peace. Dream now of healiffthen arise
understanding you are healed. In prayer you hawnd lay all dreaming down foreveYou are he
united with your Source, and understood that yoyour Father loves, who never left his home, ng
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wandered in a savage world with feet th
bleed, and with a heavy heart made ha
against the Love that is the truth in you. Gi
all your dreams to Christ and let Him be yo
Guide to healing, leading you in praye
beyond the sorry reaches of the world.

He comes for Me and speaks Myord to
you. | would recall My weary Son to Me fro
dreams of malice to the sweet embrace
everlasting Love and perfect peace. My ar
are open to the Son | love, who does
understand that he is healed, and that
prayers have never ceased to sing his jo
thanks in unison with all creation, in the kol
ness of Love. Be still an instant. Undernes
the sounds of harsh and bitter striving a
defeat there is ®oice That speaks to you o
Me. Hear this an instant and you will b
healed. Hear this an instant and you ha
been saved.

Help Me to wake My children from the
dream of retribution and a little life beset wit
fear, that ends so soon it might as well ha
never been. Let Me instead remind you of-et
nity, in which your joy grows greater as yo
love extends along witMine beyond infinity
where time and distance hav® meaning.
While you wait in sorrow Heavesmelody is
incomplete, because your song is part of
eternal harmony of lovadithout you is cre
ation unfulfilled. Return to M&Vho never left
My Son. Listen, My Child, your Father calls t
you. Do not refuse to hear the call of Love. [ T el it
not deny to Christ what is His Own. Heaven = A\
here and Heaven is your home. - Oil on canvas, Rabert O.Skemp

. . The Divine Mercy

Creation leans across the bars of time to «the ynjverse is waiting youretease because it is its own.”
the heavy burden from the world. Lift up yous
hearts to greet its advent. See the shadows fadeSo now return your holy voice to M&he song
away in gentleness; the thorns fall softly from theof prayer is silent without youThe universe is
bleeding brow of him who is the holy Son of God.waiting your release because it is its own. Be kin
How lovely are you, Child of Holiness! How like to it and to yourself, and then be kind to Me. | as
to Me! How lovingly | hold you in My heart and in but this: that you be comforted and live no more i
My arms. How dear is every gift to Me that youterror and in pain. Do not abandon Love. Rememb
have made, who healed My Son and took him frorthis: whatever you may think about yourself, what
the crossArise and let My thanks be given you. ever you may think about the world, your Fathe
And with My gratitude will come the gift first of needs you and will call to you until you come tg
forgiveness, then eternal peace. Him in peace at last. O
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MYSTIC LIGHT

By What Authority?

HE EVOLUTION of humanity in
the Fifth Post-Atlantean Epoch o
the Earth Period can be characte
ized by the gradual transference 5
ruling power from the religiousgihs,
to the secular sphere, followed by the ,\\é
tization or individualization of this authorijty ﬁ
so that, poised on the cusp of the third Christi® "-‘-.-'i?\ )
millennium,Western peoples are endowed wilg )
an unprecedented quota of personal rights :
responsibilities for the conduct of their lives.
While many pioneering egos are eage
developing their divine potential by taking fu
responsibility for their lives, many more arg&
clamoring for the trappings of personal liber
while still dutifully and even unconsciousl
consigning their minds and deeds to the-s
sion of the reigning authoritative voices issuirgs
from the medical, scientific, academic, religiou

and political establishments. In response to thgh;issttoir:\i;ﬂ:(fy;\fgggggm of his listeners, who
All authority is contingent; that is, it der've:resented the wisdom and “mighty works” of this carpe'ateon:

from and exists by virtue of the unqualifie Christ Jesus points to the seerof His wisdom and authority
Authority that is God. So-called “primitive”
humanity laved in direct consciousness of divinitytherefore | am”) and with that identity to re-ente
but they lackedelfconsciousness and were therethe supersensible world$Vhile Western egos
fore unfree, because the impulse for their actionsontinue to invoke, rely on, and be confused b
did not arise from their souls in full waking con spiritual and temporal authorities for the orderin
sciousnessTo achieve this goal, contact with theof their time, resources, and very soul, the mov
worlds of spirit was gradually dimmed and all butment towards increasing individualism necessitates
lost as human consciousness awoke to the world tifat man become entirely free from dogma an
the physical senses, where the soehegies are evolve his own religious life of thoughthis is a
directed to gain knowledge and selfhood. fundamental condition for the development of thg
Having received the instrument of mind in theconsciousness soul. Religious life must beconle
Atlantean Epoch, the human soul is called to use thtgore and more permeated by individual unde
cognitive faculty to establish its individual identity standing, which also requires increased opennegss
(rightly construing the Cartesian motto, “I think,to other individuals’'modes of beliefWhile the

Gustave Doré (1833-1883)
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intellectual soul was paramount during the Fourtland plucked ripe corn from the fields, and ate at
PostAtlantean Epoch, during which fixed belief the tables of publicans, and associated with sif
systemsvere appropriate, in this era those systemsers.Worse, He was a blasphem@ar He said “I
are antithetical to the needs of the consciousness sauhd the Father are One.” Understandably was
Today theocratic regimes (Islamic countries ofisked what gave Him the right to act and speak ps
the Middle East and Nort#frica, for instance) are he did, by what, or by whose, authority (Matt
atavisms, echoes of an era when priests, as chd1:23-27). If it was not through the recognizec
nels of divine will, exercised autocratic controlchannel of Mosaic and Levitical lawhen it was
over all aspects of earthly life. Caesarism fusednauthorized, illegitimateThat He spoke as one
religious and secular authority in one leadbe having authoritynot as the doctors of law (scribes)
god-man, with primary emphasis on worldly mat was alarmingly clear to those whose influential
ters.Totalitarian regimes are purely secuthiat is, positions He seemed to challenge. It was troubling
atheistic, because the toleration of religious activienough that He moved men with words of pqwef
ties erodes the stasetlaim to absolute power but “with authority commanded he even unclean
The revolutionary movement initiated by Christspirits, and they obeyed him” (Mark 1:27).
Jesus entails a radical transfer of authority from Curiously Christ Jesus did not exploit the powe
both priestcraft (Pharisees and Levites) and seculke clearly possessed, which was a cause for concgrn,
rulers (Caesar) to the God in the individual soul, asven amongst his closest disciples, who wanted the
mediated by Christ Himself. Messiah tactlike the anointed of God, not just to
In common usage, the termathority designates proclaim it. But Christ Jesus had no problem givin
a precept, poweor ofice, having its origin and duly Caesar what belonged to Caesar the Kingdom
constituted from either below (as in democraciesyf Christ the King was (is) not of Cae'saworld,
which elect their leaders and through thestab  nor does it compel obedience or restrict persongl
lish laws), or from above (as in thien Command- freedom. Caes& too was Chris$’ physical body
ments and Newlestament Gospels, or powersfor that also was of the earthherefore,through
delegated by superior to subordinate ranks in civiCaesals representative, Pilate, Christ Jedigknot
and ecclesiastical hierarchies, as in thetww@mn contest his exterior person bufeyed it up, because
“set under authoritywho had soldiers undéim).  “my kingdom is not of this world” (John 19:36).
The termauthoritarianismsignifies an abuse or  Here is a wonder indeed, a complete inversion ¢f
unauthorized exercise of power which compelshe authority concept. Fanisking washes feeThe
others to submit to rules and requirements againsgtrone of this king is found in the hearts of those whp
their will. The cosmic IAM that spoke to Moses truly hear himThe power of this king is in disavew
and lived in the earthly vehicles of the man Jesusg His powergiving all to the glory of the Father
for three years is not onlgs Logos, author of our Not | but “the Father within me, He doeth the works
being (John 1), He is also “author of our salvationJohn 14:10)The power of this king is not used to
(Heb. 2:10), as beings gone asti&éere else does do diabolical deeds with impunjtput to punish
authority rest, if not with our Maker and our Sayior devils by His holy presence and cast them out with
“the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2).His imperative wordThis king came “not to be
He is also the source of the individual authorityministered unto but to minister” (Mark 10:45).
that speaks in our souls as intuition issuing from He Who spoke as one having authority is the
theWorld of Life Spirit, and as the Holy Spirit that Shepherd of our sould3Vhose voice the heart
teaches us all things and brings all things, all pagnows, as a child instantly recognizes the voice ¢f
evolution, to our remembrance (John 14:26). its mother If we, like sheep, have gone astrax
As far as the Pharisees were concerned, scriptuneed but attune our inner ears to hear the voice |of
was sacrosanct and literal, the authority of its lawruth that will lead us into the heavenly fold of
was incontestablelhat made Christ Jesus a lawspiritual understanding and perfect peace.
breaker: He did not rest on Sundays, He healed,Possessing no less than cosmic powers, but
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refusing to employ them, Chrism
Jesus frustrated the expectatior .
of His friends and confoundecd \
his enemies. Upon identifyings
himself in Gethsemane as t
one they were seeking with thi/es
words, “I am he” (John 18:6)
they fell backwards as if strucls
by lightning—scarcely surprs j
ing when we realize that thg
incarnate Solar Logos is identigs
fying Himself. Earliey before his &
outraged listeners, Christ pro
claimed that “BeforeAbraham
was, | am” (John 8:58). In thig
imperial declaration we discove
the source of the authenti
authority that Christ bestows : ; _
Upon humanity as |tS al’ChetypE" WatercorJ. James Tissot (1836-902), Brooklyn Museu
Ego.The ego is the focus of th¢One of the fewetored times in which He identifies himself with powerrated
human spirits consciousness only in J’c))hrﬁ Gospevl‘,deE_ristJesus asfks thehband dispa’gcr:ledeetiﬂlim, “Whomh
The Christing of the ego has itsesk 7 They ansseki, Jesus of Nasmn. Josus it nte the | am he..
pale reflection in the coronatiortizes the explosive effect on His tezaras spiritual shock waves issuenfrHis Viérd.

of a king. But with this dference:

Whereas a rightfully acceding king is authorized ta@losest to the throne of their Mastiéie Footwasher
rule others, the Christed ego is ruler of thahe Crucified. Chris§ answer was that “whosoever
kingdom of his human nature, the populace oWill be great among you shall be your servant

capricious desires and passions that batten ¢Mark 10:44). Some of the apostles didiget it.”

egoistic behavior So crowned, albeit with thorns, Are you able to drink the cup that | drink? asks

Christ Jesugould say “be of good cheer; | have their masterThe Sons off hunder think they are.
[the | AM has] overcome the world” (John 16:33) They do drink from the cup of tribulation, and the
—the world and all the Luciferidhrimanic, and draught was bitter indeetihey realize that the desire
Asuric spirits that contend therein for control offor heavenly preferment is not compatible with
the human soullemporal rulers may have author spiritual advancement, whose bedrock is humility
ity over ones outward life, but, unlike Christ and We see the complete turnaround of the tempor,
his spiritual antagonists, they have no power tonderstanding of authority as the power to overtl
affect the soul. affect the lives of other3’he One most capable of
The Christed Self is distinguished not by itsso doing ever had to resist the impulsegswg

power to control the lives of others, but by its abil from His prodigious love to use his magnified
ity to awaken others to their unclaimed spirituapowers, his legitimate authority as the Son of Go¢
patrimony It is your Fathés good pleasure to give to aid His younger brothersio have done so
you the kingdom.This promise apparently doeswould have kept them subject to their errors an
not sufice the ambitions of those who confusedependencies, still looking for miracles and mag
earthly with heavenly things. James and Johnians, rather than calling forth the Healer and Hig
wanted to know (before the trial of the Passion ha@®ne in their own souls.

transpired!) who among all the disciples was to be The student diVesternVisdomTeachings should
the greatest in the Kingdom of God, who would siexpect to encounter ridicule and even hostility
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from those skeptics who question and fear theensible faculties slumbering in every human so(
individualizing of authority in the “inner tribunal,” Max Heindel clears the air of any authoritative
as described by Max Heindel. For the more tradipretense on his part: 04 will never find truth by
tionally minded, this orientation will result in studying my own or any other bookd’efters to
radical subjectivity raw egoism, and anarchy Studentsp. 98).We may assimilate ideas from
Their fear arises from a refusal to truly believe invarious sources, but they are worthless to us unti
the words and deeds of Christ Jesus and refleotge take them into our inner being and “work them
the need to stay tied to outer authorities. Such-skepver carefully and prayerfully”, so that they comg
tics, champions of orthodoxsequire the additional alive as “nearer the truth than anything we can gget
disillusionment that must come from placing theirffrom anyone else or in any other way'y p. 204-
hopes and lives in the hands of those who kno®05). Only insofar as ideas and precepts, wherever
better—at least that is their claim. So shall misplaceencountered, are made part of en@iner self
trust make gospel of conventional medical judgmenthrough the unrelenting practice of heart-based
and engage life with pharmacological strategiemeditation and strong-willed concentration, will
that promise, if not a&hemical heaven, at leastwe gain the certitude of living truth.

anodynes for enduring hell on earth. If the “inner tribunal” of each individual is the

All pronouncements and actions based on pureliprum where truth is adjudicated and confirmed,
human knowledge are predictably fallible, while athen it becomes clear that no attempt at persuasipn
the same time modern media serve to magnifwill be made by the author of thRosicrucian
their authoritative impact. Here is a potent combiCosmo-Conceptionwho writes in its preface,
nation: The pride of ignorant certainty and the“What is said in this work is to be accepted of
oracular voice of the print and electronic mediarejected by the reader according to his discretion”
which are ever citing the “proper authorities”: the(p. 9). It “is not dogmatic, neither does it appeal tp
scientific experts, one close to the president, aany other authority than the reason of the student
insider top brass in the Pentagon, a senior fellowp.7). Thus the “emphatic insistence [by its
in an elite think tank, a Nobel prize winnétow founder] on absolute personal freedom in the
can we not believe these authorities? Ea&ilyen  Rosicrucian Fellowship™l(S, p.51).The honoring
simple weather predictions are as oftef thie  of individual freedom conditions the thoughts andl
mark as onWhy? Weather is a function of the deeds of the Elder Brothers of the Rosicruciah
invisible ethericworld, while only quantification Order and has been characterized by anothier
of visible elements is available to the forecgsteeminent occultist in these words: “The less belig
elements whose behavior is th#ectof unseen, there is in any personal authoritize greater is the
because nonmaterial, causes. understanding of Christian Rosenkreutz.”

And so it is with all phenomena, whose form and The essence of the matter is that truth is its own
function are consequence®f immaterial, and authority It will commend itself to the truth seeker
therefore unacknowledged, causes. Lackingy virtue of what it isTo influence another in any
knowledge of the causative worlds of spirit, truthway other than by gentle suggestion and geneial
regarding physical phenomenaan, at best, be support is to intrude on the sanctity of their fre¢
partial; at worst, dangerously wrong. will. In applying this principle in the &irs of The

In time, each shall prove first hand that noRosicrucian Fellowship, Max Heindel enunciates
authoritative text, including the Bible, and nothe following guidelines: (1)The Fellowship
authoritative voice, be it the Popeis as unerring should work “for a common purpose, without lead
as the direct recourse to the memory of nature iarship” LS, p. 53). (2)The Fellowship would bet
the worlds of concrete thought and life spirit to obtairter be described as associationrather than an
knowledge on any mattem these metaphysical organization “for there is a vast diérence
realmslies all the wisdom of the world, accessbetween an association, that is entirely voluntary
to which is gained by the development of superand an aganization, which binds its members by
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opposed to the way of the world, that tends towaird
a proliferation of laws and restrictions that have a
chilling effect on the free-flowing, grace-giving
action of the Holy Spirit. How was it that Paul, in
his own defense before Festus, almost convertgd
the governor by his impassioned sanityfe Holy
Spirit was invested in him, bringing to life the truth
of Christ.True authorityalways imaging its source,
is trinitarian: The Father manifests in the dignity
and regality of human physical bearing, in the
upright spine of incarnate will, in the noble reserv
that bespeaks holy purpose; the Son manifests
the love that bears all, gives all, gores all, and
maintains equipoise amidst the most trying
circumstances; the Holy Spirit shines through
purified desire nature and discloses the concepts
that ring with truth and certitude.

