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A Letter from a Mother to Her Child

I gave you the precious gift of life, but I cannot live it for you.
I can teach you things, but I cannot make you learn.
I can give you directions, but I cannot be there to lead you.
I can allow you freedom, but I cannot account for it.
I can taKe you to church, but I cannot maKe you believe.

I can teach you right from wrong, but I cannot always decide for you.
I can buy you beautiful clothes, but I cannot make you beautiful inside.
I can offer you advice, but I cannot accept it for you.

I can give you love, but I cannot force it upon you.

I can teach you to share, but I cannot maKke you unselfish.

I can teach you respect, but I cannot force you to show honour.

I can advise you about friends, but I cannot choose them for you.

I can warn you about drugs, but I cannot prevent you from using them.
I can tell you about lofty goals, but I cannot achieve them for you.

I can teach you about Kindness, but I cannot force you to be gracious.
I can warn you about sins, but I cannot maKe your morals.

I can love you as a child, but I cannot place you in God's family.

I can pray for you, but I cannot make you walk with God.

All the above I can, I will, and I must do. And even more.

I will surely point Jesus Christ out to you, but only you,
if you really want to, can reach out to touch Him.

And if you do, and I hope and pray you do,
then my life's work will have been done!

And, in my heart, I will always thanKk you, and bless you!

For then I will rest assured that even as my hand lets go of yours,
as one day it must, His hand will have reached out,
with love and understanding, to take firm hold of your outstretched hand.
And He will gently lead you on, as your life unfolds to touch the future;
Just as a long time ago, His hand reached out
and grasped the hand of a shy little girl
who was trusting and faithful, though hesitant and fearful,

And helped her become—ujour proud mother!
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FEATURE

Thelnvisible Helpers

There are, there are

Invisible Great Helpers of the race.
Across unatlased continents of space,
From star to star

In answer to some soslimperious need,
They speed, they speed.

When the earth-loving young

are forced to stand
Upon the border of the Unknown Land,
They come, they come—

those angels who have trod 17
The altitudes of God, i/ /
And to the trembling heart I
Their strength impart. !
Have you not seen the delicate young maid,
Filled with the joy of life in her fair dawn,
Look in the face of death, all unafraid,
And smilingly pass on?

This is not human strength; not even faith
Has such laye confidence in such an hour
It is a power
Supplied by beings
who have conquered death.
Floating from sphere to sphere
They hover near
The souls that need
the courage they can give.

pu| ‘seipel ‘reApy ‘0D Bulysiignd [eaiydososayl syl @ ‘spos) ayj jo wopbury syl S,uospoH Aa1goa9) 1oy jrend ‘N suuAmiayig Aq uonensn|||

This is no vision of a dreamermind. 0.
Though we are blind

el

Invisible Helpers a& both human and angelic. This is a Rose

They live, they live,
Filling all space—
Invisible Great Helpers of the race.

—Ella WheelerWilcox

Angel, about twelve feet tall. It may be thought of as an-ethe
ic incarnation “of divine wisdom and love,” even as an Elder
Brother one who has “conqued death.” The human ability
to speak truly healing wds, to have healing in orse’
“wings,” and to project healing light might be so depicted.
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EDITORIAL

Communication—New Devices May Prove Divisive

=5

earned, by survey and intervigthat the most Some send almost cryptically short messages by var
requent cause of divorce is not financial prob ous electronic devices that disallow communicatiof
lems. Neither is it children nor sex. It is lack of or poorand discussionVe seem to be becoming more separa
communication, as in "we don't talk enough,” or "youthan united.The irony is that though we have more
don't listen to me.Astrology confirms this finding. means to communicate, we seem to communicate legs.
The third house of the horoscope is the house of There is a remedy for this and it can be found in th
communicationThe third house is in a trine relation astrological mandala about which Elman Bacher wro
ship with the seventh house, the house of marriage asd magnificentlyThe astrological mandala is a marvel
partnership. Since the trine is an aspect of perfecting,iit the many forms of balance and complementatio
is easy to see that the perfecting of communicatiowithin its structure. In the astrological mandala
facilitates marital successhis same kind of reasoning Aquarius is balanced and complemented by lAs.
carries through to the eleventh house and completddr. Heindel so beautifully demonstrated, the constells
this triad of housesThe triad of the third, the seventh tion opposite to the constellation occupied by the ve
and the eleventh houses is the triad of opportunities t@al equinox in its precession indicates the esoteric sifle
interact with others as equals. Marriage is not a corof things. For example, he tells us that in fge of
sanguineous relationship like the sibling relationship offaurus the exoteric religion was the religion of the bull,
the third house. Both are houses of give-and-take, buthile the esoteric priesthood was associated with
marriage is bound by lgweligious and seculawhich  Scorpio, the sign of the serpeiitis carried into the
is a less strong bond than the bond of blood. Successtime of Christ, who told us to be as wise as serpengs
the give-and-take of partnership under the law facili(Scorpio) and gentle as dovesa(fus).Therefore, if
tates success in the altruism and universal friendship ofe, as esoteric aspirants, want to counter the aloef tgn
the eleventh house which is bound exclusively by lovedencies ofAquarius, we must look to Leo.
The third, seventh and eleventh houses are derivativesLeo rules the heart. Stated as directly as possible ahd
of Gemini, Libra andAquarius, respectivelyThose without any astrologythe time is ripe, and becoming
signs are associated with the element of air more so, to speak from the heart, to have heart-to-hegrt
All signs have virtues and, because we are imperfeatommunications about things which matter spirituallyj
fallen humans; they also have faults when we misusghere is obviously a place in the world to call someone
their principles. One of the faults of the misapplied aifrom a mobile phone to ask them to bring something
signs is aloofness, distandéis is important because it left off of the grocery list, but impersonal, electronic|
can undermine the very communications of which wenessaging must not be allowed to usurp time fron
are speaking. For example, no one seems to likeue, direct communication about things which arg
maneuvering through one of those prerecorded,- automportant.We, the readers of this periodical, are aspi
mated phone systems when it is so much mdigeft  rants to the higher lifale know from the Rosicrucian
and satisfying to speak with a living persdris is  philosophy that such aspirations can only be fulfilled
especially important as we approachAggiarianAge, through serviceTaking time to have meaningful cem
during which technology will become more pervasivemunication about matters of spiritual importance, ang
in society Some say we will eventually have ethericencouraging others to do so, is such a service, apd
machines. Because we have fallen under the influendeis timely. Moreover this counters the tendency to
of the Lucifer Spirits, the danger in aloofness and-indishallow unsatisfying, pseudo-communication vial
rectness in communication is magnifi8de can see it trendy electronic devices.
already Some people sit before television sets for hours Heart-to-heart and spirit-to-spirit. O

SDCIOLOGISTS and family counselors have as though hypnotized and they don't converse mudh.

=}

=)
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Goethes The Mysteries—

An Interpretation
Part 3

At last he knocked. Ovezad, the stars adady
Looked down with shining eyes.
The gate swung open. Thetirers welcomed
Him with open arms andeady hands.
The traveler spoke of whence he canmnfr
what distant place
The command of high Beings had sent hine her
They listened amazed. They knew ¢attia stranger
As a guest, but now they hoadrthe one who had been sent.

sse|b paurels ‘eue|pu|'eABUID ‘YdaINyD dljoyIeD uorIuasald ay) Jo Ale|y Jures

STANZAS 11-32,INCLUSIVE. —
BROTHER MARK IS RECEIVED BY THE BROTHERHOOD . )
Behold, | stand at the dopand knock:
AND HEARS THE LEGEND OF C.R.C. if any man hear my voice, and open the
dc_>or, I.wiII come in_to him, and will sup
ROTHER MARK stands lost in contemplation of thW/th him, and he with me."—Re¥.20
. , _The door is the heart; the knocking is the
Mystery symbol for so long a time that the high stégpirital heartbeat, the tapping of intu
are already bending their bright eyes down upon Fition. The dwelling is the human bodyf
when at last he knocks at the door of the monastagy high e?tate fOI’ humble, ftOVt_Chf_'St II‘? no
; : : respecter or a persanstation In lite,
door opens and one receives him g!adbyth op_en only the state of their soul, theieadF
arms and ready handBhe Brothers press around him, full of inteéness to welcome and skdoves supper
est for this stranger who has found his way to their,doad he tells
them who he is, and from what far country he has come, sent at “Welcome!” an old man cries
decree of higher BeingsThey hearken and marvelhey had at last. “Welcome! if thy mis
received the unknown one indeed as an honored guest, in the (sion bears consolation and
turies-old custom of the monastety which every stranger is Christ hope! Thou seeest us, we all
Himself knocking at the dopsince, “If ye have done it unto the leasistand oppressed, although thyj
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Now they honor haspect stirs our soulélas, our
asthe one who was seithe envoywe would say in common speech; greatest joy will be taken from
but here something more is plainly intendElde Brothers hang upon us. By sorrow are we moved,
his every word, stirred by a heavenly powsrarcely breathing lest and by dread. In a momentous
they intrude upon the unusual guelte sound of his voice, every hour thou comest as a strange
word that he speaks, seems to echo again within their Hédmra$.he  within our walls to share an
relates has the fefct of a deep wisdom teaching, resounding as frolimportant time of sadness and
the lips of a child. In the openness, in the innocence, of his counmourning. For oh, the Man who
nance and bearing, he seems a being from another world. binds all here togethemwhom
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we as FathefFriend, and Leader knowho enkin  an angel promised his coming to his mother; and
dles the light and strength of our lives, will in buthow a star shone in the evening skies at his balp
a little while separate himself from us. He has-himtismal feast; and how a vulture, with wide wings
self predicted it.Yet he will not tell us how or settled in the courtyard among the doves, not rag
when:And so his certain parting is full of mystery ing as usual to harm or injure, but gentle and milg
to all, and fuller still of bitter pain. as if a harbinger of harmony and peace.

“Thou seest all here with grey haisuch as  “He has never told hovwas a child, he found his
Nature herself would give to the ways of peacesister fast asleep, with an adder coiled around hier
We do not admit anyone here who, young in yeargarm.The nurse fled, and left the nursling lying, bu
desires to flee from worldly joy and zest. Onlythe boy killed the serpent with his handshe
after we have voyaged with the lust for life andnother came and sawrembling with joy her
carried the burdens of experience, when the winsons deed and the daughter alive.
no more blows in our sail, then one has been per “And also he never told hgwvhen he struck a
mitted to land here with these honored ones, eonfrock with his sword, a fountain of water sprang
dent that we have found here a safe haven. forth, which flowed with rippling waves down the

“The noble Man who led us here, the peace ahountain side; the companions who saw the-mar
God dwells in his breast. | have walked with himvel dared not venture to slake their thirst from it§
on the path of life, and each period of his life igmiraculous stream gushing forth so silverbright.
well known to me. But now the hours that he-pre  “When a man is raised above nature (as hy
pares himself in solitude announce to us theivine grace or favor), it is no wonder that he
approaching lossWhat is a human being®hy accomplishes marvelous thingge must praise in
cannot a lesser one give his life so that a greatbim the Creatds power that brings such honor to
one may liveThis is now my single deepest leng human weakness. But when a man has, through fri
ing. Why must | deny myself this wish? How als, with much dbrt, overcome himself, then can
many have already gone before me! But of him bne point to him with gladness and sayis is he,
must deplore the bitter los®¥ith what friendship this is his very own.’
he would have received you! It was he who gave “One presses forward with all ogeforce into
this House to us. No one can appoint himself su¢he wide world, to live and to labor and béeef
cessor—and yet, he is already in the spirit, partetive here and there; while the stream of the worlg
from us. hampers and hinders us on every side and wol

“He comes to us now for one little hour eachdrag us away with itAmid this inner storm and
day; he talks, and is more than usually moved; weuter struggle our spirit hears a word it can scarg¢e
hear from his own mouth how wonderfully he hasomprehend: From that power which binds all
been guided by Providencéle take note of each beings, the man frees himself who overcomes hin
new item of knowledge so that it shall not be losself.” In other words, we recognize the old famil
to posterityWe are anxious that every word shouldar quotation:
be written down and his recollections remain pure
and true.

“Although there are many things | would myself
love to relate, | remain still, only to listen, so that In Faust Goethe has Faust sayThen up and
the smallest circumstances shall not be missed Isgek the broad free land!"—meaning the world of
me. Still do | hold all lively in my soul; I listen, Spirit. The same image is used in Greek philo
and am barely able to conceal that | am not alwaysophical writings, applied to the wanderings of
satisfied with what he says. One day | will speak o©dysseus, and in modern esoteric Masonry the
all these things. Oh they shall ring magnificently inphrase “to travel in foreign countries” is used with
my mouth. a like connotationWe struggle to advance into the

“First | would relate more freely and fully how wide spaces of the infinite, which is Spirit, but we

o

-

From every power that holds the world in chains
Man frees himself when self-cooithe gains.
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are dragged back, orfajur course, by the stream what seems unbelievable in fables and poetry
of the world-consciousness. though still highly entertaining, may here be gues

The old man continues: “How early his hearttioned yet enjoyed in comfort; it pleases doubly
taught him what, in him, I may hardly even callbecause it can be taken as true.

virtues: He reverenced his stern fathand was “I cannot praise enough the many unbelievable
obedient. For when his father spoke to him reughthings that have happened.
ly and sharplyand burdened the youshfree time “ And askest thou me how the wondrous one, the

with duties, the son submitted to all this with glad man of destiny (selected by Providence) is called?
ness, as would a parentless lost waif receive a lIHumanuss the Holy One called, the wise one, the
tle gift tendered him out of pity best man that ever mine eyes s8wut his origin
“In storm and sunshine he valiantly attended othou shouldst knowhow it is to be named among
foot the mounted warriors on the battlefield. HePrinces, together with his ancestors.”
cared for the horses; he armed the knights; he pre Thus the old man, eldest of the Brothers, speaks,
pared the table. By day or night he would and would have spoken more, full of the
zealously speed through the woods » wonders that he knew; and he will erter
messengeAccustomed thus to live” And askest thou ™\ tain us for many a week (the poet
only for others, weariness itse’ me how the W0nd|’0U_S promises parenthetically) with all that
became to him a joy one, the man of destiny he has to tell. But then hipeech is
“And in the strife of battle, h/ (Selected by Providence) isnterrupted—as the poeisinow—
was bold and cheerful; he colle| called? Humanus is the | as he pours out his heart to the guest
ed the arrows from the field, an Holy One called, the wis€in a strong flow; for the others,
afterward hastened to gather he. One, the best man that' who had been quietly cdny and
ing herbs and to dress the wounds.. €VEl' MINE €YEeS  going, busy with hospitable dutiem
the fallen knights with his own hands:. Saw their guess behalf, now take the words
His very touch seemed to bring healing; ali out of his mouth, stopping him in full spate.
were alike restored to healthhere was no one  But let us see what the old Brother has revealed
who did not regard him with joy and pride. Onlyto us, discreetly abbreviated as it is.
his father seemed dissatisfied. All the Brothers here are men of middle age (1;
“Light as a sailing ship that goes from port tomore. Only the oldest has known the Founder fro
port, feeling not the heaviness of itsg@rhe bore the very beginning, from earliest childhood. He
the burden of his paresttrials and was obedient knows all the circumstances of his birth and youth.
to their every wordAnd as pleasure is to boys, andThe Foundés infancy was attended by miracles
to youths reputation, for him his fathewill was like those recorded in scripture (and mythology).
all prevailing: Whatever he demanded, each tasistar shone at his baptismal feast, and a vulture set
he soon fulfilled, each trial he stood. tled peaceably among doves in the courtyard of the
“At last the father yielded and acknowledgedancestral castle; which was interpreted by all whip
openly his sors worth.The old mars roughness saw it to promise peace to the Kingdom under the
disappeared. He granted to his son a costly steeggime of the new-born Princas a boy be killed
and excused him from menial services; and tha serpent with his bare hands, saving his baby s|s
youth was given a sword to carry instead of theer's life. But his noble father had no intention of
short daggerAnd so, having acquitted himself spoiling the marvelous child, who went througHh
well [as Knave, and Page, and Esquire], he wate rigors of training for knighthood at his fatiser
received into an Order to which he was entitled bgourt, under his stern eye, and who demanded far
virtue of his noble birth. more of him than any other Precepkoright
“l could continue for days setting out tales thatwould have done. He laid upon the Prince, both as
would astonish every hearddis life would be Knave and Page, menial tasks and onerous duties
deemed the most precious of all fine histories. Fdreyond what was the custom.
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At an early age the youth showed a flair
medicine and healing. Not only was he ce
geous, daring, and perspicacious on the fie
battle, he knew which herbs to lay on
wounds of fallen knights, and his succe:
were counted miraculous; he never los
patient. His very presence seemed to heal
ferers loved the touch of his hands, and w
have no one else for their physician.

At last even his father felt that the youth
shown himself worthy of his high position & '
of the destiny to which he was called; anc \
was admitted to an Order to which his b

X.Empyrean

entitted him. He entered that Orgdravinc ““ Nobie s
fully proved himself not merely the equal “ ‘ zlgt_;i:ea; e e
the superior of every knight in the Ordeéte “‘ vi_ ) ﬁnm%’of Vgen
was not merely a Prince by birth, he we f‘“‘” %, :
Prince by proof of deed. ‘ pi

One may guess that the Order referred
some form of the Order @kutonic Knights, ¢
one of its immediate forerunners; for the-|
sonal emblem of Christian Rosenkreutz
black cross, entwined with the rose plant;
the black cross was also the emblem of
Teutonic Orderwhich is the German branch
the Templars, worn on a white mantle.

It was after this that, when leading his b
of knights through the mountains, he strut
great rock with his sword, and water gus
forth in a streamThe men were awe-struck The Universe of Dante

the miracle and dared not drink of the sib While a heliocentric universe obtains in the physical world, in th¢

bright water The stream of water did not ¢ Desire Wrld the earth is the centelThe Rosicrucian teachings
Cit i d to flow d th tai .~confirm Dantes conception, as Max Heindel writes;THe
up; It continued 1o flow aown thé MouMainsICpygiemajc system is cartt fom the standpoint of the Desir

and through the vallewhere it could still be world—Cosmaq pg. 514. In Dante’geocentric universe the plane
seen to this dayhe old man intimates. tary sphees ae arranged as petals in @se blossom, each spher
Who is this manThe Brother refuses to givebeing associated with a rank of angels. Ehex something of a
. . nether eflection of this pattern in the nine dlies of hell.
his name. He say$jumanusthe Founder is
called, and adds that he is the best man his eyes the “the Renaissance Man.” Leonardo \diaci
ever saw—the best, the wisest, the holiest. He doess such a man, though a lesser dine ancient
have another name, which is to be found amon@reeks had felt that it was not enough to be merg
the great and noble families of Europe, and thily intellectual, or to be wholly spiritual, but held
very House was given by him to the Brotherhoodthat a man must be perfect in every aspect of His
We are to understand that he is calldg@manus being.The ideal is embodied in the motto, $ane
because he is the picture of the ideal human raoaind in a sound bod¥yTo which is added “Aoft
This is what mankind is destined to Gd&e pow heart,” in the Christian connotation.
ers he has attained are one day to be attained by alChristian Rosenkreutz, therefore, is a type of the
humankind. He is the “all-round man” known asRenaissance Man, par excellence, but he belongs
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to the early dawn of the Renaissance, since it mbout 40 2Q&A, p. 249).
said that he appeared (as C.R.C.) in the thirteenthLike the Castle of the Holy Grail, the House of
century and founded the Order of the Rose Crogke Holy Spirit which shelters the Brothers of the
in the year 1313. Popular histories give the feundRose Cross is a mountain castle—one of thos
ing of the Order of the Rose Cross as 1413, and tibeautiful castles for which Germany is famous. It
Comte de St. Germain seems in his stories to foarchitecture is Gothic, but not ecclesiastical. It is
low this dating. Max Heindel, howevehas in “beautiful building,” we are told, when Brother
every instance followed the earlier dating. It is sigMark first sees it. It does have a chapel of som
nificant, and supports Max Heindgldating, that sort hidden away in its interior; but for the rest it ig
the Order of the Knights of thEemple was sup a typical medieval castle, sheltered, indeed, in
pressed in 1312 ; and that this was the era when thently rolling valley in the shadow of a high peak
great Italian poet Dante, who has embodied sbut one assumes that it had the usual features &
much of Rosicrucianism in thBivine Comedy characteristics of a fortress-castle, such as o

lived and wrote. Dante even visited Paris aroundiould expect of the gift of a great Prince. It seems

this time and is on record as deeply deploring thimdeed, to resemble the “Castle Goth” of the Gra
persecution of the Knighfeemplars and the death andArthurian tales, which belonged to Galalsad’
of Jacques de Molapne notes also that the Orderkinsman (not to Galahad himself).

of Teutonic Knights—the German associate- As for the rest of the Brotherhood, we are tq
branch of theTemplars—escaped severe persecuearn that they are not religious recluses, mystic
tion. In a short time, Edward 11l of Englandga¥ who have sought seclusion from the woiltiey,
nized his Order of the Garter (1344), which shellike the Founderare heroes, every one. Shield{

torians recognize that these “poor knights” were igreat hall; lances, swords, battle axes, even chai
all likelihood impoverished Knights of theemple and fetters, attest to what these men achieved
whom he took under his protection; for thissuffered before coming to this House.
Edward was not one of the persecutors of the Here, then, we have an early form of the trad
Temple. Many Templars fled to Germany for tion that C.R.C. does not work with the Church
refuge, as well as to EnglandVolfram Von but only with the governments of the world.
Eschenbach, curiously enough, hadiliafions Goethe evidently believes that C.R<traditional
with the Spanisfiemplars, yet writes reverently of showing to the world was in the guise of a Prince
the English Crusader King, Richard Lion-Heart. a medieval Prince who renounced his throne an
One should not misunderstand the significanckingdom to retire to a monastery (or “college”) on
of the “grey hair” of the Brothers. M/olfram von a remote mountain top, there to continue hi
Eschenbaclks’ Parzival the holy talisman is a researches in secret. For he was an alchemi
“Stone,” a flat stone used as a table, upon whickpecifically a Christian alchemist.
food is served, food miraculously provided by the Now after a long time, how long we do not real
Stone itself. It is described as being in color likdy know, the Founder has intimated that he will bé
garnet and hyacinth (reminiscent of thedeparting.The Brothers do not know when, they

tered a certain number of “poor knights”; and-hisand coats-of-arms hang over their chairs in t]e

Philosopheis Ruby). do not know how; he has not actually said that he

The Knights who dwelt at von Eschenbach’ will die. His mind is soaring into heavenly regions
Grail Castle were not made young by Tladisman, he speaks to the Brothers for but one hour ea
but they remained at whatever age they were whetay, and his every word is carefully noted, to bé
first coming thereA middle-aged man with grey handed on to those who come in later times. H
hair would remain aniddle-aged man with grey has not named a succesdée seems to be waiting
hair; but he would growno older Max Heindel for a certain hourAnd in that hour Brother Mark
says that the Brothers of the Rose Cross whom lagrives at the door of the House. (Continued)]
met had the appearance of middle-age or being —Anne Barkhurst
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Dark Matter—the
Physical Basis for

Mysticism
Part 1

HE RECENTLY formulated scienti

ic concept of dark matter suggests thagkss

we should seriously reconsider the@

timeless mystical perception of the @

physical universe.This paper will A e - e :

show that the traditional physical description promto several major planes of matter or conscious
vided by mystics for subtle bodies and subtle-maness, and that man, in addition to his visible body
ter would today be categorized as dark matter arttas interpenetrating subtle bodies which are mad
that by taking these mystical concepts litetallg  up from each of these planes of matkéost, if not
can utilize this excellent mystical model as a physall, of the spiritual writings and teachings that hav
ical basis for the understanding of numerous-mysmeged from every culture contain this concept.
tical and psychic phenomena. Although the concepts of subtle matters and subtle
INTRODUCTION bodies have been dismissed and ignored by scign

