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FEATURE

It was the winter wild,

While the Heav'n-born child,

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies;
Nature in awe to him

Had dof'd her gaudy trim,

With her great Master so to sympathize:

It was no season then for her

To wanton with the Sun, her lusty paramour

Ring out ye crystal spheres!

Once bless our human ears

(If ye have power to touch our senses so)
And let your silver chime

Move in melodious time,

And let the bass of Heav'n's deepan blow;
And with your ninefold harmony

Make up full consort to th'angelic symphany

Yea, Truth and Justice then

Will down return to men,

Orb'd in a rainbow; and, like glories wearing,
Mercy will sit between,

Thron'd in celestial sheen,

With radiant feet the tissu'd clouds down steering;
And Heav'n, as at some festival,

Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall.

On the Morning of Christs Nativity
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But wisest Fate says no:

This must not yet be so;

The Babe lies yet in smiling infancy

That on the bitter cross

Must redeem our loss,

So both himself and us to glorify:

Yet first to those ychain'd in sleep,

The wakeful trump of doom must thunder through the deep.

So when the Sun in bed,

Curtain'd with cloudy red,

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave,

The flocking shadows pale

Troop to th'infernal jail,

Each fetter'd ghost slips to his several grave,

And the yellow-skirted fays

Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their moon-lov'd ma:

But see, th&/irgin blest

Hath laid her Babe to rest:

Time is our tedious song should here have ending.
Heav'n's youngest-teemed star

Hath fix'd her polish'd car

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending;
And all about the courtly stable,
Bright-harness'dngels sit in order serviceable.
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EDITORIAL

Embracing and Transcending the Physical

f Spirit to know that we receive exactly in harnessing and transmuting of basic desiregee®r
proportion to what we giveThe more we the puging and purifying of the impulsive self that
apply ourselves to enhancing the life around us, theould be gratified from moment to moment. How
more we, in the fullest sense, live. can we expect to receive intuitions and revelations ¢f
To one kind of mentalitythis attitude may appear higher worlds when our bodies jingle and jangle t
guestionable, perhaps foolisiA strictly secular the myriad coarse stimuli around ug® cannot
approach to existence is to strike out into the worldeceive the high until we constantly resonate at those
to find and to get. Ultimatelyhowever one gets same high frequencies; and to be able to do so is,|in
weary and perplexed; ultimatelgne finds sdéring large measure, to have slougheflaid died to the
and vanity because the motive for action has beetow, the heavyand the sensual.
personal and selfisffhat is, the motive, be it desire  This transmutation of desire egers may well
for knowledge, name, approbation, powarwealth, involve a dying to all that one holds near and diear
has been prompted by the small "i" and designed tarder that all the intimate ergges of personal attach
gratify the "me." ment may be released from their objects, liquified, gs
This thirst for physical gratification is a force moreit were, pooled, and rendered up in oblation to th
potent than we may care to appreciate. It is not onlylost High.This immolation of the lowethis upgiv
ingrained by the habit of many lifetimes, having beerng, engenders a new life; the consecratedgeeer
a legitimate impulse by which man has unfolded hisire ignited and spiritualized. One comes into a living
individual self-consciousness; it is also continuoushawareness of his spiritual being and sees the physi¢al
encouraged and reinforced by certain spirituabody as a garment, even as the material Earth is the
beings.Thus, in contending with the desire to havevisible temporary vesture of the Christ Spirit.
and hold more of what the material world seems to As long as we yearn for and seek ultimate answers
be able to dér, we are waging a metaphysical warin and through the material plane, so long shall we he
against "principalities, powers, rulers of themiserableThis truth is experiential in nature, how
Darkness of this world, spiritual wickedness in highever and is discovered and confirmed by each of Us
places.” (Eph. 6:12) only through trial and errotf we would have seeu
Christ Jesus triumphed over these Powers afty, peace, and light, surely reason itself informs u
Darkness: "Be of good chedrhave overcome the that these lie not with the physical, which today is an
world." The motto which describes this planetarytomorrow is notWe seek to bind ourselves to what
achievement is: "Not my will buthine be done." is enduring and not subject to the mutabilities of the
The victory is not attained through rooting out desiretemporal scheme of tangible objects and overt evenis.
however but in thedepersonalizing otransperson Along the waywe begin to understand that all we
alizing of the desire engies.We redirect and trans need for our spiritual unfoldment is already given us.
mute themThe life vector rises 6the temporal-her It is dormant, even germinating, within, awaiting ou
izontal and vitalizes the spiritual-vertical dimensionconscious tendingVhen we rampantly forage about
of being.We use basic desire force to serve wre in the world of sense perception for answers and
Selves, our permanent spiritual beings. Some of thequital to our every whim, we incur all manner of
first steps along the path of spiritual attainmentrouble. Our actions then indicate an absence of

O(N)E NEED NOT BE a studenbf the the Science concern the mastering of the desire nature—the

o
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insight into the orderly (trace the etymology of the
word cosmos) scheme of creation.
Sufficiency and fulfillment describe the harmo =
nious working of Natural LawThe one thing we
most need to do is to live each day with love
patience, gratitude, and constant readiness to be
use, to assist and upliftvhy should and how could
the Forces of Light entrust us with wisdom and
power when we are not fit to recognize or construd
tively employ our present endowmentg® first
must establish our worthiness, prove our readines
temper our metals, work with what we have, ang
master the small things. Christ Jesus in Salitude
Public fanfare and political banners attend the
masquerade of the living deabhe Holy Ones are our coming unto Him, that we may partake of Hig
not conspicuous. Recall the numerous occasions falory and know it to be our very true Being.
the Gospels when those healed by Christ Jesus aréAll earthly enterprise is preparation for this futtyn
enjoined to tell no one of their cure, byhom or  scious re-entry into the spirit worlds. Ultimatebelearn
how efected. Recall the frequency with which Christto step up out of our earthly wrappings, our mortg

Jesus absents Himself from crowds and His owaheaths, and identify ourselves as Children of Light.

Disciples to seek restorative solitud®orld servers  This path of attainment is no great highwagsy

are not in hot pursuit of the material world, yet theito travel or decked out with worldly accolades
actions demonstrate their selflesfat to redeem it. Therefore, it is shunned, for most people want mur
They are in the world but not of iThe principal dane consolations, compargnd reassurance¥et

work of the spiritual aspirant is interior; the heroismwe gradually understand that all we need comes from

shows on the inner planes; the rewards are invisiblen high. Our Heavenly Father seeks us more pers
Our Spirits languish in the midnight of the physi tently than we seek Him. He ever has been waitin
cal dimension. In a very real sense, only our individfor us to look up and acknowledge our spiritua
ual Selves can "save" us, notwithstanding the esdatrimony But He attends upon our exercising ou
teric fact that, without the cosmic sacrifice of manyinitiative, since free will and free choice are gifts sc
“great ones,” most crucially the Christ Spirit, most ofprecious as talefy intrusion by any divine Powers,
us would be consigned to awareness solely of tHgowever lofty
physical dimensionYet, when it comes to the attain ~ We sufer from the failure to think lge—to dare

ment of spiritual faculties and consciousness of spito know the God within, to summon and sustain the

itual realities, we must msinal and deploy our own will to liberate Him from bondage to the mortal, the

powers of will. This attributetself draws upon the first mutable, the trivial, and the abject.

aspect of triune Deity Here we are, then. God takes care of\Ws.must
Each of us eventually wearies of the outwardlare to take care of GoWe may oganize for our

courtship, the romancing of the world, the pursuit oelves a daily regimen of integrated activiper

the pleasures of sensory experiedctarce becomes forming service, gratefully greeting whatever may b

increasingly prominent in the total dynamism of ouwisited upon usWe need not strike out to remote

consciousness; we might call it spiritual greedfields, deeming them more promising or more fertile].

Having exhausted the possibilities of the materiaDptimum fertility is where we are, here and now
plane, we have the intimation of vast worlds loomingHere is where we grawConstant transplanting saps
at the rim of our conscious comprehensidfe so  strength. Once settled in disposition and intention
vehemently yearn for light that we wake to the transtranscendently simple, but not easperation), we

forming realization that our orphaned Spirits are-callattend to the holy calling of building the house nog

ing us.They are detained, captive in the Light, bereftnade with hands, that we may be born into sel
of our love for them, even as our Creator longs foeonscious and permanent higher Being. O
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Dying and Becoming

n this article the writer backtracks some
what from a blithe assumption &ffestern
WisdomTeachings and takes up a midpoint=
position that may be more accessible ant

Christian. It is hoped that this mediation might al ‘
so fortify the NewAge believer who knows his own =
convictions but may have somefuiblty in ratio-
nalizing them.

When does the revelation of Christ-centered trut, 3
ceaseMas it once and for all time delivered, ancies
now, in the fallow post-Golgotha aftermath, do the
semantic shards from that glorious fallout glint i
the reliquary of gospel scripture as the sole bequg
of Christian truth? But what about the Holy Spirit, il
the Spirit of Truth, which the Christ sends to teac Pietro Perugino, fresco (1496-1500), fresco, Collegio del Cambio, Perugia
us all things, and bring all things to oremem The Transfiguration
brance (John 14:16-17; 15:26)? The transfigued Christ Jesus is flanked by twaepious

" have manyhings (0 Say unto you, but ye can EReHMENt (ioses and Etiah of e Snit e e
not bear them now" (John 16:12). Prayhen?

"Now" was two thousand years ago. If, in®8MD. can be ingeniously explained as meaning other than
Jerusalem, there were more things to know thawhat it truly signifies, vindicating the dogma that
were dreamed of in the current philosophies, wherepudiates such an heretical thought. But hereticgl
does one awaken from the dream and know thete whom?To the Teacher HimselfAs incarnate

"things"? | submit that one major "thing" was inti Truth, did He not have an obligation to clearly-dis
mated while the Christ Being was still living in the patch such nonsenséRat He could have pre-exist

body of Jesus, and this revelation has, for approxed as one of the earlier prophets? He let pass thgir
mately one centunjpeen threatening to unravel theresponse because it was founded on an accepfed
synthetic garment of canonical Christian cloth.  and real metaphysical dynamic.

"Whom do men say that | the Son of man am? After the Baptist was imprisoned, the same occujt
And they said, some say that thou art John thuth is intimatedWho is John the Baptisi®hat a
Baptist; some Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one silly question, right? He's John the Baptist, &
the prophets” (Matt 16:13-14). On what assumptioprophet. But when did he first prophesy? Hundreds
does the question, and, far more, His disciplesf years before the Incarnation—as Elijah. "Beholq,
response, draw if not an implicit familiarization | send my messenger before thy face, which shall
with the law of successive lives? Of course this texprepare thy way before thee.And if ye will
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receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come."eyes of our understanding may be enlightened (Eph
Elias? The individuality that later invested the 1:18), that our minds be no longer blinded, since the
Baptist's body? Surely this can be explained withveil to the Holy of Holies is rent (Matt 27:51), done
out invoking the dread concept of reincarnation (cfaway in Christ (Il Cor 3:14), and we are enabled t
Luke 1:17)And you may be sure many worthy wits understandwe are able to enter into the innermost
have been pressed into this service. But then whaanctum, where thidoly Spirit speaks to "whomso
is to be made of the deeply telling statement immeever will." God willsto be known by His sons. He
diately following Christ Jesus' disclosure: "He thahas given them theeans to discern His ways: "God
has ears to hedet him hear" (Matt 1.7-15)?This  hath revealed themnto us by his Spirit, for the
is the formulaic challenge for what the listener mayspirit searchest all things, yea, the deep things pf
find obscure, dénsive, or threateninds it is said God" (Il Cor 2:10).
in another context, "This is an hard saying; who can Man, made in the image and likeness of hi
hear it?" (John 6:60) Creator is, like Him, a Spirit, and becomes trans
Coming down from the Mount offransfigu- formed by the renewing of his mind, which opensg
ration, His three disciples ask Jesus about th® spiritual worlds, where he lives and moves and
Baptist, who has just appeared as Elijah: "Why theaxperiences his real being. Our quandaries are sglf-
say the scribes that Elias must first come? [Jesusmposed. Our Kingdom is not of this world@o
answers:] | say unto you that Elias is come alreadynake tawdry kingdoms here, in the belief that thi
and they knew him not [naturally!], but have donds all we have got, is dis-heartening, dis-spiriting|,
unto him whatsoever they listedThen the disei and mindlessWe are here to learn how not to be
ples understood that he spake unto them of John there, to use the lessons provided by material ej-
Baptist" (Matt 17:10-13). istence in order to transcend it.
Again, "his disciples asked him, saying, Master Christ Jesus had a tough time among the pundits
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he wasf His day And the prodigious apparatus of two
born blind?" (John 9:2When had this man time millenia of accumulated dogma stands no legs
and place to sin if he was born blind? Did he sin impaque and implacabl@éruth?What is truth? asks
his mother's womb? His congenital blindness waRilate. No answefIf | told you, you would not un-
the consequence of a prior moral obliqultyrush  derstand” is Christ's tacit response. But He does t¢ll
the alarmed exegetes to work interpretative wornus Do we understand? It does not call for faith. If
ders, seeking to obviate the obvious: For here is@lls for common sens@nd the overcoming of a
direct allusion to an extension of the law "as ygrofound fearAnd the dismissal of a false humility
sow so shall ye reapThe field for the working out unbecoming a son of Go#nd it calls for the desire
of the law of cause andfett now encompasses to confirm the Reality of a just and ifably bene
successive lives. Oh, perish the thought! ficient God. For else one faces inscrutable conum
So do we further burden the intelligent souldrums that require the scholastic contortions ¢
already oppressed by a faith freighted with a marwell-meaning sophistry and a despairing capituls
dated nescience because it is disabused of tkien to an abused faiti®A painful irony is at work
opportunity to exercise its God-given power of-reahere.A primary law of physics, regarded as invio
son. Heaven forbid that it might then better accourible in the material world, becomes tentative gr
for the myriad inequities of birth and circumstancejnapplicable in the superphysical domain: No cauge
which apparent injustices, finding no satisfactorywithout efect; no action without reaction. Such an
explanation, lead many persons to postulate a puaxtension would make for a wonderful demonstra
ishing God, or none at all. Is this a matter of spirition of theodicy
tual blindnessThat having eyes for the evident, we Under the law of cause andieft, extended for
are prejudiced against the hidden (spiritual) truthhe duration of our earthly pilgrimage, life becomes
and see not? Christ Jesus called the Pharisees "blisctupulously fairEach is his own judge and jury
guides" (Matt 23:16)We pray with Paul that the Talk about liberation theologWhatcould be more
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liberating? One's every thought, wand deed is its the wolves (Acts 20:29), or get smart fastat is
own verdict.We sow wheat or weedl) corruption it to "be renewed in the spirit of your mind" (Eph
or salvation Actually, Scripture sets up the rules, 4:23)? What is it to no longer have "the uneer
but is construed as limiting their application andstanding darkened" (Eph 4:18)? "The Spirit itself
logical inferences:To each shall be rendered beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the-chi
according to his rendering (Rom 2:8)ith what dren of God:And if children, then heirs; heirs of
measure you mete, so shall it be meted unto ygBod and joint heirs with Christ" (Rom 8:16-17).
(Matt 7:1). By thy words thou shalt be justified andThis being so, our duty is to "Put on the Lord Jesys
by thy words thou shalt be condemned—by thyChrist (Rom 13:14) and "Let this mind be in you
own person (Matt 12:36-37A just criticism of our which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil 2'Bhat was
current penal policy is that we merely incarceratethe mind that then saitfge can not bear these things
we do not rehabilitate. How about the prison of th@ow. Can we now? Bold, treacherous, unfounde(
physical body the hell of an unregenerate life?you say? Rather arrogant not to: Belligerent resi$
Does God just jail us in our worldly forms andtance flouting demonstrable evidence and intuitiv
deeds, or does Hefef a program for rehabilita urging (action of the Holy Spirit).
tion? The program is called the development of Much that is oppressively obscure or cver
Christ consciousness. Does this not exonerate Gedrought in Christian theology reflects the insupera
from an imputation of unseemly vengeancedle difficulty of justifying God's wisdom antbve
Vengeance comes to us because we initiate it, andthe absence of the twin laws of Conseqearnd
we must experience life as what we ke punish  Rebirth in which they are embodietihey make
ourselves with our mistakedle also learn. Live by clear that each Ego's destiny is the product of all ifs
the sword and perish by it. Love without ceasingnows." Thoughts and deeds may assume far mofe
and Christ irradiates the soul with peace and joy purposefulness andfe€tuality with a full appreei
Does this antiquate Grace? God forbid(s it)ation of their value and impact, knowing that thers
Rather are we no longer servants of the flesh batre no chances; that nothing is random; that the
sons and heirs of God (Gal 4:7). Is Christ any ledseing and becoming of each of us is our owp
the Way, the Truth, and the Life now that man is responsibility; that causality operates in our live
more accountable for being what he is? More saown to the last jot and tittle; that the mills of the
More approachable, emulable, liveablée are to gods grind slowlyand they also grind exceeding
participate more consciously and concertedly in ouiine; that we are to be perfect, even as our Father|in
salvation, because we consent to it, choose it, adbaven is perfect; that He has given us free will t
daily plant and reap toward the consummation of ahoose our perfection and His Son to light the wa
mystic wedding. If we walk in thé&/ay, then we too and empower us to live like unto Him through the
shall know the Immaculate Conception, whereirministrations of the Holy Spirit, which, when
the Christed consciousness shall be born of the visought, will guide us and illumine our minds. Mos{
gin soul fructified by the spiritualized minds importantly we are given time and occasion. Els¢
Angelus Silesius expresses the mystic birthhow could we attain to such a sublime reality?
"Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be If we die not to the flesh before we die in the
born,/And not within thyself, thy soul will be fer flesh, then we must be born again in the flesh to
lorn." This mystery is the crux of Paul's messagdearn how that we may be born in spirit and eon
"The mystery which has been withheld from agesciously enter the Kingdom of God (John 3:5)
and from generations, but now is made manifest tPhysical death itself is no key to the Kingdom of
his saints...which is Christ in you, the hope oHeaven. Christ is the keyearning how to die in
glory...that we may present every man perfect irChrist is learning how to live Christ, to be Christ
Christ Jesus" (Col 1:26-28). Christ was not given to humanity prior to Golgothal
If the Churchs shepherds cannot lead their flockswhat then of them who preceded him? But for th
to green pasture and still watére lambs will go to  saints resurrected betweeonsummatum estnd
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Easter morning, are all los
And if the law was theil
schoolmasterteaching them i
spiritual grammar don't they
return to school the next ye
(life) to employ that grammaBRe
in higher lessons, eventualgeX
graduating from bondage |
the flesh's letter to walk wit|
their Teacher in the liberty g
the Spirit?And what of those
coming afterwho fail a singlej
lifespan's death test®hat of Y ! -
them? ManyAdams continue—— et ™ Jf
to eat of the sensual tree Wi «if u / i
abandon, oblivious to both tHa, arists portrayal of aging, dying, andzirthj, implying, with the lemniscape erting
consequences of their actiothe heads of personified death and life, that this cycle is eternal, rather than endur
and the existence of the spi until the embodied Ego has learned all earthly lessons and ¢owee the world.”
tual antidote for the sting of deatvhat of them? in time, sooner or latechoose Christ, repudiating
And those righteous by the lawho already have all acts and thoughts of self-condemnation. Each,
their reward, such as it i&re they lost? Surely not. his good time, wakes and wants to hear Him, lea
If Christ is our Elder Brotherthe firstfruits of Him, partake of Him, practice Him, become one
them that slept (1Cor 15:23); if we are heirs of Goavith Him. Thank God for the Grace and fring

and joint-heirs with Christ (Rom 8:16-17); if we areand Example and Power and Love enabling ea¢

sons and heirs of God through Christ (Gal 4:7); iBoul to become wholly human, hplgomplete,
the works that Christ did, we shall do, and greateChrist perfected. Many "will not endure sound-doc
works than these shall we do (John 14:12); if wérine" (2 Tim 4:3). Yet, thank God, will they live
shall know even as we are known (1Cor 13:12); ifong enough to be proof of iThe murdered and
Paul travails in birth until Christ be formed in usthe murdererthe idiot and the stillborn, the atheist
(Gal 4:6-7), until we come unto a perfect man, unt@nd the zealot—all will be brought to the Light ang
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christill choose it for their being.