It is a primary aim of the science of spirit to pro
mote individual freedom by developing in humans
a real connection with the spiritual worlds and by
Qil on canvas (1605-6),ttributed to Caravaggio.(157l-1610), Palazzo Rosso, Genoa, Italy Strengthenlng In them a |IVIng relatlonShlp Wlth thE

Ecce Homo central reality of Earth evolution—the Christ Impulse
Little did Pilate ealize the azhetypal weight of his was in  for this Impulse is the source of the stibice, the
presenting Christ Jesus to the angrnpwd (“Behold, the loving Presence, and the holy Ideal which is th
man!”), for if Christ (IAM) is the waythe noncombative accep authority for all our thoughts, words, and deeds.

tanceof maximum world insult is part of that wa3ut only
because the Christed EgoKingdom is not of this world. The One most able to overcome and overwheln

Moreover no worldly authority has “power at all against me NiS adversaries chose rather tofeyfforbear and
except it we given thee ém above.” —John 18:36, 1a1  forgive them, giving them unto the end the free
dom to amend their behaviddow petty and self-
oaths, pledges, etc.” (3) “[lJn the measure that theerving are many of our actions in light of this
free will of members is interfered with, the objectradiant sacrifice, this heroic generosttyis refusal
of the Rosicrucian Ordeto foster individuality to respond in kind. Christlike authority is a
and self-reliance, is defeated. Laws and by-lawsoncomitant of soul growth. It is the ultimate fruit
are limitations, and for that reason there should bef self-abnegation and humilityOne who has
as few as possibl@he Teacher even thought that attainedto great spiritual heights remarks, “The
it would be possible to get along without any atheights of the spirit can only be climbed by pasg
all” (Teachings of an Initiategp. 150). ing through the portal of humility
A most sobering and cautionary statement was The test and rule of real Christian authority i$
made by Max Heindel in connection with violationsthat the more completely one is in possession of the
of the principles of human freedom and autonomyChrist power the more perfectly will one utterly
that “the day must come when the Rosicrucian Fellowiorego using it to satisfyany personal need or
ship will go the way of all other movements; it will desire, be it to quench osehirst or to save ore’
bind itself by laws, and usurpation of power willlife. The Author of our being has written in His
cause it to crystallize and disintegrat€l.( p. 152). blood the will and testament for our redemption|
The knowledge of what constitutes the propeHe alone is the authority for what we can do and
use of authorityas exemplified by Christ Jesus,the power by which we will do it. 0
the author and finisher of our faith, is diametiical —C.W.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Power of the
Word

MIL LUDWIG says of
Napoleon: “Half of what he
accomplished was achieve
by the power of words.”
apoleon knew the simpl
art of saying the right thing, of using th
power of the word.
Words and magic were once more
less identical, and even today wor
retain much of their magical powe
Words can cure, as in psychoanaly®
treatments where nothing happens
an exchange of words between pati
and physician. “He sent forth his wor
and healed them.”
Each race and nation receives i
immediate divine guidance from a
archangelic Race Spirithis is still the God the Holy Spirit as Paraclete
chief source of inner guidance in the lifShown as the Dove, whoogeedeth im the Father and the Son, the Holy

of nearly all the races and nations of t|Spirit both inspied the Scriptwes and inspis their interpetation.
th. th | ion bei he i Multiple concentric Glories & surounded by the iconic glyphs of the four

ear o e only exception emg t e'p"GospeIs and holy elders and disciplesnirboth Old and Newestaments

neering people of the United States.

This Race Spirit broods over its people like a-psylight shall shine upon thy ways.” (Job 22:28)

chic cloud, impregnating them with the conscious We are continually speaking words, but no

ness of the goals they argended to collectively always aloud, for there are silent or mental words

serve, and controlling thebhy means of the breath as well as audibleThese words are forming and

and the power of the spokevord. Language and reforming and deforming all the conditions ang
music are the media by whiete come into touch circumstances in and around us. If our silent @
with the Race Spirit of a people. audible words dwell upon evil, then evil conditions

TheWord is the divine means by which God-cre show forth; if upon good, then, good manifestq.
ates, and wise men, following in the footsteps ofBut | say unto you, that every idle word that mer

God, use the same means, words, to bring intghall speak, they shall give an account thereof...f
manifestation what God has already createdy thy words thou shalt be justified [established i

Spiritual magicians can decree a thing and it wilgood], and by thy words thou shalt be condemned”

manifest unto them. “Thou shalt also decree fontinue in ignorance and misery].
thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and thelf you say “I will fear no evil, for thou art with
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me,” when faced by danger; or “I love you,” before
the hater and persecutor; or “The child of Gogs
knows no failure or discouragement,” you will be
established in fearlessness, in omnipotent love,
success, in the measure that you realize the truth
the words you utter a
The coming age will witness a remarkable
development in the powers of the speech centgq
The centers located in the head, the heart, and t
throat constitute the highest trinity of spiritual
powers in manWhen they become harmoniously
active, they are a protection against the destructiq
wrought by those unaware of the tremendo
power of the psychic forces in-forming murderous
thoughts and malicious words.
Nothing comes forth without th&/ord. “All
things were made by him [thWord]; and without
him was not anything made that was made.” (Jo
1:3).Words are the expression of miilords are
thoughts made visible, and thought has creatiy.}
power In the coming better age all men shall wor
after the manner of Christ, who did all things b
theWord—healing the sick, raising the dead, still
ing the storm, feeding the multitudes.
Some animals, as the starling, raven, parrot, a
able, because of the possession of a vertical laryri

to utter words, but they cannot use them unde
y . Trinitarian God, though the nine celestial hieretries, ep-

standingly The use of words to express thought i;esented as choiring angels,eates the zodiac-encled
the highest human privilege, and can be exercis¢earth, odered by Musica, who holdapollos lyre, thus
only by a reasoning, thinking entity like man. imaging the formativeeality of “the music of the sphes,”
Man can change his conitions by changing hiRose Tetiematca ubvatons, descrbed B Pyiagor
words, which means changing his understandiny
and his thought&Any man who does not know the words used in its histories and stories, and he does
power of the word knows neither Scripture nor hisiot hesitate to say that often these are literally npt
own divine potential. “Death and life are in thetrue, but only symbolical. He says that so long ds
power of the tongue.” (Proverbs 18:21 know men are ignorant, the body of the Scriptures is
now that words and thought carry a tremendousnough for them: it conveys teaching, it gives instrug
vibratory force, ever molding manbody and des tion, and they do not see the self-contradictions
tiny. Owing to the vibratory power of words, what involved in the literal statements and therefore aie
ever we voice we begin to attract. People whe comot disturbed by themAs the mind grows, as the
tinually speak of disease often attract it. If you wouldntellect develops, these contradictions strike thie
win the other person to your way of thinking,attention and bewilder the student; then he is
rememberclothe your appeal in invisible language.stirred to seek a deeper meaning, and he beging to
Origen, a most wise man and versed in occufind the soul of the Scripture3he soul is the
lore, teaches that the Scriptures are threefold, coreward of the intelligent seekeand he escapes
sisting of bodysoul and spirit. He declares that thefrom the bonds of the letter that killefihe spirit
body of the Scriptures is made up of the outeof the Scriptures may only be seen by the spiritu

. gt . T e
A. Kircher, from Musurgia universalis, Rome, 1650, Universitatshibliothek Heidelberg
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ally enlightened man; only those in whom thewords, or thoughtsTherefore our thoughts must
Spirit is unfolded can understand the spirituabe watched continuouslipo not criticize in secret,
meaning. and cease from mentally finding fault with anoth
The power center in the throat controls most oér. Put away all sarcasm from your speech. Never
the vibratory engjies of the human ganism. Itis complain. Do not prophesy evil; the Greeks callefl
the open door between the formless and the formekat blasphemy or “speaking injuty anotherand
world of vibration brought into being by sound.they avoided a grumbler or one who foretold-mis
Every word that goes forth receives its specifidortune because they believed he brought them bad
character from the SpiritVhen Jesus said, “The luck.
words that | have spoken unto you are spirit, and Very intellectual people frequently fail to con
are life,” He meant that through the spoken wordhect with the substance, life and love centers in the
He conveyed an inner spiritual quickening powebody, and their words, although brilliant, lack what
that would enter the mind of the recipient andve term soul.The thought creations of this type
awaken it to lifeWhen the voice has united with rarely live long. But where the thought form ang
the life of the soul, it takes on a sweetness angbul are evenly balanced, the projected idga
depth that one feels and remembers. endures indefinitely
We know that every word that man utters makes We should hardly expect to converse with @
an imprint upon the ethers, and that when there fsend on the understanding that he was to do gll
consciousness of Gad’life in the mind of the the listening and we all the talking. If that is true of
speakerall his words become living entities andany ordinary friend, it is supremely true of God. If
are perpetuated. If you and | develop enough spiwe are to meet daily with Him and grow to know
itual power we can open the Book of Life withinHim better we must not only speak, we must lis
the Cosmic Mind and read from its pages. Learn tten. For surely God’ plans for us are far more
depend upon your own power of knowifiguth  important than our plans for Him. Listening is al
and interpreting life. “Stand upright on thy feet.”least half of prayerand the harder half, for it
He who turns to the secret place in his own natur@emands time and practice and patience. It do
for all knowledge will walk with God and not be not look for sudden, vivid calls that we can literal
lame or halt in his mental progress. ly hear It means to shut out all noise and distrag
One of the forms of “speaking thé&brd” is tion, to relax and be still in the presence of God, to
prayer Prayer is a most important means of maklet His nearness fill our minds and color ou
ing connection with universal Spirk.law of com  thoughts. In the quiet of these moments God can
munion is fulfilled by right prayeras exact as the help us to see things as He sees thBmly, He
one governing the transmission of electric force, awill then share with us His calmness and peac
the centralizing of engy through any mechanical and if we will let Him have His way with us, He
device. In order that prayer may be realized it mustan slowly make His will our will; and that, dear
be backed by belief, as Christ said: “What thingé$riends, is the final aim of all true prayer
soever ye desire, when ye prdyelieve that ye  Prayer utilizing the power of th&Vord, puts us
receive them, and ye shall have them.” (Marknto the proper orbit of our lives and steadies us i
11:24) our movement through that orbit. In prayer we ar,
The easiest way to bring the body under subjedealing with a law and force of the spiritual realm
tion to Spirit is to put a guard upon the lips, that n&ightly conceived and used, prayer gives us the
word be other than positive, peaceful, harmlesslong sight” on life and a good sense of values. It
and puged in loving thought. “I will take heed to becomes not the means by which we harness Gpd
my ways, that | sin not with my tongue: | will keepto the temporary cause, but ourselves to the eternpal
my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is beforeplan. “More things are wrought by prayer than thig
me” (Psalm 39:1). world dreams of.” O
Our spoken words are the result of our silent —Wesley D. Jamieson
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FROM MAX HEINDEL’'S WRITINGS

Success
VS.
Generosity

T IS A MATTER of 9 :
actual fact, “The earth isSRENE
the Lords, and the full |

think we “own” a ship,
but in one minute a tidal wave®"
can swallow it, return it togsse
God’s storehouse, and leave
destitute. We may dig a hole

in the ground and extract golw

or Other mlnera|S Under th( Opaque watercolor over graphlteon gray wove paper. J. James Tlsso 1836-1902. Brooklyn Museum
The Widow’s Mite

de_:lu3|on that we “own” a The poor widow who cast two mites into tleatiury gavenore than the rich, for they gave
mine; but suddenly salamanof their abundance, “but shef her want did cast in all that she had, even all her liVing.

ders light the hidden fires, an
explosion takes place, and our wealth has- vanvealth is not their ultimate aim, but only a mean
ished. God has taken His own. to an endThis imagined object is always altruistic
We may melt the iron ore in the mountains, makin a certain measure because it makes them fgel
ing pillars and girders for a towering structure; wegood and righteous. It is pleasant for a boy to dream
may mix cement for its walls, and place our namesf wealth wherewith to bring comfort to his ageq
over its portals to signify our proud ownership; buparents; it flatters his vanity to think of himself as
an earthquake can undo in minutes the work dheir benefactgrand he enjoys in anticipation their
months, and when it does, the twisted pillars arexpressions of praise and gratitude. He may-wit
taken to the scrap heap to disintegrate, for God hasaw his present support and justify his neglect gn
taken His own. the plea that he wants to be unhampered while
As a matter of fact, we do not and cannot owrimaking his pile.”Then he will make up for it.
any material thing. “The earth is the Ladand But he that is not faithful or helpful when he ha
the fullness thereof Whatever we appropriate and little does not become generous when he has amasged
accumulate is at the best a loan. God is not alwaysuch, any more than the leopard changes its spats;
consulted regarding His willingness to lend eithertherefore, at the door of death, if not before, God
and the debt may be called in at any moment. demands all that such a one borrowed, and intergst
Thus the man whose only aim is accumulation i$0 in sorrow and stgring when the pictures in
a fool. Many whose whole heart and soul are sgturgatory make him feel his hardness of heart.
upon the acquisition of wealth realize this subcon- It is literally true that “he that gives to the poor
sciously and they therefore try to further deceivelends to the Lord, “that he lays up “treasure if
themselves with the idea that the possession btfaven,” for in the post-mortem existence the
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benevolence which prompted his kind acts and tt

gratitude of thosewho were helped by him react The Infinite always is silent;

upon him and give him added soul power It is only the finite speaks.

It is bad business to be stindput indiscriminate Our words are the idle wave-caps
genepsity brings success leand hegafter. On the deep that never breaks.

Nor should we defer the cultivation of this virtue
until we have acquired an abundance. Christ-euls We may question with wand of science,
gized “ the widow” because her gift, though small Explain, decide, and discuss;

probably involved a great sacrifice and denial o~ But only in meditation

some necessityherefore it was truly greater than The Mystery speaks to us.

the gifts of those who lived in fiience, and did —John Boyle O'Reilly
not feel poorer in the world’'goods by reason of

their ofering.

We have no quarre| with the man who wants téhe bone comes out in the ﬂeSh,” and it is jUSt ds

acquire wealth that he may help more, but we reiimportant to cultivate the virtue of generosity a$

erate that while wealth opens up an avenue @hy othereven from the selfish point of views

expression of charactet will not change a mas’ Ella WheelerWilcox says:

nature.The man who is stingy when poor actually

becomes more grasping when wealthy; the man Gold rusts and shrivels in the hand that keeps it

who is generous while in poor circumstances It grows in one that opens wide anddr

becomes more munificent when fortune favors. ~ Give of thy gold though small thy portion be,
In every instance it is true that “what is bred in Who sows his harvest is the one weaps it [

THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of esternWisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. It is their latest communicati

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour ses.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds. Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddtf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and the Evolution of ;
the Solar System and Earth in particular

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man andl Pl Use Order E
Initiation, EsotericTraining and a Safe Method @fcquiring ease Use Urder Form
Firsthand Knowledge. on page 64

NEW HARDCOVER EDITION: 717 pages, including a 100-p&dehabetical Index and a 60-pagepical index
PAPER EDITION: 610 pages with 60-pagepical Index. Published bihe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Mystery Schools,
Clairaudience, Angels,
The Lost Word

THE SEVEN MYSTERY SCHOOLS

S,@l0Q woliH

UESTION: MAX HEINDEL says

that the Mystery Schools are split up

nto seven rays and that each ego mus

seek the path of Initiation through the

ray to which it belongsiVhere are the

seven schools, corresponding to the se
enrays, located and how is oteeknow to which ray
he belongs? For instance, hswone to know that the
Rosicrucian Fellowship is the ray that one should see

Answer: There are seven Mystery Schools teach
ing the nine Lesser Mysteries and five Myster
Schools teaching the four GreateMysteriesThese
Mystery Schools are on the ethepi@ne and not on The Road to Jerusalem
the physical. One is not eligible to enter them until hi 5 |yrinous angel fortifies the hearts of Crusaders.
has progressed in his development to the point where
he can consciously leave his physical body in hignswer: No; none of them have such bird wings a$
finer vehiclesThen he is able to attend the sessionthey are shown to have in pictures, but there afe
of the school with which he isfidfated, held in its some classes of Beings in the SpWforld which
etheric templeThere are, in the world, howeyeer  have wing-like appendageBhese, howeveare not
tain exoteric oganizations dfliated with the for the purpose of flying or moving through space
Mystery Schools.The Rosicrucian Fellowship is but are currents of outwelling force that may be
such an aganization, and it is fifiated with the hurledin one direction or anotheis we use our arms
Rosicrucian Order on the invisible planes. Each-indiand limbs.Thus anArchangel who is impelling the
vidual has three rays or hadimity with three rays: armies of two nations to battle may send out a cuf
First, the horoscopical rayndicated by his ruling rent of spiritual force in one direction, numbing the
planet in the horoscope of birth. Second, his individsoldiers of one army with feaand may send aneth
ual ray which is revealed to him at the time of takinger force to imbue the opposing, army with adde
up discipleship work in the Rosicrucian Ordmird, ~ courage, thus influencing the battle in a manner littl
his Father Stawhich is not revealed to him until his dreamed of by the contestants.
last Initiation into the Mysteries.
ANGEL WINGS CLAIRAUDIENCE

QuUESTION: HaveAngels wings as shown in pictures? ~ Question: Will you please explain the “voices”
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that come from the Great Silence? ty and marking their stage in evolution.