Serious scientific investigations have been putists, mystics have persisted in this knowledge.
forth in an efort to study phenomena such as-subAgainst this background we now have the recenmt
tle enegies (qi or prana), psychic healing, clair scientific discovery of dark matter in the universe|
voyance, hands on healing, healing through prayéiVestern scientists do not know what dark matte
neardeath experiences, and out-of-body experiis, because we cannot readily detect it or see it, and
ences to name a feWhe accumulating scientific yet it produces significant gravitational interac
evidence has generated various models infantef tions.Theories fall into two broad categories: (A)
to account for each phenomenon independentliarge objects which do not emit light, such as th
However these modern scientists have overlookedemnants of burnt out stars, like black holes and
the traditional comprehensive physical explanatiomhite dwarfs, and (B) small objects which are n
which mysticism has provided for these and othecomposed of chged particles and are therefore
related phenomenadraditional mystical teachings not visible. Dark matter is not a rare or insignifi
assert that the creation of the universe is dividedant ingredient, but makes up at least 90% of the

This two-part article, even in its titleetains a physiocentric mass in the universe....
view of invisible “mattef whereas only etheric substanceis  [T]he known properties of the unclgad form

part of the physical world. ¥secall that the seed atoms of the ; ; d
dense and vital bodies@composed dbrces not material of dark ma_tter WOUIC.I be CODSIStent.WIth the physi
substance. Maover due to its exeme densityscientists Cal properties associated with mystical matter from

describe dark matter as havingatig gravitational poper-  other "planes,” the matter that also constitutes the
ties, while the nater of etheric substance is to separate andgptle bodies of humankind/e will show the role

disperse. Nevertheless, this study is helpful in envisionin L
levels of invisible “matter” that can account for the many-fac 8f dark matter subtle bodies in phenomena such ps

ets of existence that@mysteries to conventional thinking. qgi (or prana, or kithese terms may be consieler
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synonymous with life ether—d.clairvoyance, that not only do we see objects because of electfi
out-of-body experiences, nedeath experiences, cal chage (and not because of the properties ¢
psychic healing, the power of prayend other mass) but we can hold and feel objects because|of
extraordinary phenomena and will propose thate properties of chge (and not because of the
this type of dark matter was present before (androperties of mass).
therefore responsible for) the Big Bang which-cre Presently scientists with highly sophisticated
ated visible matter instruments have explored distant galaxies, ard
DARK MATTER have discovered and verified the existence of dafk
Our scientific understanding of physical phe matter The detection of dark matter has to be made
nomena in general has grown enormously in thmdirectly, through the observation of its gravita
past two centuries. During the 19th century outional efect. Because it has mass, dark matter can
understanding of electromagnetic phenomena waxert a gravitational pull on visible matt&o, look
pioneered, and the knowledge that electricity anthg into outer space with our most sophisticated
magnetism are related phenomena and that lightilsstruments we can observe gravitational influences
a form of electromagnetic emggrwas established. on distant stars, gas clouds, nebulae, galaxies gnd
The periodic table of the other celestial phenome
elements had bee na, but we cannot see the
developed and essenti matter which produces
ly completed, and as w{s the influences....
entered the 20th centyr{EE——. = [T]here are two broad
science understood thdSEEES s | categories for the expl2
the elements were CoNEEESE. nation of dark matterlt &
posed of atoms, buseE can be burnt out stars§-
believed those atoms tESeg : white dwarfs or blacg
be the smallest "pieceshss holes—or more relevari
; to this paperit can be

of solid matter The B%
valences of atoms werje matter which is not com
posed of electrically

known, and therefore thdgs
chemical properties of chaged particles.This
atoms were thought to be simple property makes
understood, even though it was not known whyhis matter invisible to our normal vision, and als¢
atoms had certain valences or what basic force wasuld give dark matter the ability to interpenetrats
responsible for chemical reactions. with visible matteri.e., it could pass right through
With the discovery of the electron and the undervisible matter Although the existence of
standing that it was a part of the atom, and after anchaged particles is not newhe discovery of
hard-fought battle with classical mechanics, a newark matter seems t#frent from what is known to
picture of matter and the atom eged in quantum date in that it makes up at least 90% of the unj
mechanicsAmazingly, the chemical properties of verse, and is apparently stabléis huge mass of
matter became attributable to electrical geaithe stable matterpossibly void of chaed particles,
same electrical chge found to be responsible for presents a universe very feifent from that envi
light in the previous centuryJhe atom was found sioned by scientists just a few years ago, and sug
to be made up of low-mass, negatively-gear gests something very new (or perhaps very old).
electrons moving about a small but highly-masThe property of interpenetrability of this type of
sive, positively-chayed nucleus. From the point of dark matter with visible matter strikes a corg
view of the electric field, the atom appears solidwith the subtle matter of the mystical traditioms.
but from the point of view of mass, the atomclarify this let us explore the doctrine of subtle
appears very emptQuantum mechanics showedmatter and the subtle bodies.

—
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MYsTICISM of mysticism, these truths are as real to them as

Mysticism is a discipline involved with knowl scientific truths are to the scientist. By turning
edge and techniques which are of value in assistingward, mysticism has concentrated its exploratio
the individual toward spiritual growth. It is a very of the universe on those concepts which are ¢f
pragmatic discipline, concerned with direct experivalue to spiritual growth.
ence, or awareness of spiritual truth, of ultimate EAsT MEETS WEST
reality, etc., which can be attained through imme The dark matter of interest to this paper can Qe
diate intuition, insight, or illumination. Mystical defined as matter which is void of ched parti
methodology is not based on external experimercles and therefore cannot be seen with our normal
tation, but internal observation....Mysticismvision and can interpenetrate with visible matte
regards intellectual knowledge as an aid to thEor example, if the universe contained "atoms
direct experience of ultimate “truths", but not as anvhich were held together by a "force" other tha
end in itself. This can be contrasted with modernthe electromagnetic force, these "atoms" would not
science which is primarily an intellectual processbe visible to our normal vision and could interpen
quite suspicious and skeptical of direct knowledgetrate with visible atoms. Interpenetration with-vis
through experience. ible matter is a property of dark matter which ig

As an age-old tradition which continues tovoid of chaged particlesWhat the mystics were
develop, mysticism is expansive, covering numerdescribing was a type of dark matter long befor
ous concepts and doctrines. Exemplary amonggientists discovered dark matteiow could they
mystical teachings are those of India anbet, have known that such a matter could exist? In olir
and of particular interest to this paper are thoseveryday life we are unaware of the existence of
beliefs related to the subtle bodies of man (whickhese subtle bodies, but the true mystics haye
form the physical basis of mysticisrfjccording developed techniques which makes it possible for
to this knowledge, man is composed of severahem to experience the universe from the perspec
interpenetrating sheaths or subtle bodies calldile of their subtle bodies....
kosas, which are made up of matter fronfiedént Through our visible body we are able to experi
planes, each of dérent relative densityrhe dens ence the visible world, and through thefeliént
est of these sheaths is what we normally regard asique types of subtle matter of which we consis,
our physical bodythe body that is visible to our man can experience the corresponding outer worjld
normal vision, and which western science hawhen he becomes conscious of that respective syb
explored in great detail.he other sheaths are nottle body...To the mystic who has acquired aware
visible to our every day vision....These sheaths amess of his subtle bodies, dark matter is not dark.
not separate layers forming around a cemtatrare Furthermore, looking at the accounts of individu
mutually penetrating forms of matteirom the als who have experienced these other planes |of
finest matter down to the densest form of mattematter (such as during nedeath experiences or in
which appears before us as our visible bodly  mystical states), it would appear that the sense pf
mysticism, the finest matters appear to be associatéthe and space associated with these various forms
with the deepest truths, or spiritual understanding®ef subtle matter are dérent from that associated

Along with these sheaths or mystical bodies areith visible matter Each subtle body seems to
the enegy centers or chakras, which are also ndbhave a unique sense of time and space, and this
visible to our normal visionThe chakras collect, suggests that time-space relationships are depgn
transform and distribute the forces flowingdent upon the type of matter one is conscious of pr
through them....[A]ll these bodies and chakragxperiencing. Clearly this would make it very-dif
interact with each other to form the whole humarficult to communicate these experiences to thoge
being.To function as a human being, we are-confamiliar with only our usual sense of time and space.|..
stantly using these subtle bodies, even though we CosmoLOGY
are not conscious of themo the true practitioner  We need to consider where subtle dark matter

-
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came from. Our scientific understanding of the Bign turn, are gathered into superclusters. Until abo

Bang as a single erggr event which presumably 300,000 years after the Big Bang, the visible-mat
created simultaneously all matter and time anter in the Universe was a hot, turbulent plasma.

space, is, interestingly enough, not the likelyAccording to JTrefil, writing in the Smithsonian:
source of the dark matter we are discussirte
traditional view of mysticism is that the more If any clumping had started, the intensespr
dense forms of matter were born out of the finer sure of the radiation in the plasma would have
forms of mattera Creation which "is divided into  blown it apart. Only after 300,000 years or so,
seven major planes of consciousness or matter when the Universe had cooled off to the point
Our present scientific understanding of the origins that those nuclei could captirelectons (and
of the Universe indicate that matter was createdthus become the atoms wee damiliar with),
out of the Big Bang about 15 billion years ago. Our could gravitational collecting get started.
understanding of this event is 8cient that these  Unfortunately for cosmologists, by then it was
unique types of subtle too late—not only was
dark matter were no matter too thinly
very likely formed in spread to form super
that event. Subtle dark clusters, clusters and
matter howevey could | groups, it was too dif
have existed before thé fuse even to make th%
Big Bang, because ouje kinds of galaxies wesgs
comprehension of thejs see all aound us.
Big Bang is based on thdg
behavior of visible |
(luminous) matter The
microwave background
radiation of the universe
(the "echo" of the Big . ; _ : intense radiation; i.e.
Bang), and primordial ConceptualArtwork Of A Star Birth In A Nebula matter not composed of
nucleosynthesis (Big Bang atomic nuclear preducchaged particles, an example of which is subtl
tion) are the two quantitative tests supporting theark matterIntense radiationvould pass through
hot Big BangTheory Of course both of these phe this dark matter and so it wouhibt experience the
nomena are based on radiation, producing luminoustense pressurelhus the formation of clumps
matter and observation, as is also the red shifarly on would be possible.
which originally indicated an expanding universe. It is known today that man is composed of mat
We can no longer assume that all matter was créer created by the Big Bang and aged in the sta
ated at the Big Bang, even though luminous mattdyut this new understanding of subtle dark matte
clearly was. Some form of dark matter may havenakes, adAjit Mookerjee says, "The individual
existed before the Big Bang....The cosmologicamanifestation...like a spark of the cosmos, as tf
value of this possibility will be in its ability to human oganism, the microcosm, parallels every
resolve any anomalies which presently exist in outhing in the macrocosnThe complete drama of
understanding of the universe.... the universe is repeated here, in this very Body

0Je100N] 8

What is needed to
account for this is dark
matter which is unaf
fected by light or this

It
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The existence of subtle dark matter before the Mysticism would say that we are composed
Big Bang may explain the cosmological issue-consheaths of mattematter which was created at eac
cerning why matter is not spread evenly througimajor event in the universe, whenfdient types

the universe, as cosmologists would expecbf matter were "condensed" or formed, and the last
Instead, the stars are gathered into galaxies, galacf these "events" was the Big Bang, which was the

ies are gathered into groups and clusters, and thebeginning of our visible mattefhe seven days of
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Creation may refer to the seven stages or events CHAOQOS
the Creation of the Univers&his can be viewe To the Rosicrucians, as to any occult schoo|,
from the point of view of consciousness or matteithere is no such thing as empty or void spdoce.
since the sense of time and space appears to them space is Spirit in its attenuated form; whilg
associated with the type of matter involved matter is crystallized space or Spirit. Spirit in man
Instead of the universe going from no time-spactifestation is dual; that which we see as Form is the
matter to our present sense of time-space-mattinegative manifestation of Spirit—crystallized ang
the universe was created in fdient stages of inert. The positive pole of Spirit manifests as Life,
time-space-matter galvanizing the negative Form into action, but both
So time and space are dependent upon the foiLife and Form originated in Spirit, Space, Chaos!.).
of matter one is dealing with or conscious of.| I Chaos is not a state which has existed in the past
would appear then that consciousness on the stand has now entirely disappeared. It is all around
jective level equates to matter and the time-spaws at the present mome/ere it not that old
associated with it on the objective level. One-carforms—having outlived their usefulness—are-con
not say which causes which, or which is more funstantly being resolved back into that Chaos, which
damental, and, therefore, ultimatetpnsciousness is also as constantly giving birth to new forms
and matter are the same thifidnis suggests that there could be no progress; the work of evolutio
the physics of subtle dark matter is incomparabléwould cease and stagnation would prevent the pgs
This would suggest a universe composed of-varsibility of advancement....
ous "unique" types of matter with unique proper In his Physica Commenius, the Rosicrucian,
ties, a unique force to interact with, and a uniquwrote: "Ad huc spiritum incognitum Gas vqQto
sense of time-space.... i.e., "This hitherto unknown Spirit | call Gas."
We can further state that each unique type cFurther on in the same work he says: "This vapc
dark matter can strongly interact with its own typewhich | have called Gas is not far removed from
in a way analogous to how visible matter interactthe Chaos the ancients spoke of."
with visible matter Each type of dark matter can We must learn to think of Chaos as the Spirit
generate its own unique form of eggrin a man | God, which pervades every part of infinity; it will
ner perhaps analogous to how gemgenerates then be seen in its true light, as the occult maxi
electromagnetic engy. Long-range interactions puts it: "Chaos is the seed-ground of the Cosmog,"
can then occur between corresponding forms (and we shall no longer wonder how "somethin
subtle dark mattefThis is not readily visible of can come out of nothing," because Space is npt
detectable by electromagnetic seeking devicesynonymous with "nothing." It holds within itself
(including our eyes), but could be observed whethe germs of all that exists during a physical mar|
one experiences one's corresponding subtle boifestation, yet not quite all; for by the wedding of
and sees the world through T®he existence of Chaos with Cosmos there is something ne
thesubtle bodies and chakras provides a strorbrought forth each time, which did not exist
theoretical basis for the explanation of numeroubefore; something that was not foreshown and
phenomena, such as qi (ki, prana), out of bodlatent.The name of that something is Genius—thg
experiences, near death experiences, clairvoyantcause of Epigenesis.
enegy healing through touch and prayegincar It appears in all kingdoms. It is the expression g
nation, and other related phenomerfnd | progressive spirit in man, animal and plant. Chag
explaration of these phenomena provides very-coris therefore a holy name; a name that signifies th
vincing evidence for the existence of subtle bodiesCause of all we see in Nature and inspires a feeling
and thatthe universe includes enormously mareof devotion in every tried, true and trained occultist
than comesvithin the range of ordinary vision and He regards the visible sense world as a revelatign
present day science. (Continued) U | of the hidden potentialities of the Chaos. [
—Deno Kazanis, Ph.D —Max Heindel,Cosmg pp. 247-252 (selected)
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Mediumism—Causes and Consequences

EDIUMS RADIATE a peculiar beings of that statd&.he known history of some of
and subtle odor in their physical those who kept open house for unknown being

atmosphere, as a flower emits awhich have then obsessed and controlled them
perfume which attracts insects. should be a lesson to others who want to be medli
Elementals, spooks, shells, dwellersums and to all those who desire to develop thelir

and vampires seek the physical atmosphere ofs@nses astrally

medium and through his body as a channel to reachlt is hardly possible for one in a thousand t¢
the physical plane in order to satisfy themselve®scape the clutches of the inimical creatures whig¢h

Such a medium is one who has in the past or in ttege likely to obsess the unprotected on the for
present life desired the inner use of his senseglane or on the astral plar&t seances, public or

principally sight and hearing. Nearly every mediunprivate, there may be present elementals of the

thinks that he is specially favoréy the “spirits,” four elements, or mere astral forms, or wraiths ¢

—

who tell him that he, the medium, hesme special dead men and desire ghosts of dead men, called

and important mission in the world. spooks, shells, monsters, cloaks of vices or el

One who desires to develop mediumship frementaries, which may be either feeble and innoc
guents seance rooms and desires apparitions; ous or strong and malignant. Desire ghosts of st
sitting in the dark in a negative condition, waits foliving men may be there too, but this happen
impressions, the appearance of colored lights aarely. All these entities crave sensation through
spectral forms. Or he gazes at a bright spot so asttte activities of living beingsThey want to bathe
become negative and unconscious in order tm and absorb the feelings and force of the living
induce control. He may sit as one of a circle wherehich they cannot do in their own state but only
all desire communication of some kind with thethrough a human bodyhe desire ghosts of living

“spirit world”; or he may use a planchette or Ouijamen want more power to add to their own. If the

board to get into such communication, or hold anoral nature of the medium is strong, the unsee
pencil and yearn to have something push it. Hentities that may enter are either of a better class

may gaze into a crystal to throw the vision intoare too cunning to oppose at once his moral-stan

focus with astral pictures. Or he may take narcoticdards As the astral body of the medium is used b

to have his nerves fatted and put in touch with these entities, it loses its force and its power

the radiant-solid, or astral, state of the physical planeesistance until there is no opposition to the-cor
The psychic destiny of all who trespass upotrolling influence, which is seldom the same fo

this state is the same, whether these practices amey length of time.

followed or whether one chooses to be hypnotized When the astral counterparts ofjans are weak

and so forced into the astral state by the will oened and broken down, the entities which have

another They become slaves of irresponsibleused them discard the mediwmody for other

This text is eprinted with permissiondm Hawold Pecival’s ) . . . .
THINKING AND DESTINY, published by The & Foundation, mediums. So that even if a medium is at first-cor

Inc., PO. Box 17510, RochesteNY 14617. E-mail: trolled by an entity which seems above the usu
logos @wod-foundation.com; &b: wwwword-foundation.og  inane beings which are called controls, this entit

bodies furnished by new persons longing to bge

U == W

14

n
or

y
f

Al
y

14

RAYS 04



will discard the medium when he is | A RE-ExisTiING DOER PORTION AND ITS STATESAFTER DEATH
down. Then creatures of still lower ord:

will in turn obsess the medium. Fine
there is the sorry spectacle of a human
den by creatures less than human, w
goad him in various directions, as a mor
astride a pig will bite and drive ifThe
medium and the control both desire se
tion, and both get it.

The entities that come from the other :
of death are exceptions to the multitud
doers ppproximately Egd who have
passed on. Death is followed by a cc
from which some doers do not recover f
long time After the coma, some dream, ¢
some live over events of the past life.
all awaken at some time, become consc
that they have passed through death, _ . . cc mome
after a time they are judged; then they ©f intra-uterine life
through purifications, and then into a s
called heaven, or ressde figue at righ).
While they are being judged and while t Third three months ¢
are being purified, they cannot return
earth. But before their judgment, some of thentloersAlso, doers that are in a coma or in a dream
may, on rare occasions, return to the radiant-solithay be awakened by the strong desires of the
state of the physical plane. living who would hold converse with them. So 4

Sometimes, if the departed doer dreams of oneusband would disturb the doer of his wife, or &
of those present, it may drift into the physicalmother that of her child. If they come into contact
atmosphere of the medium. But then its whispermwith a medium, theybecause of their strong
ings and breathings will be only the vaporings oflesires, can, through the atmosphere of the -megl
the dreamerAfter waking from the dream and um, reach and pull on the departed doer and bring
before going to its judgment, the departed doet back to the radiant-solid [reflecting ether] state.
may, on rare occasions, come or be drawn into the There the doer is like one suddenly awakengd
atmosphere of the medium to communicate witfrom a dream—confused, uncertain and unfamilig
one of the living, either to give some informationwith its surroundings—and so can give little inrfor
or to express regret; it appears when its breathformation as to its condition, though it may be able t
[approximately vital body is clothed with matter answer some questions. Such doers are ignorant of
taken from the mediurs’astral body their own status and of their futuréhey do not

Another class, few in numhesf doers that may know any more than they did in life—they do nof
return, are doers who, when overtaken by deatkpow as muchThe doers of the restless and thg
know that they have left undone something whichvorried, who have left something undone angl
they had wished to dénother class are suicides, therefore seek the earth, are sometimes allowed|to
drunkards, murderers, misers, and those withome back to have what they wished carried out.
whom money was almighty; their dreams bindThe great majorityhowever are the earth-bound
them closely to the eartAnother class are doers doers, those of the hard-hearted, inhuman, anfd
who have thought little in life, and will not have fiendish and with them suicides and drunkards.
much of an afterdeath statsll these are at least These often seek the earth through the atmosphé¢re

Composite
happinesg
Peaceful | Section

Purified
breath-for|
section

Purification

of breath-form
Separation
from lower

section "
\

Embryonic life
section

thought sectiol
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of a mediumAfter a while they are taken away |
and so deprived of the means of satisfying the il
greed, lust, and crueltiNo doer can return after
the judgment.
The desires that were shakerf afe nothing
more than cloaks of vices, without conscience an
without a form, but are venom, lust, and greec._..
These are again earth-bound, but they are nj
doers; they are writhing, shapeless, or monstro
things, which seek the earth to fasten on a humdss
and obsess hiniThey are sometimes called €le §
mentaries, or “soulless” being3hey seek the & & |
atmosphere of a medium so that they can fasten S g .
it or on some other human through it. If they get ‘A table levitates in tint of witnesses during a séance with
human, they lay hold of him at the sex part or thmedium Eusapia Palladino at the home of astmer
. . . Camille Flammarion in France on November 25, 1898.
solar plexus, like a poultice or a crab, and ooze ii;
or they jump on the neck like a cat and eat into it Like a mob no longer restrained by gated,
and disappeasinking into the body swarms of spooks and elementals are ready to rus

urewoq aljqnd 01oyd

What is called materialization takes placen. But there is a law that too many cannot come at

through the preparation of an atmosphere and ance, else they would destroy the medium. Usually

channel through which the creatures which manithe medium has a so-called control which protects

fest pass from the radiant-solid to the solid-solichim after a fashion against the onrush.
[dense physichktate.The atmosphere is made by Then there issues, usually from the side of the
the audience; the friendlier its attitude, the morenedium, a soft, bluish, phosphorescent, plast|c
complete and easy will be the materializationstream, which is matter withdrawn from the four
These persons think: “What will come?”— “l want fold physical bodyand visible because of the radi
to see my husband.”—"l want Black Hawk, theant matterThis stream gives body to the material
control.”—*Will my investment in Blue Sky izing spook or elemental, then called a “spirit.’
Petroleum shares pay?”—"Is my lover faith This may have an entire human form, or only &

ful?”—“Shall 1 make the voyage to Brazil?”— head or a hand or other part. One or two or ev¢n
“Will Bright Eyes tell me if | have a tumor?”— more forms may be manifested at the same timg,