(Eph 4:13), until we may grow up into Him in all Humanity need not be stultified and thed by a
things, which is the head, even Christ (Eph 4:15), inareless and causeless creation, by inexplicak
Whom dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodihappenings. Rather is each created in God
ly (Col 2:9); if all these sayings be true, and thébecome as Him. Each immortal spirit recapitulatej

Word is true, it is also, and must be, true that ththe entire history of human experience: From prg-
time and opportunity are provided whereby thidapsarian innocence to the awareness of separgte

supreme prospect and promise may be realized. Foess, to an "Egyptian” captivity to the senses, to
God "will have all men to be saved, and to comavandering in the wilderness, to a seven-fiold
unto the knowledge of the truth" Tim 2:4). "For tiation in the mysteries of the Christ li{f@he
all shall know me, from the least to the greatestWashing of the FeefThe Scouying, The Crowning
(Heb 8:11), and be "partakers of the divine nature'with Thorns, The Bearing of the Cros3he Mystic
(2 Pet 1:4), and the day star will arise in our heart®eath, The Entombment,The Resurrection).
(2 Pet 1:19). Ultimately, we grow into the image and likeness o
God so loves the world, that He has given Hisur CreatarWe know this to be true. Now shall this
only begotten Son to it, that all may come to Hintruth, through Christ, make us free. ]
through Christ Jesu3his is His will, and all shall, —Kristen Paxton
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Goethes “The Mysteries”
An Interpretation—Part 6

ET us oBseERVE what moreWilhelm which comprise the mountaintop are singing
Meister sees on the mountaintop, andlames; they form the crystals of which the rock i$
which one must suppose that Brothermade, chanting in consonance with the giant dia
Mark was also to see, if Goethe hadpason from eartk’center
finished his poem. For it often happens The hollow mass of the mountain seems to moye
that a writer who is both poet and novelist willforward toward the spectatawhich means that he
treat quite exhaustively of a theme in a prose vehas concentrated or focused his vision into the hg
sion which he has formerly used in a poem; but ifows, or singing archetypes, of the mountas.
he uses the theme first in prose, he almost nevhis consciousness penetrates the hollows, these
puts it into poetry afterward.he web of the poetic seem to move forward toward him, an experiende
impulse has been broken. It would seem that hedten commented upon by occultists and mystigs
also the material that would have gone ifitee when viewing inner plane phenomena—etheriq,
Mysteries has been put instead into the prosestral, or mental.
works describing the adventures Wfilhelm Wilhelm has risen from the loweor sensuous
Meister astral world, into the archetypal world of the men
WhenWilhelm Meister and his companion havetal plane, and so Brother Mark would have done.
reached the summit of the mountain, it seems tide has reached the development symbolized in the
Wilhelm that “Hollow masses of rock move for Uraeus serpent on the brow of the Initiate, which
ward, as in a theateand now reveal a gleaming presses forward into fifth-dimensional spathe
interior to the eye of the delighted spectator four-dimensional space spoken of by moder
In Hebrew esotericism—thBook of Enochfor  physics includes the “astral” world of the occultist
instance—there is a place where the “hollows” ofvhich sufers under the illusions of time and the
things are seenWhat are these hollows in the hallucinations of sense and emotion. In the mentgl
modern phraseThey are the “archetypes” of all plane properhowever as entered by the Initiate
created material things, as experienced, not meréor as experienced in preliminary glimpses by an
ly viewed, in the mental plane where the archeneophyte), all is order and claritfunctioning in
types exist. Max Heindel says that it is only wherthe crystal lucidity of the cosmic mind. It is her
the seer views archetypes of objects or persons stifiat the “hollow” archetypes of the objective worl
in physical existence that they appear to be hollovare known, “cavities” in which the singing, sound
The archetype sings, it is a musical pattern, and itsg musical keynote is heard, like the buzzin
sounding pattern draws into place the atoms dfame of the medulla oblongata, which becomes, fo
matter which build the form, both here and Rerethe Initiate, a real tone-pattern of which the phys
after The keynote of the archetype of the humaral tone is a sort of base notée sound of the liv
body sounds in the medulla oblongata of théng universe thus heard in mental space is called by
human beingThe little flames in the mass of rock Boehme thédntelligible Soundfor it reveals itself

—
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intelligibly to the Initiate-consciousness. CONSTITUTION OF THE EARTH
The archetype as known in the mental world will

reveal to the Initiate all there is to know about the

object or being whose archetype it is. Such krowl 7 e ST
edge is experienced as an instantaneous flash @& a_f.;.«-""i;éf_\_]!_.‘_‘-?'é—— el W
light in which all is seen, known, and felt at the =~ <0~ f=————

%~ yarOR

single point of consciousness, simultanequsbt "TER T
in successive moments of timé&/hen, however @y ,ﬁé};'_gu__ E
the Initiate once more descends into his physic: R v
body, with its conventions of time and space, he tf‘r?ﬂ'"i—"l;
must perforce sort out his knowledge, separate TERIAL =
into its logical parts, and arrange these parts i :sﬁiﬁ"“f?
chronological order in terms of earth speech an “@%‘i\“m'}"\\

understanding. It has been said that the seer scarc
knows where to start in this work, which is like
unravelling a ball of yarn with many loose ends
and interknotted threads.

But if the archetype is that of a being or objec
which isnotin physical formation or embodiment,
then' as we have Said1 the seer discovers a co Rosicrucian mystics claim thatpfn the time of Golgotha, ti@hrist
plete figure. It is not a hollowfor the hollow or  resides in the center of the earth, though not continyairstefor part
cavity, is filled in with the likeness of the figure or of the year He ascends as Archangel into the spherof the Sun.
object. For this reason also the astral body assumAs indwelling Spirit, He gives impulse to tleelemption of Lucifer
the likeness of the physical body which the Egdsod, as supremi&rchangel of the universe. In the
has thrown dfin death. day when Messiah comes, said the kabbalists, ev

The “hollow” mountain of legend is particularly the Archangel of evil, Samael himself, called thg
well represented in Glastonbufpr, as described Venomous Beast, will be restored to his pristin
in English tradition, whose interior forms a contin nature which he had in the dawn of creatidhe
uous passageway down to the center of the earfiirst part of his name, which signifies venom, will
to the Foundation, which is marked with a Rosye dropped, and he will keep only the latter pa
Cross. For there the planetary Logos abides, intofiEl,” which means “God,” and which is common
ing the Sacred Namé&ah-Hawwa,FatherMother to all angelic names. Now to orthodox Jews wh

God, “a mysterious union.The proximity of the did not believe that Messiah had come, Samagl

mountain peak iThe Mysterieshows that some was still thevVenomous Beast; but to many Gnostic

thing of this sort was to be described later in the poer@hristians who believed that the Messiah had

But why the Garden dfemptation, if the youths come in the days of the Roman Empire, Lucife
are in fact harmless spiritual creatures from thavas already restored to his ancient and primev
depth of the heart of Natur&l Nature forces are throne, and it was therefore permitted to the devo
ambivalent in charactefhey are morally neutral and “saved” Christian to revere, and even to ador|
relative to the human being, and therefore theicucifer, not as thevenomous Beast, but as the
forces can be used for good or for evil. redeemed and gloriosrchangel of God. It was

Hence the alchemical maxim that the ElixirSt. Augustine who led the orthodox Church to thé
Vitae, the Medicine of Immortalitynay also be stand that evil, or errpican never be redeemed,
the Water of Death, a bitter poison. Here we havand that Satan will be forever Satan, until annih
reference to another kabbalistic doctrine, as old dated; while other Christians, seeing that Chsist’
the Essenes, and old@iis is the Redemption of coming had not brought an end to evil, contends
Lucifer and his restoration to his throne beforghat it was the Second Coming that should accon
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plish this. Dantes Lucifer in the heart of the
world—the “world” not the “earth”l—which is
Hell, remains a “€nomous Beast.”

Hidden references to the Redemption of Lucife
occur many times throughout medieval literatureg
We may note, in passing, the symbolism of Peaco(
and Lion [See illustration at right—Ed.], which EE===
occur together in some instances, and which maaass
be taken to signify Lucifer redeemed and the Chrisje
respectively although other religious meanings
may also be read into them—again, “a mysterio
union.” For if Dante thought that Lucifer was in
the center of the earth, Rosicrucian mystics clai
that the Christ resides there, from the time o

lgotha, though n ntin ince for part ' '
Go gotha, thoug ot cont uousb‘ ce for pa Legends tells us that when Lucifer felhfrheaverArchangel Michael

of the yea’r_ says the legend! He ascends as & swung his swaorat Lucifefs ciown and an emerald fell out and hit the
Archangel (i.e. god) into the sphere of the Sun.  Earth. This legendary emerald was symbolic of the fall of humanity]

This gives the clue to the alchemical symbolisn andalso the key to humangytedemption. In Legend this emerald
of peacock feathers of which Paracelsus wrote: was the Holy Grail itself, which worked “an alchemy of transtiarie
is necessary that you persevere in\Wak until  in the individual soul. In the familiar words of
the peacocls tail is quite consumed....and the-vesAngelus Silesius: “The cross on Golgotha tho
sel attains its degree of perfectiodhd again, lookest to in vain, unless within thyself it be set uf
“when the dryness begins to act upon the humidiagain.”
ty, various flowers of dferent colors appear in the The LuciferArchangel is symbolical of the prin
glass, just as they appear in the tail of the peacoadkiple in Nature, which can be either good or evil,
and such as no one has ever seen befbhes’is a according to the use made of it. In oriental scienge
perfectly obvious reference to the brilliant colorst is called “the emerald prana,” or life force, which
of the astral or “soul world” as known to mysticsMax Heindel says courses through the Desire
and occultists; for in that world the Spirit is World. The Kabbala says that the whole creatiop
brought face to face with Lucifeto stand or to fall swims in a green light from which, as from an
in the alchemy of temptatiomhus Lucifer is to the ocean, all life proceeds. Here we learn something
unregenerate the tempter as of yore; only to thef the significance of the emerald serpent of
redeemed is he the Light Bearer and Genius @oethes alchemical fairy tale “The Green Snakg
Cosmic Beauty and the Beautiful Lily

Johns Revelation, strange to saglso shows  Note that the “emerald serpent” of prana is astra
something of the Gnostic viewlosely concealed life force, belonging to what is generally known a$
under intricate symbolismiMe have reference to the SoulWorld. It is not to be confused with the
the “emerald rainbow” round about the throne ofife force of the etheric region and etheric body
God, for this is no other than the primeval serpenthich is described as of “peach-blossom” cobar
who has left his skin, or shell, behind him and riseiGoethe called ifThe Emerald Grail represents this
up into the heavens, couching at the feet of theame astral principle, symbolized in the calyx
Christ, or Man Standing in the Sun. the rose.

When we read of the legend of St. John blessing The Ruby Grail is the Rose itself, or again th
a little winged serpent which rises up in a cup ocrystal vase reddened by the blood of Christ which
goblet, we know what is meant. But whether thét holds. In medieval times, the color red was nqt
elixir in the cup means life or death depends entiresymbolic of lust or passion, but of the purifie
ly on whether or not the Christ has awakened-withblood, as it still is in Rosicrucian mysticism. Itsig
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nified the pure red blood of the martyr and the
ardent self-sacrificing love which inspires the mar
tyr to lay down his life for the world.

Red and green are complementary colors, bo
of which strongly reflect the soul life, while the
pink-orange of the seed pod of the rose represer
to the mystic the flame-color of the life ether
the vital principle, in objective nature.

Goethe, significantly enough, was much inter %A
ested in producing a ruby flame, not the orang ~
flame which we usually call red, but a true rec % $2‘ G
flame; and he was elated when he succeeded &y
doing this, for here, trujywas the equivalent of the
Rose in terms of fire!

When, therefore, we find Brother Mark in the
Rose Garden, we may assume that here he is
undego some sort of trial, after which he will be
admitted to the Great Hall, which on its part eom : _

Dr. John Dees Hieroglyphic Monad

municates through channels (mine shafts) cut 'A highly abstruse depiction of the Cosmos and its “plane

th_e living rock Wit_h the interior of the peak. "_'e tary labyrinth,” whee Saturn is both center and periphery
will be conducted into the hollow of the Mountain;

see the vision of the flames—th&ds—which from the outer circle ends (or begins) in the center
constitute the basic life-unit of mattemd recog  Wwith the planet Saturn.
nize and know them as living entities; descend The Beast in the Labyrinth is Saturn, Cronosg,
through the seven (or nine) hollow layers of thelime!l—the “forever becoming” of things by
hollow earth to the Centewhere he meets the which what is good in one cycle becomes evil i
Liberator; ascend throughout the same layers t@notherand evolution is a continuous outgrowing
emege on the mountaintop, thence to rise int®f bad, good, bettebest.
celestial and archangelic spheres, the PtolemaicAnd now what of the Foundewho is supposed
crystalline spheres ruled over by the coshiians, to be dying, and what has this to do with Mark
the great planetary Genii. Before his death, Jacques de Moléye Grand
But whether he goes up or down it is all theMaster of theTemple, appointed as his successof
same.The orbit of Saturn, which is shown as theaccording to Masonic tradition, one Johannes
outermost ring of the solar system, really denotesMarcus Lormenius and entrusted to him the real
sphere of consciousness which interpenetrates tfiereasure” of the Ordeft would seem to be indi
Earth, and is found in its innermost the center cated that this is the Brother Mark who arrives gt
of the earth the Initiate finds that he is at the sani@e House of the Rose Cross and for whom the
time in the outermost periphery of the universe. Ifrounder is waiting while preparing to “die.” For be
this world, space and time do not exist. On thé known that the German Ordeand also the
wings of thought (Mercury) the Ego flies instantly Spanish, were the onlfemplars who managed to
to any spot in the universe to which the will issurvive as such. Even the English Order of the
turned, yet goes nowhere; and the ascending layegsrter dared not reveal too much of its true natufe
of the hollow earth are at one and the samand intentions.
moment the crystalline spheres of the outer uni The Founder does not, in point of fact, “die” af
verse. Hence the strange diagram of a planetagfl. He only elects to remain unknown, even to th
labyrinth as drawn by DrJohn Dee in his numerous lay brethren of the Ordso that he may
“Hieroglyphic Monad,” in which the spiral path work thenceforward as the power behind th

—

~

D

U

12

RAYS 04



thrones of Europe and the world.

Max Heindel has written that when he visitec
theTemple of the Rose Cross, the midnight servic
did not begin until, by some unseen but pote
“sign,” which was sensed by all present, they kne
that theThirteenth had entered the chamber an
had taken his seat in tfid@irteenth Chair

To those whose vision could be lifted so high
something indeed was there—an aureolelany,
as itis called in sacred art, within which was aca
ity or hollow where a body would otherwise be
For he would not allow the image of his bodily sel
to become visible.

In the same wayvhen one of the Elder Brothers
of the Rose Crass has appeared in mental space
various persons in our own time, it has happene
on occasion that he chose not to be seen,
showed to the disciple only the radiating aureol® c o

i oSS O azarus
Sug:;:ﬁg:n&:rﬁ u?f::n:rrrl]izrs)zgyhgf”(t)f\:\; Red Cross Laza}rus, raised (initiated) by Christ, be_came the found_er of the
’ s > Rosicrucian Oder. The geen arows signify egeneration.
has found sanctuary for himself and his
“Treasure,” which is only in part transferred toFellowship times that “that Brother who is loving
Scotland and England. ly called the Brother St. Gage” ‘is the same who

The Red Cross had been the insignia oWorked with Max Heindel on thdRosicrucian
Christian esotericism long before the days of th€osmo-Conceptioand stood behind him when he
Crusades. Now the Red Cross of the Knightéirst began the work which later took the form of
Templars reverts and is transformed into the Reflhe Rosicrucian Fellowship at Mt. Ecclesia.
Rose, which is added to the Black Cross of the And it is a curious commentary on the strang
Teutonic Knights as thegersonal emblerof Father intuitions of the human Spirit to observe tha
C.R.C. when, in 1936,The Rosicrucian Fellowship

In later times we find &Vhite Rose added to the removed the last trace of black from their emblem
Cross, symbolical of the Gre¥thite Work of the and used thereafteon all occasions, the pure
alchemists; so that the basic alchemical colors-white cross, they were reverting, quite withou
Red, Green, Black, and/hite—are all united in realizing this, to th&Vhite Cross of the Hospital
the one emblem common to the whole of Christiaand of St. Lazarus, for such was his emblem in the
esotericism. Middle Ages. In his writings Max Heindel did not

And we note further that whereas C.RsCpber  mention this; the reversion to the Cross of Lazarys
sonal emblem is shown with the climbing rosewvas a spontaneous manifestation. For such is the
plant, Goethe made of thisVdreath or Crown of tradition of modern Rosicrucianism—that it wag
Roses, and relates a legend whicHeddf some no other than this Lazarus, raised from the tomb hy
what from the earliest stories of Christianthe Christ, who in later centuries adopted the-sym
RosenkreuzWe have therefore to consider thatbolical name of Christian Rosenkreuz and founded
Goethes story concerns “another” C.R.C.; that isthe Order of the Rose Cross—somewhere in
a new incarnation, just as Max Heindel believedsermany on a mountaintop, overlooking a valley
that Count St. Germain was a later incarnation aind a silveisparkling river that leaps from living
the individual known by that symbolical nanvée rock. [
note also a legend handed down from early —Ann Barkhurst
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Birth into the Next Life
Part 2

Surgical Birth through the walls or through the ceiling and roofj,
not infrequently awaits the opening of a doof

UT BEFORE SPEAKING further through which he now passes to the outside worlg
of the surroundings of this new birth, where he is met, if they do not already accomparny

we should take some consideration othim, by those who guide him to a place of rest.

those who pass by means of the-sur Concrete examples are usually better than ge

gical method; that is, the more com eralizations. So | will relate very brieflyot the
mon method of so-called death. actual death, but a scene that occurred immedia

No two deaths, of course, are exactly alike andy following physical death, that | withessed as @

therefore, no two births on the inner planeyoungster

Ordinarily, howeverthe person who passes out by A Lady Who Drowned

illness or old age lies in bed. Usually the astral A young man, with his fiance and his fiarce’
form moves toward, and gradually out of, the topnother went up river in a motor boathe river

of the headThus, the feet and hands become coldvas swollen with recent rains, the current very

first, and then the coldness moves upward to th&wift, and partly or wholly submeged trees were

kneesThen, as the astral body gradually moves outccasionally to be encountered as they were car

through the head, the coldness extends to the stonmed down by the watetn the afternoon the motor

=)

e

ach,chest and vital gans, and finally to the throat. boat struck one of these snags and upset, throwing

Because, in such separation of the astral fromall three into the waterNeither of the women

the physical, the last remnant of the connectionould swim, but the young man was an excellent

between the two bodies is in the region of thewimmer Probably trying to save the mothboth
brain, which may remain clear to the end. Evemle and the mother were drowned, but the girl, i
when there has been unconsciousness, just befagte of being unable to swim, and without know
the complete departure of the last remnant, the pang exactly howgot ashore.

son, now occupying the astral form which hovers She was so exhausted that by the time she

over the physical, may vitalize the physical brairregained consciousness, night was at hand.it
for a moment to permit one last glance in full conwas around nine o’clock before she, in her war
sciousness at friends in the flesh, the saying afering search for help, reached a farmhouse abd
farewell to dear ones, or the delivery of some last mile from the accidenf.here they immediately
messagelhen the cord snaps, and the person is nelephoned to town for help, and a search par
longer a denizen of the flesh. was quickly oganized.