Answer: In general, hearing voices that are not of There are, in the first place, thewoluntary clair-
physical origin is an indication of some degree ofoyants, who have at times the power to perceive
clairaudience, that is, the ability to receive vibrationghings and events in the invisible worlM/hen the
from the desire world or the world dliought, or power is on, they see whatever comes before thei
from entities on those planes. Clairaudienoay be vision regardless of whether they like it or not, and
either positive or negative, that is, it may comehey are unable to shutfahesesights and scenes.
through the pineal gland and the pituitary hoaly The next higher class is thwluntary clairvoyant,
which case it is subject to the will of the person irwho is able to see whenevee wishes, anything he
question, or it may come through the solar plexudesires, and he also has the power to shuthef
and involuntary nervous system, in which case it isiew at any moment he chooses and return to his ng
not subject to his contrdlhe majority of people who mal physical consciousness. Next above him in the
hear voices at present belong in the second class, aswhle of attainment stands theitiate, who has
communications which they receive in this way ardearned by an act of will to leave his physical bod)
of a negative, mediumistic charactetediumship in and to enter as a free Spirit into the invisible world,
all forms is dangerous to the welfare and progress dthere he functions as normally as he does in thjs
the ego; therefore a person who hears voices shoulelalm of natureHe sees and hears everything h¢
endeavor to keep himself in a very positive mentalishes to, but moréhan that, he has been initiated
condition at all times so that the mediumistic phaseto the mysteries of the invisible world. He not only
will not be developed and so that, if possible, posisees and hears Ihea knowswhat things are and what

r
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tive clairaudience may be established. they mean.
The voluntary clairvoyant, who is able simply to
THE Lost WORD see and hears very much subject to illusion regard-

Question: In occult literature we find mention of ing the things that come before his vision. Elemer
theTemple at Lhassdjbet. Of what Brotherhoodr tals, which have the power to clothe themselves in
Order is thisTemple, and is it true, as reported, thathe mobile desire stijftake a particular delight in
it is guarded? deceiving and even frightening clairvoyants of bot

Answer: According to all reports, and so far as thethe voluntary and involuntary clasghey mayensoul
writer himself knows from contact with the membershemselves in the shell of departed friends of thege
of that community in the invisible world, the spiritu people and are responsible for a great deal of non
al attainment of some of the brothers comprising thisense and misinformation given out at spiritualisti¢
Order is of a very high grad€&hey are doing a noble meetings. For these entities to deceive the initiate |is
work with their people in the East, but like any otheimpossible, because he has been taught in the mys
institution in the physical world which is perceivedtery schools concerning such matters. Higher still i
by the senses and open to visitors, however great thee scale of spiritual attainment stands Huept,
restrictions, it is not a mystery schodhe mystery who not only is able to see and to kndwt also has
schools are all etheric and are only visited by initiatea power over the things in the invisible world. He is
who have learned to leave their physical bodiea graduate of the mystery school and has learned|to
behind With respect to the part of the question whichuse the Creativid/ord, the word of powerhich was
asks, “ Is it true that there the L&%ord is known lost by humanity in its descent into matt€éhere
and carefully guarded,” we may say that in all probmay be one or more of the&depts at th&emple of
ability it is. However it is also known and carefully Lhassa inTibet as well as in other places in the
guarded in many other places in the world outside theorld. If so, these people naturally have the word qf
mystery schools, and to make this matter thoroughlgower and they carefully guard it, for it is a danger
clear it is necessary that we should undetand ous secret, a two-edged sword, which would certaif
what constitutes the didrent grades of spiritual gift ly be suicidal in the hands of one not evolved to th
and power possessed by various classes of humapoint where he is spiritually fitted to have it. [
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Miscellaneous
Interpretations

THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS

HE INABILITY TO BELIEVE in [

the fogiveness of sins has causec*S§ss

many to believe exclusively in the Ezis

Law of Cause and Ect, as taught in

eastern countries under the name ¢

Karma. There are also many who think that

because eastern religions teach that law and

Law of Rebirth more clearly than the western-re|i S
gion, Christianitythese eastern religions are bette___

and more scientific than the western religion

which teaches, as popularly interpreted, that thz

Christ died for our sins and that, in consequenc== , :

belief in Him will bring us fogiveness. S

As a matter of fact, howevethe Christian T ——

——

teaching also enunciates the doctrine that “as VO (% ST ey

Watercolor, J. James Tissot (1836-1902)

sow so shall we also reap,” and thus i_t teaches bc JesusWhiting on the Ground

the Law of Cause and fett and the fajiveness of | jke a terestrial recoding angel, Christ Jesus gesésran

sins. Both of these laws are vitally operative in thoccult fact: the earth bearecod and is affected by all our

unfoldment of humanity and there are good rezgec (e Very carth hathas became e boapdrGor |

sons why the earlier eastern religions have oniy

one part of the complete teaching which is found imaterial resources for advancemekd. a conse

the Christian religion. guence, their country is arid and waste, their crops
In those early days when the religions of the easire small and often destroyed by a scorching Suin

were given to humanitymankind was still more and devastating flood3.hey sufer famine, they

spiritual in nature than the material beings of thelie by millions, but although they teach the Law;)£

present-dayWesternWorld. They knew that we Cause and HEéct, they seem to be unaware th

live many lives in diferent shapes and forms heretheir miserable conditions are brought about b
upon this Earth. In the East today they are yetthomdolence and indiérence to material things. For
oughly imbued with that idea, and as a censenaturally when they have not worked here they
quence they are exceedingly indolehhey are have nothing to assimilate in the heaven lif¢
more concerned with thoughts of Nirvana—théetween death and a new birth, and as garoor
invisible world—where they may rest in peace andimb that is disused gradually atrophies, so a eoup
joy, than with taking advantage of their presentry that is not developed by the Spirits incarnating
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therein gradually atrophies and becomes uselessa® observed by means of our sengas.Yet not
a habitation for mankind. It was necessary to thall, for we are usually exceedingly unobservant @
evolution of humanity to enter this material worlddetails. It is exasperatingly true when it is said that
and develop all its resources. “we have eyes and see not and ears that hear ngt.”

Therefore, the Great Leaders have taken varioiWe lose a great deal of experience on that accoupt.
means to cause us todet temporarily the spiritual Beside, our memory is woefully lacking/hile we
side of our nature. In th&/est, where the pioneers are able to recall a little, most of our experiences
of the human race are found, they commandeare lost to us because wedet them. Our con
marriage outside the familyhey gave to th@V/est scious memory is weaKhere is another memaqry
a religion that did not definitely teach the doctrinenoweverAs the ether and the air carry to the pho
of rebirth and the Law of Cause andfdet as tographic plate in a camera the impression of the
means of advancemenfthey also originated the landscape without omitting the slightest detail, sp
use of alcohol, with its paralyzingfe€t upon the also do the air and the ether which carry impres
spiritual sensibilities of man. By these means wsions from the outside to our sensgasrs carry
have in theNest temporarily fagotten that there is into the lungs, and thence to the blood, an actugl
more than this one life on Earth, and in censepicture and a record of everything with which we
guence we apply ourselves with the utmost- dilicome in contactThose pictures are stored in the
gence to making the fullest possible use of whaninute seed atom resting in the left ventricle of the
we believe to be our only opportunity hef@ere- heart, and that little atom may be considered the
fore, we have developed thest into a veritable Book of the Recordingngels, where all our deeds
garden; we have made for ourselvégtween are inscribed.Thence it is mirrored in the
incarnations a land that is exceedingly fertile andReflecting Ether of our vital body
rich in the minerals which we need in our various In the ordinary course of life, man passes intp
industries and thus we are conquering the visiblBugatory at death and expiates the sins inscribe
material world. upon that atom. Later he assimilates all the god

It is evident, howevelthat the religious side of stored there in the First Heaven, working upon h
man’s nature must not be entirely neglected. sinciiture environment in the Second Heaven. But
Christ, the great Ideal of the Christian religion haslevout person realizes each day his shortcomings
been set before us for imitation, and since wand failings. He examines the events of this lif¢
could not possibly hope to become Christ-like irdaily and prays from a devout heart to beyifeen
one life, which is all that we now have any knewl for sins he has committe@ihen the pictures which
edge of, there must be given to us a compensatdmave recorded the sins of omission and commi
doctrine, otherwise we should in despair cease ®on fade, and are wiped out of I§e’ecord from
strive, knowing that it would be futil&herefore day to dayFor it is not the aim of God or nature to
the WesternWorld was taught the doctrine of the “get even” as it would seem under the Law o
forgiveness of sins through the righteousness @ausation, which decrees an exact retribution for
Christ Jesus. every transgression, as well as a reward or-co

It is equally certain, howevethat no doctrine pensation for every good act. It is the aim of Go
which is not a truth in nature could have any upliftthat we should learn by experience here to de just
ing power and, therefore, there must also be d& and well. When we have realized that we hav
sound basis behind the doctrine of thggieeness done wrong and determine to do betige have
of sins, which seems to vitiate the Law of Causationearned the lesson, and there is no necessity for
It is as follows. punishing us.

When we look about us in the material world, Thus the doctrine of the fgiveness of sins is an
we observe the dérent phenomena of nature, weactual fact in nature. If we repent, make restitutio
meet other people and have various transactioasmd reform, the sins we have repented of are fo
with them, and all these sights, sounds, and scengisen and wiped out of life’ record. Otherwise
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they are eradicated by corresponding pains |
Pumgatory after deathlhus the doctrine of Karma,
or the Law of Cause and fé€t as taught in the
East, does not fully meet human needse
Christian teaching, which embodibsth the Law
of Causation and the doctrine of thegioeness of
sins, gives a more complete teaching concerni
the method employed by the Great Leaders
instruct us.

EVERLASTING SALVATION AND DAMNATION

The orthodox religions say that those who ha
done well in this life are saved, that is to,ghgy
will go to a heaven not very clearly defined, ant
those who fail to reach this salvation are plungel
into a hell of which not very much is known saveg
that it is a place of miserfhe good and the bad
stay in their respective places once they have be
judged; there is no redemption for lost souls, a
no danger of a fall for those once saved.

Such an interpretation is radically wrong, if thg
Greek dictionary is taken as authqrityr obviously 4Dy _
the mear”ng h|nges upon the word trans|atelllustrat|on from the Purgatorio of Dan;t:s DlvTe Comedy, by Gustave Doré (1833 1883)

gverlagtlng. That word Isalomar‘]f and in the QIC Though one' sins be -al;sescGalrJIg?ntzey shall, aftergation,
t'?”ary '_t IS tra_n5|fr"ted to mean “an age, an indef be white as the driven snofRurgatory only seems endless!
nite perlod, a lifetime,” etdVhat, then, is the true The soul can convene @atory each night byetrospection.
meaning of the passage quoted, we may ask ow

selves, and in order to find that meaning it will bestarted later and are laggard$iey are therefore
necessary to take a comprehensive view of life. left behind in the race; but all will ultimately attain

‘ou| ‘suonelignd Janog

In the beginning of manifestation, God, a Greathe goal of perfection. In consequence of the-forg

Flame, diferentiates a vast number of incipientgoing fact there are a number of classes of the
flames or sparkwithin Himself, notfromHimself,  pilgrim Spirits, and before one set or class of Spirit
for it is an actual fact that “in Him we live and can be moved up another step in evolution, it i

1Y
5€
S
S

move and have our being.” Nothing can exist outnecessary that they should have attained a certgin

side God. So within Himself, God tBfentiates standard of proficiencyThey are saved from a
these countless Spirits. Each of therpagentially  lower condition which they have outgrown. Once
divine, each enfolds all His powers as the seethis measure of &tiency has been acquired, they
enfolds the plant. But as the seed must be buried &me promoted into another race, another epoch. B
the ground to bring forth the plant, so it is necesamong a lage number there are always laggards
sary that these divine sparks should be immersethd these are condemned to stay in the class wh
in material vehicles in order that they may learnthey were until they have arrived at the stage (¢
lessons that can be mastered only in such a-sepgrowth required for advancemefite plan is sim
ative existence as there is in the world. ilar to the method in which children in a school arg
The world may be regarded as a training schog@romoted into the next higher class at the year
for the evolving Spirits. Some of them started earlgxamination if they have attained a certain star
and applied themselves diligently to the task befordard of knowledge; if not, they are condemned t
them; consequently they progressed rapidiyiers stay behind—not forevebut only until another
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years examination proves that they ha\Ee===
qualified. =

The fogoing is not a distorted or &
wrong representation of the meaning
the wordaionian It has been used ir/
other places in the Bible in a manng
which bears out our contention. Fqg

instance, in Pau’ letter to Philemon, g

forevet” The word “forever” is the|
same wordaionian which is translated
“everlasting” in connection with
damnation and salvation, and it wi
readily be seen that in this case it c:
only mean a part of a lifetime, for Ret

ther Paul or Philemon, as such, wou™
live forever David, the Psalmist—Repentance

Conversion TheArchangel Michael holds the scales of karmic balance in one hand a
There are conversions and ConVEthe swod of Gods perfect will in the othefrhe wod repentancéranslates

. . . . the termmetanoiato change the mind. Deepbgretting his transgessions,
sions. There is the conversion WhIC|David prays: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; amhew a right spirit

take.s place in a revival mgeting t0 tyithin me....a boken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”
beating of drums, the clapping of hands,

the singing of gospel hymns, and the insistent calthe amusement of the communitgho are unaware
ing of the revivalist to “come before it is too late.”that it is a simple case of mild hypnotism.

All these aids to conversion produce an intense There is another conversion, howevalways
hypnotic influence which works upon the emo accompanied by planetary influences, ang
tional nature of many people in such a way thaaccording to the strength of these influences, tf
these “sinners,” so called, can no longer remain inonvesion, or change in the life, will be more or

From Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853)

their seats, but are forced in the most literal sensessradical. It then shows that the soul has reache

to obey the command and come forward to “th@ certain point in its pilgrimage where it feels
mournets bench. That kind of conversion is usu attraction to the higher lifélhe immediate cause
ally of very little worth. Revivalists find that it is of conversion may be a sermon, a lecture, a boag
extremely easy to convert people in this mannea verse in the Bible, or something in nature, by
The exasperatingly di€ult problem is, as one of that is only the physical cause of something whic
them expressed it, “to make it stick,” for when thenad already taken place spirituallffrom that

victim of the hypnotic revivalist leaves the meet moment the man or woman will commence to tak
ing, the influence gradually wearsf,odind sooner a new view of life, will lay aside the old vices, will
or later he relapses into his original attituded follow new lines of thought and endeavtirmay

though these “backsliders” may feel no pang at atthange his whole attitude toward life and also hi

when backsliding, the next revival meeting drawsnvironment. In fact, very often a journey has
them to the mourn& bench again as surely as arought him out of the usual environment for the

magnet draws a needlEhey are converted repeat time being, to give the proper condition for sowing

nd

e
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edly and backslide regularly every time there is ¢he new seed. O
revival meeting, to the disgust of the revivalist and —Max Heindel
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ASTROLOGY

Reading a Horoscope—Progressions

N COMMENCING this course of instruc trouble ahead of a client. Never under any circun
tion in the method of reading a horoscope’stances tell him bluntly of impending trouble or ill
from the spiritual point of viewit is neces health, for he will surely lose his stamina by
sary to give some general advice regardingrooding, and the blow will be twice as heavy
the attitude of mind which students mustowing to your indiscretionYou must first learn
cultivate in order to achieve success; nameliscrimination.
Compassion. To many people even a hint of troulidedisas
It is an excellent practice for young students terous, although that class usually questions the
study their own figure and those of their nearesistrologer very closelyand professes profound
friends, because that gives them a good idea ghility to preserve perfect equanimigven in the
how celestial aspects are the precursors with whidace of impending death. Be careful as to what yqu
they are already familialhus they gain valuable tell them, for you will be held accountable. Neithe
knowledge and a confidence not to be obtained byhould you mind if your ability is questioned when
mere book studyand all is well if they soon branch events come to pass which you have seen in a Iffe
out and become interested in the horoscopes ghd kept silent about, rather than discourage a squl
others to such an extent that they almosgdor that is weak or heavy-laden.
their own. Once, jealous of my beloved science, | told
Right at this point in their path, howeyétere is  mother that if we could only get her sick daughte
a death-trap and manglas, all too manyall by  past a certain daghe would recoveThe mother
the wayside and allow personal interests to rulgepeated my words to her daughe died on the
They pore over their own figure every sparejay designated, and | have always felt responsible.
minute; they tabulate aspects daily; they cast @n another occasion a lady asked:oiM you
horary figure for every move, even to the smallesidvise divorce?” | saw her husbamdieath was
affairs of life. Thus they prostitute the most sub imminent, but kept silent. | magnified her faults
lime science extant, and nip in the bud what mighéind his good points, and prevailed upon her to bejar
have become a wonderful factor in developingnd forbear for a while longéwhen a fatal acei
soul power; namelythe faculty ofspiritual delin  dent severed the tie, she had no self- reproach; ghe
eation. | hope and pray that you may escape thBtessed me for my advice, though she might not
dreadful quagmireAlways remember your promise have regarded my ability to predict very highly
to help othersccording to your ability In the one case | gave the prediction that | migh
Another serious responsibility will confront you be able to say! told you so,” and incurred a seri
and require great discretion when you see iliness @us responsibilityin the other | withheld informa
*The text for this article is based on material in the first four IessonéIon and earned blessingne lesson is obvious:

of the Senior Astrology CourseReaders may take this course after US€99 per centliscretionto 1 per cenblunt truth
they haveompleted the 26 lessons of thumior Astrology Course  and alwaysencourage
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In the next lesson we shall commen
reading a horoscop&hat is a study of
absorbing interest, but remempédo not
love it for the knowledge or the power |
will give you; love it for the good you car
do with it, and your treasure will be gre:
in heaven. May God bless youfats.

To read a horoscope correctlit is
essential to know whether material or spi
itual advancement is intended for the sc
during this embodiment, and to what exte
one phase is expected to predomina
This is denoted by the progression of tl
angles.

When the Midheaven moves faste
opportunities for intellectual and spiritue
endeavor present themselves and bring s
cess, if graspeldlVhen theAscendant moves
faster material afirs will claim expression.

Were this understood and acted upc

there would be fewer failures in life, fo. . . _ .

he riaht opportunity knocks at ever dOOHoroscopeSmnercmleshowsnatal housec_uspangles, oyt@le:rshpws
the _”g ) pp y y the angles (MC andSC) pogressed forty-five yearsdim time of birth.
Satisfaction and success always result

we embrace it. If we miss our chance, there will bangles, and make all delineations subsidiary to that
an undercurrent of regret despite any seeming sucardinal point.
cess; the soul feels the resulting lack. In the last letter you set up a horoscope and prp
The greatest danger of missing our chance is lyressed the angles for 45 years [see abda].
a preconceived, mistaken idea of what constitutaben found that the MC had moved three degreesjto
opportunity and an astrologer ignorant of thisevery two traveled by thASC. This shows that
inner teaching may be a dangerous guide. Suppospportunities for soul growth will abound, ifre
he is asked to indicate the life work of a youngspective of whether the person profits by them ¢
man with Mars elevated in Scorpio. In the light ofnot, and judgment of this figure should point ouf
common knowledge he can say that the young mdrow the finer faculties may be cultivated, put tq
will excel in sugery Passing years may bring him maximumuse, and made to yield abundant treasufe
fame and fortune; apparent success may seemitoheavenHad theASC moved more rapidly than
justify the astrologer beyond cavi¥et, had he the MC it would indicate that this soul requires 4
known that the young masAscendant progressed material life work during this embodiment. Hints
much faster than his Midheaven and stamped hito promote material pursuits would then be mor
as too materialistic to make a good doctor (for théelpful and indirectly productive of soul growth.
first qualification of a good doctor is a heart too big To justify this rule it is not required that the per
for his body), he might have realized that the worléon whose MC is speedier than ASC becomes
had lost a good ironworker and becomiiicéd a great spiritual light. He may even commit a crime
with a fiend who reveled in the bloody work of and languish in prison through years of sorrow and
sugery for scientific satisfaction and who did notsuffering. But whatever the circumstances, hig
waste a thought of pity on his hapless victims. experiences will produce great soul growilne
Therefore it behooves the spiritual astrologer tsoul never blooms until watered abundantly with
first ascertain the relative progression of thdearsAs Goethe says:
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Who never ate his bad in sorow,

Who never spend the midnight hours,
Weeping, watching for the maw,

He knows ye not, ye heavenly powers.