“Who stole the silk fromWeavets store?”—“Was  depending upon the vitality furnished by the medi
Mabel murdered or has she eloped?”—*“Is Johnnym and the audience. Not only human bodies, bl
safe in Heaven?"—“What do the spirits do infabrics, flowers, musical instruments, bells, table
Summerland?”—*Where do we go when weor other things may be manifestéthese bodies
die?"—"Have the spirits any message for me?” and things are hard or flexible to the touthey
These thoughts—selfish, inquisitive, emotionalcan be examined'he “spirits” may lift someone
and silly—are so many currents in the rodiney in the audience, or they may be lifted themselve
revolve around the medium and they may interfer@ll these manifestations are made of the materia
with each other Sometimes it is asked that afurnished by the medium, and reinforced bijuef
melody be sungA melody produces a magnetic via drawn of from the fourfold physical bodies of
bath and arranges the currents so as to prevent thisie sitters through their physical and psychi
crossing.The thoughts roll around the medium,atmospheres.
and soon create a whirl which is drawn into the The manifestations may last for a few seconds ¢
medium as a centefhen the conditions are ready for hours, depending upon the vitality of the medi
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for a materialization.The atmosphere has beenum and audience and upon the harmonious wish t
created and the channel is ready have that particular form remain. Skepticism
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ridicule, disbelief, and opposition to the manifestaever the sitters desire, and get the sensatioyps
tion will interfere with or dissipate ifThe mani  afforded them by direct association with huma
festations cannot usually be done by daylight, angeings. At seances the admonition is given tg
more than a photographic negative can be satisfalselieve in “spiritualism,” in order to excite the
torily developed in sunlight. Sunlight and strongcuriosity of the sitters, to hold their thoughts and t
artificial light interfere because such lights are harspget them to think of the departed as also living bt
in their action on this finer mattepreventing its in the “summerland,” another world connectec
expansion and formatioml.he manifestations are with the earthThe purpose is to raise recruits for
easier and better in the dark, or by soft moonlighinediumship, and to open the partition between the
or low artificial light and in a cloudy or moist air physical and form planes and let the ghosts of dead
Such air furnishes a better magnetic condition. men partake of the desires of the livilGe medium
A seance is like a play in which the actors-congives his personality for exploitation by the
verse with the audienc&he medium furnishes the spooks, and they give to the medium thrills an
costumes in which the actors appesand the audi  stimulation.This is at the seance; when the mediun
ence, though unknowinghdecides what charac is later alone, the body may be simply obsessed
ters the spooks shall assume. Sometimes the chand the elementals and spooks do with it what they
acters represented are genuine spooks; then,-if arwant, to get sensation.
one in the audience will help them, they can tell At seances another class of entities may appear;
about their own past experiences and present coiiney are nature elementalShere are hosts of
dition. They can do this, howevesnly because of them, too nhumerous to classiftyut one category
the Light available through the thinking of thewill illustrate. In one of the aftedeath states, dur
audience. Most frequently the spooks or elemering the purification of the dogthe scenes which
tals masquerade as the person desired by the audere lived through and which are made up of elg
ence. Frequentlythoughts are in the atmospheresnentals are separated and thrownbgyf the doer
of people in the audience, of which they themOther nature elementals seeking sensation and fun
selves are not conscious. But the spooks and elill coalesce with these ejected bits of scenery and
mentals sense these thoughts and impersonatdl appear at a seance to enact them through the
them. So the ordinary Bills and Janes, the manfiner bodies of the medium.
Napoleons, Shakespeares, Cleopatras and Quee danger that faces the present race as its-possi
Marys, appearThe spooks have no intelligence,ble psychic destiny is that, like many older races,
nor have the elementaldVhatever reasonable it may adopt a new form of ancestor worship,
information is given is developed from such intel which is a worship either of the shades, that is, the
ligence as the audience may furnish. In rarastral bodies or of the desire bodies of the disem
instances a disembodied doer may impart infermaodied doers. In the growth of human races thefe
tion of moral value. It is possible that informationis a tendency to leave the normal path of progregs
of a higher order may be given at certain periodsnd to branch étowards the worship of ghosts of
It is possible, but actually has been so rare as to bige dead. Such worship has always been disastrqus
negligible. to a race; not only would it stop civilization, as it
Everyone taking part in such materializationgdid with those who worshipped the spirits of
gives something and gets somethifpe sitters, ancestors in China and parts of India, but it would
be they one or mangive a portion of their finer shut out the light of knowledg&his condition,
bodies and vitalitywhether they will or not; and however impossible it may seem, might be brougll\t
they get the entertainment, such as it is, and thebout by the increase of what is called commun
experience; but they get no information exceptation with the dead or the “dear departed.|
such as may be brought out from the other sitter§ortunately the great majority are against the
no new information is giverThe elementals and ghastly and ghoulish practices at materializatioh
spooks give amusement and pretend to give -whateances. O
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Father of the Gods

FIRST MET ERIC
somewhere among the
fiords and clifs of
Norway He was one of
those strange characte
sometimes met within foreig
countries of todgythat take
you back hundreds of year
and seem to belong to so
past civilization now lost
beneath the dust of time. Eri
Oleson was a true Norsema

cetainly well rewarded for
my time. He was a master story
teller, and it was from him that
| learned the strange, sad <30
ries of the gods of the Northegn
Lands.The skald and the pczt
still lived in him, and as r»
looked with longing eyes to tlga
snowclad mountain tops agd
told of the castles of tte:
Immortals built of the spears f
heroes, it seemed as thot jh
if ever there was one; roug Asgard rose from its ruin befc 2
with the strength of a giant our eyes, and Hlidskialf, tt.2
and yet with the tender heart c Asgard great throne of Odin, still stood
a child. His long, sandy hairgrr]‘;[.‘sutr‘é"f? Age'sgdii% VNV(;*SiCmrﬁat”hig% “ggd towering over the world, where
flowing beard, and eyes likey . "onode or C?tad'el of the gods’ysituat% atiige gods stood and judged of
those of a hawk seemed tzenith and eached on|y by the rainbowthe works of men.
speak of days when the gre:bridge, Bifiost. Asgad contains twelve glitter ~ One day we were standing
dragons with sails set skimmew'(ggvf;‘r?_?;'gTzinzgsv)sggﬁgggt’rt‘ﬁeojvézg“'L:‘Ig on the edge of a fjord,
t_h_e sea, and the_ gods S?Iemlspirit, or the clear light of the twelvecﬁrl?tive W_hOS€ _rough and stony
filing down the rainbow bridge hjerarchies, with the lower worlds. sides still showed where the
fought and loved with men. hammer ofThor had struck
Eric seemed to feel this also, for like some phantorand broken them when he was fighting with
of the past came back to haunt the places that htlte giants of ChaosThe path by which we
been dear to him, he climbed the lofty crags andad come wound in and out and was speedi
wandered among the hills, a stranger in the land dbst to view among the rocks. It was a grang
his birth. In many of the towns and villages which land imposing view: far above us the glacier
have since passed through | have asked the histdnoked down, their summits bathed in golder
of this lonely man, but no one knew whence he haslunlight. Below in the deep shades of the
come or where he had gone. canyon, a tiny mountain stream wound like @
| was a young authpwith considerable money serpent among the rocks. Opposite us a gre
and some talent, traveling through Norway inpillar of granite, carved by nature into the
search of material for a book that | had a hazy idelmrm of a massive toweiseemed to rise from
of writing at some future time, and seeing in thighe very bowels of the earth. It was one o

outcast a possible charagtémade it my special those grand, rugged scenes that tell bettg

business to cultivate his acquaintance. | wathan words the mystic tragedy of the norther
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myths. towards the light of truth.” Eric pointed to his fere
“Yes,” explained Eric as we sat down, “in thehead. “Here is the seat of the gods, and here Od|n,
days when the earth was young, the flame gianthe All-Father, sits and with his queen judges the
and the frost giants fought among these mountainkyes of men.The rainbow bridge is but the mind,
and their footprints have left great hills and valleyghat great link which connects the spirit above with
all through Norway and Sweden. “ the bodies belowMy son, it is true, every word,
I could not help smiling at the idea, but with allandAll-Father still walks the earth as he did before
the seriousness possible | aske?" - —=m the days of Ragarock and the times
“Do you really believe these ' " of fire and lava.”
strange legends?” “They are a ! : “What does Odin look like?” |
true, my son, but like all grea = J = asked, impressed in spite of myself
truths they must be understoo = } “He is a strange and wonderful
to be believed,” answered th d being,” answered Eric, “and when

Norwegian, a strange faway look
in his eyes.

“But these Gods never reaII)
lived, did they?”

“Would you like to hear the true | &
story of the gods?” he asked i=f
reply. 5}. -

“Yes,” | answered, and prepare; '

to take notes of the legends that k

he walks the earth, he disguiseg
himself that no one shall know he is
a great one. He lives with the peo
ple and teaches them the mysterie
of life. He is all wise, for he ga £
one eye to Mimir that he mig it
have knowledgeAll of us must dc¢?

the same, for he that has two e3e
can never see the oneness of all life.

12}

"z

| remained silent for several min
utes after Eric had finished speak
ing, for the words that | had heard
awakened within myself a feeling
that | cannot express, but it seemed
: == . as though somewhere, sometime,
our land, the same as the Chrija e SESVIIE  had heard them before.

; e Suddenly the Norwegian rose to
with him a great rellglon Far foin often'appeanngm d|sgu|se amondns feet and taking his sfasaid,
the heart ofAsia there is a placemen, as the Ego is clothed and €ompointing to the great granite shaft
called by many names in man¢ealedin its lower bodies, Odin (thgnat rose from the canyon, “I am
lands, from which all religionshoric Mexury) is typically pie o, that rock,” and with

tured with two (mental) ravens andd0INg OVer on that rock,” and w
came, and it was thence that Odtwo wolves (desir body). His head out offering any other explanation
came—a master initiate of thegenerates an amorphous solar syshe walked away
Mysteries. He came in the long-forte™ and a rainbow-like halddin |5y for several minutes with

. (Wotan, Wden) is believed to be a L

gotten past and brought into thesajant of Buddha, indicating that €Yes half closed, thinking of the
mountains theWisdom Religion. this Initiate came sm the cradle of Strange tales | had been listening to
There lived here then only ¢heAryan Epoch in centrahsia. when suddenly | saw Eric standing
strange, wild people. It was among them that Hen the very top of the toweshaped bouldeHe had
founded the Odinic Mysteries, around which havehrown his blue cape over his shoulder and had his
been woven the legends which you know broad-brimmed felt hat drawn down over his eyes|

“These are the stories of the development of the “Mr. Martin,” he called, his voice sounding clearly
soul, of the battles of the elements, and the chainiran the still air “you came to Norway to write a
of the wolf of passion. Far up on the top of theébook, and you shall write the wonder book of thg
mountains is the city of the gods, and all of us arages, the history of the god$e world knows little
climbing these heights as we lift our lives upwardf those who labored and died for mankind in th

told, but for some strange reason,
never put anything on paper :

“Well,” he began, “many cen {8
turies ago a great one—shall Wi
call him a god or a Master? iy
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dim ages that are gone. It little knows of the Greadearly that they flee frorwalhalla to be freeThey
Ones that today walk the earth and live and lovare armed with a sword called "child of distress|
with men.You ask if the gods really live. Look!” He (representing the courage of despair), wherewith
pointed to the mountain tops, and as | watchedthe rebel against creed and dogma ever arms him
rubbed my eyes in amazement, for high in the skgelf, casts conventionality to the wind, and seeks
the walls and towers of a mighty temple were formtruth. Wotan sends his minions after the fugitives

ing themselves out of the mist. and bids Brunhilde, th&alkyrie, who represents
From across the void came a voice, “Beholdhe Spirit of Truth, to help slay them. She refuses
Valhalla, the city of the slain!” andWotan, who has made himself invisible, parries

A strange light began to fill the valley with tiny the sword thrusts of his valiant son, Siegmund, who
particles of dancing colpwhich slowly drew them s killed in the unequal fight.
selves together and formed a wondrous arched The dominant church does not view with com
bridge of rainbow tints, one end resting on the stegdacence the secession of its children. It would evan
of Asgard and the other on the shoulder of roclprostitute the Spirit ofruth to do its bidding, and
where Eric stoodThere also stood Heimdall with when that fails, it uses subtle means to accomplish
his mighty horn, his white clothing shining like theits ends. Its intentions were good, but it has degep
mountain snow erated As Wotan puts Brunhilde from him in tears,
As | watched, Eric turned and walked slowly upto sleep on a fire-girt rock, he tells her that she shall
the Bifrost Bridge, his blue cape with its flecks ofnot wake till one appears more free than he himse|f.
grey swaying in the gentle breeze. Truth cannot be found in creed-bound religion; who
“Who are you?” | cried, as the figure reached theseeks it must be untrammeled by allegiance to any
temple steps and turned to wave its hand. one.
“I am Odin, theAll-Father, the creator of the  Such is Siegfried (translated, he who through vig
gods,” came back the voice from above. tory gains peace), the son of the slain Siegmund and
At the same instant Heimdall, the one of thehis sistetwife SieglindaThe latter died after giving
mighty horn, blew a thundering blast. Long beforebirth to him. He is thus free from fathenother
the echoes of its last notes had died away in spa@md all earthly ties; his only heirloom is a brokern
the city of the gods had melted away and the-rairsword, the "Child of Distress." Fostered among the
bow drifted into nothingness, a seething mass dfliebelungen (ordinary mankind), he feels his divin
fairy lights. ity, and chafes at the limitations of his sphere. His
| sat alone on the slab of rock, amazement anfdster father Mimir, is a cunning smith, but every
awe fighting for control. “No, no,” | cried, “this sword foged by him is shattered by the young giant
cannot be, | must be dreaming.” at the first blow Oft had Mimir tried to foge the
“Eric, Eric,” | called with all the strength | pes "Child of Distress,” and failed; for no coward can
sessed, but the only answer that came back was ttie that. So long as we fear the church, public-opin
wailing screech of an eagle which soared above andn, or anything else, we cannot free ourselves.
circled around its nest among the crags. O The courage of despair overcomes feand
—Manly P Hall  Siegfried finally foges the sword himsel¥vith it
he slays Fafnethe dragon of desire, which broods
; ; over the treasures of the earth, and Miris fos
Max Heindel on Odin/Wotan ter father the lower nature. He is then absolutely
Wotan is the chief of the gods, who arefree. A bird, the voice of intuition, tells him of
always at war with the giant§hey built a Brunhilde, the beautiful Spirit afruth, who may be
fortress called/alhalla where th¥alkyries, daugh awakened by one who is fearless and free. Siegfri
ters ofWotan, bring the faithful who have fallen in follows the bird of intuition on his quest; but
battle defending the faitilruth lost its universal Wotan, his ancestpseeks to bar him with his spear
aspect when its warders walled it in and limited itrepresenting the power of creed upon which the
But Wotan has other children who love truth sosword in Siegfried's hand was once brok&hat
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There is in northern mythology a reference to th
still earlier cult [thanWotan, Freya, LogeThor,
etc.] wherein the deities of the water were wor
shiped; but the gods we mentioned superseded
them, and are said to ride to the judgment seat evary
day over a rainbow bridge, Bifrosthus, we see
that this religion dates from the dawn of the preseit
epoch, when mankind had emed from the waters
of Atlantis into the clear atmosphereAufyana—in
which we are now living—and where they saw thg
rainbow for the first time.

It was said to Noah, when he led primitive
mankind out of the Flood, that so long as the sign o¢f
the rainbow remained in the clouds, the alternating
cycles of summer and wintaright and dayshould

A T L | not cease; and the northern myth also shows us the

iy o ' gods gathered at the rainbow bridge in the begin
Odin and Two Ravens Aantee %84 ning of this era. It and the gods remain until the

A more Jehovisticendering of Odin/\dtan shows the god with moment Whgn th|§ phase of our eVOll_Jt'on _'S endej
forbidding visage, one eye open, which, contrary to the for an event which will be shown to be identical with
going interpetation that views this as a symbol for unitary the description given in the Christi@qnocalypse,

vision, may be construed as the inability to see into the depthhich the Scandinavian myth will materially help
or hiddenness ofeality, confined to a flat surface or the fix to explain

ity of formulated truth,esulting in ceed and fundamentaim. k ] o
Truth is universal, and unlimited. It knows no

sword is stronger since Siegfried ded it, and boundaries, but when the Ego enveloped itself infa
Wotan's spear is weaker since the first bléov  ring of separate vehicles which segregated it from
creed always weakens when assailed. Siegfried, tioghers, this limitation made it incapable of under
free and fearless one, shatt¥vstan's spearand standing absolute truth.
pursuing his way through the fire to the rock of the Therefore, a religion embodying the fullness of
Valkyrie, he enfolds the beautiful Spirit ®futh in  pure truth would have been incomprehensible to
a loving embrace and wakens her with a kiss.  mankind and unsuited to help them. Hence, as|a
Thus, the ancient myth told the truth seeker whathild who goes to school and learns a few elemep
was required to find trutiWe must leave father and tary lessons the first yeato prepare it for more
mother creed, dogma, conventionalities, preconcomplicated problems laterso humanity were
ceived opinions, and worldly desires behind; weyiven religions of the most primitive nature to
must never fear conflict with established authorieducate them to something higher by easy stageg.
ties, but we must follow the inner voice through fire  Thus, the warders of religion, the gods, are repre
if need be; then, and then ontan we find truth.  sented as desirous of building a walled fortress $o
Therefore the Rosicrucians insist that all whahat they may entrench themselves behind that wall
come to them for deeper teachings must be freend focalize their powers against the other
from allegiance to any school, and the candidate faith....When that wall surrounds the gods, they
not bound by oaths at any stagéhatever promises have lost the universal light and knowledge; therg
he makes are made to himself, for liberty is théore, the myth tells us that part of their payment tp
most precious possession of the soul, and theretise builders of/alhal was to be the Sun and Moon
no greater crime than to fetter a fellow-being in Furthermore, when religion has thus limited itself
any mannerMay we all remain true to the greatbehind the wall of creed, the spirit of decay is intro
heritage, and valiantly resists any infringement ofluced; it waxes old as a garment....
this sacred right. ‘etters to Students —NMysteries of the @&at Operas
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MYSTIC LIGHT

A Modern Magician

A Story of theWorld’s GreatestVar—Soul \ersus Self
Part 2

APTAIN BENSON turned his eyes office, he felt thankful indeed for the aspect which
wonderingly on his companion. his outlook on life had so recently assumed. Just jat
“Brownleigh, cut that outAfter all  this juncture a light tap sounded on his outéicef
you have seen and accomplisheddoor Brownleigh was a real estate dealer and was
that is not worthy of yourhere is no at that moment expecting a man to look over se
true happiness to be found in the ‘flesh pofeu  eral plats with a view to selecting a locatigvhen
know it as well as IAnd not only is there no real he opened the dadrmis surprise certainly could not
happiness, but they are dangerduse glitter and have been greatefor Mamgaret Cathcart stood
the glamour are false lights—uwill-o-the-wisps,there before him, looking up with eyes so wonrdef
worse. | am never forced to attend one of thesklly clear and blue that, for the moment, hegfuir
functions without coming home filled with intenseall else, even the ordinary conventional greeting.
sadness. Look where those people are and think“I—I think | must have lost my way up here.
how far they will have to travel before they evenFather is in the dite of Dr. Brown, the dentist,
begin to wake up to the realities of life, whichand | was to call for him. | know thefae is on
sooner or later all must do.” this floor and | thought it was fowix-nine.”

“Yes, it is pitiable, and the light that dazzles is And then Brownleigh suddenly recovered hig
not good for the sight at any timéet, somehow mental equilibrium. “Why certainjythe mistake is
the air of assurance and ease possessed by that reagy to makeThe doctors number is fouseven-
and his daughter for a moment stirred the old-timaine, and the next door to it is unmarked like m
ambition in me for wealth and power own. If you will pass on down the hall you will

The Captain laughed. 60 are not the only child find it about five doors to your left. Shall | go with
who after he first puts his childish toys aside, inyou to make sure?”
odd moments is tempted to turn back for just one “No, thank you.” Magaret smiled frankly up
more gameThose are the tests, and every one metto his eyes. “¥u have set me right on the num
bravely serves as a stepping stone to the highber and the rest will be easly shall not foget
life.” again.Thank you.”

Long after the two men parted for the night, She was gone, and Brownleigh, seated in hjs
Brownleighs mind was tormented by recurringchair, found his brain awhirl, his heart beating
thoughts of the pleasures and self-gratificatiomapidly, and his nerves atingle with a sensation he
which money in abundance was able to procurelid not even attempt to analy2éd/as it fate, or
But sleep, when it finally came, was peaceful anevhat was it that had brought this wonderful ereg
unbroken, and the following morning, sitting in histure to his very door? If she was beautiful the daly
*The plot for this storywritten by Kittie Cowen, was @+ before '_n auto coat and bon.net; she was exqwsne,
vided by Max Heindel. Continuesfn Mach/April ‘04Rays  entrancing, adorable today in that gauzy waist, g0
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daintily concealing, yet so daringly revealing, andzery soon made known his desire to have annex
the wonderful hat with its upturned brim of blue.to the city a certain piece of ground lying adjacen
Great gods! what demons possessed him? He rase“Terrace Heights,” which certain topographica
and perturbedly paced the floantil finally inter  conditions rendered undesirable and comparativ
rupted by the arrival of his client. ly worthless. Brownleigh pointed out this fact,

A drive over the city and several hours in thestating that his position as a real estate deal¢

open air brought on a sanenore sensible mood, whose word went far with his clients, would not
and when once back at hidioé desk, he vowed permit him to give a favorable report on the-pro
with all the intensity of his highly tensioned beingject.

to forget Magaret Cathcars' face, and forever The Judge dropped the subject for the time, ran
banish from his mind even the most incipienta bell, and ordered a servant to bring refreshmer
desire for wealth and power the moment suchnd ask his daughter to join him, as he had a gué
thoughts again attempted to assail him. He haid the library Then while they waited the Judge

asked forTruth and much had been given to him inadroitly led the conversation to a discussion of thie

sacred trust. He had chosen his path with opesoming city election and an opinion as to the-me
eyes, and he loved its narrow shining Wy he its of the various candidate&nd then Magaret
knew that the true light, steaqyure, all-cleansing, Cathcart and the refreshments simultaneous
had signalled him to come up highéte was arrived.

through with deceptions, delusions, and fancied Margaret was charmed to meet all of papa’
human greatnesand again his heart beat normal friends and Mr Brownleigh in particularfor she
ly and his nerves held steady and tildeblessed was quite sure he was the same gentleman who
peace enveloped him. kindly came to her rescue a few weeks befor

Several busy weeks followed. Real estate washen she had been lost in the mazes of a Fiff

active. His days were filled with clean, honestAvenue ofice building.
business dairs, his evenings with studgervice, Did Mr. Brownleigh like music? she questioned

or congenial companionshifll unconsciously to when the glasses had been removed. Somehow $
him, his strong, clean personalitys keen, analyt just knew he did. She could always tell from the

ical mind were beginning to be noted by men ofvay people looked, and she had purchased sucl
discernmentThe city election was not far distant really exquisite little song only that afternoon
when one afternoon he was surprised by a televhich she would sing for him if he would please
phone call from Judge Cathcaould it be con  be kind enough to turn the pages for.Heapa
venient for Mr Brownleigh to drop in at the always turned them too quickly or else not soo
Judge$ home that eveningPhe Judge knew he enoughThen she sang in a cletnue soprano, not

drove about the city a great deal and he wished tne but several tender little homey selection$

consult him relative to a certain piece of preperSuddenly she turned and looking up straight anc
ty—wished his opinion, in fact, relative to its frankly into her companior’eyes, as if a sudden

value. recollection had entered her mind, bringing with it

Brownleighs astonishment was so great that han idea all her own.
could scarcely keep his voice under control while “Why, Mr. Brownleigh, you are the Mr
he promised to make the call as requested in tligrownleigh, the real estate man | hear so mug
early part of the evening. His better judgment toldabout everywhere, ardnyou?And, papa, why do
him that he should not have accepted the Jsdge/ou not try to interest MiBrownleigh in that prop
invitation so readilyif at all, but a wild hope that erty of ours that | am so much interested in? It i
he might once more meet the Judggaughter put just west of our place, MBrownleigh, and if it
wisdom, discretion, everything to flight, andwere annexed to the city it would treble in value.’
promptly at the appointed hour he arrived. Brownleigh felt his heart suddenly thutb be