But so strong is habit that the one so released, It was decided, and subsequently verified, tha
while quite capable of moving from the roomthe young man was lodged in an exceptionall
deep hole close below the scene of the accide

Church of Light (800-500-0453yyww.light.org
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river that the body of the lady was also there; thahad been drowned, and was worrying about thi
in fact, he had been drawn down in the lockethecause of the cutting short of the life of one s
embrace of the drowning woman, otherwise sdear to her who had every bright prospéctd if
good a swimmer would have saved himself. the daughter had not drowned, the loss of mother
The leader of the search pamyho was the most and sweetheart, as she thought, would be too mugch
experienced in rivework, had some experience for her to bear
with my “hunches,” as he called theirherefore, Feeling, rather than actually hearing, thes
when just about midnight | informed them thethoughts, as they revolved over and over confu
body of the woman was half a mile beldadged edly in her mind, | spent the time while we werg
against a sand-hare asked no questions, but com moving down stream to the village in explaining
manded two other men to follow in a rowboat, andhe whole situation to heas | understood it, and in
in the only launch at our disposal, we séttofthe reassuring her that everything possible was being
designated sand-bar with every confidence wedone for her daughteand that worrying over the
should find the body occurrence would only help to distress her daugl
The body was at the designated spot and, by ther, as well as make her own new condition harde
light of the lanterns we carried, was easily located | do not know whether or not there were other,
in the shallow watert was then decided to put it present from the astral plane, as | rowed down the
in the skif, and that one of us should row this §kif stream through the night, talking to this astral forn
down to the village, some two and a half milesof a departed motheBut | do know that when |
below; while the launch should return with the-oth tied the boat at the landing and went into the vil
ers and the lanterns to try to locate the yountpge to find the undertakethat two other faint
man’s body | was the one chosen to take the bodyorms were with heifTo me then they seemed spir
to the village. its from some higher world, come to guide this
There was no moon, but the night was cloudlesglood woman to her celestial homfend through
and the stars shone clearly; so that | had rfo- dif our conversations she apparently had become re¢c
culty, without artificial light, in keeping the chan onciled, so that she now also could perceive them.
nel and locating the familiar landinghe body lay They were talking to hemand she was listening,
in the bottom of the sKif but although the silver and as | climbed the bank and left them, | had the
cord apparently was severed—at least | did nampression that very quickly she would relinquish
notice it—the astral form of the woman, standinghe attractions of the physical body and go whith
erect as in life, floated immediately above heersoever they should guide her
head.This astral body accompanied the Skifus | relate this very vivid experience of my youth
until after | had made the landing. not because it is in any way remarkable, byt
Although, in physical life, | had not known her because it illustrates two things very cleaiily
well, yet we had been acquainted; and the youngdicates that those who have just passed from the
man who had also drowned had attended the sarfilesh have an unusually strong power to impress
school while | was there. | also had a speakinthose remaining behindhis woman showed me
acquaintance with the daughterho thus had lost where her body was. It happened that | was the ope
her mother and her sweetheart. most easy thus to impresdnd it illustrates the
It was this daughter about whom the mother wasonfusion people may be under who pass out amid
s

U7

(@)

v (D

U = -

—

-

now so concerned. She realized the nature of themusual circumstances, and how talking to the
accident, and she had the impression that thearnestlyby someone who can contact them, m
young man had drowneihis latter distressed her relieve the worry and bring a speedy adjustment {o
greatly; but the thing that was dominant in hethe new condition.

mind was her daughteShe was as yet dazed by Perhaps a still more recent experience will be
the occurrence, and had made no adjustment to hegeful in indicating these same principles, and algo
new condition. She feared that the daughter aldwow those just passed over may still do things for
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those remaining in the flesh.

A Man Who Had Heart Failure

This was following 1929, during a year of grea
financial depression and unusual lack of emplo
ment.The head of a famijywho are close neigh
bors of ours, passed out suddenly in the night ¢
heart failure.
This man, who had a wife and two children, wa

a carpentetWe knew that he had not had stead
work, but as he had been working some, and t
family always previously had seemed well-to-doE
we had no thought that they might be very harg
pressed for money

William Blake, ink and watercolor on paper, Tate Museum, London

Yet about four o’clock of the second morning e Dt
i i ; e House of Deal
after his passing, my wife was awakened out of Image illustrating a scene described in Book XI of Mikon’

sound sleep. Paradise LosWWhile disturbing, one coulead it as the coma-
This man stood before heand when she spoke tose state some newly deceased souls experience prior to awpk

to him he said, “l want you to do me a faowant €ning in the desir world, also to the pgation that ensues.
you to see that and the kids have money to eat.” ered actual births into the next lifgs far as relat
He not only seemed anxious, but worried. So mgd, they were deliveries, but full birth was no
wife at once replied, “I will go over to your houseaccomplished until somewhat lat&or common
the first thing in the morning, and we will see theyly, except in the natural method where conscioug
do not want for anything.” ness is retained throughout, the individual, aftg
Upon hearing this, he seemed both relieved ansassing from the physical badglls asleep. In the
pleased, and without saying more, disappeared. case of the earth-bound soul, this sleep does not
Next morning, as promised, she went over to hitake place until after the binding condition has
home. His wife, when informed of what had tran been brokenWith some the sleep may be of long
spired, said when he died they had only fifty centsjuration, and with others of short duration. It may
but that her fathereceiving a telegram announc be only a momentary loss of consciousness. But |n
ing the death, had thought she might need fundany case, the individual moves in his astral form tp
and had at once telegraphed her mpeeyhat she the level and place where his new birth is to accur
was really not at all in need. This is not his later level and environment, but &
There is no doubt that this marthoughts of the point somewhere toward it, in a transitional regiof
evening preceding his sudden passing wegelgr somewhat influenced by physical necessity vibrg
occupied by hoywwith the meagre sum at his dis tions and his still strong physical desires.
posal, he was going to provide for his fansilelfare. The moment when he awakens into consciou$
He awakened in the night, in distress, and passe@ss after this sleep,, dirsleep has not intervened,
out in his wifes arms before help could be summonedhe moment when, as a result of a conscious real
After passing, he continued to worry about thézation of what has happened, the vibratory rates pf
circumstances of his famil§evidently he had been his astral form cease their sympathetic response|to
unable to get close enough to his wife, perhapshysical conditions and adjust themselves to the
because of her grief, to know she had receiveastral world, is the moment of his birth into thg

=

financial assistance from her father new life.
This birth into the next life is under astrological
TheActual Astral Birth law, quite as much so as the birth into physical lifg.

Yet the incidents here related cannot be censidHe does not awaken into this consciousness of the
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new plane, and does not accomplish that compl
adjustment to it which constitutes this birth, unti
the astrological vibratory rates correspond in the
quality, harmony and discord with the various E&S
enegies of the astral form he has built in humargil
life. That is, even as at birth into the physical form
the planets map by their positions thegamiza :
tions of enagy of his total previous experiencesgs
that constitute his character at physical birth, s
also other astrological forces map quite as fully hi
characteras oganized within his finer form, as it
has been constructed up to the time of his physics®
demise. He will not be born completely into theg
new life until this astrological relationship obtains
NOW | do not W|Sh tO Imp|y that a map of the William Blake, watercolored etching c. 1795, Metropolitan Museum of Art

Pity
heavens set up for the moment of the pesonBlake's powerful iconography contrasts a hurtling horse and

physical death tells anything about his condition ilyiger with the tender gathering in of the soul of a deceased childi.

the afterlife; for, in the first place, this moment is But, in fact, the the child is a personification of pity as the artis
not, as a rule, the same as his birth on the innillustrates a passage in ShakesEsivlacbeth Act 1, Scené.

plane. Nor do | wish to imply that the progressedliately after his new birth, appear much younger ¢
aspects as calculated from physical birth still-conmuch older better proportioned or worse propor
tinue to influence the individual even after he hasioned, more beautiful or more uglyarger or

passed to the next life. Nor is the birth-chart of themaller nicely attired or merely wrapped in rags
next-life such as can be calculated using the sufhese manifestations of his outward appearan
face of the earth as a centand the revolution of represent his character as developed to date and

the earth on its axis as the measure of progressiomsapped by the astrological conditions at the timge

as we do in calculating progressions as influencingf his new birth.

us on the physical plane, Furthermore, because astrological gres carry
As soon as we get any considerable distandée throb of cosmic forcesging all toward evolu

from the earth plane, we are uninfluenced by thgon and progress, other eges of an astrological

rotation of the earth, and while throughout natur@ature that correspond in theifesft to the influ

there are alternate periods of activity and rest, dagnce of progressed aspects in a physical birt

and night as known on earth do not there exist. chart, are operative as environmental forces, and

thus influence his life on the inner plane quite a
Astrological Energies much as the more familiar progressed aspects
What | mean is that astrological forces continu@n the physical plane.
to influence us in the next life just about as they do This does not mean that they bring to him even
here. Only those who are astrological studentsuch as are brought to him by progressed aspe
know anything about this on the levels close t@n earth. On the higher levels the discords do n
earth, just as only astrological students knowanymanifest in the sordid way they do on eaiithey
thing about it on the earth. Nevertheless, on thdo not bring the loss, iliness, and soryd&cause
entrance to the next life, the astral form ugdess these conditions have been left behind. But they ¢
an adjustment in which whatever experiences anekert a pressure at times that is discordant. Itis o
thoughts have been added to it since physical birthf the great lessons both here and there to leg
are more markedly discernible in that form. how to transmute discords into harmobByscords
The person, according to the thoughts he hado not have the samefedt on the inner plane; but

held and the deeds he has performed,, imape  throughout nature there are both harmonies and

-

Ce
are

N-

S
o

S
Cts

RAYS 04 17



discords as alternating influenc&®t they mani  sity, which is usually referred to as being close t

fest diferently on diferent levels. earth, and the group vibration sustains all of them

For instance, what corresponds to a very adversmtil after their birth, and until after they have

progressed planetary aspect in the astral birth-chajtown somewhat accustomed to the changed cgn

of a rather highly evolved soul may cause him talitions. Then each gravitates to his own level an
consider it his duty to descend on missionary workhe environment where his thoughts take Hihmat
into the hells that are even below the level of thés, he moves as guided by his desires.

ordinary earth plane. He does not permit hissym But the birth of those of mean disposition may
pathies to cause him g$efing; but nevertheless, he not be in a nicely furnished sanatorium with fine
contacts, of his own free desire, sordid and to hirbuildings and elegant grounds and everything pre

repulsive conditions, that he may lift others to avided for the relaxation, comfort, and amusement
happier state. of those becoming adjusted to the new lifel

Conditions of Next-Life Birth Instead, it may take place in the corner of a hovg
Nowadays it is very seldom a child is born intoon a pile of rags. It may even take place in a fores
physical life without there being someone presertr out on barren slopes of rock. Such environmen
besides the mother to give assistance. Nor is theve an dfnity for certain types of sordid
next plane less well provided in this resp@tiere thoughts.The individual is not compelled by any
are those whose occupation it is to assist in thene to be born in such a place, he determines t
birth of those who pass into that life, and who alsplace of his birth by his own charact€his law of
assist the newborn individual to get his propeaffinity and correspondences is apparent even on t

bearings.There are laye oganizations for doing physical plane, and is inexorable on the inner ones.

this work, with well-developed resourcekhere Furthermore, in obedience to this same, lais

are other individuals who are free-lance workerdeatures, his form, and even the garb in which he
And there are some who travel unfrequented pathtjus born, express his inward characteristics. If I
go into the slums or into the wilderness, and givlas, on earth, developed miserly traits, he wi
aid to those who enter this life there. Because girobably be smaller and shriveled. If he has bee
these various ones who engage in this work, it igery licentious, this will show in the hideous leef

really less likely for anyone to be born into theof his countenance. If he has been vicious enough,

next life without attendance than it is into this onehe may even be crippled. But if his character 3

place are quite as varied as those possible to-imdgeautifully proportioned and his face may have th
ine on earthWhether high or low in the vertical radiance ascribed commonly to an angel. If hi
scale depends Igely upon the dominant vibration thoughts have been somewhat stermay appear

of the individual; and the kind of environment isolder than when last seen on earth; but if hi

And the environments in which such births takedeveloped on earth is fine, his body will appe%

largely determined by the stronger thoughts anthoughts have retained elasticity and enthusiastic

desiresYet when, as in the case of some great dixpectancy even though the physical body was

aster many individuals of varied tastes and morahged, he will have the appearance of being mug¢

qualities pass to the next plane togetloerin the younger than when he passed out.
case of a whole company of soldiers wiped out at Children, when born into astral life, are of the
once in a warit sometimes happens that the -hossame size and usually not much changed in appe
pital corps, or emgency relief, of the other side, ance, as when on earth. But they grow to maturi

is able to use the collective vibratory rates andfter their astral birth, and then present a matuf
enegy of the whole group to keep them togetheform which corresponds in its lineaments with the

for awhile and usher them all to certain quartersiward characterOn the inner plane the characte

that are prepared for them. shines through the outward form in a way that i
In such a case, these quarters with their appoininmistakable.

ments are on a level close to that of physical nreces But wherever and whenever the individual is
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born into astral life, it is usually but a sh
time until someone comes along, if r :
already there, who is willing to help hir& =
Not that anyone can bear his burdens_

him, or make a vicarious spiritual progregs
Each is the arbiter of his own destifBut g
there are those on the inner plane who
it their business to act as guides and to ¢
advice to the newly arrived. Usually su
are present at the new birth to assist "\ ¢
and in the subsequent adjustment. ' ‘

The individual who thus awakens ine—s=

astral life may or may not, be willing Wm ; |
take the advice, or even listen to, th ‘ ‘ jam Blake, watercolor. llustration for Robert Blair's The Grave

guides. If he has a fixed idea that he The Soul Hovering Over the Body Reluctantly Parting With Life
going to a heaven paved with gold, abBY happenstance or acute intuition, Blake conceives the soul as femgle,
as soon as he is born on the inner plan‘separating fom its physical male bodin accodance with occult fact.

moves in search of such a place and is quicklgfterlife is quite dissimilar to earth life in that
attracted to such a thought-form environmenthose of like tastes herd togethand those of dif
built by others of like faith. Here he may resideferent inclinations do not intermingle.
for a long time, if his faith is unwavering, before Nothing other than his own inclinations keeps
some missionary of the real truth is able to reacthe individual on the level where he thus finds
his consciousness and jar him into a realizatiohimself, or amid the surroundings. He is noj
that this is merely an artificially created erro ordered to go there by any person, or by any super
neous environmenfThen his real advancement natural being. He goes there because of the law |of
begins affinity. And he can move himself to any environ
Those without such fixed convictions of howment that he can cultivate a strong enough desire
things must be, start their progression sooBat for, that will of'set the desires and thoughts already
this progression, if they have been very wicked imrganized that hold him where he now is.
the real sense of finding joy in the faring of oth Nor does he have to remain on the level, qr
ers, and being viciously selfish, must begin at @lane, where he now finds himself. But he cannot
basic level, even below the common level of eartlgscend to any level that has a vibratory rate highg
and in environments that are distressing, indeed.than his own. If he would live on a spiritual level,
After birth on the next plane and the transitoryhe must cultivate spiritual qualities, so that hig
period of adjustment has been finished in a tempalominant vibratory rates will be spirituaAnd
rary realm, rest home, or other environment, théhere are ministers, or teachers, who visit all
individual is pulled down by the grossness of higealms, more than willing to instruct the inhabi
essential vibratory rates to a level belawis lift-  tants how to raise their vibratory rates, how to liv¢
ed up by them to a spiritual level above. He findgetter lives, and rise into better conditions.
his own real moral level as surely as the surface of But even as on earth, teachers of spiritual things
water seeks its level on the face of the earth.  cannot force their great truths down the unwilling
Furthermore, strong thoughts and desires attratitroats of all they meethey are ever ready to dis
him to an environment corresponding to theipense wisdom; but they cannot compel others fo
nature. If they are warlike, he is attracted to a placgccept it Advancement in the astral realm, afte
where there is strife. If they are gregtlg moves death of the physical bodgven as here, depends
among greedy companions, where the weight afpon willingness and frt. O
his body and possessions seem unbeardlle. —Z. Z. Zain
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Spiritual Self-Sacrifice

HE WORD "SACRIFICE" usually
implies a loss of something much
desired or cherished. It represents a gi
ing up of something useful, pleasur
able, or otherwise valuable to the indi
vidual concerned. It has to do with things, with-con
ditions, with privileges with commodities or items
which are external to that individual and without
which he may feel himself in some way deprived.
Spiritual sacrifice, howeverinvolves far more
than giving up some cherished belonging or cond
tion. It is intrinsically an internal matter and only
incidentally concerned with externals. Spiritual-sac
rifice is the giving of self, completely and uncondi
tionally, day in and day out, in loving service to-oth
ers, and in devotion to sublime principles and t¢
God Himself. It is, in other words, practical dedica )
tion to a life of selfless service, spiritual humility James Tissot, opaque watercolor, . 1836 to 1894, Brookiyn Museum
and consecration. Certainly this includes the renur The Rich Young Man Went Away Sorrowful
- . ;. . He who made the ultimate self-sacrifice says to those who
ciation of thlngs_ and Conqmons’ but it involves would join him, “Follow me,” that is, dect your heart and mind
much more that is of a positive rather than a negi on things above, not on ephemeral earthly things. “For whosoev
tive nature. More than the giving up of treasures er will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life
spiritual sacrifice involves the taking on of duties, for my sake shall find it. For what is a marofited, if he shall
More than the denial of desire spiritual sacrific gain Fhe whole world, gnd lose his own §oul? or what shall a marj
. ! D give in exchange for his soul? (Matt. 16:25-26)
involves the acknowledgment of responsibility tc
others and to the Christ within. It involves much Looked at in this light, sacrifice becomes, not
more that is of a positive rather than a negativburden, but a blessing. By spiritual sacrifice w
nature. More than deprivation, spiritual sacrificepurify ourselves, we cause the Christ within t
involves acquisition of spiritual qualities and soulawaken and manifest, we hasten the progress of qur
power which blossom in exact proportion to theown evolution and, through service, help others
degree of sacrifice. More than loss of pleasure arfeetter their conditions, and draw closer to our eve
of free time idly spent, self-sacrifice involves build tual union with God. In this context, the word "sac
ing the soul bodywithout which we will be unable rifice,” defined in the usual wajs a misnomeiVe
to meet the Christ in the ethers when He comes agagrin far more than the temporal, ephemeral things
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that we might lose, and although the worldly depriall the so-called sacrifices have been building
vation might be lage in material terms, the perma toward.This development no one can take from ug,
nent and ultimate rewards are immeasurably greatend it is the essence of growth and progress-the gne
If we still cannot rid ourselves of the notion ofthing that we never are asked to sacrifice.
sacrifice as bereavement, let us think of self-sacri Some will ague that a sincere attempt to live the
fice as delivering up that which is detrimental tolife of service on a continuing basis, with no regreg
spiritual progressAgain, we find the positive sions or departures from the Path, will result in th
emphasized over the negative, and in this contexgjving up of friends, of déctionate family relation
too, self- or spiritual sacrifice works to our ultimateships, and of time once devoted to intellectual self
benefit. We are not asked to give up anything ofimprovement or meditatiohey will say that such
permanent valueNe are asked to give up thingssurrender does constitute sacrifice of something
which will do us no spiritual good whateyaro  which is of permanent value to #d.first glance, it
matter how much we desire them or how tenaciousloes seem as though they are righie joy exper
ly we may try to cling to thenWe are asked to give enced between true friends or close family menmn
up things of this world: selfish pleasures; semebers certainly is of more worth and lasting sate thgn
times material possessions by which we set greate possessions or other trappings of the materjal
store but without which we can get along just asvorld. Likewise, time spent on intellectual and spir
well; idle hours which we might have once dreamedtual self-improvement also is of more permaner
away or filled with meaningless so-called "amusebenefit. Nevertheless, the surrender of even the
ments." We are asked, more and more as wehings, at the right times, also represents the givir]
advance on the Path, to surrender time whichp of something that impedes spiritual progress.
heretofore has been wasted or idled gwayd we must give up friends or family in order to follow
things which have only material worthVe are Christ—if they are not yet ready to accept th¢
asked to give up attitudes which place attainment dfeachings we believe in and we are 'forced into |a
personal desires as the paramount aim in life anthoice of, in a sense, leaving them behind d
the fulfillment of ambitions to fame and fortune asremaining behind with them—we do not lose then
overriding all consideration of the conditions offor good.They do not now understand why we mus
others. All these things, although perhaps oncedo what we do, but eventually they will and will,
essential to us while we were still in process othemselves, follow suitThey, too, are evolving;
mastering the physical world, are detrimental tdhey too, are moving toward the truth, in their own
spiritual progress and, therefore, it is ultimately avay. Some dayperhaps in this lifetime, but surely in
blessing to us to be rid of them. another we will be reunited with them in harmony
We are asked to exchange these things, eondind in even greater joyhus, even the surrender of
tions, and attitudes which have outlived their-useclose ties with people—one of the most painful o
fulness for a new state of mind and of being-ong¢he so-called "sacrifices" which we are called on tp
which will impel us more and more into loving, selfmake—is not a permanent loss. Some day we w
forgetting service, engaged in willingly and cheerbe at one, not only with these who presently ar
fully in spite of the pressure of outside temptationgiear and dear to us, but also with all mankiFtte
that might seek to draw us, back into our formejoys of friendship as we know them now then will
patterns of life. Eventually the inclination towardbe dwarfed by the even greater blessings of unive
selfless service and the accompanying feelings afl brotherhood.
brotherly love toward one's fellow men become so As far as self-improvement—intellectual or spir
strong and dominant that what once were temptatual—is concerned, if we truly are to follow Christ
tions no longer arouse even the vaguest longingaie must recognize at the outset that even this con
The desires to serve God and man and to devel@ition must not be gained at the expense of our sgr
fully the Christ within become the overriding facetsvice to others. Indeed, quite the contrary: the moie
of life. This spiritual, evolutionary progress consti we do serve, the more we will follow Christ. If we
tutes all that is of permanent value, and this is whatan refuse to perform an act of service and excuge
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ourselves by saying that we are too busy engagirgss often and eventually are relegated to the attic jof

in our own projects of self-development, we haveur personalities, to be pulled out only in momen
not yet learned the meaning of "loving, selfge¥  of backsliding.When they are thus pulled out an

ting service." It is nothing but sheer callousness tased, we find they are not nearly as satisfying 4s

attend to private tasks when there is someone whbey once had beeffhe new attitudes and habits

needs help that we can give. Of course this does nak have substituted become us in a way that the qld
mean that we must continually chase about lookingever did, and we grow uncomfortable with the old.