The rose does not yield its full fragrance till its§ts
petals have been crushed; the well of true-sy i (v
pathy springs only from a broken heaitl who

acquainted with grief. Paul mentions as the pnnc_

pal qualification of Christ Jesus that He had- sufiess
fered as we stgr, hence is able to feel for all who -
are weak and heavy laden as no one could feel wi
had not thus stéred. What a pathos lies in the
words of Faust!'What an anguish of soul is
revealed when he says:

Two souls, alas! & housed within my bast,
And struggle thesfor undivided eign;

One, to the earth with passionate desir
And closely clinging @ans still adhegs,
Above the mists the other doth aspir

With saced ador unto puer sphees.

Also, in our horoscope is foreshown a bitterwa, o= e e
between the hlgher nature and lower appetlte Cover of Sir John de Mandeville’s Travels, Bohemia, 14101420 British lerary London
Saturn in elevation, sextile Neptune, on &%C, Astrologers and Geomancers
trine Sun and Uranus, will give such wonderfu’ “Nature itself has illustrated...the rays of the stars in stoneg

in plants and...animals.” —Agrippa von Nettesheim, 1510
perception in mystical matters that it will isolate
this soul from his fellow man because his ideasoo tactful to tell. He will not name disease, bu
will be beyond their comprehensiorhat will be a rather seek to prescribe a preventive or a remed
trial and will cause regret. Saturn Taurus, the By progressing the angles of our horoscope fa
sign which rules the tongue, gives a thoughtful20, 30, and 40 years, we found that the MC did n
sometimes stubborn disposition. He will be slowgain over theASC more than one degree in threg
of speech and because Saturn is in ttth house during any epochThus opportunities for spiritual
it tends to limit friendships. Mars in Gemini givesgrowth will be about the same in all dgions of
a keen, active and alert mentalibut in the 1th life. But mark this: they will be more likelp bring

house tends to friction in friendship through blunt results when the progressed Midheaven aspect$

ness of speechllhough Saturn infaurus denies radical planet.The nature and character of the
vocal expression, Surienus, and Mercury in experience will depend upon the nature of th
Virgo will give unusual facility for writing in a planet aspected, the character of the aspect (s
most beautiful manner tile, square, or trine), and the house where th
Misunderstood and criticized, denied the eomaspected planet is located.

panionship of others, he will be driven back upon The same rule would apply in regard to the influ
his own devices for enjoyment. He may become ance of theAscendant upon materialfairs. Its

glutton, for the Moon, ruler of th&SC, is in aspects by progression promote changes whi
Taurus, which has dominion over the palate, andffect our physical existenc&he efects of its

serious illness would follow gastronomic excessaspects are not invalidated even though the te

The astrologer sees these tendencies, but is, of courdency of the life is towards the spiritual; and in a lifg
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where the speed of thescendant foreshadows theg
preponderance of material activities, the progress
Midheaven may wake the slumbering soul and
beginning of spiritual activity may be inaugurated

Right here is one of the most important &mit-
ful opportunities for service which the spiritua
astrologer can find, and although this whole-su
ject of “progression” shoulébllow instruction on
reading of the natal figure instead of preceding
| feel that knowledge of thefett of progression of
theAscendant and Midheaven is of such vastpra
tical value that | have decided to violate that prec
dent and stay with this subject till it has been mac
as clear as | can make Tthen you will be able to
help others at crises in their lives which may hay
been unsuspected even by those most anxious to

Have you ever met a mother anxiously seekir|
advice concerning a wayward girl or a drunke
son?Would they mend? How could she best hel
them? Or was it a wife with a flock of little ones
suffering through the neglect of husband or fathe
Alas! The world is full of such cases, and any spi
itually minded astrologectuated by compassion
for all concerned, must often have sorrowed whg
he searched vainly for an aspect of the planets tf
would give a ray of hope. Had he known the elg
vating potency of aspects to the radical and fro
the progressed Midheaven, had he known hg
these aspects produce opportunities to retrie
mistakes and make a new start in life, he mig
have pointed out the auspicious time when-jud
cious persuasion would have been the mdstef
tive in turning the wayward child or weaning thg
father from the curse of drink; a time when the
would have been more amenable to reason th
usual. Opportunities must be caught on the wing
they are lost, and lack of astrological knowledg
has wrecked many a life.

Therefore, students are advised to always lo
carefully for aspects of the progressed Midheave
to radical planets, or of progressed planets to t
radical MidheavenAspects of Sun, Jupiteand
Venus to the Midheaven are of course most powsg
ful, but good aspects of Saturn sometimes aeco
plish identical results by appeal to the delinguent
manhood and self-respect. O

—Max Heindel
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ASTROLOGY

Sars, Jewels,
and Angels

UCH has been written
on talismans of one
kind or anotherjew
els figuring preemi
nently among them.f
In order to convert a jewel into a talis
man, it must be correlated with zodids
cal signs and their planetary rulers; s
in specially selected metals of a natu
to harmonize with the stellar influences
given astrological baptisms accordi = = :
to ancient formulae; after which, it i Tho Jowa oo e Jovas. Goutesy of i taure
believed to be the focus of magiceu
powers—a talisman. Howevequite aside from  The planetary Spirit, therefore, expresses Itse|lf
their use as talismans, some jewels were ancientigasculinely in the masculine signs and femininely
valued in witchcraft and sorcery because it wag the feminine signs.
thought that a genie or spirit dwelt in the jewel as Only in the case of the Sun and Moon do we fing
in a house, and might be invoked. a single rulership—the Sun ruling the masculing,
In The Message of the Stavkax Heindel gives fiery Leo, and the Moon ruling the feminine,
a brief discussion of the talismanic atstudy of watery CancerHere we must think of the Moon
the table on page 64 shows us at once that eaghd Sun, Cancer and Leo, as polaritiesyether
planet represented, Sun and Moon excepted, ruld®y constitute the keystones of theh.
over two signs of the zodiac, and that therefore To simplify our discussion, we rearrange Max
there are two signs to which the same color andeindels diagram thusly:
metal are assigned, although the stones attributed _
to them difer. We shall have a good understanding Iﬂhe Sunules Leo—gold; orange; ruby and diamond.

. . . ercury:rules Gemini andVirgo—mercury; violet;
of this d_ual ruler_shlp if we think of each planet as crystal, aquamarine, pink jaspayacinth.
expressing polarifyaccording to place and circdm  venus:rules Taurus and Libra—copper; yellow; moss
stance for each planet rules one positive and one agate, emerald, diamond, opal.
negative signThus, Mars rules the positiviries Moon: rules Cancer—silver; green; emerald, black onyx.
and the negative Scorpio; Mercury rules the osi Mars:rules Aries and Scorpio—iron; red; amethyst,

. - s . diamond, topaz, malachite.
tive Gemini, the negativ&/irgo, and so on—in Jupiter:rules Sagittarius and Pisces—tin; blue; carbun

wod esasnuenbe mmm

each case the positive being masculine and the cle, turquoise, chrysolite, moonstone.
negative feminineAll fire and air signs are posi Saturnirules Capricorn anddquarius—lead; indigo;
tive, all earth and water signs are negative. white onyx, moonstone, sapphire dpal
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To the neophyte of the Rose Cross, the chigé
interest in all this is not in the talisman as such bgs
in the spiritual reality which it represents. Itis no™
for nothing that the Desiré/orld (also the Light
Ether) has been called the starry or astral worl
More fascinating by far than the talismanic art i
the celestial craftsmanship of the glittering worlc
which we may fittingly call the Cosmic Diamond,
the source and prototype of every jewel.

The upper DesiréNorld, or, specifically the
First Heaven, is in fact the home world of all-pic
torial art. It is the world of beauty of form and
color; vibrant with enayy, scintillating, fiery .
Music, of course, is also present there, but as . L
ephemeron of a higher world. S

To really understand the spiritual nature of th /
talismanic principle, it is necessary to digres
briefly into the field of alchemyAlthough it is
possible to do the work of spiritual alchemy with
out a knowledge of astrologthere is no question
but that it does have, and always has had, an-ast
logical equivalence. For example, it is stated in
medieval text that iron can be transmuted into 9oL,
only when the Sun passes through Scorpiee
signs of the planets, of the constellations, and 'ﬁ o
the seasons figure again and again in alchemic | iy
literature: and interwoven with all this is the Grea, <. i & @ b
Work, the making of the PhilosopheStone, which /Dot Ripley Serol, 15 centuny Beiecke Hbran, ale Universiy
. . h . The enigmatic eighteen-foot long Ripleyotids an alchemical
is variously designated as a Ruby or Diamond. treatise, consisting primarily of symbolic illustrations, on the

Astrology, as well as alchemyowes much to making of the PhilosopharStoneAbove, the Bit of Hermes
Arabic culture, for the alchemy of the Middlges  (mind) rules over the seven-fold transmutationcesg(initia-
came to Europe from thkrabs, the word “alche [)nSehy e eedormaseie comscousiess  fansorney
my” being ofArabic derivation. One might almost
say thatArabia is the holy land of Rosicrucianism attributed to Geber are not by any means the fry
or alchemy for in the legend of Christian Rose of one mars labor but rather of a school operating
Cross we read that he tarried not at Jerusalem biot his name At Damascus also dwelt the great
traveled to Damascus and over iAt@bia and that Arabian mystic IbrArabi, whose mystical journey
he translated his master woilhe Book Mon the through the seven heavens of Ptolemaic astrplogy
secret forces of nature), from tAeabic. under the guidance of a feminine “angel,” is €euri

Both Roger Bacon and Paracelsus (among otlously similar to Dante’ “travels” in the Paradiso;
ers) named by Max Heindel as Rosicruciareven including the ultimate vision of the Celestia}
Initiates, refer toArabic sources of their knowl Rose. (Dante also is considered by many to be|a
edge. MoreoverDamascus, where C.R.C. tarried,Rosicrucian Initiate.)
was the home of the world-famed school of alche Now it is a significant fact that the alchemists
my founded by Gebewhose name is important in. were profoundly interested in the manufacture g
medieval alchemyResearch has shown (what theglass and artificial gems; which throws consider
esotericist immediately intuits) that the worksable light on the genesis of the Philosofher
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Stone, which the alchemist sought to create frorapper portion of the aura corresponding to chegt
certain subtle essenceBhe earliest made glass and head,
was green, but transparent, or at least translucent,The alchemist is warned not to allow his mixture
and so is gold leafTherefore the biblical “sea of (soul body) to set and become vitreous and brittl¢;
glass” is likened to “gold,” since gold leaf, if rolled the fire must be neither too hot nor too cold, or the
thin enough, transmits a green light. work fails, and neither Diamond nor Ruby is
Alchemical records show that the basic -subachieved.
stance in the Greddork is green—which in the  As the fire burns under the crucible, the auri
glass-making allegory must refer to primitiveforces rise upward from their root center in a foun
green glass; called the Green Lion by alchemistsainlike structure, reminiscent of the vital forces
From this, by the addition of suitable substancegscending in a tree, the jewel-like vortices reprg
all gems were to be createthe great dbrt was senting the fruit or flowers. Incidentallthe sacred
directed, of course, toward producing the Diamonévegreen, ofTree of Life, was lovingly called the
or Ruby (This process is not to be confused withPrince of Emeralds by the Chaldeans, and was gs
the production of artificial gems from a white sap holy to them as the Christm3see is to usThe
phire basis, which, howevegasily lends itself to lights on thelree are alchemical fires
alchemical interpretation.) All of which leads to the inevitable conclusion
Max Heindel also speaks of the Ruby andhat the true value of the jewel talisman is not tp
Diamond as signifying the beautiful soul jewels ofpromote material success, but to purify the imag
the occultist and mystic (not the ordinary Desirenation, rendering clear and transparent what was
Body). Again, he speaks of the Mystic Emerald,before opaque, so that the imagination itself
the glory of Lucifets Crown, which fell into the becomes the House of Glass, the Pure Crystal, |in
abyss of materiality Lucifers Emerald is the which theAngelic World is reflected.
Green Lion of alchemy To achieve this result through meditation, we
Now note that theArabian mystics not only take the precious stone as a symbol of an ange
called starsewels but they also called angels hierarchy and follow through to the archetypal
jewels (also Birds of Gog. Why call the angels idea in which planet, angel, and jewel have the
jewels of Go@ Obviously because of the jewel-beginnings.These can be correlated by using
like scintillance of the angelic aura, which is oftendiagram 9 on page 221 dhe Rosicrucian Cosmo-
all that is visible to the rudimentary clairvoyantConceptionand the diagram on page 64 Time
vision. Clairvoyants frequently mention the factMessage of the Star&lote that no hierarchy is
that from a distance a group of angels have thattributed toAries; but Max Heindel states that, in
appearance of a starry clustewhich, upon his opinion, the Lucifer angels are destined to aid
approaching closer (in mental space), is cognizeas in the work of regeneration, as figured ir
as consisting of humanlike beings radiatingScorpioandAries (page 46) etters to Studenxs
streams of color and magnetism, or having a starigpiritually, therefore, their symbol is properly the
light burning on the forehead, or above the head @snethyst ordiamond—the amethyst as a type o
in FraAngelico paintingsThe efect in the latter spiritual (poetic)love between the sexes; the-dia
instance is very like that of tall candles. Ovoidmond, hardest of precious stones, as a type of bg
auras of light and color are also seen. the SpirituaWill and the fiery auric envelope with
Again, the various “astral” and etheric centersts prismatic spears and shafts of light.
are jewel-like when awakened in the aura of the Similarly, we may meditated on the other stonefs
trained clairvoyant; the Crown dtorns being a with their zodiacal and angelical correlatives
crown of diamond light, emitting thorns of firkh ~ When the imagination is didiently clear when it
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angel of a particular hierarchy may appear unddras become the House of Glass, we shall “knoy
certain conditions as a gigantic fiery Ruby flashingeven as we are known.” O
through the mental airits glory shining in the —Ann Barkhurst
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Considerations i _?‘é’ -

ET NO ONE TAKE the reading of a .\& ‘ _.
horoscope lightlyfor it is a serious mat  #* -4%%3;%
ter. A horoscope is the key to anotheryper W'., A oy
sons characterand whether we receg *f h
nize it or not, it has a great deal of power;‘,mw_gl g

to influence that persoAn interpretation executed in /
an improper spirit can do much damage, from-mis, %% -‘
leading a person to disillusioning him, and from-giv s, b
ing him unfounded hopes and confidence to investin, %, i
him with disappointment, despaiand depression. % \“, |
Rendered in the proper spirit—that of loving, self- '%, '-"%6.;,,.
forgetting service that asks nothing in return—a hor %
scope interpretation has tremendous power to help
person understand the patterns of his life and on thizs

basis to be able to live a more meaningful, purpose;e'

ful, and productive life. %
When a person gives his birth data to an astrolog%é’,,ﬁe '
by