The Judge was waiting for him in the library andforced to speak the truth while gazing into thos
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clear blue pools, to dim their bright sparkle with grounds to be platted, property listed. He was co
shadows of disappointment—why had he beencious only of the luxurious cahe perfectly liv
called upon at this moment of all others to perforneried chaueur, a pair of wide open, intelligent
SO unpleasant a task? blue eyes, a cheek soft and velyeand scarlet,
“I have been talking with your father about thatsmiling lips.
land, Miss Cathcart, and | certainly am sorry to tell Margaret Cathcart was intelligent, wittgnter
you the thing that my honest judgment forces me&ining and a diplomat to the ends of her finge
to do, but—" tips, and when she finally left Brownleigh on the
“Ah, bother being sorry and honest judgmentgsurb before his dice building, she had won from
and all that. Of course you are sorry if you say sdiim not only a promise to assist her in the city
and daddyl am sure, banks on your judgment if heelection campaign, but an expressed opinion th
mentioned any kind of property to you; but beforghe tract of land adjacent to éfrace Heights”
you say another word more about it one way or theould be easily converted into a condition whick
other just suppose you and papa and | drive ouwould render it a valuable addition to the city
there tomorrow and look the tract ovand then, Alone in his room that night, he again took uq
of course, we abide by your decisiodfou will do  the old battle between the higher and the lowe

that wont you—for me?” She softly qualified as self. On the one side were his initiation vows—t

she saw him hesitate. vows of an unselfish use of the great occult powg
“Certainly, he will,” the Judge said, rising and entrusted to his keeping—vows which would kee
joining the two at the piano. “It will be a pleasanthim poor and unknown, so far as the world and it
drive, land or no land, annex or no annexglamour were concerned, but vows which, if faith
Brownleigh, | know we have already detained yodully kept, would serve him as a steadyhite
longer than we should, and as | saw you dismidtame, lighting the pathway which would lead to
your taxi when you arrived, my daughter and | willthe unfoldment of tho higher self, the God within
be pleased to drive you over to your club. No,-realOnly too well the white light pointed out the way,
ly, it is no inconvenience at all, as | wish to see #hat he not only loved but knew himself in hono
man there and ought to do so yet tonight.” bound to tread. But that was not the way ¢éaet

Alone in his room Brownleigh never closed hisCathcart, bewitching, alluring, desirable, trod. Foy

eyes that nightThe former temptation assailed sweet and adorable though she was, she was, a
him, the same old fight was on. If Benson weref the earth most earthn the one side, angels
only there, or if he could but flee to the safe havewith fair, ethereal hands beckoned, beseeche
of Mrs. Boyingtons home. But both were out of implored; on the othebewitching creatures with
the city The fight was his and he must make hissiren graces and seductive arts lured himTdre
stand alone. Morning found the battle still drawnman’s brain became a seething cauldron in whic|
Breakfastless, he went to hisfiog, but eficient the two contending forces battled and struggleq
work was impossible. In his heart he knew he waitstormed and sged. Morning found him still hope
ed—lived—only for the moment when Mgaret lessly at sea, and breakfastless again he went to
Cathcart should arrive to take him for the promisedffice, hoping that by plunging diligently into
drive, and yet he knew equally well that that drivavork he might for a time at least gain surceas

ought never to be taken. from the conflict of the two contending forces that

When she came, her father was not with. hewarred so ceaselessly within. Scarcely had h

Business had detained him at the very ladtegun when a decisive rap sounded on his outler
t

moment, but business was business and the -chadbor, which opened before he reached it to adm
feur as often drove her out alone as with her fathedudge Cathcart and his daughter

now they would have no need to hurry and there “So this is where you work, is it, Brownleigh?”
was so much to talk over anywdrownleigh for  the Judge questioned, extending his hand in gres
got all about his own #irs, clients waiting, ing. “Margaret piloted me here.”
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“And you see | did not get lost this time, Mr his daughterand to the Judge he became, as he
Brownleigh,” she said, smiling frankly up into histook care to accomplish this, a close friend and
face. confidential adviser Judge Cathcart had first

After some moments spent in friendly conversasought him out because he had discovered in him
tion, the Judge made known the object of his visia man endowed with a keen intellect and unbeung
He had two or three pieces of property he wishedd enegy, two attributes the combination of which
to dispose of and wanted to put them in the hands one person is so rare and valuable an asset. Lgter
of a live, wide-awake real estate man. He likedhe came to depend, if not actually lean on him.
Brownleighs methods and had decided to ask him It was when Brownleigh felt quite sure of this
to do the work. He had friends who would followthat he asked Mgaret Cathcart for her hand in
his example, he was sure, if Brownleigh was-suanarriage. Had Ma@aret been free to choose, there
cessful with this commissiorA little later the was no doubt what her answer would have been.
Judge and his daughter withdrew But some four years previous, while away af

Brownleigh was not slow to realize what Judgeschool, she had secretly given her hand in marriage
Cathcarts patronage meant. It spelled success ttm a young manThe whole dhair had been a
him, and success in & letters. Buoyed up on the delightful, romantic experience, until rudely termi
wings of desire for great achievement, he dared taated in less than a week by the young husbapd
dream the wildest dreams in relation to himself aneing called home to accompany his father on |a
the Judges talented daughteFor an hour or more trip to Africa in the interest of some valuable min
he sat steeped in the ecstasy of that delirious)g property It was then that the two had decided
intoxicating illusion. Judge Cathcatson-in-law! to keep the marriage a secret until the father and
Margaret, whose hand he had not as yet dared pr&on returned. Many unforeseenfidiilties were
sume to touch, Maaret his wife! His breath came encountered by the two while abroad, but succepgs
quickly in little excited gasps. Mgaret, the warm had smiled upon them at last, and now they wefte
ness, the nearness, the clearness ofTheg!white  returning amply repaid in a monetary sense for gll
light, the peaceful, consecrated wayild, deliri- the time spent and hardships endured.
ous, maddening happiness, the pursuit of osne’ While the girl listened to Brownleigs’passion
mate! The chaste, pure, holy life of the celibateate pleading, she thrilled alternately with ecstagy
God! Why continue the struggle? It was Maret and despairThe man was wonderful. He had
he wanted, Mayaret, life, and the present momentexceeded her wildest ambition for the mate she
With his knowledge of occult powers—if he would have selected as her own, and he had done
betrayed his vows, of course—he needed the hefpuch, very much, for both herself and her fathey
of no man. He had only to stifle the voice of €on And yet there was something about him she could

t
5
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science, plunge in boldland win. not quite comprehend—something that almog
The decision once made, he did not hesitate. Hrepelled, even while it attracted. It gave her a sen
first move was to changefafes to more preten of the nearness of a thing that was evil, close in the
tious ones, and the possession of money was hisry atmosphere, separating her from him; a thing
21

t

e

first aim. Money he must have, for proud, ambiwhich, if absent, would have left him almost as
tious Magaret Cathcart could be won in no othersaint to be adored. She became nervous, frigh
way. Here he was not for a moment at a loss to knoened, as he gazed into her eyes, his own growing
just how to proceedwith his occult power the larger, glowing, luminous. For a moment he
stock market was to him simply a playground, foiclasped her gentlpossessivelyo his heart, press
invisibly he could attend the most secret meetingsg her lips in consuming, unifying love. Her being
of those who knew the trend of stocks and use tremost melted into his, when suddengmember
knowledge thus gained to further his own purposesng, desperately she caught her last shred of self-
As a matter of course his success was phenomgossession and dropping her head on his shoulder
nal. He went about much with Judge Cathcart anldurst into an agony of tears. (Continued) [

RAYS 04 25



MYSTIC LIGHT

the Lay Bible

for as many as eleven books.
Many biblical phrases and queta
tions have been interwoven into
in the cultural and spiritual ¢ : Shakespearean text#ccording to an
life of western peoples. Both =g & { © inventory of this subject, Shakespeare
stand pre-eminent among forces that have > quoted from no less than forty-two books of
built up the finest and most lasting features of the Bible and thépocrypha.
our present civilization. Embodying all the great Shakespeare and the Bible are inexhaustib
fundamental principles lying at the very heart ofsources of inspiration. Every age discovers in the
life, they have been interwoven in the fabric of outhat which it most needs. Hence, the continuou
daily thought and aspiration. Countless expressiorflow of expository material ever since their first
that have been given to those principles in art anappearance. Reinterpretation becomes necessary
literature have been directly inspired by sacredonditions change, as knowledge widens and
scriptures on the one hand and the lay bible afxperience deepens. But whatever the changes,
Shakespeare on the other Bible and Shakespeare live on. In every age tf
There appears to be ample justification foreternal verities hold good, and nowhere else c4g
regarding Shakespeare as a lay (Grémks, these be found in the fullness, beawatyd sublimi
people; therefore, nonecclesiastical) bible, whety with which we meet them in both the Bible ang
considering its many correspondences, inner arfshakespeare. Barring scripture, Shakespear
outer with those of the Holy Bible. Both are best plays constitute mankind's greatest study of ma
sellers. Both comprise a collection of books, théAfter God," writesAlexander Pushkin, Russia's
Holy Scriptures having sixty-six and Shakespeargreatest poet, "Shakespeare is the greatest creg
thirty-seven. Both have theiApocrypha. Both of living beings. He created an entire humabhity
have concordances cataloguing every word of the These plays deal with man's outer and inng
text. Both have called forth innumerable commennature; with worlds visible and invisibl&he two
taries. Special libraries have been dedicated to thesirdes of life, the material and spiritual, are treate
exclusive studylIn dictionaries of quotations, the with equal certainty and consistente supernat
Bible and Shakespeare lead all other works. loral elements in the dramas are not incident
Bartlett's volume of quotations, the New and Oldlevices introduced for the purpose of theatricg
Testament combined take up thirty-seven pagesffects. They are fundamental to the theme
whereas Shakespeare requires no less than ofieyone possessing keys to their deeper impost di
hundred and twenty-two. cerns an added wealth of wisdom. No one familig
Phrases from these master works have furnishedth esoteric doctrines can have any question as

closely related treasures &

authors with countless titles for books and articlesShakespeare's familiarity with the wisdom of the

One single phrase from a soliloquy of Macbeth's—Hluminati.

"tomorrow and tomorrow"—has served as the title Occult studies of magic, black and white, are
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given illuminating treatment iRichad Ill andThe saying that while it is true that the féifence is
Tempest respectively The spiritual significances only one of degree, it is a discrete degfié®t is to
of theWinter and Summer Solstices are unfolded irsay there is a point on the rising scale of values at
The Whter's Tale andMidsummer Night's Bxam  which a new factor enters and a new principl
Under the veil of fancy and frolic, the latter is & vir becomes operative, which results in bringing somg
tual transcription of the mystic marriage ritual aghing new into being. For example, all life is one
enacted in the Eleusinian Mysteries—in keepindput not all that lives is humamhere is life in plant
with which the locale of the drama is a wood neaand animal. But when a plant takes on the facully
Athens.The Sonnets translate the Hermetic -docof feeling, sensing pain and pleasure, and becomes
trines into poetryWhile tragedies likiHamletand capable of locomotion, it becomes an animal; and
Macbethbring the beings and forces of the inter when an animal takes on the rational faculties gf
penetrating spiritual world into visibilityfeach of mind it becomes human. Discrete degrees mark the
the dramas treats of some occult law or spirituadistinction between the kingdoms of life and
principle. This constitutes its esoteric theme.nature.
Everything that finds expression in the unfolding Applying this concept to literature, Swedenipor
plot arises inevitably in accordance with the naturebserved that such a discrete degree divides sacfed
of this central archetypal idea. from secular literature. Sacred literature is first of
In considering the inner features common tall purely religious. But not all religious works are
Shakespeare and the Bible, it is to be observed thedcred scriptures. In order to qualify as such, thgy
all literature may be divided into two classesmust deal with spiritual matters and also possesqy a
sacred and seculasacred literature is accreditedcertain internal contenthat is, concealed beneath
with having come from a higher source of inspirathe outer form and embodied within the history angd
tion than the seculabivine wisdom is accredited biography the fable and parable, there must needs
with having found expression in the bibles of theébe a spiritual structure, an esoteric content, clearly
world in a more direct and immediate manner thaperceptible to those who have developed withip
any other literature. In other words, it is a part othemselves the necessary spiritual cognition, byt
the religious belief of all peoples that in sacredunrecognized by those who see no more than "the
scriptures God establishes direct communicatiofond eye doth teach."” Sacred scriptures, morgover
with man, revealing Himself therein in a specialare records of the life, works and/or teachings gf
manner and imparting, to those willing to receivggreat world Saviors. Consequentlthey deal
them, mysteries pertaining to inner spiritual life,exclusively with the deepest spiritual mysterieg
and ways and means by which man progressivelyithin the grasp of man.
unfolds his latent divinityWith this general con Summarizing the foregoing, we may say that lit
cept the esotericist is in full agreement. erature which deals with spiritual life and is built
There are, howevesome who maintain that the around worldTeachers and Saviors, and, in addi
distinction generally made between sacred and setton, embodies an internal structure based on the
ular literature is purely arbitrary and that, while themysteries, becomes, by virtue of these severgl
classification serves a useful purpose, there doedtributes and elements, sacred scriptukésither
not exist factually such a sharp line of demarcatiofiterature takes a lesser rating.
as many people believ@dhose who hold to this  Turning to the entire remaining body of non-
view believe that the only ddrence between sacred literature, it will be found that this, in turn
the two classes is one of degree, the oneggimgr also falls into two major divisions. In the first divi
imperceptibly into the otherin support of this sion we have the literature that is possessed of an
position, they point out that human elements havénternal" sense; in the second, the external .only
certainly crept into sacred scriptures and thathe former like sacred scriptures, is rooted in the
sacred truths are often given superlative expressidysteries and contains within its outer form g
in secular literature. veiled body of clearly @anized arcane wisdom;
At this point Swedenbgrprovides an answer by whereas, in the latter class no such interwovgn

11%

174

RAYS 04 27



esotericism is presento the exotericist, therefore, devoted to revealing the Rosicrucian connection;
no such distinction as that which we have made isut it is so ingeniously involved in the banter of

accepted as valid, for the simple reason that theords that only those possessing the keys to i
very existence of what we call thievine gnosior  veiled meanings will read it arighthe scene cles

secet doctrineis completely unrecognizedhere eswith a remark addressed to Goodman Dull; ref
are learned works about spiritual matters, religiousesentative of the unperceiving multitude, that dur
experience, and even about the Mysteries thenng the entire scene he has not spoken a word. "N¢@,"
selves which do not possess this internal senseomes his response, "nor understood none ngithgr

They may be highly inspired works, yet only-sin Shakespeare has been called "The Rosicruci
gle-structured. On the other hand, we have workiglask.”" Max Heindel is authority for the statemen

like the dramas of Shakespeare, which the worlthat the works which bear the name of Shakespeg

does not regard as "spiritual” literature but whichand those that bear the name of Bacon were-infl

by virtue of their double structure, enshrine a eomenced by the same Rosicrucian Initiate. Othg

pendium of initiate wisdom comparable only tooccult writers point toward a similar conclusion.
that which informs sacred scriptures. Hence, the In the class of literature we have here describe
lay bible Shakespeare's dramas stand suprdimey are not
For true authorship of works bearing the name afeligious works.They are not Christian, Buddhist,
Shakespeare, one must peer behind the veil that Hindu ScripturesThey are what we call secular
conceals the Guardians of the MysteriHsere are dramas, worldly plays if you like. But so transeen
to be found the Illuminati of the race, the custodident is their beauty and so luminous is their inte

ans of ageless wisdom, dispensers of the truth thaal content, that they have held countless million

sets men fred here, unrecognized and unknown toenthralled during their uninterrupted performanc
the multitude, is that company of exalted Being®n the world's stages ever since their first appes
we call our Elder Brothers, who release into the@nce four hundred years ago. People see and r¢
world, from time to time, through suitable andthe plays for pleasure and pastime. In doing so thg
qualified human instrumentalities, revelations mosexpose themselves to a magic that, by its ve
needed for their development. nature, works upon their inner being, imparting t(

It is to them we must look for the mighty creativeit basic patterns of the good and the true and the

impulse that manifested in Europe as thdeautiful, chaging it with impulses that propel it
Renaissance and found its primary English expresipward on its godward wayhe magical influence

sion in the brilliant literary lights of the Elizabethanwhich they so exercise derives from that element

Era—the greatest of which was Shakespéldras, which flowed into them from supdiuman levels.

Shakespeare becomes a link in a chain of inspirethese elements are purely spiritual. It is their pres

mediators through whom the race of men has conence in the dramas that truly makes o
into possession of an eviacreasing knowledge of Shakespeare's plays humanity's lay bible. [
the divine Mysteries. —Rosicrucian Fellowship StaMembers
The works of Shakespeare, like the music-dra
mas of Wagner Goethe'sFaust Dante'sDivine : .
Comedy and a few other books of comparable Shakespeare a Rosicrucian?
rank, are designed for esoteric as well as exoterf@—he unfortunate “Baconian theory” has still g
reading. They are direct communications from number of followers, especially in the United
planetary centers of divine wisdom. In the case dbtates,where people are far away from the €on
Shakespeare, the source wasWesternWisdom vincing atmosphere of Stratford-éwon. This lit-
School of the Rosy Cros3o the esotericist, no tle town in the heart of England, where

other evidence of this provenance is required thaBhakespeare spent the greater part of his life, sfi

the works themselves. But specific signaturesireams amongst its hedgerows and its roses as
cryptically conveyed, are also present in the dradreamt in Shakespeasetime.All its dreams are

mas. InLove's Labour's Losa whole scene is now of him, whose great personality has left it$
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mighty imprint in the Memory of Nature. who did not adhere to the letter of the churclh,
Nobody in the least sensitive to the vibrations ofvhether Roman oAnglican, Papist, Puritan, or
such records can stand before the old church whidbrotestantThe illustrious son of an Order much
tells of his baptism and burial, or walk among themightier than the church in spirit had to use secré¢t
flowers in his garden, or see the mists rise and fadlcript if he wished to disclose to contemporaries
over the river without knowing not only that and posterity the fact of his sonshim make the
William Shakespeare was an inhabitant oimethod doubly safe, he put identifying words intg
Stratford, but also that a great Spirit lived andhe mouths of jesters and clowns where, in the midst
moved and had his being there. NotWilliam  of apparently nonsensical puns, jugglings with bad
Shakespeare, an obscure gondro is said to have Latin, and mutilated scraps from other languages,
sold his name to be used as a mask by Francisonorificabilitudinitatibus” seems nothing but the
Bacon, an unscrupulous nobleman, does the hdlizarre product of a fod’fancy a jingle of jestés
lowed atmosphere of Stratford tell, butWflliam  bells.
Shakespeare, the immortal poet, himself a nroble For his brother Initiates, the presence of the wornd
man by virtue of his genius, and close friend oflone was stitient because it was the accepted
Francis Bacon, the great scientist and true aristpassword. But the time was approaching when the
crat of the spirit. power of the church should wane and the existen
The Baconian controversy was chiefly arouseaf the Order which guards the spiritual welfare of
by the presence of a certain keywordAot 5, the Western Race should be made manifest.
Scene 1, in ShakespearebmedylLoves Labouis ~ William Shakespeare wished posterity to be-cog
Lost This word, which is claimed by the Baconiansnizant of his connection with this Guild of the
as the strongest support of their theagnsists of Spirit, so that his dramas might be read and unde
twenty-seven letters and reads: “honorificabilitu stood esotericallyTherefore he interspersed the
dinitatibus.”The way in which it has been exploit talk of jesters with hints that call our attention tg
ed so as to yield “proof” that Francis Bacon was théhe word and enable us to read it, even if we do npt
author ofWilliam Shakespears’plays is a warning know it to be the ancient password.
example of the fallacy of a method of investigation Those ignorant of the existence of the Mystery
that ignores the existence of occultism and itSchools can never decipherAtMr. Dull, who wit
guardians, the Initiates of the Mystery Schools. nesses the conversation, is thus addressed at the
The word, which the Baconians consider theiend: “Good man, Dull, thou has not spoken @
exclusive propertywas well known in medieval word.” Whereupon he replies: “Nor understood
and Renaissance times—Ilong before Bacon antbne neitherSirt” This Mr. Dull is a constable.
Shakespeare—among mystics and alchemists cohhus, the poet revelations to those who under
nected with the Rosicrucian Ordé&/hen occurring stand are yet perfectly safe under the very eyes |of
in a book or manuscript, it disclosed the fact thathe law established by exoteric dullness. His senge
the author was an Initiate of this Order at least a of humor evidently delights in this fact, which is
pupil of an Initiate. By the alteration of a letter orthe pivot of the Comedy to us, the knowing
two, the degree of initiation could be indicated andExoteric critics unanimously pronoundeoves
valuable hints given which nobody but thelLabours Lostas the weakest and “dullest” of
Rosicrucian could understand. Only the RosicruciaBhakespears’'works.
knew of the existence of the Rosicruciambeir The long word represents a cryptogram, and the
secret had to be carefully guarded because of theords hidden within it are Latin, for this was the
persecutions of the exoteric church, which punlanguage of religion, science, and mysticism
ished, with torture and death at the stake, th#aroughout the Middl&ges. But the classic Latin
“heretic” who believed in esoteric Christianity had degenerated. “Mor&k’ Latin” had become
Even as late as Shakespeartme, inquisition proverbial, and the Latin of the alchemists, thoug
was rampantWitches and sorcerers were burnedyell adapted to their purposes, was not of the best
and poison and daggers lurked everywhere for orlend. Says Holofernes, the Pedagogue: “I sme
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false Latin.” He also speaks of “rackers of orthogof the “Princess” to whom the “Nin&/rthies” are
raphy” who “abbreviate or introduce fanatical fan to be presented in the “posterior of the day”; that i,
tasms” into the spelling of wordshis is a hintthat in the late afternoon, presided over by the sig
we have to rearrange letters and restore abbrevikibra, the natural sign of the seventh houBee
tions to the required length. He further mentiongrincess who lives in the seventh hous¥esus,
“the almsbasket of words” and “scraps” from thethe ruler of Libra, in which sign the great initigtor
“feast of languages.This means that fragments of Saturn, the ruler of Capricorn is also exalted.
words have been thrown together without order This is an allusion to th&¥enus Initiation, the
and it is for us to join them and enjoy our find. Outthird of the four Greater Initiations, for which the
attention is called to “good new=ifrangel trans  Lesser Initiations prepard&Vith the assistance of
lated asgood spellor gospe), to tidings of the the allusions which precede and succeed the Hig
“new man,” to the “man of peace,” and to theword, it is not dificult to find the seven words
“Christian.” The latter is constructed which it containsThe first and last of these seven
from “Priscian! a little scratched ——= “honorabili” and “initiatus,” are almost
‘twill serve”; and “Chirra,” instead clear also “ordoni.” “Filius,” and “bis”
of the usual salutation, “Sirra.” % are easily found, especially if we
Furthermore, a “consonant” anc arrange the letters in coupléde
a “vowel” are brought to our were told that we should find
notice.The vowel is “I”, the con “Christian.”
sonant is “S”.The two letters Finally, in case we have not
symbolize initiation and consti found “Rosicrucis” while
tute the Caduceus, or dtaf the 9 . grouping the letters, our atten
Initiate. In Holofernes, the \\ i i tion is guardedly called to it as
Pedagogue (or teacher), a Z / containing the vowels “o0” and
Initiate speaks to us, for he “teaches “u” besides the “repeated” “I”,
from the horn-book,” which is the and the “S”, which has to be
book of initiation, and those thSh""keslOear wiites for all ages of man repeated also, to represent the sp
receive these teachings are said _-d many levels of understanding. ral path of involution and evolu
be “singled out from the barbarous.” tion, in contrast with the straight path of initiation.
Michelangelo, in his sublime statue of Moses, The staf of the Initiate is alluded to when we
depicts the lawgiver with the attribute of rams’hear of Hercules'enter” (involution), “exit” (eve
horns. From time immemorial, these have beelution), and his “crushing the snake” (initiation).
symbolic of the Initiation of the Lamb—of the New Through initiation, the spiral or serpenath is
Dispensation beginning with the coming of thechanged into the straight and narrow walyough
Lamb as the Sun by precession went through ttifew have the grace to do it.”
sign Aries. The jesters refer to the Lamb and to Three of the seven words end on “I”, four on “S”
Aries by mentioning the “sheep” and the “horns” inin correspondence with the three higher and foyr
the form of which the new sigAries is shaped: lower vehicles of man, and we readonorabili
(T). They also speak of the “sheep” (the signOrdoni Christiani Rosicrucis Filius Initiatys
Aries), with a horn addedHornin Latin iscorn @s  which means: a twice initiated son of the honorable
in cornucopia,or horn of plenty). If we add the (or honored) Order of Christian Rosenkreuz.
word corn (or a penstroke representing it)®o the The seven words contain fifty-four letters, twice
symbol for Aries, we obtainl3, the symbol for the number of those forming the big word, but th
Capricorn, which is the sign of the gate to thevalue of fifty-four is the same as twenty-seven,
Castle of the Grail, or to th@emple on the namely nine, of which it is said in the Rosicrucian
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MountainTop (mong where initiation is given. Philosophy that it is “the root-number of our pre
Furthermore, we hear of the “Nin&/rthies,” sent stage of evolution.” W
the nine initiations into the Lesser Mysteries, then —Ben FingerJr.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Creative Power
T the mystic composition of that bH’IO
ninth hour of § liantly shining sun! g
the day | Then | saw other suns,

retired to my : ; Ak i some less brilliant, some
room, as AT 5 . Bl infinitely more brilliant3
usual, to enter into th AN ol - - o than my own—galax§
silence and to prayAfter l upon galaxy of resplers
some time spent in meditX | dent, revolving suns! §
tion, 1 began to pray foM B

knew that these other s?s
more freedom, more powe contained thdruth, the goo
greater vision. | asked for mor¥