for service projects in the manner of some wellThen we finally are convinced that there is mor
meaning but indéctive "do-gooders.” Once we are satisfaction to be gained from throwing them ou
spiritually astute enough to have become aspirantspmpletely once and for all, than from retaining

however we become more skilled in determiningthem in our private attics to be used only in our legs

when an act of service is required for which a perwatchful or less diligent moments.
sonal undertaking should be set aside. If we listen Spiritual sacrifice, then, is a positive rather than

then to our inner voice and do give up the personalegative condition. In no respect does it connote the

undertaking, we again are sacrificing only thasurrender of anything which we—or at least ou
which impedes our spiritual development. OnceHigher Selves—need or can usefully employ fo
more—we are giving up nothing of permanent valueour or other human evolutionary betterment. It doe
Thus we see that sacrifice, in the content of-spirconnote, of course, anguish to our lower nature
itual advancement, does not mean the relinquishinQnce the lower nature has been subdued, howeV
of anything that is of lasting value, or of anythingthe surrender of the trappings of materialism,-sel
that, in and of itself, is necessary to our continuingsh indulgence, and egoism, leaves the Higher S¢
evolution. On the contraryt means the relinquish with a sensation of relief and renewed ability tc
ing of only that which stands in the way of our spir forge ahead unhindered by that which had obstrug
itual progress, that which obstructs our road back ted it in the past.
God. Therefore, spiritual sacrifice means nothing What is probably even more fidult than the
more than the surrender of everything that we-basgiving up of things and attitudes is the acceptang
cally do not want, that clutters our lives, that isof everincreasing responsibility for our actions
unnecessaryndesirable, evil, useless, or divertingand, in one sense, the actions of others. Self-sag

from the objectives of our evolution. fice is not merely a passive state in which we suf

As aspirants, we knaguintuitively if not through render It is a highly active state in which we must
common sense and reason, exactly what the$erce ourselves to think and act positivebon
things are. Conscience tells us what must be givestructively responsibly and compassionately in
up and when, and we will do well heed it. Of courseven the smallest details of our liv8hat is, we

there will be many things and many comforting andnust force ourselves to do so as long as our Higher

comfortable attitudes that, at first, we will want toSelves are not yet strongly developafier a time,
cling to. It is anathema to our loweselfish, nature however fasting becomes less necessary and v
suddenly to be deprived of those things which havind it easier even automatic, to think and act in 3
nurtured and developed WVith the lower nature way conducive to spiritual advancemeAs we
struggling to survive, we will, at the outset, have ta@ontinue to gain strength, we find that we want t
exercise considerable will power to still the selfishdo that which conscience tells us is evocative ¢
urgings within. right and truth.
Part of the process of spiritual sacrifice might be It is at this point, when we find ourselves wanting

likened to cleaning out an attiéfter the initial to do what is right, that we find that the concept of

regret of having thrown away a once-favored articlspiritual sacrifice is most completely at variancs
has passed, there usually is a sense of relief at havith the common definition of "sacrificeWe now
ing disposed of useless cluttdrikewise, as we begin to regard spiritual sacrifice as a. jdfe know
grow stronger in spiritual aspiration, our old habitsve would be ill at ease if we did not renounce tha
and ideas of what is important are brought into playwhich must be renounced, and therefore w
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renounce it gladiywe know that we would be cen
science-stricken if we resumed one of our forme
bad habits or indulged in the gratification of a-for
mer desireWe know that during Retrospection we
would sufer pangs of contrition for having thus
slipped up, and therefore we try hard not to do st
Furthermore, our growing awareness of things the
need doing keeps us from wasting time in self
indulgence.Therefore we voluntarily avoid self-
indulgence in order that we may have more time i
which to serveThe sensation resulting from our
self-restraint no longer is resentment, as it onc
might have been, nor even the self-congratulator
one experienced by many a person who has give
up something he thinks he really wants. It become
instead one of satisfaction, resulting from the fac
that we now want to do what we know is right.

Once again, then, we are doing what we want t
do, just as we did before starting to tread the spir
tual path.The nature of what we want to do, how
ever has radically changed. Instead of being the
which gratifies the lower self, it has become tha
which enhances spiritual progress and develops tl
Christ within. It is just as satisfying as it was before
in fact, it is far more satisfying. Self-indulgence
always is accompanied or followed by some degre
of trouble.At worst, it results in addiction or in the
commission of crimedt best, it results in a vague
feeling of emptiness, dissatisfaction, or boredornr
The wish has been granted, the pleasure has be
enjoyed—»but now what?

Assumption of the responsibilities of spiritual
growth and constant rejection of impediments t
that growth, howeverhave no such objectionable
side-efects. That which does have them has beel
sacrificed by the aspiranfAs a result, he knows
only the rewards of days spent in self-less servict
the satisfaction of worthwhile work, and the plea
sure of realizing that he is ever more conforming ti
the ideals brought to all humanity in tiheachings
of Christ Jesuswhat he wants to do now equates

THE CREED TO BE

OUR thoughts are molding unmade spheres,
And, like a blessing or a curse,

They thunder down the formless years,

And ring throughout the universe.

We build our futures, by the shape
Of our desires, and not by acts.
There is no pathway of escape;

No priest-made creeds can alter facts.

Salvation is not begged or bought;
Too long this selfish hope sufficed,;
Too long man reeked with lawless thought,
And leaned upon a tortured Christ.

Like shriveled leaves, these worn out creeds
Are dropping from Religion's tree;

The world begins to know its needs,

And souls are crying to be free.

Free from the load of fear and grief,
Man fashioned in an ignorant age;
Free from the ache of unbelief

He fled to in rebellious rage.

No church can bind him to the things
That fed the first crude souls, evolved;
For, mounting up on daring wings,
He questions mysteries all unsolved.

Above the chant of priests, above
The blatant voice of braying doubt,
He hears the still, small voice of Love,
Which sends its simple message out.

And clearer, sweeter, day by day,
Its mandate echoes from the skies,
"Go roll the stone of self away,
And let the Christ within thee rise.”

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox

with what he should do. He wants to make the sowhich, in its own right, eventually brings about the
called sacrifices necessary to spiritual growth, andomplete contentment sought by everyone wh
by making them he achieves far greater contenstruggles with the burdens of materialism an
ment than his former indulgences evdoafed. which, when it is faithfully devoutly and lovingly
Let us, therefore, look upon spiritual sacrifice notmade, hastens our ultimate development tred
as a burden, a chore, or a hardship. Let us instepdrfection of our Golded/edding Garments [J
regard it as an avenue to evolutionary progress —Dagmar Fragme
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Truths and Rights—
Mortal and Divine

UR MOST RECENT TIMES

are witnessing a fever of mor

nd intellectual liberalism that

raging through the ranks ¢ -
“emancipated” peoples, demo ““

strating, they suppose, their freedom from a ,

trary and coercive ideologies and belief syste~~ NN e [ R B TR e AT

imposed on a formerly credulous populace Apostle Paul preaching to thAreopagus
paternalistic, self-serving ecclesiarchs. N(Paul censwed the Stoics and Epias, members dkthens’high

T “ S : court, theAreopagus, for asserting they wgignorantly) worship
goes this line of “reasoning,” one is able to thing an “unknown god,” whegas, “in him we live, and move, and have

for himself and can put in perspective, or-Cour being” (Acts 17:28); thefore, it isthat God, Who esurects
pense with, puerile religious notioss likely, the dead and “will judge the world in righteousness,” and not ou
though, in so thinking for himself, this “|lipergSelf-styled idolatries, that only deserves our faith and devotions.
ed” person isunthinking, his self-styled intellectu religion. Solution to the dilemmaPhey must be
al liberalism being but camouflage for the impulseequally right, right for whom they are right; that is,
to mere self-interest and libertinism, in which thehey must have relative or limited authority ang
pleasure principle and personal idiosyncrasy eetetruth. Relativizing God must relativize truthhe
mine the content and use of thought. Open-mindelativist blithely says, | can pick the truth that
edness and tolerance are simply the blank checksits me and select the God that fits my view gf
one writes to oneself to do as he pleases. things. Professing an understanding of many
What occasions this rampant fever of liberalisnftakes” on truth, the p.c. relativist defers to diplo
which feigns a generosity of spirit by allowing macy and appeasement at tratbkpense, notwith
each to “do his own thing” and to “be his own-per standing the fact that truth is really tamperproof. |
son,” an attitude we currently call being politicallyhas mandates and strictures. It is not a wash,[ a
correct (p.c.)?What is behind this tolerance of Rorshach image on which we may impose our pr
human behavior which condones license andate readings, our favorite fallacies. Relative truth
refuses to hold others accountable for theirs easily acquired and negotiable. It requires taking
actions?This relativizing of God, the withdrawal no stand that might f&nd proponents of other
from God as the gent and primary Referent for views. Did the prospect of encountering contenc
ones life and actions? In part, this withdrawal is ang or variant beliefs deter St. Paul? Does one
result of the convgence of many religious sys value bland conciliation above the dictates
tems, confounding the potential beliewadell, he  truth?
reasons, they canall be right.Yet each claims In the attempt to avoid unseemly theological
absolute authorityEach purports to be the “true” conflict and multicultural barbarism, by being

(/\o;nzzlsaus) AyeuB| suowoialH Aq 010-14&
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politically correct, many contemporary truth seek baptized. One reminisces or remembers, is mem
ers are simply shopping at a religious supermarkdbered into again, in a flash of re-cognition, the for
selecting appealing items from the abundant disnative living truths of being.
play of international dérings for their spiritual Human unrest, implicit in the search for truth, ig
cuisine. Choice is made as much on the basis divine in nature. It is a heavenly nostalgia, the
aesthetics, convenience, and noveklg on the yearning for ones celestial home. In this case, this
intrinsic value of the “product.They “purchase” paradigmatic nostalgia, the home is GodMhom
or appropriate what they want to hear (Considewe have our being, out frolWhom we have jour
the idiom, “I can buy that.”) rather than what isneyed, and withWhom we seek reunion. But the
appropriate and incumbent upon them to hear reunion seems conditioned on nothing less than
In our obsessively buying econontire “pack trying all the options of being which anet God,
aging” (as in dust jacket) of truth is often deceptranscending our finite selves only as a last resof
tive, the relationship between the cover and thBy a process of cosmic elimination, a kind of
contents being inverse: the flashier the wrappinggxhaustive inventorywe sift through and identify
the emptier of substance what is wrapped. Ours with myriad thought systems and modes of being
an aggressively consumer culture; we are out to gbefore we learn to eliminate all partial answers and
and again to get, and we may develop a kind afommit ourselves to the transfinifdl-Being in
mental consumption by which we are hollowed outvhich our mind and spirit once nascently dwelled.
or consumed by our tantalean hunger ill-directed If God is dead, all is permitted. If God is deac
and ill-fed.We may be sure that “trugi” manu (and a relative God is a dead God), we each can
facturers will concoct and confect sweet anglay God and hurl down our private decalogues
appealing articles for our consumption, but a-spirand laser forth fiats and thunder in the heavens pf
itual indigestion or malnutrition may well result. our cloudy empyreans when we disapprove of
What is purveyed requires considerable inspectiowhat mere mortals do to incur our terrible displea
before we invest in it and take it into our personssure.The apparent hyperbole is not as excessive ps
Neither the shopper nor the merchant in th& seems. Our learned civility can so well mask a
bazaar of world religions makes truth, but Godraw passional and selfish lower nature that we afe
Whois Truth. Mans calling and function is to dis incredulous and insulted should another even su
cover and live truthAnd truth is one, just as all gest forces in us antipathetic to our demonstrated
numbers are based on unity and arise out of igoodnessYet the mind can only be whole and
Truth is not a matter of what | want to believe.God-centered when it has acknowledged all the
It is not a statement of personal convenience atarkness that is in and under the world, hgs
predilection. Nor is it my lifestylg’alibi, an impr  plumbed to its depths its own selfish motives t
matur for warranting my way of looking at life, to thought and action and has summoned the God-
make me comfortable with my delusions or to-progiven power to overcome the beings and forcgs
tect my ideological property from incursions ofthat feed on and populate this darkness, even the
new or foreign ideas. My belief does not positspiritual wickedness in high places referred to b
truth. Truth is its own and by virtue of itself cem the apostle Paul, who sees the soul of man as-a cps
mands from the cleaninded rational soul a will mic battleground where the very Powers of-cr
ing assent. ation contend for control. By experiencing thi
Truth frees because it ratifies the proper use afontention as his own struggle and destiman
the mind, confirms the minsl’own enlightened learns to know his adversaries and benefactors apd
functioning. It provides a kind of intellectual déjato acquire the wisdom and will that can enable him
vu, somewhat akin to Platonic reminiscenceto live as a free, enlightened being, having assimi
whereby the seeking mind is ineluctably led to théated to his Self nothing less than the power and
living creative archetypes in whose presence thidentities of hierarchies of celestial beings.
pre-carnate spirit is conceived and intellectually This is the universal viewMore to the immedi
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ate point, we are to practice vigilance and diserimcouldnt abide Reality as he saw it. He balked. H
ination, that we may clearly perceive what is-takthrew a cosmic tantrum, sulked mightibgpudiat
ing place around and especially within us, and ted Truth and was repudiated, cast into a smelde
act and respond in accordance with our constantlpg pit of solipsistic subjectivity and self-seeking.
evolving sense of right, as it is informed by all thdn the far nether regions of egoistic darkness (and
testimony we can bring to bear uponVite strive close by our human souls!), he persists in his con
to make rational and compassionate decisions, pdention that mind thinking a thing makes it so. He
ticularly being ever mindful to leave ourselveshas it only partly right. He may believe his fabri
open to the guiding influences of grace and mercgation is fact, but at heart (be he heartless) he
and revelation, divine provisions waiting like knows diferently What agony this is—to contend
manna to feed our spiritual hunger and relieve ouo the marrow of one’ being that what ishis!
soul’s poverty This is insanity and it requires enormous gger
Denial or ignorance of truth does noteat the and will power to maintain in the face of Reality
existence of truth. It is not subject to the lame strat The mind, to contradict the magnificently per
egy that if you dort’think of it, it will go away | verse words put into the falledngel's mouth by
can bury what | don’want to acknowledge so Milton, is not its own place. It cannot, in truth,
deeply that | may be oblivious of its very exis make a hell of heaven or a heaven of hell; it can
tence. It continues, howevepo exist, thriving the only think it can. It can only seal itselffah an
better for being on its own. It is but myself | haveimaginary arcade of substanceless shows and
buried in a grave of illusions. For God has plantetimake believe.”The world of mind is objective
in me, has woven me out of, and has constituteahd universalA mind can try to convince itself
my eternal being withTruth, the living Truth  that its erroneous conceptions have realityt the
which is Christ, His SonThis is a holya prodi  phantasmagoria of dreams, however powerful and
gious, realization, which, should | fail to reverent “real” they may seem while dreaming, upon wak
ly and repeatedly meditate on it, may all too -easing prove to be but a flux of pseudo forms, vacu
ly, it and the Rosicruciafeachings generallguft ity. However much we may infuse truth with
fer trivialization, sublimities reduced to codebelief, it has its own life as an emanation of the liv
words and neat notions to lend a smart veneer toirgg God. It is impersonalThe truth | seek to
life little different than any frankly secular enter understand | stand undan the sense that it is out
prise.Truth has its explicit and rigorous demandsside and above my personal self and draws my
which are ignored or denied at os@eril. allegiance, my submission—as in, | stand beneath
God, as Paul states, has inscribed His truths funder) the Cross of Jesus; but also as in, | joyous
our heartsAnd though the mind may fget, the Iy stand beneath and look up to the resurrected
heart remembers. Here is the intimate relatio€hrist.
between truth and love. Love awakens truth. Love What has all this to do with us directly? Perhap
discovers truth. It levels all the impressive strucnever in the history of “Christian” culture has thereg
tures a cold logic may rear to monument pride. Ibeen such a godless clamor for personal rights apd
clears consciousness of the self-justifications and brash hawking of private truth (the world aceord
militant postures that guilt and fear spawn as-horingto_ _ _ )The evident loosening of the moral
orable public guises. Love doesfibut wisdom. It code (not Moseshut Gods through Moses), the
Is wisdom. Pride cares not a fig for truithe self- skeletal system that supports and makes straight
created person regards truth as a purely individuglprthodox) the body of religious belief and pro
that is, subjective, matteBut a human does not motes a coherent and peaceful socieds released
determine truthTruth determines the human. If individuals to make strident claims of being
truth is subject to manipulation, to the barter-sysautonomous, laws unto themselvéke disease of
tem, or can be dressed up or dressed down, themibral relativism, the making of truth a commaodi
isn’t truth but chimera, pretense, fiction. Luciferty, allows for seeing euthanasia as permissible
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under certain conditions, sanctions abortion if th
mother is adult and so elects, justifies homocidgs
when matters get bad enougiis moral latitudi :
narianism recognizes no such thing as sexuat abg
ration: do what makes you feel good—or bad
Your truth may not be my truth. No problefnuth
is a singular business, oseseparate &fir. I'll tol -
erate your truth, you tolerate mifié¢ne end result of
this moral laxity and relativizing of truth is social
disintegration, moral degeneration, and intellect
al nihilism.Absent God and welcome anarchy
God is the Cause and Basis for being. Bein
God, He is not subject to revision and improve
ment by self-appointed, truth-artificing god-men,
God’s revealed Being, the Logos, is the logic o
Creation, outside or other than which is madnes
and fatuity The Son has deposited truth in our spir |
itual accounts. It is already given, is in place to b
drawn upon, intuited, cognized, heeded, and live g
It is our sure prescription for self-transcendence. %
is the map that discloses the way through and o _'
Of thIS mundane Wllderness It Contlnues to InC|Ud JmeTl.ssot Opaque watercolor over graphite on gray wove paper, Brooklyn Museum
_the Old Testament decalogue (ten words, laws % 15 Tl (ComsumE B
ideas, keys to soul growth) and the NB¥gtament  Hovering Old Estament mphets, holding scriptural salis
duologue (love God and every other), which is thabove their headsgjoice that their ppphecies a accom
law’s fulfillment, because love satisfies all thePlished. Tuth incarnate is crucified, enabling, tugh His
law’s requirements with a generosity of spirit anc shed blood, the Holy Spirit, the spirit atilh, to teach alinen.
a gladness of assent that issues from knowleddige refused earthly kingship and lording it over His
and execution of God'will for and in us. fellows. While rights advocates press for their due
Rights? I'm most likely wrong when | make they evidently are not informed by the power an
concerted (conceited) claims for my personagxample of Himwho exhorted us to be the ser
rights.To repeat: all has already been given. | needants of all, to relinquish power for the sake ofoth
not wrest from government, the rich, a paternalisers. “What can you do for me?” was supplanted b
tic power class, the herd-riding, dominant race, th&Vhat can | do for you?” “| come not for myself
gender tyrants, the culture kings, the ecclesiasticAut for HimWho sends me.When one does the
procrustes, my withheld share of lggyrovisions, Fathets will, onelivesthe truth, fleshes the truth.
my rightful due.These finite agencies and whatWhen one is in right relation to God (which is arn
they have or purvey canprovide what | truly absolute, not a relative, relation), demands ¢
need, though the material world is bent on-perrights are seen as the peevish complaints of pro
suading me that its “goods” digce my hears persons who seek substitutes for Hiho with-
desires. St. Pagl’admonition to us is not to be holds nothing, is in Himself all things, aWiho
conformed to these presumed lacks. So perceivingas already wholly given Himself for our eterna
I’m too much in the world. Let me be transformedglory.
by the renewing of my mind. Lord, awaken us to thy Presenddyy living
Rights?What rights did He claim on Golgotha? Truth, Thy limitless Love. For when we truly love,
A worldly king claims rightsThis heavenly King we live truly in God through Christ. O
was rejected by some of His own disciples because —C.W.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Life of Christ Jesus
Physiologically
| nterpreted