"ty
he is expressing his faith in the astrologebility to be %% Faucrl &
of help.Woe o th? .a strologer who b.etrays such atrusCourt astonomer €rzysko sits at the center of the zodiac
Some who criticize astrology claim that any degre reconling and interpeting the angles of the stellar rays.
of accuracy that astrology may seem to have is duc,
not to any inherent validity of its own, but to theimposes his will on his subject.)
power of suggestion. Such a claim is only half-truth Spiritual evolution demands greater and greater
and the product of one-sided thinking. It is quite trugelf-masterywhich requires development and disci
that the trust which an individual places in anpline of the will. Free will, the spiritual birthright of
astrologer makes him susceptible to suggestion, buian, is not to be equated with “strength of desire,” gs
there are dferent kinds of suggestion. so many people do. Rathéree will is the power to
From the esoteric point of viewe understand that choose and decide what path one will follo@f
nothing that is not in harmony with a personature  course, one must also accept the consequences of|his
can have any real power tdeft him.That is, unless choices. Free will does imply the power to choose o
he surrenders his will to it. Such a situation wouldyive up ones will to anotherbut the consequence of
be similar to hypnosis, wherein the subject (victimhis is a retardation of spiritual development due tp
surrenders his will to that of the hypnotist. (Hypnosishe failure to develop orgown will.
is very harmful and not to be thought of as beneficial At worst, hypnosis ranges from unconscious t
in any way Any benefits that may seem to accruemalicious black magic, which is the subversion of th
from hypnosis result from the fact that the hypnotistree will of another either unwittingly or purposefully
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(Contrary to what some people may,saperson can study and to power over it through application of
be hypnotized to do anything within the limit of his such knowledgeThis does away with a lot of waste
power All that is necessary is the proper suggestiofful experimentation and groping in the dark. It car
technique.) Such is the danger of surrenderingsonefead right to the heart of a matter without so much
will. At best, hypnosis is extremely questionable grepeating around the bushnd so it is that when deal
magic. ing with a natal chart, the astrologer can reach rigit
Generally however one is not susceptible to hyp to the heart of a person much moréeetively than
notic suggestion unless he is already weak-willed, anany other people can. Hopefultite astrologer will
unless the imaginative faculty is overdeveloped idearn how to use this power wisegompassionately
relation to the willAlso, the more one is striving for and discriminately
self-mastery and trying to pull his own weight in life  There are many types of people who come to the
rather than trying to “have a good time” and get byastrologer for information, advice, or assistance, ard
with as little individual &brt as possible, the less sus since the astrologesr time is usually quite limited, it
ceptible to suggestion he is. becomes necessary for him to decide what kinds pf
May this be a warning to all aspiring astrologers. Isituations he will train himself to deal withhe spir
is not our role to make peopdedecisions for them or itually-minded astrologer takes astrology very <seri
to tell them what they should or should not do on theusly and, consequentlgoes not care to deal with
basis of their horoscopeshis is an infringement of people who are only superficially curious about thei
their free will and borders dangerously close to blackoroscopes, especially when there are so many other
magic. The role of the astrologer is to help peoplepeople with a real need who are crying for help. Fqr
understand what choices lie before them and then léte curiosity-seekerthere are the pulp astrology
them do their own choosing. books and magazines, the computerized horoscope
It is best for the astrologer to inform a person ofnterpretations, the materialistically-minded astrologe
this intention at the outset of an interpretation, fowho are in it for the monewnd so on, which cater to
many people, conditioned as they are by a materialisuch tastesThese people are usually the passive ongs
tic, self-seeking world, expect to have their wholevho want every step of their lives plotted out fo
life, from the cradle to the grave, laid out for them orthem and are most susceptible to “suggestions.”
a silver platterThey expect the astrologer to do all It is a good practice for the astrologer to request
the work and resent it when this is not forthcomingthat those who ask him for help write out their-re
they are irritated when they discover that they arsons for wanting a horoscope interpretation. In-add
expected to make anfeft to understand and make tion, he should ask them to write out any particulagr
use of the interpretation. It is not to be denied thaquestions or problems that may be bothering the
pulp astrology and money-seeking astrologers hawend on which they would like some insigfihese
done much to foster such an attitude toward astroloequests serve two purposes: first, they help the pégr
gy. It should be the aim of the astrologer to strengthson asking for assistance to be more clear in his own
en the will of othersThis is done by enabling them to mind as to exactly why he wants a horoscope 4nte
choose more intelligently and understandingly due tpretation; second, they help the astrologer to kno
a more enlightened outlook on their livésie power how best to approach the person and what particular
that an accurate horoscope interpretation hadeotaf points should be given special attention.
people is not due to any “hypnotic suggestion,” then, It is important that the person be required to writ
but to the fact that the astrologer is waking them ughese things out and not just communicate them oral
to what already exists in themselves and in their reldy. The efort to write things down will make him stop
tionship to things around them. Sometimes peopland think more seriously about his reasons for wa
will even become quite agitated when somethingng a horoscope interpretation. Sometimes, when he
inaccurate is said relative to their horoscopegjiscovers that he really does not have any good solid
because it clashes with their inner makeup and creeasons for wanting one, he will drop the matter
ates a very uncomfortable feeling. because it would be “too much botférhis helps to
Thus, like any other truly meaningful and potentweed out some of the curiosity-seekers. In additio
symbol, the horoscope accurately reflects a realitpeople who really do need help sometimes find i ea
and can lead to a better understanding thereof througgr to write down their problems than to tell them t
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the astrologerWriting them down forms an “ice- E
breakey’ so to speak, which can lead to a more ope: e P =
and relaxed discussion. = -
The more vague a persemeasons are for wanting §
his horoscope interpreted, the more vague anduns= — . _&=
isfactory will be the results that he is likely to get =
The more clearly he understands his reasons, ts—
more satisfying and helpful his encounter with afé
astrologer is likely to be. -
As to the form and scope this written informatior’.j. ,
should take, it is not necessary to ask for a comple/it it
autobiography as some astrologers @ibe person | :
should be asked to state his case clearly and cencis
ly; it should be neither oversimplified nor clutterec
with unnecessary details. Furthermore, he should £
asked to take at least a day to think things over befcg
writing them down. If more information is found to}
be needed lateit can be brought out in the course Of , .
the interpretation itself. il % m
Itis not possible to set down any hard and fast rul@_JFgt

™,

as to what to accept as good reasons for an interp {:iﬁ i = o
tation and what to rejecthat must be left to the dis & ‘Lﬁ D i g _ o
cretion of each individual astrologer and his evalua# . ; _ T e SR

tion of each particular situation. In some cases, th
astrologer may feel it desirable to ask for more info:=
mation or more detail on the information given. |r; " e
other cases, he may feel it necessary to decline to gjg¥ ‘
an interpretation. It is his prerogative to dO SO WhE Erasmus Franciscus, Das ersffnete Lust-Haus der Ober-und Niederwelt, 167
he is not asking a price for his services. In this illustration the conjunction of the sun and moon

The astrologer may have several reasons f(Serves as an allegory for the marriage of the meosm
declining to do an interpretation. He may feel that thnd micocosm by alchemy and astomy The eflecting

h . water in the tub symbolizes the astomeis telescopic lens.

person is not serious enough about the matter or tt
his reasons arc too superficial or vague. Sometimes
the astrologer just gets a feeling that he should not degative things that are said, and as a consequenc
an interpretation when he looks at the chart. If thifioroscope interpretation is likely to make them eve
feeling is reasonably distinct, it can usually be trustednore despondent than they already are. Such peo
It may be that the person is not ready to receive there so wrapped up in self-pity that they do not war]
kind of information the astrologer would give him. to be helpedThey are looking for sympathy and for

If people are too self-centered they will hear onlysome kind of justification of their behavidt can't
what they want to heain which case the interpreta help it, my horoscope says...” etc.
tion accomplishes nothing and the astrologer is-‘wast It is advisable to stay clear of people who want the
ing his time. If such people hear anything they tdon’horoscope interpreted in order to “see if astrology
like, they either ignore it or gue with it until they works.” The astrologer should not feel obligated tc
convince themselves they are right. Such people atprove” astrology to anyone other than himself
only looking for self-justification and for an excuse tothough he may voluntarily choose to assist others [n
continue what they are already doifdney have no their endeavors to understand its mechanism. He woyld
true interest in self-improvement since they areot be in astrology if he did not recognize some truth
already convinced in that what they are doing is rightand value in itThat is to saythespiritually-minded

People who are worry-prone or emotionallyastrologer would not. He is too busy trying to
unbalanced are apt to pay attention only to th@mprove himself and help others with his astrologica|l

6, Nuremburg
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knowledge and has no time to be trying to prove hisshen money is one of the primary motivations, he
art and science to skeptics who are already comeases to be a good astrologer
vinced he is wrong. Ultimatelyruth resides within, One of the obstacles to learning how to interprg
and people must have some inner perception of trutitoroscopes accurately is the inability to see beyond
before they can respond to any outward expressiomsieself.We are usually so indoctrinated with a self;
of it. seeking attitude that it is well nigh impossible for ug
Generally speaking, if the astrologer is of a serious see another person as he really is. Instead, we tgnd
and spiritual demeanohe will not attract many of to judge other people according to our own values,
the curious, self-centered, or skeptical people. If heshich we naturally assume to be correct.
does, he may politely inform them that he is not pre As a consequence, there is a danger that the
pared to deal with their situationBhere are plenty astrologer may tend to project his own beliefs and
of other sources that cater to the jaded tastes of suctadequacies on another when doing an interpretg
people, so the astrologer need have no qualms abdian. It is, perhaps, impossible to get away entirely
having refused them. He can be confident that,-evefrom this, but in order to minimize the dangtre
tually, most such people will grow weary of a super astrologer first and foremost should strive to face his
ficial, spiritually empty way of life and be ready for own horoscope honestly
something of a highemore satisfying nature. Does someone object that this is no easy thing fo
To summarize, then, the astrologer should be-careo? No, it is not easWhen looking at our own hofo
ful to see that the people he endeavors to help aseopes, we like to ovemphasize the pleasant thingg
reasonably open-minded, mature, stable, willing t@and gloss over that which is unpleasant. But it is only
co- operate with him, and have some serious faith iwhen we are able to be honest with ourselves that we
astrology If this is done, it will save much time and can hope to see other people hone$tg must not
effort that would otherwise be wasted for little oronly be able to see the proper indications in our own
nothing. horoscopes, but we must also be able to admit thei
The procedure recommended above is fotruth to ourselves.
astrologers of some experience. For the beginning Another safeguard is to encourage feedback.
astrologerit may be beneficial to gather many horo Generally speaking, older or more mature people
scopes of friends, familyand acquaintances, in ordertend to give more meaningful feedback, whilg
to acquire the basic knowledge and experience-neegounger or less mature people just tend to listen and
ed to get a good grasp on interpretation. In this caseot say very much during an interpretatiorhe
it is not necessary to be so pickgcause the astrologer astrologer should encourage people to feel free fo
is just “practicing.” Of course, he should inform peo comment on anything he says, to re- enforce the
ple accordinglyAs more competence gained, the things which seem to be right and to question whgn
astrologer can &ird to be more choosy amdncen  something seems to be wronkhe astrologer is as
trate his attention in a more useful manner likely to make mistakes as anyone else, and it is bgst
The beginning astrologer should understand thab admit the fact from the very beginnirihat way
he can never learn how to be a good astrologer fromhen mistakes are made, people will not be afraid {o
reading books and articles alone. Only as he gaimmint them out and the astrologer will not be emba
experience through applying and refining his bookassed by his human fallibilityrurthermore, it will
knowledge will he gain competencdoo much help to prevent the astrologer from getting af a
indiscriminate reading and haphazard experimentavrong tangent and never discovering it, and, thu
tion lead to confusion rather than competence. prevent him from making the same error again.
Astrology is like any other true science in that a Sometimes, howevewhat appears to be an error|
person can never learn so much about it that thereiis interpretation is actually a lack of mutual under
nothing left to learnThe astrologer should be able tostandingWhen the astrologer says something, he may
learn something from every horoscope he interpretbave a certain meaning in mind, but another person
The lessons learned from each interpretation shoutday infer quite a dférent meaning from those same)
contribute to a better understanding of the nextwords. In such a case, a little discussion and clarify
When the astrologer ceases to learn from the-horeation are all that is needed.o(fbe continued) [
scopes he interprets, which is more likely to happen —Karl Kleinstick
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SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND ART

The Ring of the Niebelung

THE VALKUERIE
&
SIEGFRIED, THE TRUTH SEEKER

HE VALKYRIE” is the name of the
second part oiVagnets great musical
drama, founded upon the northern
myth of the Niebelungs, and the bear L
ers of the name were children of | "= =
Wotan, as were also thgalsungs. ,‘*\ '
The appropriateness of this name will be at onc ,J-}{,'
apparent when we understand that the mission & .
the Valkyrie was to go to battles whether fought &=
between two or more, take the slain upon their horse
and carry them t&alhal. Therefore, a battle field /"
or a place of combat was callealplads the place =
whereWotan, the god, chose the valiant ones wh
died fighting the battle for truth (as they saw it), tc
be his companions in the realm of bliss (as the
conceived it). Brunhilde, the spirit of truth, was %
therefore chief among théalkyrie, the leader of B
her sisters, the other virtues. She was the favorit
But when the gods had limited themselves a
shut away the universality of truth by the Ring o : :
Creed and dogma—symbolized Wgalhal—the Valkyrie Ascend to Valhal _
Walsungs, who are tuth seckersfrstand foremos s NRATSSSTOu el Sherersatin s
rebelled.They manifest l_mder dérer_]t ASPECtS as yhe orthodox truth that affi?msmans regime and pgwerg
shown by the names given them in the norther.,
myth. The root of their name iSieg a German She transmits the hunger for the truth to thefr of
word which means victoryand it is highly appro  spring Siegfried, he, who through victory gains
priate, for no matter what odds are against it, trutpeace, so that what one generation of truth seekers
will win in the end. fails to accomplish, will eventually be achieved by
Siegmund, the courageous one, who is impellegheir descendants, and in the end truth will triumph
to seek truth no matter what the consequencegver creed and stand supreme.
may be slain as the result of his audadhtg shall e are taking time by the forelock when relating
hear how and whypresently Sieglinda, his sister or hinting at events which will be unfolded in the
and later his wife, who has the same inwargeur peautiful tale before us, but we cannot refrain from
but dares not openly follow it, may die in despairiterating and reiterating that glorious thought, “Fof
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now we see through a glass darklyhough the
walls and limitations of physical existence are abol
us in every direction, the time is coming when “wé
shall see and know even as we are known.”
When Siegmund, impelled by the uncontrollabls
desire for truth, leavedalhal,Wotan is enraged. In
order to put a check on the independent spirit (
theWalsungs, he orders the marriage of Sieglind {
Hunding, who is the spirit of convention. She
swoons despairingly in his arms, for she has ni
the courage to leave her ancestors as her brotl
had doneThus she is a fit symbol of those who,
though they rebel in their innermost natures, al
married to the conventions of the world and ar
afraid to make radical change from the establishg
code of the church for fear of what people will
think of them. Thus, though outraged in their
innermost nature and thwarted in their holies
ambitions, they continue to bear the yoke of-cor
ventionality and go through the established churd
services for the sake of appearance
In the course of time, Siegmund comes b
chance to the house of Hunding and finds his si
ter Whom at f|rSt he does nOt knOWhen they Watercolor, 1910, from Rackham’s Color lllustrations for Wagner’s Ring, Arthur Rackham
have recognize each othée induces her to flee Fortified with the swat of truth, Nothung (the courage of
with him. They both know that this act of theirs, desloaif')- gPVided zy V‘gas"! tOI_dgfelnd ag?rinsr: the gsfﬂf_lwn i
his outrage against Hunding, the spirit of conver £79% ), Slegrund and Seginda leae the ouse o iy
tion, will not be condoned by the god® fortify
themselves in the battle which they know is beforendolent and neglect to fight the battle of life to the
them, they take with them a magical sword callethst. Hel has three children, who are closely akin fo
Nothung Nothis need or distress, anthg,as we her and are always fighting the gods, who have the
have already seen, means childus the sword is welfare of man at hearThey are symbols of the
the child of distress, the courage of despkhis elements which make up the material world where
sword had been buried to the hiltYiggdrasil by death alone reigns. One is the Midgaard Serpent| a
no less a person thakiotan, himself, against just prodigious monster encircling the Earth and biting
such an emeency as this. In order that we mayits own tail: it is the ocearhe other is the wolf
thoroughly understand this beautiful symbol and-enris, which is so subtle, yet so strong, that-noth
the seemingly paradoxical conduct Wfotan, it ing can hold him: he represents the atmosphere
will be necessary to elucidate the meaning o$urrounding the Earth and the winds which canngt
Yggdrasil, theNorld Ash, the tree of life and being, be controlled. Loge, with whom we have alread)
as explained in the Scandinavian mythology become acquainted, is the spirit of fire, deceit, and
According to their concept, this wonderful treeillusion. A second root ofYyggdrasil is with the
reached from Earth to heaven. One of its roots wdsost Giants in chaos, whence this whole univerge
in the underworld with Hel, a terrible hag whooriginated.The third root is with the gods.
ruled over those who had died of disease and wereUnder the root which is with Hel, the serpen
not, therefore, qualified to dwell witkVotan in  Nidhog lies gnawing. It is the spirit of envy and
Valhal. They represent the class of people who armalice which is subversive of gootltid means

suonealjgnd Janog
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envy, andhog to fell. Becaus&ggdrasil, the tree
of life in manifestation, lives by love, envy and
malice would fell the tree and bring it down to
death and Hel. But under the root that is with "wl' )
gods, is the fountain, Urd, whence the three Norng & &
or Fates, fetch the water of life—the spiritualff SRS
impetus wherewith to water the tree and keep it
leaves fresh and greefihe names of these three |}
Norns are Urd, Skuld, anderdande. Urd is from
the German\Ur, the past, primordial, or \gm
state in relation to man and the universe. She spi
upon her wheel the thread of fate generated by
in the past. Skuld, a name signifying debt, is th
second Norn, who represents the presénther
Urd delivers the thread of fate of past lives whic
we must expiate in this embodiment. It is the
given toVerdande, the third Norn, whose name ig
a derivation ofwerdende the German word for
becoming. She represents the future, and when t
thread of fate symbolizing the debt paid at the pre
sent time is handed to heshe breaks it bipiece
by piece.Thus this wonderful symbol tells us that
when the causation generated in past lives h3
worked itself into dkcts in this life, the debt is
cancelled for all time to come.
The northern mythology further tells us that
besides these three chief Norns, there were ma
others, and that one fafiated at each birth and ffom The Secret Teaching of All Ages
took chage of the destiny of the child then born. The Yggdrasil Tree
We are also told that these Norns, or Fates, did nIn the abyss of space is theNI Ash, the e of life and being.