W comprised in other beings,
freedom from all earthly care o other servants of the Master
worldly bondage so as to serve n1y 3 4 Then my spirit soared, expanded,
Master with greater powel yearned g eESCutass®” and seemed to view the whole universg
and pleaded that | might be able to - - of worlds, of suns revolving in the
conquer all bodily weakness, | The Pleiades Star Cluster, immensity of space: this one was
. or the Seven Sisters o .
overcome all fleshly desires, to Le more brilliant, more beautiful than
enabled to consecrate all my gifts and talents to thtee others.
service of my God in ministration to my fellow Then | became aware that tremendous power
creatures. went forth out of every suVibrating, life-giving
My thoughts became stilled curious lightness power pulsated from sun to sun in rhythmic harmag
stole over my very sense of being. My spirit seemedy which was most wonderful, most glorious to
to rise above my body wonderful sense of peace, behold! | understood by théisdom of the Spirit,
of love, of power entered into my consciousnesghat this pulsating power was creative, ever creatirjg

174

The spirit was free of the bodwll was light. I new suns, more suns by power of the harmtmgy
could see-see into the infinity of all space. Spacecreative vibration issuing from the universe of exist
and time had ceased to be. ing suns.

| was perfectly calm and conscious. | looked again at my own sun and the suns qf

A light began to form before my sight, graduallyother beings, servants of the Mastard | saw that
increasing in magnitude and in pow&hen | saw my own sun and the other suns, representing the
that this concentrated brilliance of light began taood, and the truth of my fellow servants, were also
revolve, emitting rays of light and of powdtrwas creating other suns! It was all harmony
asun! Then by the omniscient power of the spirit | Then a voice seemed to say: “Behold the mystefy
knew that that brilliant, shining sun, emitting rays ofof your Gods creation! Good creates goorituth
light, life, and power in all directions was myself! | createsTruth. Love creates Lovénd this is the
knew that all the truth, all the wisdom and knewl Law of Love Divine, that the Good must ever grow|
edge, the experiences of my life, all the love an@ver progress, and create more Good; this is Love
good that were in me, were concentrated in the | was enraptured by the marvel of my vision, the
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beauty and the brilliance of the sufe sight was
dazzling.

| continued to look in calm study at the scene, ar
| beheld and saw that as each sun gave forth creat
power creating new suns, more truth, greater love
vaster powerinstead of decreasing in power bril-
liancy, it increased in gloryin dazzling light and
powet in proportion to the power it gave forth.

As | looked | knew that | was receiving the
answer to my prayeirhe very inmost mystery of
Creation was being revealed to me, to show me hc
to serve, to show me that there was no limit to ot
power of service to our fellow creatures, and that th
more we give, the more we receiVéhat in former
days had appeared to me to be an empty platitu
was now most gloriously illustrated to me as a gre:
cosmic Law

As | looked and wondered, | yearned and longe
to penetrate all the mystery of the visidime mys
tic power of the glory of the myriad suns seemed 1
draw the very spirit out of the soul to me, to soar t
the uttermost vastness of illimitable space—to se¢
to penetrate to the very source of the powee
ABsoLUTE. All limitations had ceased to be, but ever
the eyes of the spirit became dazzled to blindnes
As | reached out to see furthligher to search into
the very inmost heart of the mystemy mind
began to reel; fear entered into my soul—fear that
would lose my senses, my very consciousness,
the outdrawing power of the glgorthe vastness of
the vision! Fear compelled me to withdraw my con
sciousness, to wake from the stupendous splenc
of the vision.The vastness of the glory had becom:
more than | could endure.

And this, whispered th€oice, was another lesson
to me. | am daily praying for more Light, more sight

God gives us as much light as we can endure. It
a merciful Providence which limits our spiritual

The Order of Pure Intuition

Hail, sacred Order of eternatuth!
That deep within the soul,

In axiomatic majesty sublime,
One undivided whole—

Up from the underdepth unsearchable
Of primal Being springs,

An inner world of thought, co-ordinate
With that of outward things!

Hail, Intuition pure! whose essences
The central core supply

Of conscience, language, science, certitude,
Art, beauty harmony!

Great God! | thanK hy majesty supreme,
Whose all-creative grace

Not in the sentient faculties alone
Has laid my reasos’base;

Not in abstractions thin by slow degrees
From grosser forms refin’d;

Not in tradition, nor the broad consent
Of conscious humankind—

But in the essential Presenceltiyself,
Within the souls abyss;

Thyself, alike of her intelligence
The fount, as of her bliss;

Thyself, by nurture, meditation, grace,
Reflexively revealed,;

Yet ever acting on the springs of thought,
Even when from thought concealed!

—Edward Caswall

—

sight. We may not see more than we can endure. #énter into the tremendous vibrations of the highe
is for us so to live, to think, to do, that our rate ofrealms of the kingdom of God before we becom
vibration may be raised to the higher measurattuned. By the experience of this vision, | now
When our rate of vibration is raised to such heightanderstood better than ever before that the Spirit
that we become attuned to the harmony of the spitove is raising my vibration every dagvery
itual vibrations, then we shall see, see as much asoment, so as to enable me to receive greater lo
we can endure. more light, vaster power
We must be attuned to the higher vibrations else Gods moves in a mysterious way,
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the splendor and the power of the truth will ever His wonders to perform. O
come us; it might shatter our very souls to suddenly —F. J. Haarhdf
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FROM MAX HEINDEL’ S WRITINGS

On Prayer

TISAMYSTIC MAXIM that "all spiritual
development begins with the vital baoty
This is next indensity to our dense bodys
key-note is repetition, and it is the vehicle o
habits, hence somewhatfaifilt to change or
influence; but once a change has bedéecefd and
a habit acquired by repetition, its performanc
becomes automatic to a certain extdiis charae
teristic is both good and bad in respect to praper
the impression registered in the ethers of this-ve
cle will impel the aspirant to faithful performance
of his devotions at stated times, even though
may have lost interest in the exercise and h
prayers are mere forms. If it were not for this habit
forming tendency of the vital bodgspirants would ———————————
wake up their danger as soon as the real love beg Aaiine e e i
to wane, and it would then be easier to retrieve th_
loss and keep on the Paffherefore, the aspirant the exercises. In communities not so advanced, the
should carefully examine himself from time to timesinging of a hymn so standing has been found of
to see if he still has wings and power wherewittgreat benefit, provided all take part.
swiftly and surely to lift himself to his Father in
Heaven.The wings are two in number; love and THE INVOCATION
aspiration are their names, and the irresistible Prayer is a word which has been so abused thag it
power which propels them is intense earnestnes®ally does not describe the spiritual exercise to
Without these and an intelligent understanding tavhich we have referencas already said, when we
direct the invocation, prayer is only a babble; propgo to our sanctuajywe must go as the lover who
erly performed, it is the most powerful method ofhastens to his beloved; our spirit must fly ahead ¢f

soul growth known. our slow-moving body in eager anticipation of the
delights in store for us, and we mustder all else
THE PoSITION OF THE Boby in the thoughts of adoration which fill us on the

The position of the body matters little in solitaryway. This is literally true; the feeling required for
prayer; that is best which is most conducive to-corsuccess resembles nothing in the world so much jas
centration of purpose; but in collective praying, it isthat which draws the lover to his beloved; it is evep
the practice of accomplished occultists to stanthore ardent and intense. "As the hind panteth for
with bowed heads and hands folded in a peculidhe water brook, so thirsteth my soul afféee," is
mannerThis makes a magnetic circuit which unitesan actual experience of the true lover of God. If w
them spiritually from the very commencement ofhave not this spirit, it can be cultivated by prayel
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and one of the most constant of the legitimatéleaven being annoyed at our importunities, bt
prayers for self should be, "O God, increase myeither can we expect Him to grant what would
love for Thee so that | may serdénee better from often do us harm. On the other hand, when vier of
day to day' "Let the words of my mouth and the thanksgiving and praise we put ourselves in g
meditation of my heart be acceptablelimy sight, favorable position to the law of attraction, a
O Lord, My strength and my Redeertier receptive state where we may receive a new down
Invocations for temporal things are black magicpouring of the Spirit of Love and Light, and which
we have the promise "Seek ye first the Kingdom ofhus brings us nearer to our adored ideal.
God and His righteousness and all these things shall

be added unto youThe Christ indicated the limit THE FINAL CLIMAX
in The Lord's Prayer when He taught His disciples Nor is it necessary that the audible or inaudiblg
to say: "Give us this day our daily bread." invocation should continue during the whole time

Whether for ourselves or others we must bewaref prayer When upon the wings of Love and
of going father in scientific invocation. But even inAspiration, propelled by the intensity of our
praying for spiritual blessings we should bewareearnestness, we have soared toTtheone of our
lest a selfishness developand . . _ Father there may come a
destroy our soul growtill | g7 : I time of sweet but silent
the saints testify to the dayf, communion more delightful
of darkness, when the)! than any other state or
divine Lover hides His face stage; it is analogous to the
and the consequent depre||’ contentment of lovers who
sion. Then it depends upor/| ™ may sit for hours in unbro
the nature and the strengt', ey ken silence, too full of love
of our afection: Do we love | S ez for utterance, a state which
God for Himself, or dave Prayer dlearsthe path to the Water of Life  far transcends the stage
love Him for the delightsve where they depend upon
experience in the sweet communion with Him? Ispeech for entertainment. So it is also in the fing
the lattey our afection is essentially as selfish asclimax when the soul rests in God, all desires sati
the feelings of the multitude which followed Him fied by that feeling of at-one-ment expressed in the
because He had fed them; and now as then it is negords of Christ, "My Father and | are On&/hen
essary for Him to hide from us in such cases, a mathkat climax has been reached, the soul has tasted the
of His tender love and solicitude, which shouldquintessence of joyand no matter how sordid the
bring us to our knees in shame and remorse. Happyorld may seem or what dark fate it may have t
are we if we right the defect in our characters anthce, the love of God which passeth all understang
learn the lesson of unfaltering faithfulness from theng is a panacea for all.
magnetic needle, which points to the pole without It should be said, howevehat that final climax
wavering, despite rain or storm clouds that hide itgs only attainable in all its fullness at rare intervals.
beloved star It presupposes not only the intensity of purpose [l?

It has been said that we must not pray for tempaoar to the divine, but a reserve fund to remai
ral things, and that we ought to be careful even ipoised in that position, which most of us have nqt
our prayers for spiritual gifts; it is therefore a legit always at hand. It is a well known fact that nothing
imate questionWhat then shall be the burden ofworth while comes without &frt. What man has
our invocationAnd the answer is, generaliyraise done, man can do, and if we start to cultivate the
and adorationWe must get away from the idea thatpower of invocation along the scientific lines herg
every time we approach our Father in Heaven wkaid down, we shall in time reap results of which
must ask for somethingVould it not annoy us if we little dream.
our children were always asking for something And may our Father in Heaven bless our every
from us"AWWe cannot of course imagine our Father ireffort. O
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Biblical Proof of the Law of Consequence
The Expiration of Christianity?
Bible Teaching Concerning Meat Eating

UESTION: WHAT IS YOUR
interpretation of this scripture quo §

tation? “And as Jesus passed by h( &

saw a man which was blind from "%

his birth. And his disciples asked

him, saying, Master who did sin,

this man or his parents, that he was born blinCgg
Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned {8
his parents but that the works of God should b
manifest in him.”
Answer: An interpretation of this passage is
given in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception,
pages 170-171, as follows: “That Christ taugh
Rebirth and also the Law of Consequence is sho
perhaps in no other place as in the case of the m@gg"

who had been born blind, where His disciples #& S8 Y ‘ 42
asked, ‘Who did sin, this man or his parents, tha/ " SETEL N, | A /
he was born bl|nd'{’\]ohn 92) Duccio, from the Maesta Predella Panels, egg tempera on wood, National Gallery, Wash, D.C.

“Had Christ not taught Rebirth and the Law of The Healing of the Man born Blind

Consequence, the natural answer would have beggarticular afliction from which he is sdéring. It

‘Nonsense! How could a man have sinned beforg not stretching a point to call a man a God. Pa

he was born, and have brought blindness upoghys, ‘know ye not that ye are Godafid he refers

himself as a resultBut Christ does not answer in to the human body as the ‘temple of Gathe

that way He is not surprised at the question, nofndwelling Spirit.”

does He treat it as being unusual, showing that it o .

was quite in harmony with His teachings. He HOWLongWillthe Christian Religion Last?

explains, ‘Neither hath this man sinned, nor his Question: When the coming NewAge arrives

parents: but that the works of [the] God should bevill Christianity have served its purpose?

made manifest in him?!’ Answer: No. Christianity will not have “served its

“Christ differentiates between the physicallypurpose” for a very long time to come. In fact, i

blind body of the man and the God within, whichhas barely begun, and only a small proportion

is the Higher Self. the worlds population now consider it their religion.
“The dense body has committed no Jihe God The coming NewAge, theAquarianAge, will

within has done some deed which manifests in thiering in a higher phase of Christianity than the

|
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present popular concept, but it will not fully flower moment in comparison with the duration of ever
until the Sixth Epoch, the New Galilee, whenone Day of Manifestation....In the Sixth Epoch, thg
Christ will return to the Earth in an etheric bodyNew Galilee...the unifying Christian religion will
and take chge of those who have chosen to-fol open the hearts of men, as their understanding
low Him. being opened now
In The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, we find _ _ _ ,
the following information concerning the purpose  Bible Teaching Concerning Meat Eating
and destiny of Christianity: “All race religions are Question: Where in the Bible are we told not to
of the Holy Spirit.They are instficient, because eat meat?
based on laywvhich makes for sin, pain, sorrow  Answer: Probably the best reference is in the
and death. command: “Thou shalt not kill.” Howevethis
“All race spirits know this, and realize that theirsubject is covered more by implication than by
religions are merely steps to something betteis  direct admonition.
is shown by the fact that all race religions, without In the first place, it should be remembered thg
exception, point to One who is to conmide reli  the OldTestament teachings refer to the regime g
gion of the Persians pointed to Mithras; of thelehovah, while the Neilestament teachings refer
Chaldeans t@ammuz.The old Norse gods fore to the regime of the Christ, when higher standards
saw the approach of ‘ThHewilight of the Gods,” would be required. Consideration should also be
when Surt, the bright Sun Spirit, shall supersedgiven to the fact that the word “meat” is often usefl
them and a new and fairer order be established @m the Bible to refer to food in general, anything
‘Gimle’, the regenerated eartfThe Egyptians eaten for nourishment, as the dictionary defines ft.
waited for Horus, the newborn Sun. Mithras and The Christ taught the harmless life, as is plainly
Tammuz are also symbolized as solar orbs and a@Videnced in the Sermon on the Mount. How can
the principalTemples were built facing the East,we be called harmless if we kill our younger broth
that the rays of the rising Sun might shine directhers for food? Max Heindel states:
through the open doorsAll these facts show that  “God’s life animates everything that is, and we
it was generally known that the One who was téherefore naturally understand that as soon as \e
come was a Sun Spirit and was to save humanitgke life we are destroying the form built by Gog
from the separative influences necessarily-corfor His manifestationThe animals are evolving
tained in all race religions. Spirits and have sensibilities. It is their desire fo
“These religions were steps which it was necesxperience that causes them to build their varioyis
sary for mankind to take to prepare for the adverforms, and when we take their forms away fro
of Christ. Man must first cultivate a ‘selbefore them we deprive them of their opportunities fo
he can become really unselfish and understand tigaining experience....When we cry to the Bible fo
higher phase of Universal Brotherhood—unity ofauthority for flesh eating we should also...follow
purpose and interest—for which Christ laid thets injunctions and stop eating pork...the most ho
foundation at His first coming, and which He will rible food of all.
make living realities when He returns.” “The most evolved people at all times have
“Law must give place to Love, and the separatabstained from flesh food8Ve see, for instance,
races and nations be united in the one Univers&laniel, who was a holy man and a wise man, beg
Brotherhood, with Christ as the Eldest Brother that he might not be forced to eat meat, but that he
“The Christian religion has not yet had time toand his companions be given pulse [leguniEsg
accomplish this great object. Man is still in thechildren of Israel in the wilderness are spoken of as
hands of the dominant Race Spirits, and the ideallsisting after flesh,’and their God is angry with
of Christianity are yet too high for him...eMnust them in consequence....It was only as a concessipn
bear in mind that the time which has elapsed sinde the before-mentioned lust for flesh that the pra¢
the coming of Christ Jesus is but little more than tice was tolerated at all.” O
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE

Samud and the
Power of Intuition

instant understanding. Mind asks why; intuitior = 77777 i
knows. Mind sees Form; intuition sees Redlity ‘ Bider,

An esoteric interpretation of the Bible discover:The faculty of inu_tition, in the Bible often described as the voic
patterns and truths that apply to every e Sf,2 et elveed by angels (nessenaernuies =
tales of the patriarchs of the Oléstament are not i, samuet wods: “Speak Lod, for your servant heath.”
only stories of great men; they are also symbalica.
ly applicable to the problems and achievements of It is important to remember all type studies ar¢
every man. based on the evolving facets of our own composite

After Noah survived the great Flood, the pattermature and should not be thought of as separate gnd
for the new race was developed. Noah, type-studgpart from the Self of each human Ego.
of the new physical bogyhad the added capacity Samuel, the first great prophet of Israel, is repre
for inner communion with the Divine Self, who sentative of the new intuitive power which is capa|
counseled Noah about building the ark which wable of bringing wisdom from the world of Spirit
to survive the great Flood:he previous race did without the use of the reasoning mind. Samuel was
not have this poweAbraham, who heard the “still dedicated by his mothegdannah, to temple service
small voice,” went to a new land, a new state obefore he was born; and when he was three years
consciousness, and became the symbol of the ne@M, she took him to the temple to begin serving
emotional bodyHe had qualities of reverence andunder the priest, Eli.
devotion; he was dedicated to the Inner Self—to the Understood symbolically{Hannah is the feminine
Most High. Moses communed with that Divinedevotional power within every man. It was this
Self. He led his people out of Egypt, known as th@ower that made the dedication. She knew of ttHe
“land of the fleshpots,” meaning lower desires. Hesanctuary of the Divine Presence and communed
wrote the new laws which were designed to givevith this Presence in the temple within, according
every man guidance in doing his own correctivéo the Scripture: “¥¢ are the temple of the living
thinking. This would eventually make all men self- God.” She made Samuel a coat, a garment of con
reliant—independent. It was preparation for spiritu sciousness, in which the new power—intuition—
alizing the mind. Moses became the type pattern faould be active, and took him to the temple to begin
the new mind, which would prove to be the linkhis service—his training—as she had promised he
between the personality and Spirit. self.

D

=

RAYS 04 37



Eli, the priest, symbolized the old form of templeSamuel went to look for a king. He found Saul, wh
service with its exoteric disciplinehis was to be was described as “head and shoulders above all he
replaced by a new form of inner training in preparest.” He anointed Saul king over Isra&hnointing
ration for the activation of intuition, which includesis an outer symbol for the quickening of spiritua
cultivating integrity truth, and pure impersonal centers related to intuition. Saul was a symbol ¢
motive. Spirit cannot tolerate anything less tharthe highly developed reasoning mind. He had the
truth. The Bible text says, “there was no openvaluable qualities of humility and aspiration. H
vision in those days,” which means that peoplevas a valiant warrior and fought many battle
were not capable of exercising the intuitive facultyagainst assertive aspects of his own personality),
before this time. but he always considered his own interests firs.