HERE WAS A MAN of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jew
The same came to Jesus by night, an®
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that}
thou art a teacher come from God; for}
no man can do these miracles that thou doeg
except God be with him. Jesus answered and sa&.
unto him, Verily, verily 1 say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
God. —John 3:1-3
The third chapter of John's Gospel contains o
of the most profound teachings given to the worlg
in connection with new birth through regeneration
Paracelsus phrases it epigrammatically thuse "
dissolve the living body witApollo’s Fire, so that
what was before a stone may become spirit. Fro
the innermost parts of this we extract Gold.'
Physiologically interpreted, the life of the Christ® e
details the lifting of the “liquid gold” by means of - S, - e
the awakened Spirit Fire from its slumbering placeJesus tells Nicodemus that “just as Moses lifted up the se
in the sacral plexus. Gold is soluble in METrCUNY 55 also does the aspirant raise the serpent Spiré firhis

and it is the mercurial principle which is mostpodys wilderness on his ess of matter—to be born of spir
important in this alchemical work, the Fire in the

sacral center supplying the heat by which the goltimercury” rises from the action of the spinal Spiri

-

. AREIH

is retrieved from the mercury Fire, the pure "gold" is deposited (precipitated) i

In certain mining operations where gold is foundhe various centers or receptacles of the helad.
in minute quantities, mercury is used to "pick up'sacred Fire that burns beneath the crucible is t
the gold in the dros3.he gold-bearing mercury is Christ Love Power in man, which asserts tha
then heated, which causes the mercury to evaptAnd I, if | be lifted up . . . will draw all men unto
rate and leave the gold free. Familiar to all are thme." Or according to Paul, he that ascends is tl
expansive properties of mercury in thermometersame as he that descentise pure and holy teach
where heat causes the metal to rise in a tubeg of regeneration is centered in this alchemica
marked of to indicate temperature&.phase of the process. Heaven and Earth meet in the alchemis

alchemical allegory thus becomes clear: that metaboratory Said Hermes, "Separate the subtilg¢

cury "picks up” the gold in the dross; then, as th&om the gross. Draw the internal fire from the

pent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up.”

=
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the interval and your signal the Doves of Dianay
[Venus or Love]."
While the pure gold is being extracted, with the{3
aid of mercury (intelligence, meditation) from fg
gross matterthe sacred Fire must be continually g
fed, until it, too, rises upward to the head, where
vivifies the spiritual centers latent there. Man him
self is thus the work and the laboratory
"All the earth contains not so great a myster
and excellence as man reformed by God into H
image andikeness."ThomasVaughn, the famous
Rosicrucian alchemistwrites: "The great secret
Fire is the center of all things, visible and invisible
It lives in water air, and earth, and in minerals,
herbs, and beasts, in men, stars, and angels—
originally in God Himself."This Fire is, in fact,
that which Moses saw in the Burning Bush, ang
which still burns in all the kingdoms of Nature.
Every open-minded student of alchemy Come“The great sgﬂo:ﬁirBe?fg:tt?'ﬁc?rﬁgg%gﬁriawin the cen
to _the conclusion  that C_:h”St Jesus . is the truter of all things is that which Moses saw in the Burning
Philosophe's Stone; and if the alchemist seeks tBush, and which still burns in all the kingdoms of Neur
"make" that Stone, it means only that he is creatiny
within himself "this mind which was also in Christ for so long gone to feed the selfish desires ¢
Jesus," as Paul instructed; for only as we repeat umankind, lusts of one kind or anoth&his
our lives the way which Christ demonstrated for ugowly place must first be cleansed and illumined
can we come to lllumination and, ultimatelp by the Christ Fire. It has most aptly been termed
Liberation. Through that mind (Mercury) which "the Alchemist's kitchen."
was in Christ Jesus, the transmutation of matter THE DEDICATION
into spirit is brought about, and this is the meaning The Rite of Dedication follows shortly after the
of new birth through regeneration as Rosicruciankirth. Alchemically, the Christ Fire, newly sprung
comprehend it. to life in the "kitchen," ascends to the second greft
Each ogan in the body corresponds to some soulerve plexus and radiates its golden stream of light
power or mental facultyand the awakening and through the nervesThe spleen is also vivified.
lifting of the Christ Fire (the Brazen Serpent)This experience is accompanied by ability to retaip
impinges upon the nerve centers ruling theseonsciousness unbroken from the night to the day
organs and éécts their transmutation, and throughfrom sleep to wakingAs a consequence of its con
them that of the entire bodygamism.The steps in scious astral journeying, the aspirant's threefold
the life of Christ Jesus may be correlated to thedwody is dedicated upon the shrine of spifihe
alchemical stages. spinal cord, which has been called by modern-my
THE NATIVITY tics the laboratory of the alchemist, plays a mos$
The birth of the Master Jesus took place in &ital part in the process of regeneration. It connects
manger located in a stable under an inn where, thiee generative gans in the lower part of the body
Bible expressly states, there was no room for higith the head, locale of the regenerativgams.
parentsThe manger where beasts feed has refeffhe spinal cord extends from the coccyx to th
ence to the desire bodythe forces of which have upper border of the atlas, just below the cerebs

Stained glass image by Burne-Jones, Jesus College, Cambridge
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lum, passing through the medulla and opening in
the fourth ventricle of the braifthe portion of the
cord below the second lumbar vertebrae tapers t¢
point, thefibrum terminale Recent microscopic
investigations have shown that this fibrum termi
nale, formerly thought to be merely a fibrous coro
is filled with highly sensitive grey nerve matter
The minute canal that runs through the center
the cord is the channel for the ascent of the spin.&
spirit Fire, or Kundalini, termed symbolically the &
Great Mother in marThis is the great Mother who =5
commanded that the cord be lowered seven tim
so that all who were imprisoned in the dark abys
might have an opportunity to ascend into the upp
light, as recounted in the mystic marriage o
C.R.C. It has been said that so long as Kundali
sleeps, man's interest is focussed in the outer G
jective world, but as soon as She is awakened,
consciousness reaches out toward the ecstasy
the subjective RealitieIhe Fire, when in ascent,
glows along the spinal cord like a chain of shim™resmissor Opague watercolor on gray wove paper (1886-1894). Brooklyn Museum
mering light. (Here is the origin of the rosary for Flight into Egypt

those who can understand it [TARglican rosary WFh this jqurney the infant Jesusaapitulates, albeit subcon-
has 33 beads; the spine has 33 bones.— ). sciously his peoples bondage to the “fleshpots” of Egypt.
the Nativity comes the beginning of the awakeningnd so hold the aspirant for a longer time withimp
of Kundalini and the first faint glow of the light the material darkness of Egypt.

within the sacral center; at the Dedication, the light TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE
has already begun to rise in the spinal canal. Later, as the creative force is still further aug
THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT mented by spiritual living, the Christ Child within

The flight of Mary and Joseph with the Child "waxes in stature and in wisdomWhen the cre
Jesus into Egypt was necessitated by Herod's petive Fire touches upon the powerful Sun center ¢f
secution of the innocentd he persecution and the sympathetic nervous system, the solar plexys,
flight symbolize the recrudescence of dormanthe doors of the psychic realms begin to ofdre
failings. To quote H. PBlavatsky: "As soon as one neophyte speaks a new language of joy and delight
pledges himself a probationecertain occult as visions of inner worlds are revealed to hiitme
effects ensueThe first is throwing outward of illumined Christ Child begins to teach in the brair
everything latent in the nature—faults, habitsTemple, bewildering and confusing the materid|
qualities or subdued desires, whether good, bad og#ason which for so long has been focussed |n
indifferent. If a man is vain or sensual or ambiouter or concrete knowing.
tious, whether by atavism or by karmic heirloom, THE BAPTISM
all those vices are sure to break out, even if he hasin the Hermetic Baptismal Rite the two grea
hitherto successfully concealed and repressatervous systems, the sympatheticafgv fem-
them.They will come to the front irrepressibly and minine) and the cerebro-spinal (Fire, masculine
he will have to fight a hundred times harder thamre more definitely linked together by certain-psy
before until he Kills all such tendencies in himself."chic enegies.This union of Fire andlVater in the

All negative tendencies of the desire body act asaptism (notWater alone) is shown in the secre
deterrents upon the ascending spinal Spirit Firdegend about balls of fire which floated on the
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waters of the Jordan at the time of Jesus' |
tism. Infant humanity was negatively claj®
voyant; that is, it possessed the powerjg#s
extended vision, but not under control of [ /
will. This vision was in the nature of tifgsEs
dream-life of children—the waking dream FEESE SN
an imaginative child, which is often so astd# f
ishingly vivid and realisticAt that early timeffi¥
the pineal and pituitary glands in the hef}
were connected with the involuntary or sy;
pathetic system, and the psychic vorti§
(centers) spun counterclockwise, followil =
negatively the motion of the Earth's axis
from right to left within the aura. T To——— :
| enata Sedmakova, fresco, St. George Church, Antwerp, Belgium
The next work of evolving man was fo Temptation of Jesus
mation of the cerebro-spinal system aiComplete mastery of the lower desiratue and self-cented think
brain. The modernaspirant is learning tdng is tested and demonstrated by Christ in the temple of Jeslis’
awaken and develop psychic centers belonging mpportunity of using them for personal aggran
this system and to rotate them clockwise—frondizement, for executing revenge upon enemie
left to right within his own aura. and so forthWhen a neophyte is in a wilderness o
There are many of these centers awaiting vivifidoubt or possible despaand is sutring because
cation. For this reason the silver cord has beeof many lacks, the Prince of this world appears t
called the "relaxed string whose pitch must béempt him according to his necessities. Such tem
raised by the exaltation of the element of Fire." tations are threefold, pertaining to the physical,
In the Rite of the Baptism positive centers of themotional, and mental level&t this point many
body are awakened; the bridge between the Pinesgekers turn back, to walk with Christ no more.
and the Pituitary is formed; the bird of spirit is Physiologically the three temptations correlate
freed from its prison cage of the body; the conto the three power centers of the Spinal Fire: (1
scious Invisible Helper is borhe Dove of the The sacral plexus, home of the creative Fire, [s
baptism represents completion of this phase of thelled by SagittariusThe first temptation is the
GreatWork. The Christ Fire in the haptism ascendssuggestion to misuse this divine Fire for personal
to the heart centetn the words of thé\ncient necessities on the sense planeT{®) heart center
Wisdom, "This attainment and our material naturés under LeoThe second temptation is the desirg
comes near to non-material essences." to misuse the magnetic life impulses. (8 third
The early Church called the Degree of Baptisnor head center is unddries; its corresponding
"The Rite of Bringing to Sight"—namelythe temptation is personal ambition and misuse d
development of clairvoyance. It was directly €eon awakening spiritual powers to dominate others.
nected with the heart centeA statement of  There are certain minute nerves in the centgr
Paracelsus is significant in this relation: "The heamear the end of the spine which, as the Fire |s
is man and the heart is an entire star out of whictirawn upward, become vitalized to act as channgls
he is built up. If, therefore, a man is perfect in higor the spiritual (not material) rays of the Sun
heart nothing in the whole light of nature can béiblically, this is signified in the knot of small
hidden from him." cords with which Christ Jesus is portrayed a
THE TEMPTATION driving the money lenders from tRemple, say-
The high Rite of the Baptism is necessarily fol ing, "This is the house of praydmut ye have made
lowed by the temptation in the wilderness, for witht a den of thieves." (Continued) [
the acquisition of supernormal powers comes the —Corinne Heline
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FROM MAX HEINDEL'S WRITINGS

The Truth Shall Set You Free

ecorded. We are incapable of cognizing truth in

he abgtract whilewelivein the phenomena world,
for the inherent nature of matter isillusion and delusion
and we are constantly making allowances and correc-
tions, whether we are conscious of the fact or not....

"The truth shall set you free" said Christ and the
more we turn our aspirations from material acquisitive-
ness and seek to lay up treasure above, the moreweaim
to rise, the oftener we "get in the spirit", the more read-
ily we "shall know truth" and reach liberation from the
fetter of flesh which binds us to a limited environment
and attain to a sphere of greater usefulness.

Study of philosophy and science has a tendency to
further perception of truth, and as science has pro-
gressed, it has gradually receded from its erstwhile
crude materialism. The day is not far off when it will be
more reverently religious than the church itself.
Mathematics is said to be "dry", for it does not stir the
emotions. When it is taught that "the sum of the angles
of a triangle is 180 degrees,” the dictum is at once
accepted, becauseitstruth is self-evident and no feeling
is involved in the matter. But when a doctrine such as
the Immaculate Conception is promulgated and our
emotions are stirred, bloody war or heated argument
may result and still leave the matter in doubt.
Pythagoras demanded that his pupils study mathemat-
ics because he knew the elevating effect of raising their
minds above the sphere of feeling, whereit is subject to
delusion, and elevating it towards the Region of
Abstract Thought, which is the prime redlity....

We have now seen that the Earth is composed of
three worlds which interpenetrate one another, so that it
is perfectly true when Christ said that "heaven is with-
in you" or, as the trangation should rather have been,
among you. We have also seen that of these three
realms two are subdivided. It has also been explained
that each division serves a great purpose in the unfold-
ment of various forms of life which dwell in each of
these worlds and we may note in conclusion that the

PLATE asked "What is Truth?' but no answer is
t

lower regions of the

Desire World constitute
what the Catholic religion
calls Purgatory, a place
where the evil of apast lifeis
transmuted to good, usable by
the Spirit as conscience in later lives. The higher
regions of the Desire World are the First Heaven, where
all the good a man has done is assimilated by the Spirit
as soul power. The Region of Concrete Thought is the
Second Heaven, where, as already said, the Spirit pre-
pares its future environment on Earth, and the Region
of Abstract Thought is the Third Heaven, but as Paul
said, it is scarcely lawful to speak about that.

Some will ask: Is there then no hell? No! The mercy
of God tends as greatly towards the principle of GOOD
as the inhumanity of man towards cruelty, so that he
would consign his brother men to flames of hell during
eternity for the puerile mistakes committed during a
few years or perhaps for a dight difference in belief.
The writer has heard of a minister who wished to
impress his"flock" with the reality of an eternity of hell
flames and to demonstrate the fallacy of a heretical
notion entertained by some of his parishioners. that
when sinners go to hell they burn to ashes and that is
the end.

He took with him an al cohol lamp and some asbestos
into the pulpit and told his audience that God would
turn their souls into a substance resembling asbestos.
He showed them that though the asbestos were heated
red hot, it did not decompose into ashes. Fortunately, the
day of the hell preacher has gone by, and if we believe
the Bible, which says that "in God we live and move
and have our being," we can readily understand that a
lost soul would be an impossibility, for were one single
soul (Spirit) lost, then logically a part of God Himself
would be lost. No matter what our color, our race or our
creed, we are all equally the children of God and in our
various ways we shall obtain satisfaction. Let us there-
fore rather look to Christ and forget creed. O
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

The Transfiguration and the Memory of Nature

174

UESTION: (1) Christ died to redeem the strag is up to the individual to “save himself,” in the sens¢
glers—the lost. But not all are in need of salvaof making adjustments for his own wrongdoings.

tion. Why?Was the remaining group already saved? Secondly the Christ is the original (what
If so, by whom?We have learned earlier in the occultism callsAdam Kadmon) as well as the new
Christian teaching that Christ died to cleanse origingdlanetary man. He was the prototype for prelapsati
sin for all human beings. How true is the stofy?at an Adam, prior to assimilation of the Lucifer ele
is the actual benefit to humanity in Chrgstleath, ment, and He is, as Paul states, the living Image pf
resurrection and ascension into heaven? (2) Lesstime NewAdam, total manThis Image is available to
16 of theWesternWisdom BibleTeachings says that all developing humans who live lives that make-pos
Moses was reborn Elijah and Elijah returned as Jolsible the “putting on” of this Christ Self, while
the Baptist. But both Moses and Elijah were togetheretaining the individual qualities of the Ego.
with Jesus at the period of Jesahsfiguration (Matt. 2) The Memory of Nature contains a complete recorf
17:3) Would it be possible that Moses could sit togethof all earthly occurrences. It was not the individual
erwith his reincarnated form of Elijah? (3) John theEgos of Moses and Elijah that appeared at the-trar|s
Baptist (Elijah reincarnate) was in prison at the samfigguration—since they were embodiments of the
time Elijah and Moses appeared with Jesus at-transame Ego—but the personalities of those two prid
figuration.After reincarnation is it possible that the oldincarnations of the Spirit that later embodied in Joh
body can be seen or still exist in the spiritual world?he Baptist. It is this sequence of prior embodiments

Answer: 1) If you will reread theCosmo passage that Christ Jesus unveiled before the three select djs
from which you quote—“Christ knew that there is aciples, select since they had advanced to the poin
very lage class who do not require salvation”—youwhere they could view the earthly antecedents of the
will see that Max Heindel added the important qualForerunner to Christ, in the fourth region of the
ifying phrase “in this way which refers to a saving World of Thought. Additionally, in the atomic
Christ-impulse intended specifically for those humar{eighth) stratum of the earth are copies of all the bog
spirits that were “lost”—the one sheep out of the foldes of humans, which may be replicatétiis multr
of one hundred, in the language of the paralihéss  plying power enables the achievements of spirituallly
sentence does not negate the fact that the Christolved Egos, such as Buddha, Hermes, and
influence has &tcted the planet globallyt all lev  Zarathustra, to aid other seekers in the attainment jof
els, as a result of the inoculation of His spiritual enercertain aptitudes and powers, by sharing as a kind fof
gies into its etheric (through the Jesus vehicleemplate, through sympathetic vibration, their highly
desire, and mental “envelopes,” thereby providingvolved etheric, desire, and mental bodies.
finer quality of “substances” with which humans3) The foregoing explanation also answers this part ¢f
may specialize their individual vehicleEhose Egos your question¥es it is “possible that the old [ether
who were not “lost” are still subject to thefeadts of ic] body can beseen or still exist in the spiritual
original sin, the décts of Lucifefs intrusion and world.” It has beersuggested that “the&/ay” is rep
man’s ongoing destructive passions and selfishnesgesented by Elijah, “th@ruth” by Moses, and “the
Christ's sacrifice dkets this d@kct on the global Life” by Christ Himself, although He is the pattern
level by renovating the degraded quality of the planandessence of the way and truth that humans may
etary etherdesire and mental substance. Howgiter imitate and manifest. O
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ASTROLOGY

The Children of Scorpio

ORPIO IS A FIXED water sign whose phys
ical analogies are lakes, seas, oceans, 0
ther bodies of wateWhen we look at a
rge body of water we generally see the
urface thereof and a little way below it.
The rest is hidden from our sighthe influence of
Scorpio is similar to this in that it reveals some but
hides muchThat which we see on the surface is sel
dom a sure indicator of what lies beneath.

Traditionally, Scorpio is the sign of the hidden
processes and secret forces of nature. Scorpio irdivi~
uals dislike bringing everything out into the open for
all to see and are often the repositories of obscure a
unusual information.