K di hei il b bi It has thee pots: A spiritual root in Asgad, the home of the
work according to their own will but were Subject yoqs: 5 terestrial ot in Midgaad, the abode of humanity:

A18100S yoJeasay [ea1ydosoliud 8yLe

to the dictates of the invisible Orloghe name is a and an infernal oot in Niflheim, the domain of the dead. The
corruption of the wortlr, meaning primordial, and Bifrost bridge connects the home of the gods with Midyaar

and the egion of Hel. Primattial giants cast ice and &rinto
log, law: Thus we see the northern symbol teaChethe abyss overlooked by the falconched on theagles head.

that the Norns were not subject to the gods, and that
our destiny is not ruled by caprice but by an inex Thus we see that the Hierarchies, who help us
orable law of Nature, the Law of Cause anfk&f evolve, are themselves living to leaifhe very

Under the third root, which was with the Frostfact that they are learning shows both their liabili

Giants, was the well of Mim&he Frost Giants, or ty to err and the reason wiWotan, their chief,

nature forces, had existed prior to the establistshould provide the sword, Nothung—the courage

ment of the EarthiThey had helped in its formation of despair—so that in an engency those against
and therefore knew many things which were- hidwhom he erred might have a weapon wherewith
den from the gods. EveWotan, the god of wis defend themselves. Much more might be sa
dom, was wont to go to the well of Mime to drinkabout this wonderfulVorld Ash, theYggdrasil, but
therefrom, that he might receive a knowledge ofhe student has now digfient information to
the past. He also had to drink from the fountain oénable him to understand the relation of the swo
Urd that he might renew his life. to that which follows.
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When Siegmund and Sieglinde
fortified with the magic sword
(the courage of despair) leave ttz
house of Hunding (the spirit ot
convention) to seek truth in the
wide world, the outraged Hunding
needs not the command\&btan
to pursue them with intent to Kill o
Wotan bids Brunhilde (the®™s§
Valkyrie) to be invisibly presentt = =
at the expected battle and figts=« §
for Hunding. But the spirit of! Pt
truth cannot fight against the %
truth seekerso Brunhilde ser == —oa
rowfully refuses to comply with="
Wotan’s ordersWhen Siegmund
meets Hunding in deadly combe == =
and is about to vanquish himp e

Wotan interposes h|s Speand Watercolor, 1910,-f?;)m Rackham's Color IIIustation for Wages Ring, Arthur R.ackham (18é7—1939)
upon that the sword (Nothung) j Captive of his own eed, Wgtan is bound to deny Brunhildeimplorings to spar

. Siegmund, the seeker of truth and, hi na/ i | i
shattered and Slegmund, nots g uth and, as his own sotan#/best or ideal natex

defenseless, is killed by a blow from Hunding. beings feel this more keenly than words cap

Thus truth is ever upon the side of the truth seelexpress, when the poor creed-boikidtan must
er in his battle against the conventionalities of th@erforce put Brunhilde to sleep, “Never [as hg
church and social customs. But when the power &fays] to be wakened, until one shall come who |s
religion, which furnishes him the courage of despaimore free than I”
necessary to stand up for his convictions, is pitted And in that saying he discloses the principal
against the power of creed, symbolized by the speegquirement in the quest of truth. “Unless a map
of Wotan, many an earnest soul has been vafeave father and mothérsaid Christ, “he cannot
quished, though not convinced. Siegmund mapecome my disciple.All limitations must have

suonedlgnd Janod
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die, and Sieglinda may follow him to the gravebeen swept away before we can hope for succesg in

broken-hearted—but only after she has given birtthe quest of truth.

(assisted by Brunhilde) to Siegfried, the victor; for

as already said, the thirst for truth once felt can SIEGFRIED, THE TRUTH SEEKER

never be quenched until it has gained satisfactio E have seen that it is necessary to set asifle
In the meantimeWotan powerless to abandon all limitations of religion, family environ

Valhal, the Ring of Creed, is forced to put awaynent, and whatever else hinders in order to be aljle

from himself Brunhilde, the spirit of truth, who hasto grasp truth, but there is still another great require-
disobeyed him; for it is a condition of creed that itment, or one which perhaps is comprehended |n
be autocratic and brook no gainsaying. But as alhe first. We cling to our religion, our friends, and
religions are inherently imbued by a spirit of loveour families through fear of standing alorwe
and a sincere desire to benefit and uplift mankindjbey conventions because we fear to follow the
Wotan feels an overwhelming sorrow at the steplictates of the inner voice thatges us on toward
which is necessary for the continuance of the policthe higher things which are incomprehensible t
he has adopted and which he adheres to despite the majority; and therefore in realitfear is the
heart-rending pleadings of Brunhilde. It is a terri chief obstacle which prevents us from getting g
ble thing to part company with truth, and bothtruth and living it.

O
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This is also shown in the Ring of the Niebelung
Wotan decrees that Brunhilde, the spirit of trut
be put to sleep because he fears the loss of
power if he retain her after she has rebelled agai
his limitations and refused to shield Hunding, thg
spirit of convention. He pronounces her doom i
sorrow saying that she must remain asleep unt
one more free than he, the god, shall waken hé
“Perfect love casteth out all fearand only the
fearless are free to love and to live trdtherefore,
Brunhilde is put to sleep on a desolate rock a
around her burns forever a circle of flame kindleg
by Loge, the spirit of delusion. No one but the freq
the unfettered and fearless soul, can ever hope
penetrate that circle of hallucination (convertion
ality) and live to love the reawakened spirit 0
truth, ever lovely and young.

Thus the second part of the mystic drama eng
with the abandonment of truth and the triumph @
convention. Creed is firmly established on Eart
Siegmund the truth seeker lies vanquished a
dead. His sistewife, Sieglinda, also has paid with >
her life for entering the quest, and it would seem ¢ xereoer 1o10.f

: . Convention (\Wtan) commits the spirit of truth (Brunhilde) to
if Brunhilde must sleep foreveXow theWalsungs sleep and invokes Loge to ewtgrher in a seemingly impas

hf_ﬂve _0n|y one represe_ntative, the orph_an chilsible barrier of fie until one feer than the god awakens her
Siegfried, who was left in the cave of Mime the

Niebelung by his dying mothe®ieglinda. fray between Siegmund and Hundinhe frag
In time, howeverthe child grows up in youthful ments of this sword were brought by Sieglinda t

i

om Rackh Color lllustrations for Wagner's Ring, Arthur Rackham

suoneslqnd Janod

vigor, developing the strength of a giant. Beautifuthe cave of Mime. But no one who is a coward can

as a god, he is a strange contrast to Mime, the ugijther foge or wield the sword Nothung, the
Niebelung, a dwarf who claims to be his fathercourage of despaifherefore Mime, despite all his
This Siegfried can scarcely believe, for when hekill, has failed every time he has tried.
looks about him in the forest, he sees that the One day when Siegfried taunts him because
nestlings resemble their parents, that the young ois inability to make a sword that will stand, Mime|
all animals have the same characteristics which al#ings out the fragments of Nothung and tells hin
found in their parents. He alone isfdient from that if he can weld it, it will serve him well. Possess
the one who claims him as a son. ing that cardinal qualification of the truth seeker
When with prodigious strength he has caught gearlessness, Siegfried accomplishes with unskillg
bear and leads it into the cave of Mime, the lattehand what Mime has failed to do. Hedes anew
is almost paralyzed with feaan emotion utterly the magic sword and is thus prepared for the qug
unknown to Siegfried. Mime, one of the mostcunof truth and knowledge.
ning smiths among the Niebelung, hasgéat Though ages have passed si#dberich, the
sword after sword for the use of this young giantNiebelung, was forced to part with the Ring as rar

but each in turn has been shattered by the powerfsbm to the gods, neither he nor his tribe have foy

arm that wielded it. Mime has indeed tried to weldjotten the power wielded by its posses8ad the
the sword Nothung, the child of distress, whicHonging to regain the lost treasure is still rife
was shattered upon the spealdftan in the fatal among all of them. For mankind, being inherently
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spiritual and free, will never be reconciled to th{is
loss of individuality insisted upon under the regim
of the church.Though, like Mime, they may be § §
imbued with an uncontrollable fear; though theyi\ f
may cringe and fawn before the higher powers, &1 |
Alberich fawned befor@/otan, they always, whether
subconsciously or otherwise, remember their-spi b
itual heritage and seek to recover their estate #
free agents, unbound by creed or other limitation ]r‘
To this end they scheme and plot in the mo2<
subtle manneils symbolized by the aid Mime gives_ .
Siegfried to foge anew the sword once deatéd
by Wotan. He sees that the young truth seeker
fearless. He knows that Fafh@ne of the giants ,N Fe
who obtained the Ring from the gods, broods ove ™
his treasure in the form of a huge dragon, awe¢—" = -
inspiring in the extreme. He can scarcely believe
possible for anyone to vanquish this monsbert e
he believes that if it can be done, this fearles
young giant, Siegfried, is the only one able t A :
accomplish the feat. It has, indeed, been said tt. S O g AR )

th h f N th ” | h M Watercolor, 1910, from Rackham’s Color Ilstrationsfaner’s Rig,Anhur Rackham
€ one who T@es Nothung will Slay him. Mime In slaying the dragon FafneBiegfried follows the example of

trusts to his cunning and hopes that if SiegfrietheArchangel Michael, Perseus, Herakles, and St. Geor
kills the dragon, he, Mime, may be able to obtain

possession of the Ring of the Niebelung anthings and have then misused their heavenly-poy
become the master of the world. ers of hypnotism and mental suggestion to attraft

There is a very deep spiritual significance in thigo themselves the goods of this world, seeking
tale—namely that of the lower nature plotting to rather the things of earth which fetter than the-trea
use the higher self for its own vile purposessures of heaven which free the soul.
Siegfried (he who through victory gains peace) is There has never been an age on earth when this
the higher self at that stage of its pilgrimage wherpart of the great myth was so generally enacted ps
it has been left all alone, without kith or kin; whereit is today There are many thousands of peopl
it sees that the shape of clay symbolized by Mimwho represent in themselves Siegfried and Mime—-
is not part of it, but of an entirely fifent race and Dr. Jekyl and MrHyde.They are roused to a greater,
breed; where it is ready to continue its march foor lesser realization of the powers of the spirit, @
truth, begun in previous lives by Siegmund andheir divine nature and attributes as Siegfried wa
Sieglinda, from whom the indomitable courage thabut the lower phase of their nature, Mime, keep
knows neither fear nor defeat has been inheritedon scheming for material benefit.

But though the seeking soul may forsake the And whether we call this use of the divine pow
world, as did Hertzleide, the mother of ParsifalersChristian, or by an other name, it is not the-sci
who gave birth to the truth seeker in a dense forestnce of the souMe should be honest with eur
and as Sieglinda who bore the child Siegfried irselves and recognize the fact that He who had not
the cave of Mime, the lower nature follows,a place whereon to lay His head and who was the
scheming to use the power of spirit for worldlyvery embodiment of the attracting Christ powe
ends.Alas! how many have left the churches inrefused to use that power for His own benefit.
despair because of creed, as SiegmundNefan; Even at the point of death He refrained, and it wgs
who have gained a certain knowledge of highesaid of Him that others He saved, but Himself H
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could not (would not) save because the Law &
Sacrifice is greater than the Law of Self-preserve
tion: “For what shall it profit a man if he shall gaing®
the whole world and lose his own soul?”
The moment we set out upon the path in earne
the lower nature is doomed despite all itore$ of
cunning to save itselind when Mime plans to send
Siegfried against the dragon, Fafntre spirit of
desire, he has in fact sealed his own fate; for whé
our soul has conquered the desire for worldly pos
sessions, we are dead to the world, even though ¥
may still live and perform our work herd/e are
then in the world, but not of it. .
Led by Mime, Siegfried finds the giant Fafne
guarding the cave where he has hidden the hogy = %
of the NiebelungsThe lower nature always ggs &
the higher to seek the material wealth of the wor|dg
seeking, therebyto obtain standing and power in
society It is, alas, all too common, this desire ang
thirst for wealth and powele are all like Mime,
ready to risk our lives in the quest of gokhd
though Mime quakes at the very thought of bein#
near the dreadiul dragon, he keeps on plotting, f'Penetrating Logs’'flames of illusion, Siegfried sees Brunhilde,
he knows that when the Ego, represented by thne spirit of truthas the ealization of many lives of seeking.
Ring of the Niebelung, is so enmeshed in the
snares of materiality that the body may be said tthe lower side of mas’natureAnd in token of this
own it, when all its engies are directed by the weakening, magic characters were cut upon the sh
lower nature, there is no limit to the power it mayof the speaiTherefore, it is easily broken in twain at

-

suonedlgqnd Janog

Watercolor, 1910, from Rackham'’s Color lllustrations for Wagner's Ring, Arthur Rackham

attain. But Siegfried, the fearless truth segkethe first blow from Nothung, the courage of despaif

when he has vanquished the dragon, representingWhen the truth seeker has come to the point he
the desire nature, also slays Mime who is emblendescribed, he will no longer allow himself to be
atic of the dense body thwarted in his quest, whether the opposing pows
Freed from the mortal coil, the Spirit is able tobe devils like Fafner or gods liké/otan. Every

understand the language of Nature. Intuitively ibbstacle he removes with ruthless hand for he h
senses where truth, represented by Brunhilde, anly one desire in the world, an overweening €rav
hidden and following this intuition, represented ining to know truth.Therefore, after shattering the
the myth by a bird, Seigfried starts for the fire girtspear oWotan, he presses onward, led by the bir
rock, to wake and to woo the sleeping beaBtyt  of intuition, until he comes to the circle of flame
though we mayby laying aside the physical bqdy hiding Brunhilde, the sleeping spirit of truth.
enter the realm where truth is to be found, the-patiNeither is he daunted at sight of Logi@ames of

way is not by any means clear; féfotan, the illusion and hallucination. He plunges boldly
warder of creed, stretches his spear across the pétinough, and behold! there lies that for which h
of Siegfried, endeavoring to the last to dissuade dras panted during many lives. He stoops, gathe
discourage the independent searcher for trutlBrunhilde in his strong, yet tender arms, and wit
How- ever the power of creed, represented by tha fervent kiss he awakens the spirit of truth fron
spear olWotan, was weakened when hedzned her age long sleep. (Continued) [

with the giants; in other words, when it appealed to —Max Heindel
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

Begetting and Cloning

HAVE BEEN INVITED, as | understand will express is widely shared. | aim to get at som
it, to speak today specifically as aof the theological underpinnings of that unease in
Protestant theologian.* | have tried to takdanguage that may seem unfamiliar or even unws|
that chage seriouslyand | have chosen my come, but it is language that is grounded in impo
concerns accordinglyl do not suppose, tant Christian dfrmations that seek to understand
therefore, that the issues | address are the onflge child as our equal—one who is a gift and notja
issues to which you ought to give your attentionproduct. In any case, | will do you the honor o
Thus, for example, | will not address the questiomssuming that you are interested in hearing what
of whether we could rightly conduct the firstthose who speak such a language have toasely
experiments in human cloning, given the likeli | will also suppose that a faith which seeks undef
hood that such experiments would not at first fullystanding may sometimes find it.
succeedThat is an important moral question, but Lacking an accepted teachingioé within the
I will not take it up. Nor do | suppose that | canchurch, Protestants had to find some way te pro
represent Protestants generalifere is no such vide authoritative moral guidanc&hey turned
beast. Indeed?rotestants are specialists in the arfrom the authority of the church as Interpreter of
of fragmentation. In my own tradition, which is Scripture to the biblical texts themselv&hat
Lutheran, we commonly understand ourselves asharacteristic Protestant move is not likebf
quite content to be Catholic except when, on cercourse, to provide any very immediate guidance gn
tain questions, we are compelled to disagrea subject such as human cloning. But it does teagh
Other Protestants might think of themselves difsomething about the connection of marriage ar{d

D

ferently, parenthoodThe creation story in the first chapter,
More important, however is this point: of Genesis depicts the creation of humankind as
Attempting to take my chge seriously | will male and female, sexually thfentiated and

speak theologically—not just in the standard- lanenjoined by God grace to sustain human life
guage of bioethics or public polickdo not think through procreation.

of this, howeversimply as an opportunity for the Hence, there is given in creation a connection
“Protestant interest group” to weigh in at yourbetween the diérentiation of the sexes and the
deliberations. On the contrampis theological lan  begetting of a childWe begin with that connec
guage has sought to uncover what is universal artion, making our way indirectly toward the subjec
human. It begins epistemologically from a particuof cloning. It is from the vantage point of this eon
lar place, but it opens up ontologically a vision ofnection that our theological tradition has addressed
the humanThe unease about human cloning that two questions that are both profound and mysteti

ous in their simplicityWhat is the meaning of a
*The following remarks were presented to the National Bio- P ) i i
ethics Advisory Commission on March 13, 1097 and appeared child? And what is good for a childPhese ques

in the June/JUly 1997 issue of First Things,a monthly jour- ~ IONS are, as you knowat the hef_irt_Of many preb
nal published by the Institute on Religion and Public Life. lems in our society todayand it is against the
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background of such questionggs
that | want to reflect upon theg
significance  of  human
cloning. What Protestantsg
found in the Bible was a nor g
mative view: namelythat the [
sexual diferentiation s }

child is a gift who springs§
from the giving and receivingiil#|
of love. Marriage and parent§#
hood are connected—helg#g
together in a basic form Oy
humanity ey
To this depiction of the cen
nection between sexual fiif-
entiation and child-bearing a )
normative, it is, adAnglican RS
theologian Oliver O’'Donovang
has agued, possible to§
respond in dierent waysWe
may welcome the connection
and find in it humane wisdongg
to guide our conductVe may
resent it as a limit to our free
dom and seek to transcend
We did not need modern sci
entiﬁc breakthroughs to kno Oil on canvas, Burne-Jones, Lady Lever Art Galley, Liverpool, England

that it is possible—and some The Annunciation
times seemingly desirable—t(While the divine will makes possible all human

i births, birth by cloning issues from a usurping
Seve.r the Connecnon.bEtwe.ehurranwill.Thecloned body is made, not begot-
marriage and begetting chil

s ten; it isa (re)production not a procreation.
dren.The possibility of human

cloning is striking only because it breaks the-contheir personal project in the world, as their pattici
nection so emphaticallyit aims directly at the pation in a form of life that carries its own inner
heart of the mystery that is a child. Part of the-mysneaning and has its telos established in the cr
tery here is that we will always be hard-pressed tation. The meaning of what we do then is no
determined simply by our desire or wAls Oliver

tion and procreation should not be brokenO’Donovan has noted, some understanding lik
Precisely to the degree that it is a basic form dhis is needed if the sexual relation of a man ar
humanity it will be hard to give more fundamental woman is to be more than “simply a profound fornm

explain why the connection of sexualfdrentia

reasons why the connection should be welcomeaf play.”

and honored when, in our freedom, we need not do And when the sexual act becomes only a pe
sonal project, so does the child. No longer then

so. But moral ggument must begin somewhefe.

see through everything is, as
C. S. Lewis once put it, the
same as not to see at all.