After he had been in training for a time, SamueBecause of this, he violated some of his highgr
heard the call of the “still small voice” within. He virtues—truth, integrityand selflessness. He could
thought it was Eli who was calling him; but Eli rec not live up to the rigid disciplines of intuition which
ognized the call of the new power and counsellead been activated at the time he was annointed.
Samuel to listen carefully and to remember the wis Eventually all the trouble Samuel had prophesie
dom that was going to be giverhis was Samued’ came trueAs a result, Saul became mentally-dis
first disciplinary test. He had to tell Eli the truth thatturbed, and he finally resorted to lower psychisn
the old order was passing and the house of Eli wder guidance (symbolized by thitch of Endor).
about to fall. It proved to be true as prophesizedlhis was because self-interest, instead of concern
The old order passed eventually and Samudbr the good of all his people, governed his dec
became known as the prophet of Israel. Responsegmns. Lower psychism had been used by the preyi
the Inner Presence became active. ous race, but could not be tolerated by the high

After being guided many years by Samsel intuition (guidance by the Divine Presence within)
faithful service, Israel, representing the new race, Every man is a temple of the living God, the
became restles3he personality began to demandDivine Self. Humanity is a group temple and every
its share of attention. Israel wanted a king like thenember of the human family adds strength to this
other nations. Samuel (the new power of intuition)nner structure as group development progresses
was not suffciently developed to respond to such a The reasoning mind can be compared to a mirr¢r
call. While it is true that every man is destined towhich can be turned on the activities of the perso
become his own priest, prophet, and king—a “lavality or used as a focus for transmitting wisdor:I:
unto himself"—more preparation and experiencdrom Spirit. This wisdom is the new intuitive power
were necessary before such an attainment cowdhich every man will eventually develoft pre-
become a reality for the Israelites. Samuel warneskent our assignment is to recognize this power and
Israel of the storm and strife that would result undeto discern correctly its counselling. Extrasensory
the domination of the personality; that is, if it reliedperception and other related powers are beginning
wholly on a king, symbolic of world-oriented rea to be active in many persons.
son and outer guidance. Eventually humanity will build a group tem

A great storm aroselhe people were afraid. ple—a temple “not made with hands and eternal in
They asked Samuel to pray for thefhey lament  the heavens”—when mankind will have prover
ed: “We have added unto all our sins this evil, tavorthy of handling spiritual powefhen Earth will
ask for a king.” Samuel, with deep compassion andecome a shining stazontributing its share of light
understanding said: “Fear not....the Lord will notto the solar familyThis will be the “new heaven
forsake his people....as for me, God forbid that &nd the new earth,” as prophesied in Revelatio
should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray fowhen Saul (representing the concrete and reasgn
you; but I will teach you the good and the right ywaying mind) could not live up to the demands of spir
only fear [reverence] the Lord and serve Him intual principles, Samuel was told to look for aroth
truth with all your heart.” er king. He found David. O

However using the guidance of the Inner Self, —Gene Sande
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ASTROLOGY

God’s Message Through the Sign Gemini

YTHOLOGICALLY Mercury expression in the human being, to act as a brake
Is represented as a "Messenger ofipon the lower nature and assist in lifting us from
the Gods," and this is in line with the human to the divine.
the occult fact, for when infant  Mercury rules the Sign of Geminfio under
humanity had been led astray bystand the help given to us by the Cosmic Ray ¢f
the martial Lucifer spirits and had fallen into gen Gemini, we need to think about the mind and how
eration, it became necessary for the other divini works, so that we may use our minds to the bept
hierarchies to take steps looking to a future regeradvantageThe message of Mercury tells us plain
eration, and to further that object, the Lords ofy what we are meant to do with this finest vehicle
Venus were brought to the earth to educate humaaof ours. "Look! God's truth is everywheréVe are
ity in such a manner that love might be substitutetb look intelligently at what is going on in Nature
for lust and men might thus be induced to aspire tand in the world of men, and try to understand the
something higheWhile the Lords oVenus dealt meaning of what we see.
with mankind in general, the most precocious The mind plays much the same part in our being
among them were taken in hand by the Lords dads the mirror of a great telescope plays in its mec
Mercury, whose wisdom-teaching is symbolicallyanism. In our mind, as in a mirtas reflected all
represented by the caduceus or fstéMercury”  that goes on within our field of vision. Just as the
consisting of two serpents twining around a rogstronomer uses the pictures reflected in the mirrpr
and indicating the solution of the riddle of life— of the telescope as the basis of his study of the lays
"Whence have we come, why are we here, anof Nature, so the Ego, the Higher Self, uses the
whither are we bound?"—and showing the pupipictures of the outer world reflected in the mind ap
the spiral path of involution, by which the divinethe basis of its study of the Cosmic laws, which are
spark has buried itself in mattealso the spiral the laws of life.
path of evolution, by which humanity will eventu  If the astronomer lets the pictures of the heavens
ally again reach the Father's bosom, and the shquass across the mirror day after dmaking no
road of Initiation, represented by the central roeffort to study or understand them, and if the sc
around which the serpents twine. But to underentists in other fields made no use of the materigl
stand these Mysteries requires mind and reasopresented to them by their senses, science would
Mercury, then, is the mental educator of men andoon come to a standstill and the world's progregs
its place and position in the horoscope shows th&ould cease. In the same wayur evolutionary
status of the person's mind for whom it is cast. progress depends upon thefoef we make to
Being the Messenger of the Gods to the otharnderstand and use the facts of life which are cop
planets, Mercury has no voice of its own and isinuously mirrored in our minds.
even more dependent for expression upon the The keywords of Gemini have to do with ways
aspects of other planets than the Moon, whicbf using the mind to the best advantage. One of the
rules the instinctual mind. So Mercury is really amost important keywords perception, which means
focus through which the faculty of reason findsseeing truly and clearly the pictures reflected in thie
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mind. If these are only half seen, the knowledg
gained from them will be inaccurate and of little
value.
Reason, another important keyword of Gemini,
Is the means by which we compare one fact wit &
another and see the relationship between thel
The study of mathematics is one of the best wa
of training the mind to reason correctut we %
should be on the watch at all times to find the-rele
tionships between other things besides numberg
For example, there are the causes that lie behi
the things that happen to us.
The good detective is one who has learned to s
clearly everything he looks at, and to trace the hic
den relationships between facts that seem, to t
untrained mind, to have no connection whateve
with each otherThe whole life of the scientist is
one given to discovering the reasons for what
sees all about him in Natur€he highest type of
all is the Initiate, who points the light of the Spirit
through the mind to find the true relationship
between all things in heaven and earth.
And now let us study together how we ca
improve our minds. In Luke1128, we are told:
"Blessed are they that hear terd of God, and
keep it". This verse reminds us of the Parable o Orthodox Icon. Egg tempera and gold leaf on lime wood panel
the Sower who throws seeds, swinging his arm i The Parable of the Sower
a wide circle, allowing the seeds to filter betweerSeed ideas are sown by Spirit Beings, including, the Lords of

- g . Mind, Christ, the Elder Brothers, the Lucifers, and the human
his fingers and be cast over a wide arBlaose Ego, They may be germinal ideas of courage, godly sufer-

seeds could very well fall into poor soil where theying, purity, and charity. They may be impulses to self-undo-
would not grow well.That is how seed was sown ing, to pride, greed, and promiscuity. These seeds of poten-

at the time of Christ Jesus' life on Eaffbday we tial.de_yedsmay bef(_)rviceor for vir@ue. Intheillustr_ation, the
have machines capable of sowing over vast are 38Vl is shown sowing seeds of selfishness and deviancy.

in a short time, although seeds may still fall inThese are the people who eagerly listen to spirit

unprepared soil. al Truths, immediately make enthusiastic promises
Christ Jesus told that parable about the sowdhat they will lead a spiritual life, and yearn to

and the seeds, and it is important for us to know theet the hardest tests that spiritual life can giv
hidden meaning of this parable. In this parable th&/hen the tests come, howeyvénese people are
sower stands for someone, such as Christ Jessisddenly no longer so enthusiasilibey are eager
Himself, who teaches spiritudiruths. The seed to return to their old worldly ways of doing things.

stands for the great power diuth, which is Other seed, said Christ Jesus, "fell on stony

always waiting for humanity to receive ithe ground, where it had not much earth; and immed

ground refers to the types of people who hear thately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth;
Truth. but when the sun was up, it was scorched; and

According to the parable, "As the sower sowedbecause it had no root, it withered awallere
some seed fell wayside, and the fowls of the aiChrist Jesus spoke of the people who have ve
came and devoured it up." Here, Christ Jesus wa®od minds, but little love in their hearfBhey

talking about one particular category of peoplelearn and understand spiritual truths easily and can

_
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talk at great length about them and sound verthe training of our minds.
intelligent. But when it comes to giving them In order to put this training on a logical basis, w
selves in service and to sacrificing themselves faghould gain the clearest possible conception of the
other people—which is the only real way to makeorigin and development of the human mind and i
lasting spiritual progress—they cannot bring themposition at the present stage of evolutie. know
selves to do so. of no better way of gaining this comprehensiv
Then, continued Christ Jesus, "some seed feliew of the mind's development than to trace th
among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and chokedrrelations ofTruth that are grouped under the
it, and it yielded no fruit." Here, the thorns repre sign Gemini.
sent the lower desire natur€his is our selfish Our first recorded touch with the Lords of
side; this is the side thatges us to use our inge Gemini (the Seraphim) was in the fifth revolution
nuity, our imagination, and our creative ability—orof the Moon Period, when they awakened in us the
what we call our creative force—solely for ourgerm of the Human Spirit—the third aspect of thg
own selfish purposes. divinity within us. In this first service to Man, we
We all must learn someday to set aside all ouind the clue to the part that was to be playethiey
selfish desires and to use our creative force for sefiorces of Gemini in the development of the mind.
vice and for the good of all. If a person misuses his These forces have to do with dualism (the
creative force, he does not make anything of-himexpression of the positive and negative poles ¢f
self in the spiritual sense; that is, his life yields n&pirit) and with diferentiation.At that time the
fruit. His life is, so to speak, "choked up" with theevolving life-wave was preparing to sweep dewn
thorns of his lower desire nature, which he haward to the lowest of the seven planes (th
allowed to override the promptings of his HigherPhysical), where dualism and féifentiation were
Self. to reach their fullest expression in matter
On the other hand, the fruit is the perfection of The Human Spirit in Man is the counterpart o
the tree, and the fruit trees are the most advancéuke Activity Principle of God, which, during the
members of the plant kingdom. In the same ,wayearth Period, was under the aegis of Jehovah, dur
when our desire nature has been purified and weacher in form-buildingwith this point in mind,
have learned to use our creative force selflesslwe pick up the thread again in the Moor
we become the "perfected fruit" of our own life-Revolution of the Earth Period, where we find th¢
wave. Lords of Mind (Sagittarius) implanting the germ of
Finally, some of the seed "fell into good groundmind in the upper part of Man's desire bothe
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfoldyehicle of expression for the Human Spirit.
some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold." Here, the good This tells us how completely the mind was tieq
ground stands for the people who have united theip with the form-building power in Man, the power
powers of the heart and the mizdhen we know through which the duality of the Spirit within him
intellectually how to live the spiritual life, and was to be expressed on the physical plane.
when we, at the same time, are so loving and-com The next significant correlation we find lies in
passionate and selfless that deep within our heattse Gemini rulership of the lungs, for the develop
we want to live that kind of life and no othédnen ment of the lungs, by increasing the oxidation gf
we shall reach our greatest potential, do our betite blood, made it possible for the Ego to dray
work in God's kingdom, and cause nothing buwithin its vehicles and begin to manifest individua
good to come from everything we think, sapd self-hood.
do. It was at this stage of our evolution that Jehova
So, the ray of Gemini, transmitted to us bywho was to lead us into the mysteries of gener
Mercury—the representative of mind in our solattion, "breathed" into our nostrils "the breath of
system—aofers us the opportunity for mental Life", which is the Biblical way of telling us that
growth. Thus, during the solar month of Gemini,He, as Race Spirit, established (and maintains) H
our enegies should be directed intensively towardcontact with us through the air in our bloddhe
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Ego, on the other hand, controls its vehicles band anotherBut even the great minds which have
means of the heat of the blood. penetrated the secrets of Nature to the extent |of
These are points which, if made the subject afiscovering the oneness of egyeland matterstill
meditation, contain a real message for the one whack the key to the plan and purpose of it all.
is endeavoring to "fulfill" the Jehovistic law with ~ We who have been given that magical key are
in himself in order to establish there the kingdonblessed beyond measure in its possession, but e
of the Christ. may well ask ourselves "What are we doing witlp
Under the regime of Jehovah, evolution reacheit?" Knowledge of the Plan is not an end in itself
the stage of greatest ifentiation. "Be fruitful it must be used and lived before it can become|a
and multiply" was the command of the "Lord Godfactor in our development.
of Hosts." We are avowed seekers after truth, angh has
We have no way of knowing what the resultsbeen defined as "the divinely established relatior
would have been for Man had he learned the leship between all things."
son of generation under the conditions provided The Cosmos, to us, is like a vast puzzle picture
for him by Jehovah. But thefett of his violent made up of countless separate factors which each
“fall" into generation was to focus his consciousof us must fit together for himself, as he climbs
ness so completely in his outer self that to his newirom step to step on the Path Attainment.The
born mind he appeared to be just a form amonglder Brothers have given us an outline of thig
other forms.The stage of diérentiation had great picture, which is of immense value, as {t
become for him the stage of separateness. gives us a definite pattern to follollowever the
Separateness has no reality in Nature. It existgork of fitting piece to piece is still to be done.
only as an illusion in the mind of Man, but an4llu  The mind is the tool to be used in accomplishing
sion which has woven itself so deeply into thehis absorbingly interesting task. Reason is the
fibers of his being that it has become the greatettrch by whose light we find the bits of truth which
problem in his evolution. belong together
If we could look at the universe with the eye of During the month of Gemini, while Mercyrhe
the Spirit within us, we should see the One Lifenessenger of the gods, is calling us to mentga
flowing in magnificent rhythm and harmony from growth, let us make an earnest survey of our-me
plane to plane, through countless channels of indial activities, with a view to establishing such
vidualized Intelligence, to manifest at last on théhabits of thought as will tend to bring this precious
physical plane in a myriad of forms, each one oinstrument of mind to its highest possiblécén-
which bears testimony to the glory of tiéhole. cy—habits of observation, of truthfulness, and
But, in spite of the marvelous development of indiaccuracy
vidual minds and the work which they have done Accuracy of the concrete mind (Gemini) will be
to throw light upon the laws that govern mattee  reflected in the higher mind (Sagittarius), as accu
great majority of humanity still look "as through aracy is the association of ideas.
glass, darkly" upon this myriad of forms and see Let us strive, too, for the Gemini quality of
them as unrelated objects and entities travelingdaptability, which keeps the mind open to new
incomprehensible ways. aspects of truth and allows it to make, withouf
For each of us, the veil between heaven andelay the frequent adjustments required for rapi
earth grows thinner in direct proportion to thegrowth.
progress we make in the work of regeneration, or Through the constant and devoted pursuit
transmutation. truth, the mind at last attains to spiritual percep
We develop the faculty of speech through theion, which is seership.
necessity of communicating with one anotfaerd In this regard, it is comforting to remember thq
we develop the faculty of reason through oumvords of Paul, "Now we know in part; but then we
efforts to "put two and two together"”, to discovershall know even as we are known." O
the hidden connection between one phenomenon —Rosicrucian Fellowship StaMembers
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ASTROLOGY

Astrology—AWiIndow on the Future

NE OF THE MOST hotly gy released by an aspect must be expressed, and it
debated, yet fascinating, facetsis usually totally up to us, here and ndvow it
of astrology is prognostication. will manifest. Of course, we are the product of al|
Prognostication is deciphering thethat we have have been, and in that sense, charpc
astrological information in order to ter is destiny as the saying goe3he so-called
make future predictions. In this article, | wouldnegative aspects are as necessary in life as the so-
like to discuss some tips on technique and methodalled positive ones. If life were only a bed of
ology, as well as, hopefullyo provide some theo roses, there could be no growth. If there were ro
retical insight. Prognostication, like medicine, is aanabolic processes in the human hosg would
once an art and a science. It is scientific in its-prinperish because we could not tear down tissue fn
ciples and procedures, and its practice should retyrder to rebuild it.The fact that challenge builds
on empirical dataret at the same time, the accom muscle applies to both the terrestrial and spiritu
plished astrologer is one who has cultivated hidomains.
intuitive abilities.We, as students of the Rosicrucian Let us begin by naming the two most celebrat
Mysteries, strive to practice and teach esoterimethods of horoscopical prognostication: transi
astrology We should never fget that we are the and secondary progressioiisansits are basically
ones who put the "stars" where they are in ouaspects between the planets in the current sky and
horoscopes. It is incumbent upon us to strive tplanets in the natal horoscope positidnansits
give the highest expression to every planetarwould include the concept afturn charts. So
vibration, and to encourage others to do likewiselunar returnsare charts drawn up for the momen
The author should perhaps begin by making ithe sun or moon returns to its natal position. In ary
clear that he does not consider himself to be arase, transits involve emges asserting themselves
expert astrologemhe ideas | share in this article areinto the person's make-up (nativityjhey often
humbly presented after years of research on topiteve the feel of being external, in the outsid
presented lgrely by other master astrologers. | world, even though the feicts can be wholly psy
welcome debate and the further sharing of ideas armological. Not so witlprogressionsA progressed
this topic. | should as well inform the reader of mychart is the nativity (birth chart or "natal hero
seasoned belief, which | cannot prove here, in botscope") progressed into the future at the rate of
free will and in a self-generated fate. Fate is onlpne year of life being equal to one day in thg
possible within the context of free will only if one ephemerisThese aspects have a more internal fe
is confirmed in the reality of rebirth. Some plane about them, being based upon the natal plane
tary aspects bring external events to fruition athemselves.
past life debts or rewards of destiAny planetary Transits are the most popular and easy-to-use
aspect can shgwimultaneouslya trait of charac method. | will focus on them for the remainder o
ter, an event, and a bodily conditioWvhy? the article. Many beginning students expect mugh
Because underpinning them all is one unifyingnore out of a single transit aspect than is actually
reality. But fated events are, in my observationalvarranted.They are frequently disappointed that
experience, not the usual manifestatibhe ener ing Jupiter squared their natal moon on a given
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day* | think part of the problem is that novice stu event will be closest to the time when the average
dents fail to realize that transiting aspects usuallgrb of all the transiting involved planets approach

produce something major their lives only if the es zero.

planets themselves are interrelatedhe nativity Another problem with accurate transit prediction

In addition, they have also been taught to rely to failure to coordinate transiting aspects with th
much on wide orbs/Ve quick current progressed chart. In
ly adjust to a transit after his book The Principles of
starts, until it is near partil Astrology, the prominent
(exact). | use tight orbs ¢ astrologer Charles E. O.
one degree approaching a Carter stated his rule of ex?
30" separating.Transits by tation: If at the time that ‘?'EL
the outer planets (Saturn
Pluto) are indeed much mo
significant, especially th
dynamic aspects (conjun
tion, opposition and squar
they make to the person
planets (the moon, Mercuyr
Venus, Mars and perha
Jupiter).The very outer plan
ets transit so slowly that th
can be comparable to t
slower progressions i
importance. But experienct aspect.
dictates caution in singling out | tell students to always
the importance of any trans Planetary Montage check the position, status, and
from others, even minor one:':rom SULRIOSE plEME, [EITE, 11 (Esgy ects of the secondary pro
' ground, the sequence is: Uranus, Saturn (wi‘?nSp yp
that are operating simultanering), Jupiter Mars, Earth, Sun (laely cover gressed moon before forming
ously To summarize, aring\enus), with smaller Meury off to theight. a judgment about a transit or
outerplanet transit is USU&")PIUtO is not shown. This is a montage of ptan

§roup of close transits. Let's
best timed by an inngrlanet say you notice a transit of

(personal) transit that more or less coincides witupiter conjoining natal MC. If this means

to another.[in the nativity 2
either of these bodies fort£s
an aspect bffRANSIT with %
either of the two direction £
[progressed] bodies, th:3n
this transit will excite th§
direction into immediats
operation. As previously
mentioned, this means that
one consider only theame
two planets that are in natal

tary images taken by NAS#anaged spacraft.

progressed body is in asp sct

D

it and reinforces the nature of the oypdanet tran  inevitable success in business ventures to you, ahd

sit. Remember to focus most on the conjunctiongou plan on opening a new store, you had best
and oppositions, for properly speaking, these ametermine whether such a prospect is indicated
the true definition of a transit. the nativity and 2) locate the position and aspec

To predict major events and crises, | recommendf the progressed moon. If the progressed moon
consistently checking the transit aspects of the peafflicted in Pisces in the 12th natal house, you wil
sonal planets, including the minor aspects, such &srdly get noticed. In that case, Jupiter was shoy
degrees of 30, 45, 72, 15Dhese can be easy to ing your natural optimistic leanings. It would have
overlook if one uses aspect tables, so | use dween better in this case to have stayed in your cL
aspectarian to check each outer transiting planeent post, working diligently but unobtrusively to
Experience bears out the fact that the time of areceive accolades. | would also check transitin

aspects to progressed and natal midpoints, but th

* I I . ' 1 . . .
Two possible exceptions: Saturn's dynamic or thar |§ beyond the scope of this article.
aspects always seems to get noticed, and Uranian aspects

often coincide with an event on the last day of its exact tran AnOth_er Issue to con_S|der is the matter o
siting aspect. precessionThe vernal equinox, also known as the
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first point of the sigrAries, does not remairn
stationary with regard to the fixed staffie The Morality of the LostWord
fixed stars form the constellations of old, b
our zodiacal "signs" of today no longer €o
respond to themThis shift is moving back
ward at the rate of 50.25 seconds per ye
and is due to the fefcts of the gravitational
pull of the moon and planets upon the fot
tional cycle of the Earth on its axis. So,
effect, we are left with two zodiacs, the con
mon tropical one most astrologers in tt
West use todayand the ancient or origina
sidereal zodiacThe problem here is less

With a measure of light and a measure of shade,
The world of old by th&Vord was made;

By the shade and light was tidord conceal’'d,
And theWord in flesh to the world reveal’'d

Is by outward sense and its forms obscured,
The spirit within is the long lost/ord,

Besought by the world of the soul in pain
Through a world of words which are void and vain.
O never while shadow and light are blended
Shall the worlds Word-Quest or its woe be ended,
which zodiac we should use as how do \ A.nd never the world of its wounds made whole
calculate transit timing in doing predictiv Till the Word made flesh be th&ord made soul!

work. You see, as time elapses from the po —Arthur EdwardWaite
of the coincidence of the two zodiacs, the
move further and further apart, which makes
the timing of transiting planets to natal positiongems and see which works best for y®a.make
significantly diferent.When you are 72 years old, this correction, subtract the value from the tropicgl
the diference between the natal and currentransiting positions; or add the same value to tte
positions in the zodiac is 1 degrd@éere is a sim tropical native positionsThe value is determined
ple tropical correction which | shall mention fur by the natives age multiplied by the arc of preees
ther on sional movement for one yeawhich is 50.2 sec
Astrologers who strictly use only the siderealonds. Precessional movement for two years is 2|x
zodiac in all horoscopy do not have this problem50.2' or 140.4". A person seventy-two years old
However the author does not personally reeomwould require an adjustment of 72 times 3@
mend using the sidereal zodfawjth one notable 3614 seconds which isQ24” (one degree and 24
exception: In predictive work | use the sidereabeconds)This figure is then added to the position
zodiac for nativities when | cast sidereal returrof the natal planets to account for the siderea
charts. A solar or lunar sidereal return, with change during the elapsed time ( the precessional
Campanus houses in particyleast for the locale movement), or subtracted from the transiting plar
of the native, and also compared to the sidere&ls to correctly relate them to the natal planetary
nativity, is of unparalleled accuracy in prognesti positions.
cation. The author invites anyone to investigate Alexander Marr of Germany believes that botf
this claim? With today's computer programs, theyprecession corrected and uncorrected tropicat po$
are easy to run. Domification, or house system, igons are valid, but for diérent reason$Another
another controversial issue. | use Placidus housesay to make the correction for precession to-troy
as did Max Heindel, except in return charts. ical natal positions is to add the value determingd
You can easily make a correction to the tropicdby this rule:Take the age of the person at the tim
positions of all natal planets before figuring tran of the transit and multiply by 5, then divide by 6
siting aspectsThen you can compare the two sys and round dfto the nearest minute. If you use the
1. I find that in general, | otherwise obtain better interpr r_ne_thOd of outer and |r_1ner trans!t compans_ons fc
tive results (at least in genethliacal, that is, natal, @isgy) ~ timing that | have outlined, | believe you will see