The positive influence of Scorpio gives an intenseallowing them to come to a reasonable solufidus,
determined nature that strives after complete selthere tends to be a build-up of psychological pressurgs
mastery and there is no quarter given or asked in thisreated in the course of time which, if it goes too fa
struggle. Such an individual aims toward the -concan result in undesirable neurotic and psychotic-con
trolled direction of emotional ergies into morally plexes.Thus, the exercise of Retrospection is particu
uplifting and constructive channels. In the process, karly advisable for those people, to help them resolve
penetrating insight into the causes behinfidat$ is each day's pressures as they are created.
often obtained.The above qualities have made Scorpio is ruled by Pluto, which is represented i
Scorpio the traditional sign of the healer Greek mythology by Hades, god of the underworld

The negative influence of Scorpio gives a harshand of hidden wealth. Pluto rules the group -con
sulking nature, that is so wrapped in its own ambitionsciousness of individuals who come together in eoop
and problems that it has no time for the consideratioaration for a common purposEhis is not to be con
of others. It also tends to give a headstrong mannéssed with social groups or indistinct aggregates qf
that is determined to have its own waggardless of people, which are ruled b&quarius. In a negative
opposition or consequences. Such an individual tendense, Pluto indicates a loss of the sense of particippt
to be a lonerholding a grudge against society for itsing and an obsession with self.
failure to see things his way In the esoteric anatomy of man, Scorpio represenits

In the positive Scorpio, intensity of feeling isthe emotional soulThis aspect of the soul is devel
turned outward in cooperation with others, but in th@ped by right feeling—a feeling for that which is
negative Scorpio this same intensity is turned inwardsthetically uplifting and aversion for that which is
in self-centeredness. It is said that one cannot truly appreorally downgrading.
ciate the value of selflessness until he has first experi As the Sun passes through Scorpio, the Christ
enced the deep bitterness that selfishness brings. works upon man to develop in him an awareness pf

Turning back to Scorpio in general, both types havbis responsibility to his fellow man and a spirit of
a tendency to put things that are disagreeable to theirutual helpfulness and cooperation. O
natures below the surface of consciousness, without —Thomas Hanson

9|gall8ydS-soqeg epleo @

Scorpio and its Evolutionary Symbols
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ASTROLOGY

Omniplanetary Man

ANKIND’S earthly history nar
rates the control, guidance and,
not infrequently subjugation
and exploitation by priests and
kings as they exercised their
authority in the religious and secular life of eact

THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION

AND

THE FOUR GREAT INITIATIONS

ORDINARY HUMANITY PURSUES THE SPIRAL PATH
THE INITIATE GDES THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW WAY THAT LEADS

TO

person. GOD ——
As humans evolve they internalize and elabc -E;
rate the functions and powers of these tw >

offices; they individualize their royal and priestly
archetypes.

Have you ever thought that you might once i \FI.ILI:.III{PEHIDD
h ised hori le. but the ﬂﬁm THE WEEK
ave exercised authority over people, but the el o
today you are a dim king on a diminished throne Violst WHITE
. (INCLUDING ALL THE COLORS)
No doubt we are all once and future kings an
priests. In fact, it is our destinyhe kingdom we 6
rule is our personal self, which enlightened-con  VENUS-PERIOD SUN- pEmm, o
trol makes possible the awakening of ou {Frst] (Sunday) 5
transpersonal Seland discloses its true home, the e 5
Kingdom of Heaven e e 5
Occult traditions of many cultures have drawr (Monday) "“ﬂﬁ?s:::}m" :
on two forms of the septenary to characterize tr BLUE ORANGE
total human entityOne form is abstract and stat
ic, the other kinetic and, at least in part, demor Em?m g
: - -PERIOD 3
strable.The former characterizes sevenfold man a MERCURT-BLF MARS -HALF 5
a trinity and a quaternityThe latter draws on gir ~ (Wednesday) Yeuow s il g
THE WAY OF INITIATION ]

cularity andprogressive cycles. Its hologram is

pra\y

THERE WAS NO INITIATION PRIOR TO THE END OF THE MARS HALF
the hermetic caduceus (emblem of helical deve oF THE EARTH PERIOD. THE LESSER MYSTERIES EMBRACE HUMAN
EVOLUTION IN THE MERCURY HALF OF THE EARTH PERIOD

opment), which is a compendium of esoteric
truths concerning anthropogenesis and occuéncodingsThey do not arise out of physical mat
physiology The morphology of the human psy ter. They are wholly independent of brain struc
che is subjected to tortuosities of complexity tures, though they may stimulate brain sites arn
part because materialistic science requires thatassociated biochemistryffhere is a formative
be anchored in and owe its existence to an antedosmic archetype that identifies septenary ma
or and primary biology with a "profane” or worldly fourfold base of dou
Archetypes are not caused by specific genetiole polarities that project ascending sides of

d
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tetrahedron, whose apex contacts ®
descending trinitarian Divinity—as
Michel-angelo paints it in the
Creation ofAdam, fingertip to fin
gertip. The Star of David shows th
two triangles of Divinity andhuman
ity (involution and evolution of the
Ego), their mutual center being the
undenominated seventh powedr
archetype. (See diagram at right a
on p 40.) Moon (D), Soul; Earth [I) Physical
What more intrinsic and german ® Y Body. Where, you ask, is Mercury?
coding could one employ to desig Nowhere and everywhere. Mercury
nate the totality of human structures than thé yourdeus absconditusin the sense of being the
signs of the sevenfold planetary system? Sciendallen God, fallen into matter or manifestation
invokes a septenary vibration t- 5 Spirit ((®) incarnating [I) and devel
explain refracted light and soun oping its soul D) through the assim
whose octaves initiate the ne; ilation into egoic consciousness of
sequence of seven. Indeed, the en archetypal experiences is the human
electro-magnetic spectrum can | Ego evolving from nescienceséo,
regarded as a graduated series Tty 0, Adam—"red earth") to omni
octaves (see DiagramlA in The #1 9 science, which, optmallys Mercury
Rosicrucian ~ Cosmo-Conception, (3). It symbolizes the spark of
which lists 62 octaves of increasing vibratoryDivinity ((®) ensouled D) in matter (). Among
activity). The oganizing principle for the the seven inner planets, only Mercury (B) ecom
PeriodicTable of Elements is seven (the eighthprisesthe cipher for all three formative media.
family is stable, nonreactive). Seven planets are But this holds true only for the personal spherg.
occultly related to seven ether In the transpersonal sphere the signs
(vital) and astral body centers, sev: of two of the three outer planets are
ductless glands being physiologic triply compounded. One is wary of
counterparts of the formefFhe same rs overloading what are, after all, but
: Trinity :
seven planets are known as, infor| 49 notations. Yet the set of planetary
or give rise to the Christian Seve A it signs is illuminating.The octave
Spirits before th&hrone, the Hebrew expression of the personal ego—the
seven-branched candlestick, the Hindu Seveinans-personal ego—is comprised of:
Rishis, theParsi SeverAmeshaspentas, and the 1. Pluto §) is Mars exponentially engized, as
MohammedarSevenArchangels.These planets gunpowder contrasts with a plutonium bomb, i
vibrationally (not gratuitously as a quaintthe interior warriorid-based, chthonic, volcanic
archaism) baptise the seven days of the weekV/ulcan/Hephaestus), criminal in the literal sense
Sunday—Sun's day; Mondakundi in French, of common parlance "underworld." Pluto alsq
from Latin luna Tuesday—YVr, Norse Mars; indicates the Christlike power to liberate from
Mardi in French; Wed-nesday—\Wtan, Norse Hell, to subdue the earth and the human corg
Mercury, Mercredi in French; Thursday—Thar darkest potencies.
Norse JupiterJeudi in French, Zeus in Greek; 2. Neptunes (V) domain includes demonic
Friday—Freia, Nors&enus,\endredi in French; possession and black magic, mass deception gnd
*The authors ofthe King Within, Robert L. Moore and Douglas Gillgtero- lpsychopharmacologic addiction on the shadoWw

pose that these four archetypes, when fully integrated, constitute the mature .. . . . .. .
human ego. Lacking in this book is any consideration of the spiritual dimensioslde and Divine |nsp|rat|on, visionary experience

» Saturday—Saturn's dayrhe King-
Magician-Warrior-Lover* quaternary
has it planetary analogue in Jupiter
Saturn-Mars-¥nus, whose very
notations are inversiongolarities)
of each other

More instructive yet, these signs
are compounded from the trinitarian
symbols that designate the other thre
cosmic bodies: Sun(), Spirit;

Involving
Ego

D

Ego
Evolving

Personal

Personal

14
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and translation to spiritual dime (King) dynamic and dramatic. Seen in this

sions, with the positive integrati JupiterZeus light, we may appreciate Dane
of the Neptunian engies. 2 Rudhyar's characterization of peopl¢
3. Uranus H) is Venusian lov as planets, constellated syntheses of
electrified, transformed to an alt septenary engres, oganized to the
ism whose impersonal . keynote of a principal
ideals may sanction Mars- . Venus- planetary vibration.
bloody revolution in the e, & T =2 (P Greek myth personifies
name of fraternity and Mkn planetary engies in
freedom.The uranian inmpulse uges their multiform (domi
a universal good will: eacls his nant and deviant) aspects. Saden
brother's (any brother's) keeper could conclude his memoriam to
Mercury denotes the rational it R Freud: "Sad is Eros, builder of cities,

Saturn-Chronus : : o
lect as one of the septenary ax Senant-Senator And weeping anarchi@phrodite.

typal enegies. But Mercury as tt So the Sun as Phaeton, Helios
human Ego evolves from clod to Gddhm lead  Sisyphus, oApollo evinces shadow elements of
en (Saturnian) ignorande golden (Solar) wis its constituent polarities, or blazes forth pure and
dom.As Hermeneut, Mercury inf’ plenipotent. In astrological terms, a
ates cosnciousness into théhothic, planet is strongest when in the sign
Hermetic, Gnostic, Promethea of its dignity or rulership (kingship),
(meaning  “"forethought”) ar as distinguished from the sign of its
Luciferic (light-bearing) compre rise, fall or nadirwhich is equivalent
hensions. Mercury as Ego repres: to the sun in equinoctial or winter
the fixing and fusion of all the pla solstice positions, from which van
etary attributes and ergges. | tages its influence is weakened o
domesticates the wild domain of .4, subject to distortion.
whose shades are enabled to enter "the bright cir Astrology also is a science of angles (angel$)
cle of his recognition” (Auder’ memorable and the triangulation of equilateral triangles
phrase in his poem "In Memory of Sigmunddescribes the trine position which results in a hay
Freud"). Mercury is the agent, promoter andprinmonious flow of engy between elemental
ciple of dialectic transformationAs puerile, (earth, airfire, water) triplicities ( modes of ener
sophomoric mind, Mercury is prankster thief,gy distribution--cardinal, fixed, mutable)lhe
jokester As mercurial and elusive as quicksilyer horoscopic mandala depicts an individual's spir
the mutability of thinking may be personified astual or egoic center generating a circle of beunc
Proteus. In his/her mature aspect, Mercury patess consciousness. In individual development,
takes of Jupiter's hieratic, sacerdotal nature arakial self-preoccupation, the personal self of eagh
mermges with the wisdom (sophia) of the Holyego's earth turning on its self-involving axis, i
Spirit (Neptune, Mercury's octave). displaced by or transcended to an orbital-co
Mercury is the messenger (angel) of the Godsciousness, in which the transpersonal life-givin
(planets) and their message (gospel), as Christ&un (Self) is the focus of one's activity
the Logos incarnate. Mercury presides at the Concentricity relationship to a vital centds a
hierosgamos, as oficiant, and as the holy pair are richly suggestive and dynamicgamizing princi
wholly paired, Sun and Moon in Earth are joinedgle for mapping human occult anatomy and its
in an alchemical wedding. Such is Mercury-Egodevelopment through cyclic transformations.
the philosopher's stone, mystagogue, the showerThe lunar satellite is solar mediator (associatgd
and the shown. Here then is a sevenfold ggner with the Hebrew's lunar Gotahweh), the Earth's
whose pattern is posited in the very cosmogrivate Mercuryarchetypal Mothemroly Spirit
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(which internalized becomes t
Comforter the Spirit of Truth), step
down transformer of radiant cosr
enegies, archetypalArachne whe
weaves from a spool of seven ple
tary rays the fabric ohuman con
sciousness. Centricityas map an
metaphorembraces the family of me

It is less susceptiblo the readings of stasis andour participation in an ecospheric dance, in whic
solipsism evoked by Shelley in the cyclopearwe become servers, bearers and distributors of t
to personal

monuments erected
immortality, now but a pile of rubble

My nameis Ozymandias, king of kings

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and
despair!...

Nothing beside remains. Round the
decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless
and bare,

The lone and level sands stretch far
away.

The Newtonian universe and its Euclidearthe King may be Ulysss in rags. He become
spaces no longer adequately describe a realidemocratized in denim or drab. He may abdicate
whose matter the new physics is at pains to sharpllje accoutrements of royaltput not the King's

humanity) and self-serving, turning in
on ourselves, we jump orbits (quan
tum leaping) in consciousness, like
enegetic electrons. Our giddy joy in
simply spinning, as a child delights in
chasing the tails of its personal plea
sures, gives way to a er, solemn
and ultimately glorious awareness of

Generic
Trinity
(All Polarities)

O] D)

light received by our nuclear person,

Solomons Seal - Seven Seals stapned down from Deityo be radi
Vik

oA N>
KX
) \/ ?

)

solar seedWVe each become sowers of
the Logos, being each a syllable of the
CosmicWord.

As enlightened Serversy), we do
not hide our light under a Saturnian
bushel or retract to the dark fortress o
punitive law The King is in our histo
ry, part of our resume and a primary
personna in our human theat&ut

ated abroad as a dissemination of

S

distinguish from the God/Vhose center is every calling to be generous, benevolent, consistently
where andWwhose circumference is nowherss just and favminded, world responsible. Hisfuke
we individually convert from axial to orbital per is subsumed by and dedicated to a higher calling,
sons, we become aware of ouglar function and enlisting Mercury as pathfinder and Christ as thp
opportunity Path and the Goal. U
From being the served (as children and as infant —C.W.
Peace
My Soul, there is a country Did in pure love descend,
Afar beyond the stars, : To die here for thy sake.
Where stands a winged sentry If thou canst get but thither
All skillful in the wars; There grows the flow’r of peace,
There, above noise and danger The rose that cannot wither
Sweet Peace sits, crown’d with sm, Thy fortress, and thy ease.
And One born in a manger ' Leave then thy foolish ranges,
Commands the beauteous files. For none can thee secure,
He is thy gracious friend But One, who never changes,
And (O my Soul awake!) Thy God, thy life, thy cure.
—HenryVaughan
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ASTROLOGY

Astrology In History

'/ JO S1S8lid-18Wouolsy

EGYPT

HE OLDEST CIVILIZATION

in the West, Egypt

devoted a tremendo

amount of its engy to

the study of the starsVe
say purposely "the study of the sta
because in those days astronomy 1
astrology were not separate and divia
as they unfortunately are today

| ally does stand not only exactly in
the center of Egypt and directly gn
the borderline between upper ahd
| lower Egypt, but also in the exatt
center of all the land surface of the
whole Earth.This is proven by thé&
meridian and horizon circles dividirf;q
the globe into four equal sections, each
of which contain the same amount of
land. A careful study of the stars would
The Egyptians, through their study of t have revealed this information to the
Dog Star Sothes, came exceedingly ancient Egyptians.
close to the actual time it takes tIThe pyramids have been \Wwhen the famous French
Earth to revolve around the Sucaledroraclesinstone” goonyqi0gist J.B. Champollion, stud
Another marvel of ancient Egypt is the Pyramidsed the tomb of Ramses Il, who is said to hav
of Gizeh.The connection between the Pyramid ofived from 1292 to 1225 B.C., he found massive
Gizeh and astrology is considerable. circles of wrought gold indicating the times of the
Each side of the pyramid measures 9131.5-inchising and setting of the starEhat resembles an
es at the base; thus the sum of the four sides iisdispensable tool astrologers still use tqday
36,526 inches. Nowallowing 100 inches for each called theAscendant FinderOne might expect
day of the yearthis gives us 365 1/4 days in thethat, after Egypt's collapse in 525 B.C., she might
year including even the quarter day we save up fanave turned her back on astrolpdpyt such was
leap year every four yearShe length of each not the caseWhen the city ofAlexandria once
diagonal of the base is 12,934 inches. Hence, theore became a center of scholarship, after the
sum of both diagonals is 25,868 inches, or one inateath of her founderastrology continued to be
for each year of the Gre¥forld Year or Sidereal studied avidly In fact, the so-calledlexandrian
Year, or the time it takes for all the heavenly bod school produced one of the greatest astrologers |of
ies connected with our solar system to be back atl time, Claudius Ptolemis book,Tetrabiblios
their starting placeThe pyramid's height is 5,819 is still highly esteemed among astrologers today
inches. Multiplied by a thousand million inches,We have no doubt that had the fam@ilesxandria
this equals 91,840,000 miles — the number okibrary not been destroyed in 6A0D., we would
miles the Earth is from the Sun. have even more evidence than we do that astrolo
In Isaiah 19:19, this pyramid is referred to as thgy flourished for long ages on the banks of th
altar in the midst of the land of Egypind it actd  Nile.

D
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THE GREEKS Thales' friendAnaximander forecast the eafth
There is probably no branch of learning studiedjuake which caused the downfall of Lacedaemor.
by modern man which the ancient Greeks did not When we speak of the great Greek astrologers,
influence in some waystrology is no exception. and we've only mentioned a fewe should
It appears in connection with practically all theinclude the work done in the medical school of
sages whose work added to the glory that waSos.There, under the guidance of Berosus, doctofs
Greece. Hippocrates, the famous physician whand astrologers studied prenatal astralobyis
lent his name to the oath medical practitioners stilbranch of astrology investigates prenatal iflu
take today said, "The man who does not underences on a person's health.
stand astrology is to be called a fool." Hippocrates THE ROMANS
introduced the expression still used in the healinth about 1830, onéhomas Dick wrotd he Impove-
art — "critical days." Hippocrates, howeyeould ment of Society by the Diffusion of Knowledge
and did predict the critical days of a patient aheal he stated that many Roman emperors had fo
of time; his predictions were based on the movassue numerous edicts against astrologers becalise
ments of the planets. He is also known for othethe citizenry always protected their astrologers.
predictionsAt one time he foretold the outbreak of Therefore the edicts could not be carried out arnd
a great plague and sent his medical students had to be repealed@his author was strongly against
combat it. Their combined dbrts were credited astrology We wonder whether he ever stopped t
with saving so many lives that the Greeks declarecbnsider whyif astrologers really were the frauds
Hippocrates worthy of receiving special honors. and criminals that he called them, the Romans
Another famous Greek scholar was Pythagorasyould have protected such nefarious characters.
the mathematician. He became the founder of a The fact is that many Roman emperors anﬂ
school of thought called Pythagorianisifhat rulers had their own astrologers, though they di
school became more and more devoted to astroloot always heed their couns®le're all familiar
gy as time passed. Practically all the leadingvith the story of how Julius Caesar was murdergd
Pythagoreans, as also most of the leading Stoiasn the Ides of March in 44 B.C. Not so well knowr
became astrologers. is the account of howestritius Spurinna, his per
The playwrightAeschylus, although not using sonal astrologeitried to warn him against setting
astrological terms in his plays, did weave astrologfoot in the Roman Senate on that day
ical philosophy into them. His fellow author We also know that a bloody civil war followed
Euripides, tells us that his contemporarippo, Caesar's death, one of the victims of which was the
predicted the future from the "rising of the stars."famous oratqr Cicero. After Cicero's death,
In 640 B.C., the ports of Greece were all throwrArellius Fuscus became the most renowned oratpr
open to Egyptian vessels and astro]agfycourse, in Rome. In one of his speeches, he admonished
was one of the main exports of the land of the Niléhis hearers, "Let us lift up our minds by means qf
Interestingly enough, that very same year- witastrology which reveals to us the future.”
nessed the birth dthales, one of the famous band Indeed, the Roman astrologers were expert at
of Milesian philosopher#ccording to the Roman this. One of them, Cornelius Felix Sulla, predicted
writer Senecal hales grew rich on olives. He foresawfrom the chart of Caligula that the latter would
through astrology that one year the olive crop woultéecome emperor—and he did.
fail, but that the next year it would be plenteous. The EmperoAntoninus Pius, together with his
So, during the depression which came just as he prieoops, was surrounded by a horde of barbariars.
dicted,he bought up all the olive presses, so thadne morning the enemy began to ascend the Hill
afterwards he alone had any with which to make oibn which the Romans were, and destructiop
Thales also predicted the total eclipse of the Suseemed imminent. So a certain astrolpgelianus
in 609 B.C. and that it would bring an end to theahe Chaldean, requested an audience with the
war between the Medes and thgllans—as it did. emperorHe uged him to hold out till noon, when

N4

RAYS 04



deliverance was sure to come, as it didl.the His Power bounded, greater is in might,
appointed time the sky darkened, there were VG Than if let loose, 'twere wholly infinite.
leys of thunder and a fury of hailstones; the-bal He could have made an endless sea by this,
barians fled, and the Romans were saved. But then it had not been a sea of bliss.