If we cannot ague to this
starting point, howeverwe
can ague from it. If we cannot
entirely explain the mystery
we can explicate itAnd the
explication comes from two
angles. Maintaining the cen
nection between procreation
and the sexual relationship of
a man and woman is good
both for that relationship and
for children.

It is good, first, for the rela
tion of the man and woman.
No doubt the motives of those
who beget children coitally
are often mixed, and they may
be uncertain about the full sig
nificance of what they do. But
if they are willing to shape
their intentions in accord with
the norm | have outlined, they
may be freed from self-
absorption.The act of love is
not simply a personal project
undertaken to satisfy orse’
own needs, and procreation, as
the fruit of coitus, reminds us
of that. Even when the relation
of a man and woman does not
or cannot give rise to bf
spring, they can understand
their embrace as more than

e
d

r
S

RAYS 99



the bearing and rearing of children thought of as And the language in which they did this (in the
task we should take up or as a return we make féourth-century Nicene Creed, one of the two mos
the gift of life; instead, it is a project we undertakemportant creeds that antedate the division of th
if it promises to meet our needs and desifeégse church in thaVest at the Reformation) is language
people—both learned commentators and ordinamyhich describes the Son of the Father as “begotte

folk—who in recent days have described cloninghot made.” Oliver O’Donovan has noted that thig

as narcissistic or as replication of aneelf see distinction between making and begetting, crucia
something important. Even if we grant that a clone
reared in diferent circumstances than its immedi  \We are not at each other 's

ate ancestomight turn out to be quite a thfent disposal If it is. in fact
person in some respects, the point of that pessor | ! '

existence would be grounded in our will anc human begetting tha_t
desire. expresses our equal dig-

Hence, retaining the tie that unites procreatio : ;
with the sexual relation of a man and woman i nlty’ we should not “ghtly

also good for children. Even when a man an S€t it aside in a manner as
woman deeply desire a child, the act of love itse decisive as C|0ning_
cannot take the child as its primary obj€eley
must give themselves to each othastting aside for Christians'understanding of God, carries eon
their projects, and the child becomes the naturaiderable moral significance.
fruition of their shared love—something quite-dif ~What the language of the Nicene Creed wants
ferent from a chosen projedthe child is therefore to say was that the Son is God just as the Fathe
always a gift—one like them who springs fromGod. It was intended to assert an equality of bein
their embrace, not a being whom they have madénd for that what was needed was a languag
and whose destiny they should determifigis is  other than the language of makivghat we beget
light years away from the notion that we all have @ like ourselvesWhat we make is not; it is the
right to have children—in whatever way we see fitproduct of our free decision and its destiny is ouf
—whenever it serves our purposes. to determine. Of course, on this Christian unde
Our children begin with a kind of genetic inde standing human beings are not begotten in th
pendence of us, their parent$iey replicate nei absolute sense that the Son is said to be begotter
ther their father nor their motheffhat is a the Father They are made—but made by God

reminder of the independence that we must evethrough human begetting. Hence, although we af

tually grant to them and for which it is our duty tonot Gods equal, we are of equal dignity with each
prepare thenilo lose, even in principle, this senseother And we are not at each othedisposal. If it

of the child as a gift entrusted to us will not beas, in fact, human begetting that expresses o
good for children. equal dignitywe should not lightly set it aside in a

| will press this point still further by making one manner as decisive as cloning.

more theological movaNhen Christians tried to | am well aware, of course, that other advancsg
tell the story of Jesus as they found it in theiin what we are pleased to call reproductive tech
Scriptures, they were driven to some rather conmology have already strained the connectio
plex formulationsThey wanted to say that Jesusbetween the sexual relationship of a man an
was truly one with that God whom he calledwoman and the birth of a child. Clearlyrocre

Father lest it should seem that what he had acconation has to some extent become reproductio
plished did not really overcome the gulf that sepamaking rather than doing. | am far from thinking
rates us from Godlhus, while distinguishing the that all this has been done well or wiseind

persons of Father and Son, they wanted to say theametimes we may only come to understand tk
Jesus is truly God—of one being with the Fathemature of the road we are on when we have alrea
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traveled fairly far along it. But whatev;| ,
er we say of that, surely human clonir God'’s Grandeur

would be a new and decisive turn The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
this road—far more emphatically } It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
kind of production, far less a _Surrend It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
to the mystery of the genetic lotter} = Grished. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
which is the mystery of the child Wh@& Generations have trod, have trod, have trod:

_replicates neith_er fat_her nor mother b A d all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
incarnates their union, far more a

understanding of the child as a prod
of human will.

| am also aware that we can all ima
ine circumstances in which we eu
selves might—were the technolog
available—be tempted to turn t@Es=AL ning, 4
cloning: Parents who lose a younsssecat se_the H
child in an accident and want t¢ <
“replace” her; a seriously ill person i
need of embryonic stem cells to repa
damaged tissue; a person in need afans for unimplanted embryos—a locution that makes$
transplant; a person who is infertile and wants, iglear the extent to which their being and destiny
some sense, to reproduce. Once the child becoma® the product of human will alone. If we are-gen
a project or product, such temptations becomeinely bafled about how best to describe the
almost irresistibleThere is no end of good causesmoral status of that human subject who is th
in the world, and they would sorely tempt us evemnimplanted embryo, we should not go forward ivL9
if we did not live in a society for which the pursuita way that peculiarly combines metaphysica
of health has become a god, justifying almost anybewilderment with practical certitude by approv
thing. ing even such limited cloning for experimenta

As theologian and bioethicidviliam F May purposes.
has often noted, we are preoccupied with death andProtestants are often pictured—erroneously i
the destructive powers of our world. But without inmany respects—as stout defenders of human frge
any way glorifying suering or pretending that it is dom. But whatever the accuracy of that depiction,
not evil, Christians worship a God who wills to bethey have not had in mind a freedom without limit
with us in our dependence, teaching us “attentivevithout even the limit that is God@hey have not
ness before a good and nurturant GMI€ learn located the dignity of human beings in a self-mod
therefore that what matters is how we live, notfying freedom that knows no limit and that need
only how long—that we are responsible to do asever respect a limit which it can, in principle,
much good as we can, but this means, as much @ansgress. It is the meaning of the chiltspfing
we can within the limits morality sets for us. of a man and woman, but a replication of neithef;

| am also aware, finaljythat we might for now their offspring, but not their product whose mean
approve human cloning but only in restricted ciring and destiny they might determine—that,
cumstances—as, for example, the cloning othink, constitutes such a limit to our freedom tc
preimplantation embryos (up to fourteen days) fomake and remake ourselves. In the face of thpat
experimental usé.hat would, of course, mean the mystery | hope that your Commission will remem
creation solely for purposes of research of humaler that “progress” is always an optional goal in
embryos—human subjects who are not really besthich nothing of the sacred inheres. O
described as preimplantation embrydsey are —Gilbert Meilander
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NEWS PERSPECTIVES

Transgendering and Cosmic Law

ENDER TYPOLOGIES are fast only by the creative Beings in clgar of guiding
losing their traditional profiles. So human evolution but by the incarnating ego itself
are the genders themselves, as which, in the heaven worlds, can see the plan and
Time magazine article on transgen purpose for the terms of its forthcoming earthly
dering (“Trans Across America,” embodiment and assents to the wisdom of thoge
July 20, 1998) makes evident. terms.
Viewed from one vantage, this blurring of gen Causes for gender discomfort may well bg
der distinctions should come as no surprise to stikarmic, and in that sense real. Prior life experi
dents ofWesternWisdom Teachings, who know ences (successive lives in the same genadguk
that the separation into sexes, in the long schenfided expectations in the opposite gender) ma
of human evolution, is but a temporary phenemeexpress in the present life as feeling alien to®one
non and that today’ unleashed human ego hasanatomy or ong’ gender role. But this discomfort
simply taken to jockeying between the two physiis not the result of some congenital mistake, sone
cal genders on a purely self-willed basis. biological aberration. On the contratiie experi
But the current media prominence and thence associated with confronting and resolving
politicking for recognition and rights by the one’s gender dffculties must be viewed as part of
proponents and practitioners of transgenderinthe incarnating ege’life objective.
(defined as the anatomical and/or chemical Needless to sagfforts to subvert or reject orge’
alteration of ones given gender to simulate its earthly assignment and, in this instance, to dgn
“opposite”), gives cause for concern because evegender blinders, will have its postmortem reper
in those rare instances where in@ based on an cussions, making the same task moréatift and
ignorance of the law of rebirth, it must yet stenless negotiable in a subsequent fembodiment.

ER

from ignoranceof the Law of Cause and fétt in It would be especially helpful for persons with
its humanlycosmic sense. For this law and itstranssexual as well as homosexual tendencies |to
comprehension make clear several facts: understand that the etheric body always expresges

(1) God is the Creator of the world and all that ishe opposite polarityFemale bodies are not as
therein, and, as Creatdsod makes no mistakes. physically strong as male bodies, but female vita

(2) Determination of gender by conception ispodies are positive, accounting for longer lif
though now being challenged as optional by thepans, emotional strength, and comparative supér
blind probes of genetic manipulators, still theabundance of red blood. Sensitivity to a dominant
exclusive province of God’'Master Planners, the etheric bodyor reluctance to fully inhabit and wuti
RecordingAngels, who give to each and edact-  lize ones physical bodymay give rise to thoughts
ly what they need for their development, including of dislocation and disharmony
their physical gender What is ironic about transsexualism is that it

(3) Ones native gender is thus intended, nois founded, at least to some extent, on the strigt
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cultural stereotypes that define male and femalaccommodate the fully manifesting individual ego
behavior and in a fully nonprejudicial society (anthe male/female distinction shall bedaly con
ideal, of course) lifestyle expectations would nofined to the biological roles each assumes in pre
dictate rigid genderole conformity As male/ viding the physical vehicles for incoming egdg&e
female, aggressive/passive correlations beconweould expect that in time (1) education about th
culturally blurred and more dynamic, and as thelivine intentionality and wisdom of anatomical
ego increasingly asserts itself in its earthly vesturégivens” will increasingly deter pseudo-gender
we can expect to see a waning impact of ®netconversion, and (2) advanced spiritual awarene
given sexuality on the sense of identity and on theill emancipate humans from the negativieets
perception of ong’ ability to live a creative, ful of self-imposed and external physical typing.
filling life. This cultural blurring itself comes about We understand that the physical body is a
as the life of the mind becomes strong&her instrument, a tool, wondrous in its constructior
and more deliberate and one discovers and inwarend capabilities, but, for all that, still a tool by
ly confirms that the physical body does not intrin which we gain experience in the material world. |
sically determine, excepting the procreative funcis we, as self-conscious egos, who use these tog
tion, what one can do or becomEhe shift in or, as some saywho carry these crosses. Only by
emphasis is from life confined by the body to thecorrectly identifying them and using them accord

body open to the infinite possibilities for expres ingly can we best realize our earthly opportunities.

sion in life. They do not determine who we are. But throug
As the vital body of the successively incarnatingheir right use they do assist us in identifying an

ego becomes increasingly positive, and culturddringing to conscious birth that Self that lives in

models for gender roles overlap and evengméo direct communion with God. O
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BOOK REVIEWS

Purity Makes the
Heart Grow 3tronger

BEAUTIFUL CALL to a beauti
ful life style by a beautiful soul—
the reader ofPurity Makes the
Heart Grow Stonger (Julia
Servant Publication®Ann Arbor,
Michigan, 1988, 133 pages) cannot help
impressed that one so young holds suc
mature grasp of things spiritual in an a Detail. PeﬂEn;eedlet?nOdnreprintpermissioncourtesyofAnnieLauro
when “chastity ha; be(.:ome worse than “Blessed ae thee pw in heart, for they shall see God.”
byword. The author finds it sad that when some
college students were asked to define the wor®f views in the secular sphere is intruding into the
they couldrt; all they knew was thata ~ famousmoral domain, dissolving absolutes and producing
entertainer had a daughter by that name! Evegthical anarchy
worse, members of the medical and psychiatric Miss Duin’s basic focus is Biblical. She refutes
professions have beenging that “chastity” be the widely held view that th&ong of Solomon
classified as an illnessxactlythe way homsexu  condones or even encourages passion. Quite the
ality had been until 1973 heAIDS epidemicshe contrary she asserts. For instance, the “walll
notes, may have given way to a new Strafgye, referred to in several passages (2:9; 8:9, 10) is|a
but the path of purity is still generally only grudg barrie a form of restraint, meant to secure th
ingly acknowledged rather than eagerly embracedery opposite of indulgence. She discusses the fgct
Miss Duin’s conviction and way of life are basedthat members of the ancient Levitical priesthoo
not at all on pragmatic considerations, such as festere only allowed to marry those who had bee
of AIDS, but on her radiant Christian faiffhough ~ chaste (Lev21:7, 13-18). She notes that whe
she cites actual cases of the emotional cost #fing David once made a request of a priest in the
unchastity as deterrents (premarital sex producdemple, he was questioned regarding his chastity
postmarital sorrow), the writex her own anchor is (I Sam. 21:4).
the fact that Christ Jesus, the most balanced Beingln these and other passages of Scripture Migs
who walked this earth, was chaste. She quotes tRIin discerns the message that purity is she
well-known TV personality Ted Koppel, who qua nonof the God-directed life. It is from the
reminds us that what Moses brought down fronglepths of this conviction that she has writféne
the Mount was not ten suggestions, but ten-conpersuasive power of her monologue comes from
mandments. She also cites theologian Richaridte testimony of having experienced the problenis
Neuhaus’warning that a principal danger of of young singles and being able, sympathetically
American pluralism is that the cherished diversitjo describe how to handle them—by opening the

woo eIasnLienbe mmm
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heart to the love and leading grace of God. Hers is The Transcendental Universe
no detached lecture. She also includes a wealth of

observations; as religion editor of “thedast daily Casual readers ofhe Rosicrucian Cosmo-
newspaper in the Southwest outside of Angeles,” Conceptionmight presume that the text of
she has a prominent vantage for viewing the pleasure this monumental work is entirely the prod
of the pure and the heartaches of the hedonists. uct of the the thought transference of an Eldgr
Repeatedly it has been suggested to her that sBeother of the Rosicrucian Order to Max Heindel
just might be letting life pass her.b8he has a A closer perusal of the boaktontents shows that
beautiful answerwhich draws on the story of the this presumption is incorrect. Heindel deftly inter
woman in John 12:3, who used expensive perfumgeaves illustrative and anecdotal material into the
to anoint the feet of the Masteht least one wisdom teachings; as, for example, the story g
bystander thought this gesture was a waste, butMr. Roberts (p. 172-174) testifying to the truth o
was not. Nor is any life completely poured outrebirth; the reporting of the experiment by. Dr
before God. Being chaste is never a waste. McDougall (p. 100) that purports to weigh the sou|
The life dedicated to chastity alsofess what (actually the vital body); and the use of data €on
some might call a sort of “romance,” one on a fapiled by the U.S. Department Africulture on the
higher and more satisfying plane than what genenutritional value of certain foods (p. 450-51).
ally goes by this name, the kind experienced in The founder of the Rosicrucian Fellowship, a
devotion to a cause transcending oneself, as shoviermer theosophist, was also familiar with the work
in the life lived byApostle PaulThis, she is sure, of the eminent English physicist, chemist, an
can bring a fulfillment and self-realization thattheosophist, SirWilliam Crookes (1832-1919),
may be rare even in the very best of marriages, amtiscoverer of the element thallium, inventor of thg
utterly impossible in illicit relationships, which radiometer and Crookes tube, and source of the
eventually only bring isolation, frustration andtable of electromagnetic frequencies which Heindgl
self-disgust. uses in th&Cosmo(p. 254) to show that all physi
The one factor the author credits most withcal phenomena are a function of eyyevibrating
steering her safely through the treacherous teensasvarying rates.
positively applied activity—home, church, and Was Heindel also familiar with the work of C.G.
school kept her so occupied with interesting anéiarrison (born 1855), in particul@he Tanscendental
constructive pursuits that she never felt a desire fagniverse(Lindesfarne Press, 1993, Hudson, NY)
things questionable. Her book fexfs practical six lectures on the occult delivered in 1893 and
information as well as inspiration for students ofpublished the following year by a company partly
Truth, but it is especially helpful for those seekingowned byArthur Waite, the mystic and scholar of
to encourage young singles, an ever increasingsotericism? Harrison writes with considerable autho
segment of contemporary societg stay on the ity and intelligence and gives the kind of informa
straight and narrow tion that strongly suggest a direct access to supér
Miss Duin may be writing from a background ofsensible realms. He reports on thi@e$ of certain
orthodoxy but her theme of “pure living” is, as spiritual masters to break through the husk of 19th
described by Corinne HelineNéw Age Bible century materialism: first, in what proved to be th¢
Interpretation Old Testamentyol. II, p. 306), “the debacle of spirit(ual)ism—basicallgommunica
great work of everyone who follows the Christ ontion with the dead through materializing mediums
the Way of Attainment—a process described inand other negative practices; and latey the
many ways in the book of Christian Initiation, theimpulse working through Helena Blavatskine
Bible, when one has eyes to see arfttart pe- Russian seeress whdsecet DoctrineMax Heindel
pared by pue livingto receive.” (See alsbetters refers to in th&€osmqp. 270) as a “valuable work.”
to StudentsMax Heindel, p. 86.) 0 According to Harrison, Blavatskyhough strong
—A Probationer willed, was, to a great extent, used and duped lpy
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Esoteric dematerializesTheosophy in a great intellectual
Pantheism hymn to Love, unique in its theological specula
tion and esoteric knowledge.” Harrison knows that
love is the highest form of cognition, for “It is not
intellect but love which reveals the Father