)

11%
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using the topical zodiac. the reason for my preference for corrected podi
2. Recommended by author: Donald Bradleytlar and  tigns 0
Lunar Returns1948. ' .
3. Thisis true, for instance, in primary vs. secondaogssions. —Rick Manof
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

Fighting the Noonday
Devil

HRISTIANS have not always thought S

————

pride the deepest threat to faith. For th e ———————

ic movement, spiritual apathy was farg

more dangerous. Recalling the sixth
verse of Psalm 91, the desert fathers wished to gug
against “the sickness that lays waste at mid-da
Evagrius of Pointus, a fourth-century monk, is ong
of the earliest sources of information about thg
desert monastic movement, and he reports that gl
tony, avarice, angeand other vices threaten monas
tic life. Yet, of all these #lictions, he reports, “the ASiere s iy o
demon of acedia—also called the noonday demon- Engraving, Gustave Doré, Dante's The Divine Comedy, ¢.1868
is the one that causes the most serious trouble ofal _ idlezzgssécr)tlhaf:ilness- SE—

Acedl.als a word of Greek Orlg_ln that .”_‘eans’ ter animi, a dullness of the soul that can s'teunmestlessﬁess

ally, “without care.” In the Latin tradition of the j,st as easily as ém indolence.”
seven deadly sins, it comes down to ufiastia or
otiositas sadness or idleness. But citing synonyméento amoe, a slow love that cannot motivate and
and translations will not do. For the monastic tradiuplift, leaving the soul stagnant, unable to mov
tion, acedia or sloth is a complex spiritual state thainder the heavy burden of sin.
defies simple definition. It describes a lassitude and Across these diérent descriptions, a common
despair that overwhelms spiritual striving. Sloth ispicture emeges.The noonday devil tempts us into a
not mere idleness or laziness; it involvesogpor  state of spiritual despair and sadness that drains us
animi, a dullness of the soul that can stem from-resbur Christian hope. It makes the life of prayer an
lessness just as easily as from indolence. Bernard cfiarity seem pointless and futile. In the heat of-mig
Clairvaux speaks of aterilitas animaga sterility day as the monk tires and begins to feel that th

au| ‘suonealigngd Janod

dryness, and barrenness of his soul that makes themmitment to desert solitude was a terrible miscal

sweet honey of Psalm-singing seem tasteless awdlation, the demon of acedia whispers despairin
turns vigils into empty trials. Medieval English writ and exculpatory thoughts: “Did God intend for
ers often speak of acedia as wanhope, a waning bfiman beings to reach for the heavens?” “Does G¢
confidence in the &tacy and importance of prayer really care whether we pray?” “Is it not unnatural tc
For Dante, on the fourth ledge of gatory those seek solitude and chastityRccording to another

afflicted by acedia are described asfeuhg from ancient writer in the Evagrian tradition, the noonda

demon “stirs the monk also to long for fdifent

This article is eprinted with permission ém the 5065 in which he can find easily what is necessa
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for his life and can carry on a much less toilsome anaf education is to break the magic spell of immediac
more expedient profession. It is not on account alust as the commonsense observation that the gun
locality, the demon suggests, that one pleases Goakvolves around the earth is quite false and must be
He can be worshiped anywhere .....Thus, the demaorrected, so, we are told, we must step back from
employs all his wiles so that the monk may leave hihe moral and social opinions we were taught g
cell and flee to the race-course.” children. Nothing that is given should be acceptec
Are these temptations thatflaft the monk as We must step back from our initial assumptions an
strange or alien as the unfamiliar Greek word; acesee them as being, at best, merely truasfmrather
dia? | think not. Let me update the than being simply true.
whispering voice of sloth: “All In order to spur us toward critical
things are sanctified by the Lor thought, the dominant strategy of
and one could just as well wors contemporary instruction is shock
on the golf course as in a sanctug therapyAnticipating the method, the
made by human hands.” Or: “God early modern essayist Montaigne
love, and love dirms; therefore, described his desires to “pile up
God accepts me just as | am. | nqg here some ancient fashions that
not exercise myself to change.” G have in my memorysome like ours,
“We should not want to put God in others diferent, to the end that we
box, so the Christian tradition mu may strengthen and enlighten our
be seen as a resource for our spir judgment by reflection on the con
al journeys, not as a mandatory Ati tinual variation of human things.”
erary | can pick and choose accerc Montaigne is confident that by “pil
ing to my own spiritual needs.” Portrait of Michel de Montaigne, 1533-1594ng up” these examples, we will be
In our day these temptations seem far more-danforced to stop thinking parochially and recognize
gerous than Emersan®trust thyself."After all, how that men and women have lived manyetént ways
many people, believers or unbelievers, wish to reigaccording to many dérent ideals and customale
any where, in heaven, hell, or even in their owrwill be shocked by the diversjtgnd for just this rea
souls? Fewl imagine. Most of us just want to be left son, we will be levered away from an atavistic-loy
alone so that we can get on with our lives. Most oélty to our particular ways of viewing the world.
us want to be saf&Ve want to find a cocoon, a spir  But the ancient fashions Montaigne catalogues afe
itually, psychologicallyeconomicallyand physical not simply diverse. He chooses very carefldlyd in
ly gated community in which to live without dangera way that also anticipates postmodern historiogr
and disturbancelhe care-free life, a life a-cedia, is phy and cultural stugyis examples tend toward the
our cultural ideal. Pride may be the root of all evil prurient and base. Montaigne quotes ancie
but in our daythe trunk, branches, and leaves of evidescriptions of how people wiped themselves aftgr
are characterized by a belief that moral responsibilbowel movements, as well as peculiar postcoital
ty, spiritual efort, and religious discipline are empty practicesThe shock, then, is redoubled, for not onl
burdens, indéctive and archaic demands that-cando we see the diversity of cultures, but as Montaigre
not lead us forward, inaccessible ideals that, even iisinuates, we begin to worry that those beliefs and
we believe in them, are beyond our capacity practices we think so decisive for human decendy
Acedia, then, is a real threat, a deadly sin doing itand moral rectitude will come to seem as silly an
deadly work in the present age. Its presence can peintless as the ancient Roman expectation that men
detected rather clearly in two features of our intelwould pluck all the hairs éftheir chest, legs, and
lectual and moral cultur@he first is the intellectual arms.
spirit of dispassion and coolness that grows out of What Montaigne sought to achieve has beconie
the ideal of “critical distance This ideal often con the very ideal of “critical thinking.” He wants us to
tributes to thetorpor animithat aflicts any who step back from our loyalty to the immediate an
have entered into the habituating practices of owseemingly self-evident truths of our inherited wa
universities. For many of our professors, the dramef life. He wants us to separate ourselves from ourr
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cultural contextTo think responsibly about culture, critical project is to undermine our confidence that
morality, and religion, then, involves establishingany moral or cultural system should properly eom
critical distance. Just think about biblical criticism.mand our full loyaltyFor this reason, as John Henry
In most cases, the basic strategy of instruction is tdewman observed, critical thinking has “a tendency
force pious students to step back from the immediadyp blunt the practical engy of the mind.” It loosens
of the canonical form of the text to see how whathe bonds of commitment and distances us from the
seems to be a doctrinally consistent and spirituallimmediacy of truths we once thought unquestion
unified whole is, in fact, a text made up of heterogeable. Critical distance may free us from prejudicg,
neous sources and layers of editorial revision. but it can also undermine the hope that enduring
Or, more simply consider the term “Hebrew truths might be found. It can engender a humility
Bible,” which is now replacing “Oldlestament.” that sustains tolerance, but it can also so relax the
This terminological shift has many sources, ineludpassions of the intellect that our civility comes at thg
ing an anxiety about Christian supersessionisnprice of conviction.
However among them is a pedagogical gdse are The ways in which this leads to acedia are, | think,
not to engage these ancient writings as constituenbvious. The very sentiments that the classical
elements of a unified witness to the crucified ancChristian authors feared are precisely the virtugs
risen Lord. Instead, we are to keep the prophetimodern educators seek to instill in their students.
power of the text at arm’length and allow the text The lento amoe, the slow love that Dante thinks
to speak to us only as a witness to a now dead thimgust be puged from our souls, is the dispassionat
called “Ancient Israelite Religion.This pedagogi heart that establishes critical distance and waits for
cal strategy distances us from living religious-pascompelling evidenceThe sterilitas animaethat so
sions that might overwhelm the cool judgment of thevorries Bernard of Clairvaux describes quite well
historical scholar in the present and that have nthe ideal of a critical thinker who has purified him
doubt led to religious violence in the past. self of the corrupting parochialism that limits his
I do not wish to condemn the pedagogy of criticalarger, more universal visiorWWhen someone pref
distance in toto. How can we undertake historicalaces a comment with the confession that he is speak
social, and cultural inquiry without, in some way ing from a “white, male, uppeniddle-class per
breaking the magic charm of immediaayithout spective,” it reveals either a competition for the
stepping back from our inherited context and- preupperhand (“I am more critical than you are”) or a
conceptions? Furthermore, in the Socratic traditiodespair of ever saying anything worthwhile.
of Western thought, the leverage of objection and Critical distance is not the only ideal of our time
counteragument forces a moment of reflective hes We can never achieve an entirely care-free approagch
itation that can heighten rather than diminish outo life. Commitment engizes our culture, even as
ardor for the truth. My point, then, is not to criticizecritical inquiry encourages dispassionate analysi
the critics. Ratherl want to draw attention to the Yet the very nobility of our commitments can creatt
spiritual consequences of critical distance, cense distance that is as debilitating as critique. Since o
quences that now prevail, in spite of the best interactual society or movement lives up to that ideal,
tions of scholars and professors. we can end up unengaged in fact and in action+
To learn that Muslims have many wives, thatpushing away evil rather than seeking the good.
Hindus have many gods, and that Eskimos hav€ontrolled by what the old writers calléastidium
many words for snow yields no insight other thara fastidious conscience, we boil with outrage on the
the recognition of diversityrhe efect is not to shift surface of our souls, while at a deeper level, we do
our loyalty from appearance to realigs Plato per slack.Thus, many so-called seekers do not seek jat
trayed the déct of the dialectic of Socrates. Nor all; they wait for something worthy of their alle
does cultural study follow the pattern of modern scigiance and the waiting becomes habitual and-com
ence, where, for example, we move from the illusiotiortable. Our society has far more of these “waitery
of a moving sun that circles the earth to the accuratban “seekers.”
knowledge that the earth rotates on its axis. Quite the This fastidiousness is evident in our cultura
contrary The now widespread fefct of the modern response to stdring, the second feature of our
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current intellectual and moral landscape that strikesions because we do not want to make anyone feel
me as emblematiaVe recoil from crueltyand this bad.We indulge and we trim, because the thought g
dominates our collective conscience asslmmmum suffering paralyzes. Fixed on the horror of crugelty|
malum The taboos of traditional morality may evap the fastidious conscience is brought to inaction by
orate as we cultivate critical distance, but no puréhe very passion of its commitment. Fearing evil—
vacuum develops in their place. Instead, our sensivhy add to the grief of divorce by condemning it?—
tivity to suffering and our horror over cruelty we withdraw from action.
increases. Just consider the case of my grandmotherHow can we bridge the distances demanded by
who went to a public hanging at a county fair incritical thought? How can we overcome the fastidi
Hannibal, Missouri, when she was a childday ous conscience that cannot countenance the “no” [of
we shudder at the thought. Howe ask ourselves, discipline? First, we need to guard against the te
could our forebears have been so insensitive to sulency of modern theology to turn thdliafions of
fering and cruelty? acedia into enticements toward virtue. Consider Papl
Once again, | do not intend a blanket criticism ofTillich’ s formulation of the “Protestant Principle.” It
our present squeamishness. Most likehe should is the negation of all positive, finite, and worldly
be thankful that something of moral significance hasorms of faith and practice. In this waillich
filled the void created by critical consciousnests. makes critical distance into a form of faith. “What
least we cannot gaze upon torture andesimg with  makes Protestantism Protestant,” he writes, “is the
a dispassionate and care-free attitude. Nonethele$act that it transcends its own religious and confe$
we must recognize how contemporary moral senssional characteithat it cannot be identified wholly
bilities tempt us toward acedia. Our vague and gerwith any of its particular historical formsThe step
eral moral sentiments—"sigiring is evil"—over ping back that marks critical thought is, then, the
whelm our immediate duties and corrupt our abilityessence of true religion.
to function within the complexities of ordinary “Protestantism, Tillich continues, “has a prinei
moral relationsAs Judith Shklar wrote, ‘G hate ple that stands beyond all its realizations.” “It is not
cruelty more than any other evil involves a radicabxhausted by any historical religion; it is not identi
rejection of both religious and political conventions.cal with the structure of the Reformation or of early
It dooms me to a life of skepticism, indecision,-dis Christianity or even with a religious form at all.” Or
gust, and often misanthropy” still again, “The Protestant principle . . . contains th
Our misanthropy is swaddled in kindness, but itlivine and human protest against any absolute claim
manifests the symptoms of acedia nonetheless. Hawade for a relative reality Thus, Tillich draws a
many parents cannot muster the determination twonclusion that is ubiquitous in modern progressiv|
discipline their children because they cannot beaheologies: “Nobody can have the ultimate, nothing
inflicting the sufering it will require? How many conditioned can possess the unconditioreid
educators have despaired of grading, not out ef lamobody can localize the divine that transcends spafe
situde or neglect, but because they shrink from thand time.” Or to quote from a bumper sticker versiop
thought of the hurt feelings of those who do poorlydf the same: My God is too big to fit into any ong
The examples are but instances of a broad culturegligion.
trend. Demand and expectation are hurtful, and we If Tillich’ s Protestant principle is true, then why in
turn away from zeal in order to soften the blows othe world would anyone experience, let alone givei;E
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discipline. Our general commitment to reduce- sufto, a burning desire to come to the Lord in baptis
fering causes us to hesitate from inflicting the paimnd worship? If nothing conditioned can possess the
of shame.Thus, acedia, a languid disregard forunconditioned, if the finite is not capable of the-infi
moral and social standards, is now a virtue. nite, then who would not despair of the religious

For this reason, | do not think our present culturdéife? Contrary toTillich, we must stop pretending
of affirmation is based on an Emersonian convictiorthat the distance and dispassion of modern intelle
that each person is lit with genius. Rathee hold tual life are covert forms of faithfulness. Ciritical
our tongues and smile politely when people tell us ahought may produce what St. Paul, in 2 Corinthians
their divorces, abortions, infidelities, and transgres?, calls worldly grief, the sorrow that any hones
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person must feel when he recognizes that sicknessith the oil of gladness” so that they might be
disease, and death conquer finite flesh. But we mustflamed with desire for wisdom. If we are to fight
be crystal clealCritical thought does not and cannotthe noonday devil of acedia, then teato amoe of
produce the godly grief that St. Paul commeifitist critical distance needs to be counteracted by forms
comes from repentance and personal change, noftintellectual life that hasten toward an embrace ¢
critical insight. truth. Desire for truth needs to gain the upper harjd
This leads me to my second observation. Iover fear of error

Dantes Purgatorio, the principle of sacramental Evagrius Ponticus fdrs a diferent remedy for sloth.
penance holds swayices are cured by their con For him, the single great weapon against acedia [is
trary, and thus, the slow and tepid love of the slothstability. This seems to contradict Darge’ushing
ful is pulged by a frenzied fervorSo, in a pie throng, but it does nofThe penitent are hurrying
turesque scene, just as Dante ¥idjil doze of on  away from their negligence. Evagrius, howevsr
the ledge oflento amoe, they are awakened by a not concerned with how to restore the fallen, byt
crowd of penitents rushing bghouting and weeping how to prevent the monk from falling in the first
with overwrought passion. “Sharp feryorsays place. He writes, “The time of temptation is not the

—h

A great stratagem of the slothful is to hurry about from place to
place to find a more congenial locale for their spiritual projects.
The moment a postmodern seeker finds worship somewhat cold,

off he goes to another church to try to find more “vitality

Virgil to those who run hymakes up for negligence time to leave one’cell, devising plausible pretexts.
and delay which you perhaps used through -lukeRather stand there firmly and be patientWhen, a
warmness in doing good.” few centuries laterSt. Benedict made stability the

Here we need to be careful not to moralize, focenterpiece ofWestern monasticism, he did so for|
according to Dante, as for all premodern writers, théhe same reason.
great work of charity is first and foremost the work A great stratagem of the slothful is to hurry about
of prayer To the extent that we are brought to-dis from place to place to find a more congenial local
passion by critical thought, we must enter into thdor their spiritual projectsThe moment a postmed
disciplines of daily prayer with all the greater fervorern seeker finds worship somewhat cold hef goes
and commitmentThe more we feel the torpor of to another church to try to find more “vitalityor
critical distance, the more swifty we must runeven more likely he logs ontcAmazon.com and
toward the daily dfce, toward regular study of orders a book on Buddhist spiritualitfe demand
Scripture, toward the bread and the cup of thenmediate results, and should we experience the
Eucharist.An intimacy with divine things is the dryness and tepidness that comes from distance gnd
proper way toward a passion for divine trufle  alienation, we respond by distancing ourselves still
cannot enjoy that which we hold at a distance. further

This insight also holds true for the intellectual life. This agitated search for something higrsme
Critical distance easily producesaxpor animi We  thing more transparent “the pure gospel’—comes at
must resist the temptation to forever look behind great cost. One can no more play games with sgp
or above or belowAt some point, we must train aration and divorce in marriage and expect to enjqy
our minds on some aspect of studyhether the fruits of intimacythan one can in orgunion
Wordsworths Prelude or a puzzling question in with the body of Christ. One can no more serve
topology We must allow ourselves to be romancedChrist by loyalty to theological abstractions thar
and ravished by the promise of trutAs St. serve human beings by loyalty to sentience. Only |a
Bonaventure observes in the prologue to théocused love can overcome distanddter all,
[tinerarium mentis in DeunjThe Journey of the Dantes rushing crowds on the ledge of sloth are ng
Mind into God, those who study must be “anointedgoing hither and yonThey are all going the same
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direction—toward Him in whom all will rest.
Knowing whether to follow Dants’advice and
rush toward intimacy or to heed Evagrius an(
remain in stable loyalty cannot be reduced to a fol
mula or principle.There are no intellectual selu
tions to spiritual problems. Like each of the seve|
deadly sins, acedia must be fought with spiritug
discipline. Such discipline is profoundly alien to
our culture, not because we have alternatives, b
because we entertain the fantasy of life withou
spiritual demandsrThis fantasy is the most impor
tant legacy of modernityFor the great innovation
of modern culture was the promise of progres
without spiritual disciplineAll we need to do is
adopt the experimental method, calculate ufility
institute the rule of layestablish democragcyrust
the market. In each instance, scientific knowledgg
the machinery of proper procedure, the invisibl¢
hand of a well-designed process, will carry us for
ward. If we will but believe in this promise, we are|
told, then we will be free to neglect our souls. Fo
according to this modern dream, our virtues an
vices are inconsequential matters of private tas]
and personal judgmenthus, although our society A SeraphimApplies a Burning Coal to Isaials Lips
is increasingly Willing to use economic incentivesWh.ose. hegrt yearn.s.for God is cauterized by His hqumivine
and legal sanctions to influence behavior (Welfarganng inspies sacrifice and the courage to take principled stands
reform and laws against smoking are signal exantush toward the truth nor Evagriysatient stability
ples), we insist that all discipline must remain orleads to an exhausted or desiccated existence. On the
the surfaces of life. Once economic and legatontrary the spiritual disciplines they gg serve the
requirements are met, we insist upon our right tend of intimacyTheir strategies awaken and tether|
live as we wish. enepize and focusThey wish us to become persons
This fantasy of life without spiritual demandswith distinct outlines and deep purposes. Only gs
demonstrates the depth of our captivity to acedisguch persons can we be partners in fellowship—with
Pride has no role here, for even when vicious, ambthe truths we seek and with each otl@ne can no
tion shapes the soul. Our ideal, by contrast, is shapgore desire the blessings of marriage with fedif
lessnessWe want to be free—to be ourselves. Ouence or a wandering eye, than seek a lasting truth
ambition is a tautologyempty of any will to shape with languid disregard or lack of concentratidhis
or sharpen our lives. Even as we sculpt our bodies lds true in our relation to Godlve must desire
the gyms, we cultivate a languid spiritual disposiholiness to allow the burning coal to touch our lips,
tion, one aptly described by Chaucere‘de like the and we must be attentive and focused to hear the
tired cat that would fain have fish; but what thinkstill, small voice.We should rush toward our Lord,
ye? He would not wet his claws!Tjanslated fom for we can never become too intimate, and w
Middle English] In our sloth, we will not wet our should wait patiently with Him, for He always has|
feet in the frightening water of any spiritual disci something more to givéo do so, we must place the
pline, Christian or otherwise. For fear of woundingpedagogy of critical distance and the dictates of con
sensibilities, for fear of ethnocentric dogmatism, wescience within a lger vision of journey toward the
abandon discipline, or we individualize discipline totruth, a journey in which the warm and enduring
the point that it is not discipline at all. embrace of love is to be cherished rather thgn
We must wet our claws. Neither Dartaligent mocked or feared. 0
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BOOK REVIEWS

Favored by Angels

R ALL HIS FAME as the creator of
Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn, it may
ome as a surprise to many that Mar
Twain (Samuel Clemens) was also th
author of an imaginative, but historieal
ly accurate, biography of Joan @éfc. Indeed,
Twain spent more time (twelve years and man
months in France) researching and writing this
book than any other in his oeuvre. He personall
regardedThe Personal Recollections of Joan o
Arc ( Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 1989) as bo
his most important and his best work.
It is presented as the reflections of Sieur Loui
de Conte, a childhood playmate of Joan and latg
her page and secretary
Joan ofArc had the briefest epoch-making mili
tary career known to history—thirteen months! It
found France an English province, cowed an
dispirited, and concluded with a virtual completio
of the One HundredearsWar and the imminent
return of France to sovereign self-rule.
Captured as a prisoner of wdoan was held by
the English for a (literal) prince’ransom. Neither
the ingrate king nor the fickle French lifted a hanc
nor offered a penny Rather the Bishop of Joan of Arc at the Coronation of Charles V11
Beauvais bought Joan, ostensibly for the Churchput resolute refusal to be tricked into self-incrimi
but really for the English, who sought to disgracenation by these masters of innuendo and casuist
and defame hethereby nullifying her extraordi Her vicious adversaries used the sacrament
nary power to rally French patriotism. confession, long denied this devout soul, to gath
Consequentlyshe was shut up in the dungeonsnformation for their proceedings by planting a
of the Castle of Rouen, chained by hands and feetnfederate to eavesdrop. Fatrthe bidding of her
to a pillar in a cage. It was a dreary and hideougoices, Joan had refused to divulge certain revel
captivity, but it could not break her invincible spir tions vouchsafed henot even (in her words) “if
it. For three months, a solitary girl of nineteenyou tore the limbs from my body
without advocate or advisoshe stood trial on  Deception followed deception. Joan was finally
trumped up chaes against a formidable array ofpersuaded to sign an innocuous document, whic