The Roman astrologers also foretold the exar pid waters from the centre to the skies
time of death of the emperor Domitian. Domitiar - Ascend, ‘twould drown whatever else we prize.
had banished them all for fear that, if they saw hi The ocean bounded in a finite shore,
horoscope, they would publicize his heinous €ha |5 petter far because it is no more.
acter So, from their exile, they notified Domitian  Ng use nor glory would in that be seen,
that when the Moon reached a certain degree Hig power made it endless in esteem.
Aquarius, death would come to hilks a result, Had not the Sun been bounded in its sphere,
Domitian retired to his chambers, intending to sta pjq all the world in one fair flame appear
there secluded until the Moon was past the fati  and were that flame a real Infinite

degree. Shortly thereaftene Stephanus knocked Twould yield no profit, splendonor delight.

at the emperor's daoHe assured him that the |5 corps confined, and beams extended be
Moon had moved on. Domitian believed him ant Effects ofWisdom in the Deity

opened the dooBut, alas, Stephanus had lied, ant  gne star made infinite would all exclude,
stabbed him at the exact moment when the Moc  Ap earth made infinite could ne'er be viewed:

was in the fateful position. But one being fashioned for the other's sake,
THEAZTECS He, bounding all, did all most useful make

Quetzicoatl, Nezahualpilli, and Montezuma and which is best, in profit and delight,
were the outstanding leaders of the andlemécs, Tho' not in bulk, they all are infinite.

as well as renowned astrologers. Standard -refe —ThomasTraherne
ence works, such as Prescottisstory of the
Conquest of Mexicandicate that the study of the eign conquest many years in advance, as historigns
stars was an accepted parfafec culture. In fact, such as Lord Kingsborough iAntiquities of
the instant a child was born, an astrologer wallexico and Geage Bancroft inHistory of the
summoned to delineate its life tendencies. Pacific States of NortAmericahave pointed out.
Torquemada, the Spanish conquemorhis see  Many Spanish historians have corroborated thejr
ond book ofThe Indian Monashy, wrote of a local testimony The record indicates that in 1507 an
Indian ruler: "They say he was a great astrologeeclipse was followed by the appearance of an-awg
and prided himself on his knowledge of thesome comet a few years lat&€he description of
motions of the celestial bodies; and being attachettlis comet also fits that of another mysterioug
to this studythat he caused inquiries to be madeomet which hovered over Jerusalem before that
throughout the entire of his dominions, for all sucteity was destroyed by the Romans in AD. It
persons as were at all conversant with it, whom ha!lso was similar to the comet seen over Europe
brought to his court, and imparted to them whatewbefore theTurkish incursions of the 16th century
er he knew; and ascending by night on the terracéichen, indeed, in 1516, the Spanish under Cort¢z
roof of his palace, he thence considered the stateok Mexico.Where did these Indians learn about
and disputed with them on all fidult questions astrology?We might also ask why many of the
concerned with them.When the famous ruins of Mexico bear such striking resemblance tp
Montezuma ascended the throne, an astrologérose of ancient Egypt. In Egypt, too, astrolog
congratulated his people on the election of a kindias an integral part of civilization. It appears very
of ruler whose deep knowledge of heavenly thingkkely that both civilizations had a common origin,
insured to his subjects his comprehension of thosghich was the continent dftlantis—the real cra
of an earthly nature." dle of astrology O
That is why theAztecs knew of impending fer —Paul Freiwirth
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ASTROLOGY

Relativity in Astrology

E HAVE HEARD much attitudes. Relative reaction is a big factor irf

about relativity a astrology because it is a big factor in

applied to astronom human nature.

but astrologers, tot An explosive produces greatesteet in

observe a certain phc the direction of greatest resistance. Uranus,
nomenon, a kind of relativity in the workings the "great awakengrsometimes plays the part
of progressed combinations. of an explosive in our #irs, and the havoc

Experience teaches the futility of trying to inter wrought is in proportion to the tenacity with which
pret the meaning of a direction in terms of itselfwe cling to the things of this Earth.
alone, for no two people react to life's influences in Fixity, rigidness, inertia, are the saturnian rock
exactly the same wayften we see that the very which Uranus powders to dust. Feitolerance,

Ul

direction which coincides with di€ulty and stupidity are the mountains of obstruction
hardship in one case (the shadow phas~ which Uranus disintegrates with his
the aspect) marks a time of opportur tremendous detonations. Of course, the
and gain in another instance. It is s¢ foregoing does not paint Saturn's ideal
therefore, that it rightly cannot be judg picture.A good Saturn in the makeup is &
as an independent influence, separate blessing which cannot be overvalued, angd
distinct from the rest of the chart. may well be a rock of refuge when the

A direction must be analyzed in relation w Neptune in one's makeup is misbehaving.
other factors. Hence the dictum that a progressiddometime, somewhere, howevevery Spirit must
must be analyzed in terms of the radical chart. Iexperience the liberating ministrations of Uranu
other words, the question remains: "How will thisin some measure, through the discipline of Saturr|'s
type of person react to the progressed asp&tt?” sorrow and thus lay a foundation for a still bette
human receiver of planetary influences will iater Saturn in a future life on Earth.
pret a planetary force in accordance with hisimen What does Uranus accomplish for the one whE

U7

tal, emotional, and physical makeup, and r- has exchanged the sublime faith of Neptun
two will play life's music in the same wa for the gloomy doubt of Saturn, the confi
For example, let us take Uranus, so- dent, hopeful gaze toward a shining future
erous with surprises, pleasant and ot for the backward look which crystallizes?
wise.The student learns that Uranus si¢ The elastic and fluidic Neptune blends-bet
fies sudden, unexpected events, raa. ter with Uranus than with Saturn, and ceop

changes, and reversal of direction in which u.c eration with the forward march of life obtains,
affairs of life are movingThese changes may beinstead of rebellion and resistance. Saturn typifigs
welcomed or deplored, but they come undethe past; Uranus, the present; Neptune, the futute.
Uranus aspects whether or no. Uranus is the plahen Uranus beckons, it were better to be looking

et of progress, but we receive higeoings with  toward the future than to the past. [
glee or miserydepending on our own natures and —S.B.
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RELIGION AND ART

St. Mary Magdalene
HIS PICTURE* is based on a late legend that#s =
I identifies Mary Magdalene with Mary of

Bethany When the persecution mentionedg
in Acts 8:1 arose, their enemies put Mavartha
and Lazarus in an open boat, without, cail, rud .
der or provisions, expecting that they would spee¢® °
ily perish. But a kindly Providence blew them the
whole length of the Mediterranean to Marseilles irj
FranceThey were rudely treated by the pagans &
first, but Mary preached to them with such won
drous efect that Christianity was securely planteo
among them and Lazarus became the first Bishd
of Marseilles. Mary thereupon retired to the
wilderness, where she did penance for thirty yearg
and though never seen by mortals was nourishg
by angels and visions. It happened that a holy her
wandered into the neighborhood of her cell just i

time tO see her SOUI Carried tO heaven by angels. Timoteo Viti. Oil on panel (c.1500s). Palazzo Ducale, Urbino.

The church of the Madeleine, erected to he St. Mary Magdalene

memory in Paris, is one of the finest shrines ithirty years was her home. Mary is clad in a lon
Europe and the most costly memorial to her in theobe, crimson in token of Jesus' statement that "she
world. Mary Magdalene is the type and patrorfioved much." Her hair is quite unbound—as thg
saint of the repentant sinnd®ictures like this of Magdalene's hair always is for no reason but tradi
Viti first became popular in the sixteenth centurytion and in this case it reaches to her feet benegth
and were at the height of favor in the seventeenther mantle. Her hands are closed in prayar
Mary is always distinguished from the other saintpose and the look upon her face speak of mediE

\\ 4

A\1”4

by her alabaster vase, symbol of her deed of lovéipn. She has an appearance almost of girlish-inn
though she may have also a book to show heence. It is hard to identify her with the passiona
devotion to contemplation, a crucifix as anMary of Scripture, or with the fiery preacher who
emblem of faith, a skull for mortality and a sogpeir converted the city of Marseilles. Surely her long
for penanceViti gives us the vase and the book.penance has accomplished more than the salvation
He pictures for us the cave in the rocks that foof her soul; it has transformed her very nature, pyt
* Commentary attending the pictures in this article are ~ OUt the fires of youth, extinguished desire itself
excerpted from the book by Albert Edward Bailey entitted  and left a pensive saint who waits in patience fg
The Gospel irArt, copyright in 1916. Itisnow out of print.  whatever visions of bliss God may vouchsafe he

=
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This is a conception of sainthood quite foreigrthe plucking out of an eye may fill the whole body

to our thinking but very much in vogue in the mid with light? Certainly we may hold these beliefs

dle age—as it is today in some parts of the worldndeed, we should hold them. But it will do no

Asceticism has always had its votariéhe great good to snufout hell unless we strenuously win

Indian epics that date a thousand years befoteeaven. No atonement for sin was ever made by

Christ show us forests filled with hermits, who byself-flagellation, but rather by trying to live the
their austerities were able to work miracles anchrist-life. Self-sacrifice for its own sake is sui

even to control the god3he Jews of our Lord's cide, but losing one's life for Christ's sake and the

time had their sect of the Essenes in the region gbspel's is finding it.

the Dead Sea. The nobly ascetic life is not necessarily a life o
Asceticism became a passion in the earlprivations, but rather a life surclgad with posi

Christian centuries, so that the desertfclibf tive interests. Given the dominance of an imper

Judea were honey-combed with caves by the tewsis ideal, all the lusts of the flesh and the pride ¢f

of thousands, and thEhebaid in Egypt reckoned life will shrivel and die. Christ never denied him

its hermits by the hundred thousand. Sometimeself—he was too busy; and the modern Christign

the austerities took unbelievable forms—as whenan do no better than follow his Lordle must
St. Simeon Stylites lived for thirty-seven years ortherefore look upoWiti's picture as an allegorgr

the top of a pillar a yard square, his neck loadedt best a half-truth that needs to be subsumed ir

with an iron chain, his lips moving in continual larger vision.
prayer his body wasted with continual fastifthe

fame of his sanctity brought crowds to see him The Tribute Money
from the ends of the earth and made many con(Matt. 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26)
verts. his picture is a charactstudy Two types are

The history of sainthood throughout the middle I in close opposition: the wise Masteacher
age is filled with similar examples. Such a life wasand the cunning Pharisee, amdian has taken
thought to atone for the sins of the past; and privgpains to emphasize the contrast in all possib
tions and bodily stdérings were meritorious in the ways. Christ's tunic is of rich red cloth of loose
sight of God and often brought a direct vision otexture and his outer mantle of fine blue broad
Him. It is no wonder that the logic of such beliefscloth, while the other's clothes are rough an

should lead Mary to an anchorite's céls her coarseThe general form of the Pharisee is burly—

body had been the home of seven demons, sp ndws face is tanned with weathéis arms are mus
purified by self-mortification, it should be the cular and bronzed, his hand gnarled, his hair clos

abode of angel#\s she had sinned beyond otherscropped. Christ is delicately modelled, with cleaf

in the days of her youth, so beyond others shoulcomplexion, with hands that are full of nerve ang

her declining years bear witness to the genuinenegsace, and with rich hair and beard—though this

of her repentancelhere is both logic and poetic feature is lost in reproductiomhe moment chosen

justice here. Granted only the views of life that thdoy the artist is when Christ asks "Whose is th

middle age held and we could think of Mary in nomage and superscription?" for this moment bette

other terms. than any other brings to high light the characters
But has this picture any message for us?—for uke two men.

pampered children of the steam-heated house, theStudy the Pharisee first. He has g sharp face,

full table and the upholstered church? for us whthe face of one whose intellect is keen but whos

f
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are so tolerant of other men's beliefs and sins thatorals are perverted. He has not brought this pe
we have sndéd out hell and given the sinner aplexing question to Christ because he wants lig

=

t,

college education? Do we believe that sin is deadut because he wants to entrap him. He knows pér

ly and must be atoned for by somebodyfat the fectly well that paying taxes is a sore point with al
love that cannot immolate itself is worthle§3tat  Jews, since it is an acknowledgment of their poli
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you are slaves/ou are Caesar's alreadly property
and personA denarius more or less counts for
nothing. The vital question is, Do you render to
God the things that are God's?"

With such consummate skill he thrusts aside the
casuistries of politics and holds before these hypg-
crites the burning question of Religichnd in so
doing he is following out consistently the princi
ples established long ago in télderness temp
tation: he will have nothing to do with politics; he
will propound no theory of State; his business is t
rebuke sin and lead men to Gddhat business he
will prosecute without rest and without equiveca
tion till his enemies silence his voice forever
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his right-
eousness” is thus the first and the last message| of
the Messiah to his people.

The Footwashing

(Luke 22:24-30; John 13:1-20)
he early church understood that the act of foog
washing was obligatory upon Christians, likg
the celebration of the Eucharist. Just when the rife
fell into disuse is not cleaAugustine says that it
Titian, Oil on panel, 1516, Geméldegalerie Alte Meister, Dresden was observed on Maund-)hur'Sday by the church
The Tribute Money of his day; St. Bernard recommends it as a "daily
sacrament for the remission of sins." It is stil
ical subjection, and if Jesus advises the paying sometimes performed, as by the Pope and the
taxes, the mob can easily be inflamed against hiremperors oAustria and RussigAnd at the Greek
He knows too that if Jesus says it is not lawful tdcaster every year at Jerusalem, the Patriarch, in the
give tribute to Caesarthe next move of the presence of a huge concourse of people, mount$ a
Pharisees will be to denounce him to the Romastand erected for the purpose in front of the Churgh
authorities as a seditious demagogue. He is goirgg the Holy Sepulchre, and washes the feet of
to impale Jesus on one horn or the other of thisvelve carefully selected and previously bathef
dilemma, and there is no escaflthis comes out beggarsThe performance is a travesty on the -orig
in the face of this fox—in the sharpness of the nos@al act, but it serves to show that at least one pg
the " blufing wrinkles " on the forehead, the readytion of the Christian church recognizes the impor
mouth, the insistent attitude that would hustldance of Christ's lesson of humility and service.
Jesus into an answer before he has time to thinkSince theWestern Church never accepted the a¢
But Jesus is not to be hustled or fédf His face as a sacrament, art hasgilly passed the incident
retains its serene and noble look; it turns fulby; its grand lesson has been lost as far as the
toward the inquisitqrthough his body turns not an painters are concerned.
inch—which is a gesture of disdaiwithout the Brown has given us the most helpful representa
quaver of an eyelid his eye returns the ferret-lookjon of the sceneThe picture shows only nine of
and the wise spirit fathoms at a glance all the guilthe disciples, and they are sitting in various- att
that prompts both the flattery and the question. tudes of absorbed attentiofhe face of John, at

"Whose image?—Caesar'shis heathen coin the right, indicates a breathless inter@stward
that you carry about on your persons is proof thahe left is one who clutches his head in both his

O

-
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Christ with absolute literalness. Jesus is here doifpg
the work of a slave, and he looks the part. He has
laid aside his outer mantle that lends such dignity
to the human figure; he has girded himself with
towel, and with it he wipes Peter's foot, holding i
over a copper basin that in the original is the most
beautiful piece of color in the whole picture.
Christ's head, like Peter's, has sunk upon his bregst.
But a spirit emanates from him that contrast
mightily with Peter's. Peter exemplifies suppressgd
pride, Christ is incarnate humility

Jesus owned the rightfulness of the term
“Master” and “Lord,” which the disciples had
given him, but he knew that he was most notabl
their master in his contempt for personal dignit
: Dignity Jesus had in superb measure, but the di
JesusWashing Petels Feet nity came from the pro-found moral principle h

hands, as if it were utterly impossible to compreWas embodying; it had nothing to do with an
hend an act so strange. Judas, at the end of tfgmparative scale of desert, as between himself
table, red-haired as tradition represents, is puttin@noI h'S_ fellows)l(let _hIS dlscueles ha_d carrl_ed their

on his sandals again after washing. His look woultfalousies over “chief seats” even into this solemn
indicate that Satan is "entering into him"; he willhour and place, and only this striking act-parabl

uncomfortable. garb and the spirit of a servant to teach that servige
Peter is the center of interegthen Jesus began IS better than “place”; naghat if one have not truly
to perform this menial act, Peter's indignatiorfn® SPirit of service, he has no part nor lot with
flared up, as his vehement words shdWhou ChrlstlansAII_of this is summeq up in the attitude
shalt never wash my feet!" But when Jesus brieflroWn has given to Jesus. It is his sermon on the
explained that Peter could have no part with him ifext, "The Son of Man came not to be ministeref
he had not the humility to let his Master's will beUnto but to ministerand to give his life a ransom
supreme, Peter's vehemence flew to the other pof® many”
"Not my feet only but my hands and my head!" Temptation in the Wilder ness
indicates that nothing should stand in the way (Matt. 4:1-1; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13)
when it came to his being reckoned among Christ'p s it not a marvellous thing that a painter with 3
friends. few dabs of pigment can produce an emaotion
This moment of the collapse of Peter's pride igffect like this? Here is the whole mystery of th
the one Brown has indicated. Peter does not undefemptation, not explained but portrayed; and that
stand the meaning of the act yet; he only knowmystery lies behind those eyes that look not at yo|,
that it is his Master's will, and he accepts it; at thand not through you, but past you to infinit
same time, he venerates the one whose characteals/sses, while the mind within is weighing, pon
so incomprehensible and loftysee the folded dering, seeking principles, testing conclusions.
hands, the head sunk on the breast, and yet the épas great soul is not afraid—he only longs to fin
still burning and intensely fixed—as if the fire his duty; he is not struggling with a divided self
within were hot, though the will had submitted.trying to bring the lusts of the flesh and the prid
True to the creed of Sincerjtywvhich he shared of life under the control of his spirit. He has bee
with the Pre-Raphaelites, Brown has paintedor years wholly committed to the performance o

Ford Maddox Brown, oil on canvas, 1852—6. Tate Gallery, London
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forever They are these: | am the Messiah and my
work is to establish the Kingdom of God; | will
never use my Messianic power for my own gratifi
cation; | will never make a spectacle of myself t¢
gain popularity; I will never rule, but only love and
help and teach. One has only to think what would
have happened to the character of Jesus and to the
history of the world had he transgressed one of
these principles, to realize that the sublimest issuges
were involved in this wilderness struggle.

How does Satan come into this experiencg?
Cornicelius has put him into this picture for ouf
benefit, so that we may connect this experienge
with the scripture accounthe tempter's form is a
dim background, his face subtly suggestive of evil,
and the crown a reminder of the last great strugg
of the MasterHe is, in fact, the thought of Jesu
objectified for us, as if Christ's eyes were lensgs
through which we could see all the phantasmag
ria of evil that is passing before his consciousness.
Georg Cornicelius (1825-1898), oil on canvas, 1888, Berlin National Gallery Jesus does nOt see the deV”, he feels mhe

Christ Tempted by Satan devil is an experience.