Harrisons purpose in these six lectures is tq
reconcile the truths brought to light by the
Theosophical Society with the fundamenta
doctrines of Christianitywhich includes an exam
ination of facts pertaining to “mas’origin, des
tiny, and the problem of evil in the light of occult
science.” He frankly claims a knowledge “acquired
3 i by the recognized occult methods, [granting him)]

Theo- ¥ % Christian the right to instruct in the intellectual or ‘Lower
morphism g : p Polytheism Mysteries” all those who are willing to accept pro
visionally certain abstract propositions which arg
of the nature of general truths not in themselvgs
difficult of comprehension.The reader can bring
to these propositions “the test of experience, by
Chri;ian cqmparing and ascertaining their points of contagt

Pantheism with the facts of modern science, and the light thely

“Round the dotted figwr of 8, which stands for the evolution throw on the history of mankind.
of the GodLIdea in the Fifth [original Semitic] Root Race ar _ 20€S this [anguage seem familise find echoes
seven arows, epesenting the seven stages agression, Of it in Max Heindels Preface to th€osmo
and corespondingoughly to the sub-races....The black disc We have previously mentioned SWilliam
in the middle of the figer represents the neutral center of Crookes because Harrison devotes considerahle

ignorance, coresponding, in MiICrookesscheme, to the ‘point . : : :
neutral as to electricity and chemical eggf The evolution attention to Crookesonception of evolution as it

of the God-Idea startsdm this neutral centearrives at the Can be illustrated by the ascending lemniscate (figy
same point halfway in its evolutionary course, and touchesiifre eight), which figure is reproduced in the
again at its finish. But ignorance is of two kinds, the ignocosmo (p. 410) and is drawn from Crookes’
rance of hope and of apathy; and it is the latter which €har . .
acterizes the ignorance of the materialistic or fourth period‘?'nalys_IS of atomic structures as_ they _r_elate_ to the
Intellectual materialism seeks to dignify it by calling itgenesis of elements and their position in th
“agnosticism.” and even “scientific agnosticism,” which, if it Periodic Table of Elements. By analoghuman

means anything, means that ignorance of God is the begig g|ytion can be conceptualized in terms of thi
ning of Wsdom....The six asterisks indicate theailing

religious tendencies of thespective periods.” (pp. 108-09) [1Sing lemniscate, pmore dyne}micaILyascending
“double vortex,” an elaboration of the dtadf

certainpowers behind bothWestern and Eastern Mercury/ Hermes, or caduceus.
occult societies. Her powedestiny and indepen The Tanscendental Universplaces occultism
dence posed a threat to the fornveino were intent in a Christian historical context and will richly
on preserving ignorance about rebirth. So theyeward the reader who truly seeks knowledge.
placed her in “occult imprisonment,” disabling herwealth of additional information is provided in
from imparting her received knowledge—until sheextensive notes and appendices at the end of the
was released by Eastern occultists, to whose occlilook. Let the author have the last word—the lagt
perspective she subsequently bore allegiance. sentence of his Preface: “If ‘a little knowledge is &
While theosophy is nonChristian, Harrison,dangerous thingthe remedy is surelynot igne
quoting from Christopher Bamfoisplendid and rance, but more knowledge.” O
lengthy introduction to the book, “Christianizes and —Carl Swan
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

What is Basic to Health?

N THE MINDS OF MOST Americans the years of quiet sééring. The fiery furnace of men
welfare of the human body is surroundedal and physical stéring consequent upon and
with large question mark&/hy do humans necessary to wrong moral behavior (for this is
succumb to illness? is a question on the lipsnoral universe) must alone be credited with bring
of everyone. ing about the change of heart and purification g
The writer has heard it expressed ad nauseam bye individual.
those who should know better that all we need do Briefly, the procedure is this: first, a manfsus;
to restore ourselves to sound health is to change tteen he thinks and reasons; then comes a change of
a natural diet (preferably raw food), behave-ourheart; then comes the adoption of better habits pf
selves with decorum in matters sexual, with ambiliving, including a more sensible dietaijhe wis
tion in matters calisthenic, and with moderation irdom of the ages proclaims loudly down through
following all natural habitsThen our sicknesses the corridors of time that men do not adopt a puie
and physical ailments will, presto, by the very lawslietary until they themselves have become at legst
inherent in our bodies will be expunged and weartly purified through stéring, until they have
shall be restored to full health and strength. Bubeen compelled by the moral power of Nature tp
this assumption is not even a half-truth. cleanse and empty their minds and hearts of evil
These same presumptive minds (there are manyNo manonce and forever changes his diet until
in every field of knowledge) give the general pub he has changed the condition of his soul. Does this
lic the further impression that food reform is basisound like moral preachment? It Asinong others,
to all other reform on the face of this earfihey JamesAllen makes it very clear that “ change of
claim that if we can only get enough people te foldiet will not help a man who will not change his
low a certain (usually the rawegetarian) diet, thoughtsWhen a man makes his thoughts pure, he
wars will cease, financial depressions will stomo longer desires impure food.” He also says, [
recurring, and spouses will refrain from beatingClean thoughts make clean habits.” Can you, depr
their mates. readey create clean habits out of any other “Stuf
Now, let's keep the record straighfthe writer If not, how do you expect a natural diet (from
himself is not only a vegetarian (and has been farhich you will deviate time and again) to reform
many years) but is a firm believer in the whole your life?
someness of unfired, unrefined, natural food. This is merely a caution against expecting mirg
However he does not believe that food reform iscles in your life from a change of diet alone. It ig
basic to all other reforms on the face of the eartlalso a warning that each and every one, especially
He has yet to see any man or woman become madtese dlicted with severe pathologgo some real
humane or kindly through the adoption of a mordieart searching and thought cleansing if they
natural diet. Humans become more humane; geexpect to get well and remain gochange in diet
tle, and kindly only through sincere heart searchis all right if it is accompanied by a change o
ing and mental purification brought about throughthought. Without a change of thought-habits the
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patient will find that time and again his body will being to all that is pure in the social, political, +eli

revert to its old tricks and ailments. gious, and hygienic departments of human life.
Not food reform but what is basic to food reform There is a law of Nature which makes it impos
will reclaim this troubled world. Food reform sible for the clean thinker to go downward o

is only another of the many changes
which are logically destined to fol
low in the wake of mental, moral,
and heart reform.

the sensual thinker to go upward. “Theg
universe does not favor the gregdy
the dishonest, the Vvicious,
although on the mere surface it
may sometimes appear to do so
it helps the honest, the magnran
imous, the virtuous.” “Man has
but to persist in making himself
more and more virtuous by lifting

“There
Is nothing from
without a man, that
The experience of the writey entering into him can defile
has revealed to him that ver] him: but the things which
few remain on a natural die\ come out of him, those arg

after they have left his care) they that defile the
Those who continue to live\  man."—Mark 7:15

hygienically are usually the better up his thoughts” to find himself
thinkers among the “patient-mass.” In gradually gravitating to food reform and
their cases there has been the requisite change a more humane and sensible dietary
of heart necessary to thoroughgoing reform. The law still holds that all reformation must star
The better world to come will be increasinglyfrom within. Health and growth are always from
peopled by such. Deprive the mind of its malicewithin outward. Nothing can change this eterna
hatred, envyand sensuality and you are bound tarder of things. 0
gravitate by the pure inner law of your natural —James Frank, N.D.

Occult Principles of Health and Healing

by Max Heindel

Some of the most valuable truths about the
origin, functions and proper care of man’s
vehicles to be found on the printed page.

OCCULT PRINCIPLES
OF HEALTH AND HEALING

M ax Heindel, a trained clairvoyant, dili-
gently investigated the real causes of
physical and mental disorders in the super-
physical worlds.

Please order
on page 64

Reveals that man is a complex being, pos-
sessing a Dense Body, used to fetch and
carry; a Vital Body, specializing energy from
the Sun; a Desire Body, the emotional nature; “A treasue chest of valuablenformation.”
and a Mind, the link between the threefold

Spirit and threefold Body. “An indispensable addition to the

libraries of all those who ae concerned

. : : . with the true art of healing.”
Postulates that disease is a manifestation of

ignorance, and points the way to perma-  New Eighth _Edition. 244 pages. Indgxed
nent health by giving fundamental facts nec- ~ Paper Published by The Rosicrucian
essary for intelligent, constructive living. Fellowship.
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HEALING

Health-Giving Thinking

E WHO READS the “signs of the

times” discerns spiritually that we are

now in the midst of a race transition in and | rest in the confidence and peace of the kingdo

which we are taking a very pro within.”

nounced upward swing in the develop  You can have a well bodput you must begin to
ment of the ideal man implanted in us in the beginbuild it with your word. Instead of laying up weak
ning. A new concept of God, man, and the universand sick words in your bodyegin now to speak
is upon usWe must realize all this and go upwardwords of strength and health—and keep at it. Do n
with the mighty uge for higher thingawill God take look at what has been. Letvife tried that, and she

us up to an imaginary heaven in a chariot of fire, onever got beyond the past. Clear out of your mind gl

do we use our mind to lift ourselves heavenward®ubbish about disease, and you will find that non
“God helps those who help themselves” holds gootlas any lodgment in your badijhe thought makes

in the heavens as in the eaMYe begin right where the body and determines the condition it lives in.

we are to bring forth the kingdom of God within us.Thoughts of health are living, eternal things, an
Every problem of life can be successfully solved ithey work with the irresistible power of almightiness
we begin with the use of theAM on the various to tone up the ganism to their own high state of
planes of mind. It is not we alone; it is when we+ealharmony and capability O
ize that we can connect ourselves with the Father

Mind and prove what Jesus said—"The words that | Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisib
say to you | do not speak on my own; but the Fathd#elpers, and our friends and patients may share in
who dwells in me does his works” (Jn. 14:10)—thahigh privilege, as well as add much to the power ¢

our potential almightiness begins to appear liberated healing force, by joining us in prayer for the
If you are given to worry and anxietyink about sick. Our Healing Service is held every evening if

the fearless confidence and trust of the Spiifiis  the Healinglemple at 6:30 (7:30 when Daylight time
will at once relieve your mind of the thoughts thatis in efect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia at 4:1MP
have stirred you, and the power of the Spirit willwhen the Moon is in a cardinal sign on the following
begin its work of straightening out yourfafs. If  dates:

you are overwhelmed with material work and the call

of the outer world, stop and concentrate in thél JUIYL e 6—12—18—26
and say: “I am Spirit. | do not believe in matter or  August..............cc.ccvvene.e. 2—8—15—22—29
material conditions. | have power because | know

that all power is in Divine Mind. Divine Mind now  Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental pictu
sets my thoughts and all myfafs in divine order of the pure white rose in the center of the Rosiaru
Reprinted from Atom-Smashing Power of Mindby Charles Emblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, an

Fillmore, published by Unity School of Christianity, Unity ~ concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.
\Millage, MO64065
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FOR CHILDREN

World’'s Greatest
Pain Fighter

AVE YOU EVER HURT yourself?

You didnt enjoy the pain, did you

Nobody does. Did you know that i

the olden days people felt more pa

than now?you see, nowadays whe
one goes to a doctar dentist, and one has to ha
an operation, or a tooth pulled, it can all be dg
without pain. But it wast’always soAt one time,
it was always very painful.

It might still be todayif it hadnt been for a boy,
namedWillie, who was born on a New Englan
farm in 1819. From very early on, he knew
wanted to become a doctéte enjoyed bandaging
farm animals when they hurt themselves, and {
ing care of them. He also liked going with old [
Pierce on his rounds, carrying his supplies.
there was one thing he didrénjoy: when Dr
Pierce had to operate, the patient always screa
Little Willie, waiting outside, resolved he woul
find a way to end all that pain.

SO. he demdeql to Stqdy eXtra. hard.When he b.A pioneer in the use of anesthetics, Dr. William Morton (hold-
medical _SChOO| in Baltimore. _H'S tuition Was gOIring the flask) demonstrates the first public use of ether in 1846.
to be paid from a farm a relative was going to leave
to him. But alas, the farm was worthless; there wasmmendation, from someone they knew—Ilike Dr
not enough money from it to s&#illie through CharlesThomas Jackson, a brilliant scientiBhis
medical school. man not only recommended the dental practice ¢f

But he still wanted to help people, and find ahe two newcomers, he also let Dorton study in
way to end their pain. So he decided to becomekids laboratory and libraryPerhaps there, thought
dentist; that would take only three monthBathe  Dr. Morton, he might find the clue to doing away
could afford. So it wasrt' very long before he with pain.
opened his practice in Framingham, Massachusetts.Dr. Jackson suggested he use what he call

He didnt stay there very long. He, D¥lorton,  “chloric ether” a liquid that gives dffumes. If a
now got the chance to set up his practice in the bigad of cotton were soaked in it, and applied to the
city, Boston, together with a wise teach@r.  body it would be be possible to take out teeth, pu
HoraceWells. But folks in Boston were slow to in fillings—all without pain. For it would make the
accept stranger§hey needed a good word, a+ec body numb and put one to sleep.
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But Dr. Morton also learned that the “chloric means “not to feel.” D\Wells, the former partner
ether” was dangerous. He experimented on himsetf Dr. Morton, whose experiment had actually
and animals. He didnlike the results, so he gave failed, now claimed for a while that he was the tru
upon it. He decided instead to take evening classdsscovererSo did Dr Jackson.
at Harvard University; perhaps that way he could It so happened thamerica was at war with
find what he was after—a pain killer Mexico, and the army was using anesthetic in it

Help arrived from an unexpected source. Hisospitals. So DriMorton asked the government to
partner Dr. Wells, came up with something thatrule in his favor and grant him the patent to contrg
had to be inhaled, putting the person to sléépn the use of anesthetic. Many famous men in th
one could operate on him or h&ut, thought Dr Congress spoke up in his behalf, but the gover
Morton, was it safe? How to find out? He wouldment didnt act. So Dr Morton asked the big

have to experiment on people. But who would volMassachusetts General Hospital to hold a hearipg

unteer for something risky? and weigh the evidence as to who really discov
A young man was found willing to have a toothered the anesthetic. DiVells did not come. Dr
pulled by DrWells by inhaling the new discovery Jackson sent a spokesman to say that he, [
But it didn't work; it was embarrassing; DiNells  Jackson, had used anesthetic four years before
ran away! But not DrMorton! He resolved to stay Morton. but only on himself, which was why that
until he found a vapor that put one to sleep. He sefdct was not generally knowmhere was no proof
his three assistants all over Boston looking for af this. Even had there been, it wouldmave been
volunteer but found none. So he prayed. “Lord,good enough for the Juyrfor he had not shared
send me a subjectAnd promptly a man came anesthetic with the world.
who had a swollen check and terrible pain, a Mr They presented DiMorton with a small silver
Eben Frost. DrMorton pulled out the painful box. On the top of it were these two lines

tooth, but Mr Frost kept on sleeping a while “Testimonial in honor of the ether discoverer of

longer “A miracle!” he cried when, on waking up, September 30, 1846&nd “He has become poor in
he realized tooth and pain were gone. Next day @ cause which has made the world his débtor
Boston newspaper did a story on this, but nobodflong with the memorial box, they gave him
paid any attention. to it. $1,000, which was a big sum in those days, but n
So Dr Morton had to do something to drawnearly enough to cover DKorton’s needs. For in
attention to his great discovery: He would perfornorder to do more work on his discovety secure
an operation at the famous Harvard Medicafull legal rights, he had been forced to close hi
School, in the presence of its leading instructorgractice and go very deeply into debhe strain
He would remove a tumor without pain by gettingand worry also ruined his healtflet he had been
the patient to inhale while a mysterious glass tubeery happy to give his service to the world.
was held to his mouth. Eben Frost would be pre One hot summer daydriving his carriage
sent to assure him that there was nothing to Aear through NewYork City, he collapsed, was rushed
willing patient was found and put to sledfhen to a hospital, but it was too lat€éhe doctor who
his tumor was removed. On awakening he admitried to save his life said that he “had done mor
ted having felt nothing. “I've seen somethingfor humanity and the relief of defing than any
today which will go around the world,” declaredman who has ever lived.” Nowot even 50 years
one of the doctors present. old, he died in povertyout surely he was rich with
When, a few days lattebr. Morton again pain  God.
lessly removed a tumamore people took an inter P S. Adult readers, especially astrology fsuyf
est.And in more ways than one. Some claimed thawill be interested to learn that the discovery o
they, not Dr Morton, were the real discoverers ofanesthetic came a week after the “discovery” of t
the new “miracle substance,” which came to b@lanet Neptune, ruler of anesthetic. O
called “anesthetic,” from the Greek word which —A Probationer
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