1854 painting by Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres, Louvre, Paris

ecclesiastical judges, exhibiting an astonishingpy a subterfuge, was really a full confession of

calm, clarity of speech, sharp memayd a gentle erroneous chges constituting herespf course,
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she repudiated the document when she knew of |
real contents and went to her martyrdom with th
peace of God in her heart and endearing words a
loving prayers for the cur she had crowned and t
nation of ingrates she had saved. "
When the fires rose about her and she begged fg
a cross to kiss, it was an English soldier whc
answered her pathetic prayer
Twenty-five years after her immolation, a
Process of Rehabilitation was institutddctloud of
witnesses came forth, made oath and testified. |
that sworn testimony the beautiful history of Joar§
of Arc is laid bare, from her childhood to her mar §
tyrdom. From the verdict she rises stainlessly pu
in mind and heart, in speech and deed and spirit,
As the books author writes in a postscripted
essayJoans mind, in several particulars a prodigy
(legal sophistication, oratorical eloquence, diplo
matic sagacitymilitary brilliance), is utterly sin
gular in the history of genius in that, where othe
illustrious figures grew toward their excellence,
she began as an exceptional general, an acco
plished statesman, a self-possessed qratat a
shrewd lawyerFurthermore, her prophetic powers .
knOW feW para”els for the SpeCIfICIty Wlth WhICh Painting ((oil on canvas) by Eugéne Thirion (1876) , Church of Notre Dame, Chatou, France
the time, place, and precise nature of events pri  Joan of Arc hears the counsel of the Archangel Michael
dicted. These prophecies include the outcomes c.
various battles, her own wounding, the length oflauntless courage coupled with compassion for
her military careerand her martyrdom. any who sukred, sober piety and soaring epti
How is all this to be explained? Quite simply mism.
Joan was favored of God and of angels, including For a deeply moving account of a pure and noble
the Archangel MichaelTwain has a wonderfully spirit who was guided by the Race (Holy) Spirit
evocative description of the Magdencounter with for splendid narrative writing, trenchant and, af
this august Being. She had daily speech wittimes, humorous dialogue (this ®wvain, after
angels, saw them face to faddey counseled her all!); for a vivid evocation of a time when religion
comforted and heartened hgave her foreknowl was the overriding and unifying fact of common
edge of events, and prompted her importartfe; and, not least, for a sheer good “read,” thi
actions. No threat of any form of death could causkook satisfies and inspires. [
her to recant heYisions andVoices.They were —C.W
emissaries of God and Joan conformed her will to . .
their bidding, knowing it was Gasl It was to His Meetmg the Dead through Mirrors

Tribunal that she must answérhave a good Master
who is our Lord and to Him | will submit all.” IVI IRROR GAZING? Advocated by a

vJ

There were striking contrasts in her character medical doctor who also has a Ph.D. ang
including an unlikely blending of magnanimity a teaching position at a universityziIl,
and humility keen intelligence and breathtakingyes. But then, what about this: “The Rosicrucian
simplicity, easy familiarity and spotless purity Fellowship advocates the study of astrology and
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palmistry by all its members{Teachings of an
Initiate, p.128). Palmistry? Heindsl’ search for
truth takes him sometimes to unlikely placeg
much to our benefit. So he might have been-sy
pathetic to the work of DRaymond Moodywho,
like Heindel, is no stranger to controversy ang
skepticism. Moody has weathered both in populaf
izing neardeath experiences (involving the sepaj§s
ration of individual consciousness from the phys
cal body), which he proves are far more prevale
than usually thought. Moody’new field of inves
tigation is really an extension of NDE stud
because many of his subjects, while out of the bod :
contacted deceased loved ones in a world of ligho;on a,Henry Gillard Glindoni (1852-1913), Wellcome Library, University of London
It was primarily with a view toward providing John Dee Performing an Experiment before Elizabeth |

solace for survivors of departed ones that DiAn enigmatic figug, "consideed one of the most learned men in
Moody began to explore mirror gazing as a tool fo P Dee was a one-man thinktank’ of his. daglgious

. .. ermeticist, and, some maintain, of early Rosicrician persuasion.
contacting the spirits of the deceased. Nor was ..
S0 naive as not to anticipate an even more dubioumjght not have pursued it did not he, like many

even hostile, response from a fearful and closggioneers of new techniques, apply the proceduf

minded public. A psychologist, learning of on himself. He sought to contact a loved matern
Moody'’s plans to conduct a study in this area, saidjrandmother and, to his astonishment, had a livir
“There goes your careBA physician attending to encounter with hispaternal grandmother who

Moody'’s thyroid problem said he had “gonéthie  came forth from the mirror and telepathically eon
deep end” and made a diagnosis of manic-depregersed with him—to their mutual benefit, particu
sive, prescribing lithium for him! So much for larly for Dr. Moody, who had found this person
prophets and lesser types being without honor imascible and negative when he was a child. Hg

their own country and communitjloody faces behavior was explained and his grievances wef
the resistance franklyeven with optimism. “I healed. Moodyno tyro in these matters, describes

believe, in my own way have opened up Pandara’ this encounter as “one of the most life-changin
jar. Yet from this modern jar will surely spring events | have ever experiencéthat happened
good things, such as hope and understanding.” altered my concept of reality almost totdlly
The immediate problem the student\géstern On the basis of this meeting, .OMoody con

WisdomTeachings might have with mirror gazingducted a number of experiments, the first involy
is that it is mediumistic, right®/rong. No inter  ing ten normal, healthyntelligent people who had
mediate agency is involved. But it involves passivno occult ideologies. Each went through a prepar
ity and dangerous suggestibilitgloes it not? tion period and then entered the apparition chan
Passivity? No.The subject is encouraged to beber, orpsychomanteun®f the ten ushered through
focused and alert. His mind is directed toward-reathe process, five saw apparitions of their departg
izing a specific aim, and he is almost alwayselation. Improvement of facilities and refinemen

impelled by a positive emotion ranging from warmof techniques enhanced the results of the visionayy

appreciation to profound love. He is suggestibldacilitation.

only in the sense that he is not rigidly close-meithd ~ Reunions (Ballantine Books, 1993) puts the

or inhibited by predetermined ideas or by fear angractice of mirror gazing in an historical context

agitation. tracing its royal ancestry to the mystery cere
Specifically what is involved? Dr Moody monies of ancient Greek initiatory rites, notably ir

describes his work as “visionary facilitation.” Hethe Oracle of the Dead at Ephyra, where highl
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polished, watefilled, metal cauldrons served asextension of their etheric consciousness, thys
the “speculum” or mirror frame in which the ean enabling subliminal perception. Clearly though
didate, having been deprived of sensory stimulssome departed are able to come the full distange
tion, enters the torchlit apparition chamber andnd be discerned bodily as in any normal physical
confronts huge, mind-transforming apparitions. encounterin many facilitated apparitions, Jupiter
Two millenia latey Queen Elizabetk’ private consciousness is activated in the subject, enabling
intelligence agent, John Dee, conjured on a dailthem to read thoughts of the loved one even mofe
basis, using an obsidian divination mirror previ clearly and intimately than if they were spoken.
ously used by tha&ztecs. He meticulously recoerd It is Dr. Moody’s desire and intention to rehabil
ed the revelation of wisdom and visitation of .—==._ itate and legitimize the stataad role of mir
spirits in the face of considerable publigZ \, ror gazing as a primanyodality in grief
outrage. therapy a tool for studying altered
Other references to the phenome |\ states of consciousness, and a means
of mirror gazing in historical, liter §& |\ for researching shamanism and
ary, and mythical sources incluc . more generally the hypnogogic
Through the Looking Glass b state, which, asThomas Edison
Aladdin and his lamp, Odysse\ knew may be an especially fertile
divining from a pool of blood} source of images, ideas, and assq
Joseph divining from his silve@ ciations.
drinking cup, Abraham Lincoln Dr. Moody is sanguine about the
viewing his double in a nearby mirro potential and prospects for mirror gaz
ominously pale and ghostly (presagir ing. He feels that parapsychology ha$
his assassination). become abstract and intellectual
Particular experiences vary col | MuseodeAménea, Madid 70 and seems to have renouncefd
. . . Black Obsidian (Mcanic Glass) . .. .
siderably in content and apparitiol irror Used for Divination its living connection to the soul
al disclosure. Usually the speculum (psyche). Its real subject matter is
first clouds over or mists, colors and lights appeathe universe of consciousness. Under controllgd
and out of this smoky substance a figure magonditions, not unlike those prevailing in pre-
emege. But there are times when only the presChristian Greek mysteries, the mind can have
ence is felt, often coupled with an auditory visionexperiences that transcend traditional strictures pf
One might suppose that the visiting beirags, at time and space, educing the emotions of awg,
most, ghostly or diaphanous. Howevaronestudy amazement, and profound, lifefiehing gratitude.
13% of the contacts with the dead were tactile. For some, mirror gazing has provided a doorwaly
Not infrequently the subject does not meet theirto other dimensions of the mind, has enabled
loved one in the psychomanteum (basicaly remarkable encounters with deceased loved ongs,
darkened chamber), but a day or more Jaiter and thus has permitted healing and psychie cl
their own residence, usually at nigliiso, one sure. It is the authts observation that mirror gaz
may encounter not the intended departed bumg exerts a transformative influence on persenal
another close relative, and in so doing amendinty comparable to a nedeath experience, making
wrong attitudes and, through information providedhe subject kindermore understanding, and less
by the visitant, gaining a new sense of freedonfearful of death. Used in the gentle, guarded, arjd
through understanding and @reness. In other guided manner outlined by DrMoody in
words, one sees whom one needs to meet, wieunions,it may serve a useful function in the
may not always be whom one wants to meet.  evolution of consciousness; though, to remind the
From an occult viewpoint, some subjectsreader“loving, self-foigetting service is the shest,
demonstrate an ability to leave their physical bodyhe safest, and the most joyful road to God."0
and meet the departed “halfwapthers have an —C.W
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

< ot

And God said, Behold, | have given you evergnce again become aware of the spiritual worlds |n

herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all theshich he lives and moves and has his beirgs
earth, and every ¢e, in the which is the fruit of a objective is thwarted when a person eats mes
tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. = which stimulates the instinctual nature and make
—Gen. 1:29 the person more responsive to lower fleshl
impulses. Nutrition derived from the plant king
N GENESIS 1:29 of the Holy Bible we are dom induces a more mild and temperate nature a

told what kind of food we should eddver facilitates the cultivation of spiritual attributes.
the long course of his involution, mankind The food that we eat should consist of fruits
has been given ddrent articles of food for vegetables, grains, nuts, herbs, and, if electe
his diet. Adamic man was only mineral in modest portions of ganic milk productsThese

nature. He was followed by the Cain man, whdoods provide us with various forms and amplé

was plant-like and was nourished on plant foodgjuantities of carbohydrates, proteins, and fats. It
Thus does Scripture record that Cain tilled the soimportant that we maintain balance in the selecti
and planted grain. During the Lemurian epochand amount of the foods that we consume. Ia p
when man was animal-like and passional in naturdgicular, we should try to select foods that yield ar
having an indwelling desire body that gave himalkaline, rather than an acid, reaction when used
soul experiences, it was permissible and proper fdhe bodyThe alkaline-forming foods will promote
man to eat meathe Bible designates this phase inbetter health and thus help us tover® many
man’s development with the sentence, “Nimrodcommon diseases such as colds, influegzait,
was a mighty huntérDuring the middle and latter cancey diabetes, and heart problems.
part of theAtlantean Epoch, mankind was given a In general, the foods that produce an alkalin
mind, which linked his three-fold lower naturereaction in our stomach are the fruits and veget
with his three-fold Spirit and made possible thébles.All meats, including fish and poultrproduce
indwelling of the Ego, or Human SpirilThis an acid reaction. Meats are much more complg
development is signified by the advent of Noachiamrganisms than plant food and require a strong ac
man, who was given the article of wine (called byenvironment to break them down so that they ca
many a “spirit”) to deaden the true Spirit dwellingbe assimilated. Serious students of the Rosicruci
in the body Under the intoxicating influence of teachings, for a variety of reasons, have voluntar
this pseudo spirit, man gradually ot his divine ly and gladly eliminated meat from their diet.
origin and focused his whole attention upon the The total calorie content of our foods may be i
lessons to be learned in this world. these proportions: 60% to 70% from carbohy
Man has now evolved to thryan Epoch and drates, 20% to 15% from protein, and 20% to 159
should be well on his way to becoming a vegetarifrom fat.
an because he is called to build and use positively In currentAmerica obesity has become epidem
his latent ogans of supersensible perception andc, even among its children, caused by overeatin
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making wrong food choices, and lack of exerciseserum, tissues, andgan cells fully hydrated. In
Obesity can and does lead to diabetes. It has befatt, many diseases are caused by a protracted lack
recently stated in U.S.A. daily newspapers that onef pure water and therefore can be easily prevented
child in three born in the year 2000 will becomeby providing an adequate supply of it.
diabetic unless they start eating less, eating moreWe should also endeavor to eat whole grains @s
wisely, and exercising more. Diabetes leads tonuch as possibl&Vhite bread and white rice have
many health problems, including blindness, kidneypeen stripped of much of their nutrient value, an
failure, limb amputation and heart disease. Manwll of their roughage, because the hull (bran) has
medical doctors are well aware that a diabetie epbeen removed. Many important minerals require,
demic is currently underway and needs to béy our bodies are contained in the bran. Cattle that
stopped'The top culprit in obesity is added sugarare fed the bran are generally very healigease
in so many food products. Experts say that peoplean occur when the hull of the grain is strippéefd of
should get no more than 10% of their needed-calanless it is supplemented in some other manngr
ries from sugarthough sugar intake has increasederiberi, a painful nerve disease caused by a lagk
28% since 1983. of vitamin B1, is quite common in oriental coun
We should also endeavor to eat in moderatioriries that serve polished rice; that is, rice with the
There are far to many men and women in our-sochull removed. Sixty percent of the nutrient value of
ety that overeat. Obesity rates in the U.S. doublegce is contained in the bran.
in the 19908. Overeating taxes the circulatory and Fresh citrus fruit are good for preventing scurvy
digestive systems and contributes to reduced lifsometimes called scabies, which is caused by|a
span. Parents should constantly set a good exampdek of vitamin C, contained in all citrus fruit and
for their children, especially with regard to eatingmany vegetables. Lack of vitamin C can cause
habits. fatigue, aching joints, compromised immune-sys
Memory loss in old age may have nothing to ddem, bleeding gums, prostration, bruises that won
with Alzheimers disease but a lot to do with bloodheal, and weak heart. Many years ago the Britigh
sugar levelA simple well-planned diet, with med Navy discovered that when their sailors went o
erate exercise, may be all that is required to protelting voyages with little or no citrus fruit, they
your brain. Eat less sugar and do more walking ateveloped the symptoms of scur¥jey corrected
running. If you dort use it you may lose it! the problem by providing an adequate number ¢f
Another point regarding eating right is that welimes for the crew on all voyages, resulting in thg
should always chew our food thoroughberhaps term “limey” to describe the English sailor
10-15 times per mouthfulhis will help us predi In conclusion, we might summarize our recom
gest our food by mixing it with enzymes and alkamendations for eating right by tabulating a list of
line fluids secreted by the salivary glands, facili the following dos and dorts:
tating the assimilation of what we ingéate might
talk a little less at meals and concentrate more on 1) Do eat a moderate amount of fruits, vegetable
incorporating the eart®’bounty Christs body to grains, nuts, herbs and milk products.
flesh out our etheric body 2) Dont eat meat.
We should also endeavor to drink plenty of pure 3) Dont eat refined sugar and limit sugar intake
water throughout the dathough somewhat less at 4) Do chew your food thoroughly
meals in order that stomach acid secret for diges 5) Do eat a variety of raw foods frequently
tion is not made too dilute. Usually 8 glassfuls, 6) Dont eat overly processed food.
more or less, are recommended each™aig pro 7) Do eat whole (not hulled) grains and seeds.
motes the movement of food dgithrough the ali 8) Dont eat too much fat.
mentary canal, helps to cleanse the lymph system,9) Do eat a well balanced meal.
encourages the elimination of toxic bi-products 10) Do drink an adequate amount of watel]
from cellular metabolism, and keeps the blood —Harry O'Connell
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HEALING

Observation as a
Factor in Health

O THOSE interested in improving
and maintaining health, as well as in
making spiritual progress, it is of
prime importance to form the habit of
careful and accurate observatidine
reason for this is to be found in the fact that thée
welfare of the physical body is definitelyfedted ous the life has been during the day
by the degree to which the pictures of the conscious Thus, our activities during sleep partially restor¢
mind coincide with the records of the subeonharmon; but the warring vibrations from day to day
scious mind. and year to year are one of the causes which grad
The subconscious memory or mind is made byally harden and destroy ourganism, until it
images of our internal (thoughts, emotions, antéecomes unfit for the use of the spirit and must e
will impulses) and external (three-dimensionalabandoned to give the spirit another opportunit
sensory) environment carried by inspired air to thér growth in a new and better bodg proportion
lungs, and thence to the blood and negative pole a we learn to observe accurate@ shall gain in
the reflecting ether “atoms” of the vital body health and longevityand we shall need less resf
Unless we observe the sights and sounds aroundarsd sleep. O
accurately the pictures in the conscious mind do
not coincide with the automatic subconscious Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisibje
records, and the rhythm and harmony of the denddelpers, and our friends and patients may share|in
body is disturbed in proportion to the inaccuracy o# high privilege, as well as add much to the power
our observation during the dakhis same process of liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
applies to self-observation and our ability to bdor the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
honest in understanding our motives and in fairhgvening in the Healinglemple at 6:30 (7:30 when
expressing them in our relationships. Daylight time is in dict) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
During sleep the Ego and the mind, clothed irat 4:15 BM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
the desire bodydraw out from the vital body and the following dates:
the dense bodythe two latter remaining on the 5—13—20—26
bed, while the higher vehicles hover above or near ;o 3 10—17—24—30
the sleeping bodys the harmonies of the Desire 77777
World pervade the desire bgdyisdom and truth  Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture
replace errorThe desire body regains its rhythmof the white rose in the center of the Rosicrucian
and tone, the time required to restore it varyingemblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, ang
according to how illusive, impulsive, and strenu concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.
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FOR CHILDREN

The Coral Necklace

OUHAVEALL HAD BIRTHDAYS  Mother Natures sea garden!
and you know how itis to open mys  “The settlement grew and grew until after g
terious little packages wrapped upwhile it had made quite a high walllhen the bod
daintily in soft white tissue paper ies of the first families were settled and turned tp
and tied with bright ribbons. So, stone, then out of this stone seemed to grow little
dear readers, you will all know just how Rosaliebuds, almost like the tiny leaves seen in the spring
felt on her birthday and how eagerly shetime. Now these were the coral children and quite
unwrapped her gifts, exclaiming over the surpriséke other children they were too, for some wan
that each package held. dered away looking for a newome, just as the
The last one to be opened was a little oblong bofirst settlers had done. But other children neve
different from the other packagesad when she once tried to loosen themselves from the family
opened it, you should have heard her exclaim, “Olut stayed at home and helped to buidd so this
how lovely!” for there resting on a tuft of soft white living wall grew to be very beautiful. It reflected
satin were three tiny roses carved out of the daintthe blue of the skythe gold of the sunshine, the
est pink coral, and fastened on a slender gold chairase glow of the sunset, and, yes, even the bright
“Oh, Grandpa, how beautifuMvhere did you scarlet of the sunriséfter a while there grew up
get it? Do tell me all about the pretty coral roses.fovely forests of coral trees, dainty pink shrubg,
So Grandpa lifted Rosalie onto his knee and alind flowers of a deeper hue.
the children in the birthday party gathered round to “Nestling within same of the coral walls were
hear the story of the coral necklace. tiny lakes, where brilliantly colored fish sported
and darted about, nibbling the soft green seawegd
“Years and years ago—probably thousands dhat caught on the coral branches.
years,” said Grandpa, “away over in the warm blue “Sometimes other little sea dwellers teased the
waters of the Mediterranean Sea, floated some litoral family saying, ‘Come out of your houses ang
tle creatures with soft, jelly-like bodies, quite likefloat with us.’And the little coral builders would
starfish only very tinyThey were looking for a call back, ‘Float away and find your happinésg.
new home, and finding firm rocks in the warm,cant come out of our houses for our houses afe
deep sea, they fastened themselves there securelyrselves. But we make play of our work and arg
They had no feet nor eyes, but through theihappy builders for Mother Nature.’
mouths they drank in drops of sea wataking in “The little coral builders could not hear as we
wee bits of lime, which helped to build their bod do, and of course they could not talk as we do, bt
ies into what looked like tiny limestone castlesthe sea dwellers have a language all their own and
More and more of this floating coral family— understand quite well what the other sea familigs
related to the famous polyp family—fastenedhave to say to them,” explained Grandpa.
themselves to the rocks. How firmly they held to “And so, faithfully, hopefully and lovingly they
the rocks and how patiently and steadily they wertiuilt a great coral strand. Of course, it took years
about their work of building, doing their part inand years to build this strand, for these littl¢
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builders were so very tinfhe earliest settlers had S &
long since left their castle-like limestone housegit 8
and their little life sparks had gone on. But thegs
left their stone houses as a firm foundation for th
other coral mites to build upon.
“Now these happy builders loved the dashing

undines—the sea sprites—would whisper to thes
of other creatures of the sea, telling wonderfu§
tales of Mother Nature’sea treasures.
“The kind Nature Spirits who work with the s
great polyp family helped them with their coral§
wall and cheered them as they worked. For i
Mother Natures school it is a rule that those who
know how to do things must help those who ar
only learning and they must be patient with therxss
until they have learned their lessons. :
“Mother Nature is very wonderful and into herg
tender care the great Father has given the earth &
sea children.And Mother Nature guides and§
watches over all her little children. She loves ther
with a great understanding love and alway®#$
rewards their faithfulness. ~
“So the tiny coral builders did not in the leasg$
mind it when in an occasional sea storm the crusk
ing waves would break D& great chunk of their [ gEEs \
wall. No, that was a part of the reward they hopef o e Coral
for as faithful buildersA new experience was Corals ae tiny plant-like animals that depend on clean,

theirs then, for kind fishermen carried away thesclear waters and sunlight to survive. Under these conditiong
broken pieces of the coral strand. corals gradually build the coral skeleton that shapes ¢&é r
“ . . ,and transforms it into an elaborate struattthat can live for
And that brings me to your necklace, Rosalie,’io,sands of years. Theaf is home to thousands of fish,

continued Grandpa. lobsters, sea turtles, and other marine species found newhe
“One lovely bit of rare pink coral was taken to eelse. U.S. coraleefs cover about 6,500 sqeamiles. Ther

; : ; : may be as many as 9 millioeaf species, but only 1 million
Jeweler who with his caring hands carved theS‘have been identified. Coratefs have been called nagisr

MOO]SJQHHL]S/)I/‘(U!OO‘IJKLLI/(p0|0/\ S

dainty rosesAnd through their faithful service in megicine cabinet because they contain many substances that

Mother Natures sea garden, the coral builders novcan help to estoe and maintain human health. Coralefs
bring happiness to a little girl on her birthday are sensi_tive to cha_nges in their_ emgiment and .need human
Then grandpa clasped the slender gold Chacooperatlon and minimal pollution if theyeagoing to last.
around Rosalig’ soft white throat, saying: “These that we, too, may progress. LOVE is the means [
three pink roses will help you to remember three ofvhich we grow into the likeness of the Father ir
the greatest things in life, Rosalie: faith, hope, anthe Land of Love.”

love. Faith in Mother Naturs’ understanding

heart; hope to be of service as you go througtslife’ The world is full of oses
school; and love, love for every living thing. The 1oses full of dew

“As we love the sea creatures, the flowers and The dew is full of heavenly love
animals, and help them to progress in life, so the That drips for me and you. O
Angels andArchangels help us to grow strong so —Florence Barr
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