But the important question remains: did Jesus
aths of action that used to run so clearly from dutthink of him as an experience, or as an externgl
to duty have been obliterated, as by s@®iemic reality? Probably the lattein a sense this struggle
convulsion; and his naked self stands alamethe had an external origin, for the problems of th
highest pinnacle of earth, with a vast coatit of Messiahship were thrust upon him. In anothgr
problem and of opportunity stretching belthwn, sense also it was external, though spiritual, fqr
the infinite spaces overhead, and God within.  Jesus like ourselves was an ethical dualism;-wit

The intensity of the struggle is indicated here irn him was a higher self with which he felt himsel
subtle ways: his eyes (in the original) are red witltompletely identified, and a lower self that fro
lack of sleep, his hair has been blown into disordethildhood he had suppressed so completely that he
by the wind—for days he has not thought of hidad lost sight of it. How otherwise could he be i
personal appearance; his chin rests upon his righhy sense humaf® his consciousness, this selic
hand, as so often happens when one is thinkingation of his lower self appeared to come fro
but his other hand has gripped the wriBhis outside his personality; and explaining his struggl
muscu-lar tension is a pure reflex from the tensityn the imagery of his day he called it Satan. But d
within. not fail to observe that whether we use the myth

And the problem? It was whether to trust, with logical language of the first century or the psych
out further proofs, the new revelation that came ttogical language of the twentieth, the truths are the
him at his baptism. If thou art the Messiah, provesame: temptation is a realitgnd it is inward;
it on these stones. If thou art the Messiah, let all th@elding to temptation is sin, the choice of th
people see it after the pattern of their expectationkbwer alternative; sin works death to our spiritu
Since thou art the Messiah—rule! It took Jesusife, and that " second death " is terrible. Jesys
forty days to think himself clear of the entangle taught these eternal truths with all the intensity @
ments involved in these suggestions; but hé&ull conviction. "Yea, fear him who hath power to
emepged with his future principles of action settledcast both soul and body into Hell.” O

—
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NEWS

Visionary Dogs

HN CARON's DOG Jake is a kind of canine para and enayy fields of their prospective epileptic own
Eedic. He will both warn his mastdsy yelps ers, and thus to save them from physical harm, as
nd fixed stares, of an impending epilepticwell as to provide comfort and reassurance.
seizure and dive under Caron's body to break the Last yearDr. Andrew Edneya British veterinari
impact of his fall. Caron calls his two dogs (the othean, published a survey ifhe \Veterinary Record
is namedribear) "my sanity Nor is he alone. Seattle based on responses to a questionnaire that had been
veterinarian Elizabeth Rudy has a seizure-alert do@yinted in an epilepsy newsletter in England. Of th
Raisen, who barks one or two minutes before her fré&1 readers who replied, 37 claimed to have dogs that
guent seizures, permitting Rudy to "get safe.” Prioresponded during their seizures, 21 of them befofe
to this animal alert, Rudy had plunged down stairghe fact, by barking, whining, howling, going for
crashed through a plate glass wind@evering an help, licking their owner's faces, or pushing them
artery and toppled onto a hot stove, burning her arndown and lying beside thenthere were no false
Barbara Bolling's husband believes she is alive todaglarms.We are reminded that the intelligence of-ani
because her 90-pound dogppy, jumped into her mals comes from their group spirit. "The trained
lap as she sat behind the wheel of herexagine run  clairvoyant, when functioning in the Desivgorld,
ning, blocking her view and refusing to move.can communicate with these [group] spirits of the
Consequently Barbara's grand mal seizure tookanimal species and finds them much more intelligent
place in a parking lot and not while driving in fraf  than a lage percentage of human beings. He can sg¢e
What's going on here? Evidently some dogs arthe marvelous insight they display in marshaling thp
capable of sensing the bio-electrical and subtle auranimals, which are their physical bodies....[He see§]
changes that take place in their owner'sgnéelds wisdom, wisdom everywhere! So grand, so great that
prior to the onset of a seizure. Max Heindel inform®ne who looks with an observant eye is filled with
us that epilepsy involves a faulty connection or-misamazement and reverenc€bémo, p. 79).
alignment between the desire body and vital body Certainly this group spirit wisdom is in evidence
(Q&AII, 121), particularly décting the musculature. on the material plane in the remarkable conduct ¢f
Apparently the transfer of impulse, manifested apre-seizure-sensitive dogehough no hard and fast
nerve endgy, from the desire body to the vital body scientific "proof' is yet available to confirm the
is inhibited, causing a buildup of force similar to theclaims made by dog owners of epileptics, the studept
gathering of electrical potential prior to the breakingof WesternWisdomTeachings does not have reaso
of a storm, whose generation of lightning can beéo doubt the authenticity of the reports and of at leapt
compared to the violent release of gyecharacter some dogs' ability to see into the etheric and even
istic of epileptic seizures. desire worlds and to respond in a wonderfully prad
We understand that because the vital and desitieal manner protective of their masters. If readers of
bodies of horses, dogs, cats and other domesticatéds article (a) have epilepsy and (b) a dog or cat
animals are not entirely within their dense bodiesiegardless if the dog and/or cat has ever alerted, ypu
especially in the head area, they can sense the desinay assist in the Epilepsy Institute's Seizure-Alert
world. And they are sensitive to the appearance dbogAdvisory Committee's scientific study by send
ghosts, which are the vital bodies (chemical and lifeng a self-addressed, stamped envelopeThe
ethers) of the recently departégbémo, p. 77). Dogs Epilepsy Institute, 257 Pafkvenue South, Nework,
that show an aptitude for this specific supraphysicallyY 10010 Attention: Dr Peter Borchet question
perception are being trained to moniter the behaviaraire will be mailed to you. O

D
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MYSTIC

LIGHT

Blavatsky and The Secret Doctrine

CHAPTER I

ME time after Madamf

lavatsky* arrived a¥Vurz-

urg she was joined by t

ountes®Vachmeisterwho

oyally and lovingly helped

in the great workThe number of visitorS

caused. P B. in a letter to a friend to writ8

that the city was becoming a philosophiCa
Medina. Continuing, she wrote:

I am only in the middle of Part One, but shall in

a month send you the first six sections. | takehow send them tddyar? Suppose theyetost! |

fromlsis [Blavatskys first book] only facts, leav

ing out everything in the shape of dissertations,

attacks on Christianity and Science—in short, all
the useless stuff, and all that has lost its ieser
Only myths, symbols and dogmas, explaineah fr
the esoteric point of viewt is actually and de
facto a new work enety. Cycles ag explained
from the occult side.

Her insight into problems of philosophsacial

origins, fundamental bases of religions, and key

to old symbols was phenomenal; yet it was not th
result of study for never was a student more

eccentric and restless. Of trained literary faculty

Part |1

sentences were inordinately long.
Like Shakespearand other genius

es, she would take material wherg
she found it, and work it into the
mosaic upon which she put the
stamp of her own individualifyand

around which she wove the golden
web of her own high powers.
In one of her letters she announce
that the enormous volume of introductory
stanzas, the first chapter on #hreehaic Period and
Cosmogonywas ready‘But how,” she goes on,

do not emember one wdrof them and so we
would be cooked! 8l — [persors name] has
read them though twice and started the tdir
time. He has not found one part to be ected in

the English, and he says he is amazed at the
gigantic erudition and the soundness of it, show
ing the esotericism of the Bible and its incessant
parallels with the ¥das and Brahmanas. This is &
little more wonderful yet thaisis, that you cor
rected and Wier suggested. Now | am absolutely
S : . .

alone with my armchair and inkstand and ng
%ooks to speak of. In about four hours bter a
whole section and the imduction of a whole
Stanza (about forty pages) without any book

(2]

she had none. She wrote under inspiration
thoughts flashed through her brain like meteors
Scenes often painted themselves before her mentalCan we realize what that means? She was me
vision and died out when only half caught.ly writing what was transmitted to her clairaudi
Because of her excessive use of parentheses, mamyly, as Colonel Olcott and others had seen her (

around me. Simply listening—simply listening.

e_

* Born into an aristocratic Russian-German familelena
Petiovna Blavatsky was an occultist, philosoplagd author

who co-founded the Theosophical Society in 1875. Her vaghat never in one instance was she guilty of havin

knowledge waseceived clairaudientlynot gained firshand.

day by dayHerein lies the answer to the traducer
who have accused her of plagiarism. | am satisfig

@QU)
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consciously appropriated anothemritings. She apparent from her answer to the Countesgs
may, howevey have drawn them direct spirituglly tion as to how she could make mistakes in settirjg
or having received them secondhand from thalown what was given heBhe replied,
great store-house of human thought and mental
products, thékasha, where, as drops are get  \Well, you see, it is like this. | make what | can
in the ocean, personal begetters of thought are losinly describe as a sort of a vacuum in the air
in the infinite Mind, save to those most advancedbefore me and fix my sight and my will intently
intelligences who can count the sand grains or the@pon it, and soon scene after scene passesebefa
drops in the ocean and pick out the atoms in theime like the successive piasrof a diorama; or
vortices. if | need a efeence, as information dm some
About Decemberl886, Colonel Olcott received book, | fix my mind intentlyand the astral coun
the first volume ofThe Seat Doctrinefor revii  terpart of the book appears andin it | take
sion byT. Subba Row and himself, but MRow  what 1 need. The meipeectly my mind is &ed
refused to do more than read it, saying that if hédrom distraction, the mereasily | can do this,
touched it he would have to rewrite it, as it was full but after the annoying letter | had this morning, |
of mistakes.This was mere pique, but it had its could not concentrate pperly, and each time |
effect, for when his remark was reported to H. Ptried | got the quotation all vang. It is all right
B., she was greatly distressed. She set to workow howeverso Master says.
revising the manuscript carefullgorrecting many
errors due to slipshod literary methods, and with H. P B. often asked her friends in various part$
the help of friends, especially Bertram andof the world to verify quotations from books which
Archibald Keightley put the book into the shape incould be found in libraries where such friend$
which it was first published. resided.Thus, she would need verification of &
She was always eager to have her mistakgmssage from a book of which only one copy wds
pointed out, and was also ready to correct thenextant and that in the Library of thatican Again,
The errors occurred especially in such of her-writa friend in London would be asked to verify a quo
ings as were not dictated to her psychically by th&ation from some document possessed only by the
Master Frequently she would ruthlessly destroyBritish Museum. It should be noted, howewbat
faulty pages. Often at a word from the Master shehe needed only verificatioifhe subject matter
would consign to the flames reams of laboriouslghe already had.
prepared and copied manuscript, to the intense Madame Blavatsky stated that she was only the
grief of her friends. Counte$8achmeister related mouthpiece of the Masters—writing, speaking
that one day when she went into Madamend acting, as directed by theihis has been
Blavatskys writing room she found the floor ridiculed and she herself caracterized as a rogue
strewn with discarded manuscripb her question and an impostorThere are, howevercertain
about it, H. PB. replied, “}és, | have tried twelve incontrovertible facts to be taken into considera
times to write this one page correctly and eaction by those who wish to form a fair and unbiasefl
time Master says it is wrong! | think | shall go madopinion.When she wrot&he Seat Doctrine,she
writing it so often; but leave me alone; | will not had around her only a handful of ordinary books.
pause until | have conquered it, even if | have to gbrom such sources she could have obtained but |jt
on all night.” The Countess brought her a cup oftle to help herWe cannot in this way account for
coffee to refresh her and then left her to pursue héne extraordinary and prodigious knowledge mar
weary task. ifest inThe Seat Doctrine Most of the time dur
An hour later Madame Blavatsky called her andng which the work was written, she was hundreds
said the task had been accomplish€de labor of miles from any library of consequence. Had she
had been prodigious and the result small, as waeen able financially to travel from library to
often the case when she had been anndyad.is library she would have been physically unable t
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seek out the passages she is accused of having miaently spoke of her own lack of knowledge, and
giarised. She never said that she discovered theferred toThose who taught heFhis brings us to
knowledge she gave the world. Her contention wathe other part of the attacks made on Madame
that it came from the remote past, that it is in everlavatsky or rather on the Masters, the existenc
scripture and in every philosophy of whom is regarded as a myth.

The purpose ofThe Seat Doctrineis to quote The learning and abilitywhich she herself dis
from every scripture of every religion, from theclaims, is not challenged by her enemi€bkey
writings of every people, in order to show the idensometimes say that her knowledge is poorly digeg
tity of the teachings and prove the antiquity of theed, that she arranges her material badhat her
subject matteMhat is new in the book lies not in writings are mistyinvolved, self-contradictory
the nature of its facts or ideas, for these can beBut that she possessed an extraordinary fund jof
found scattered among the works of variouwaried knowledge bearing on out-of-the-way-top
Orientalists and in the numerous sacred bookiss and obscure philosophies is freely admitted. |f
which have long existedVhat is new is the selec she was a fraud, why was she such a fool as |to
tion by H. P B. from all sources of facts which invent imaginaryTeachers®hy should she make
together form a single mighty concept of the evothem the fathers of her knowledge, and so become
lution of the universe and of man—the coherena taget for abuse and slandevhile she might
synthesis of the whole cosmogo®he qualifies as have gained esteem, to say nothing of mpbgy
the greatestTeacher of the time because she hathe simple and easier course of taking the entife
real knowledge and not mere book learning. Sheredit herself ? Can anything more preposterous be
had that which enabled her to gather from manymagined than for a Russian woman of noble-fan
books in many places the truths which, fittedly, married to a high @tial, to go out into the
together made one great whole. She held the cluavorld on a wild goosechase after imaginary
which she was able to follow with unerring accu Teachers, and having acquired an immense mgss
racy through the maze, and show that each indof recondite knowledge at great cost andesufg,
vidual material held within itself the possibility of to throw away the credit of acquiring it, to ascribe
becoming the single edifice. it to nonexistent persons, to face slandeuse and

Her work is the more extraordinary because shealumny instead of utilizing it in the common way
did it without being a scholawithout having had to remain an exile from her own counttp be
the education which would have fitted her to som@oor and despised when she might have beén
extent for piecing together this knowledge;wealthy and honored? Looked at from any stand
because she did what none of the Orientalists hap®int consistent with reason, the only tenable-con
done with all their learning, what not all of themclusion is that H. PB. told the truth when she
together have done with all their knowledge ofaffirmed that her knowledge was received through
Eastern tongues and their study of Eastern literdahe Masters ofVisdom.
ture. Not one of them out of such a motley of mate A curious fact in connection with images of
rial was able to synthesize such a momentousooks as seen in the astral light is that the tekt
work. Not one of them out of that chaos was ablsometimes appears reversed, as if held beforg a
to build up a cosmos—but this Russian womamirror. With a little practice it becomes easy to
with little education did it. She who was no schol read words, as the context and general sense pre
ar and did not pretend to be one, somewhensent mistakes, but reading figures correctly i$
gained a knowledge that enabled her to do what moore dificult. Sometimes Madame Blavatsky for
one else, scholar or scoliast, has done. Somewheget to reverse them, causing much trouble ar{d
she received that which made it possible for her tannoyance to herself and others. For example, |if
transform chaos to order and to produce a worghe wrote to a friend asking him to verify a passage
which conveys to us an understanding of the unbn page 341 of a certain book, the answer might
verse and man. She said it was not hers. Skhe freome back that the passage could not be found
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there, or that there were not that many pages in theas necessary to draw peoglattention, and phe
book. Looking the matter up, it was invariablynomena did this mer effectually than anything
found in such cases that H. B had fogotten to else could have done.
reverse the numhe®o (to take the same instance) Granted, then, that phenomena were necess:
it should have been 143 instead of 3After a  at that time; the mischief lay in the fact that, onc
time, her correspondents discovered this, and thémtroduced, they were di€ult to get rid of when
easily corrected such mistakes themselves. they had served their purpog€l came eager to
Another noteworthy circumstance in connectiorhave their curiosity gratified, and if disappointed
with the writing ofThe Seat Doctrinewas that if went away in great wrath and indignation, ready t
Madame Blavatsky ever wanted definite informadenounce the whole thing as a fraud. So in her an
tion on any subject, it was sure to reach her irety for the welfare of the Societpoor H. P B.

some way either in a letter from a friend, in a continued the work, knowing that she was squar

newspaper or a magazine, or in the course of casutdring her vitality Thus, she almost literally gave
reading of booksThis happened with such fre her life blood for the good of theganization.
quency and appositeness that it could not be After the Society was fairly well established
explained on the basis of coinciden¥éhenever came the opportunity to have ease and comfort f
possible, she used normal means, so as not ttee rest of her days. Can we realize what th;
exhaust her powers. In the early days of the-soameant? Picture Madame Blavatsky in her dingy lit
ety, she had not been prudent in this, and afterwatte apartment with but one bedroom, which sh
she felt the déct. shared with the Countes#/achmeister In that
One day there came a temptation in thferodf  obscure old German town she was virtually a
a lage yearly salary if she would write for the exile among a foreign and unfamiliar people. Her
Russian newspapers. She might write on any subhe toiled at her desk twelve to fourteen hours
ject she chose, occultism included. Here was day, and was often in the most straitened cireun
promise of comfort and ease for the remainder aftancesThen came the tdr from the newspaper
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isfy all demands on her time. But she said, receive a salary that would place her far beyo
To write such a work as TH&ecret Doctringl  the pale of want—all for about two hours a day
must have all my thoughts in thatetition, to keep her time. Seemingly it would involve only a small
in touch with the cuent. It is difficult enough as it sacrifice of time; but H. .PB. knew better She
is, hampeed as | am with this sick and worn outknew that she could not write for newspapers ar
old body and it would be impossible to change thewrite The Seat Doctrinealso. Unflinchingly she
current back and forth @mThe Secret Doctrin®®  wrote the letter declining thefef, and thus added
newspaper writing. | have no longer the aneleft  another to the long list of sacrifices she had alreac
in me. Do much of it was exausted in performingaid on the altar of the Society and of humanity
phenomena. From Wurzbug, Madame Blavatsky went to

her daysTwo hours a day would be ample to-sat She could write about anything she pleased, aﬂ;d

When asked why she did these things when shelberfeld, where she stayed with Madame

must have known that she was wasting her streng@ebhard. Here it seems that little if any work wa
and it would have been much better if no phenondone onlThe Seat Doctrine owing to the fact that
ena had been connected with her work, shehe fell and sprained her ankle. Her kind friend
answered, nursed her tenderlybut recovery seemed to be
Because people wercontinually bothering me. slow. Her sister and niece were sent, fand with

It was always, “Oh, do materialize this,” or “Do them she went to Ostend, from which place sh
let me hear those astral bells” and so on, and themwrote to the Counted&/achmeister:

| did not like to disappoint people, so | acceded to Yes, | will try to settle once merat mySecret
their requests. Now | have to suffer for it, andDoctrinebut it is had. | am very weak. | feel so
moreovey at the time the Society was started, ipoorly and legless, as | never did when youewef
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there to cae for me. | feel | am ungrateful. But see Madame Blavatsky sitting up in bed, looking
then gratitude has ever been shown in ancient symalmly at her

bology to eside in peopls’heels, and having lost “Countess, come hereThe Countess obeyed,
my legs how can | be expected to have any?  asking: “What is the matteH. P B.?You look so

Later she wrote: different.” She replied,

My poor legs have parted company with my Yes. Master has been kerHe gave me my
body | am now as legless as any elemental can behoice—that | might die and bes#& if | would, or
and | do not know a soul in Ostend; not a solitarytive and finishThe Secret DoctrineHe told me
Russian hex but myself, who would rather be ahow geat would be my sufferings, and what a ter
Turk and go back to India, but | canfor | have rible time | would have beferme in England (for
neither legs noreputation, accating to the infa |1 am to go theg), but when | thought of those stu
mous chages of the S..RR. [Society for Psychical dents to whom | shall be permitted to teach a fepv
Reseach]. things and of the.TS., to which | have given my

Soon afterwards, the Counte¥gachmeister hearts blood aleady | accepted the sacrifice.
again joined H. FB. They had a number of visitors She then called for some breakfast and to the
from England, Germanwnd France, Ostend beingsurprise and joy of her friends, got up and wer
easy of access from these countries. Madameto the dining room, where later she received g
Blavatsky wrote steadilythough her health was lawyer and thémerican Consul, who had come to
very poor and she frequently fretted, as evidenceduperintend the making of her will. One may imag
by the following extract from one of her letters inine the change of expression which came over their
which she says, faces when, instead of coming into the presence pf

Because lies, hypocrisy and jesuitismign a dying woman, they found Madame Blavatsky sit
supeme in this world, and | am not and cannot being in her armchair seemingly in the best of
either theefore | seem doomed. Because | amdir health.Thus, once more the specter of death was
of life and the struggles with that Stone of Sisyphutrust away and H..B. had taken another lease or
and the eternal work of the Danaides, and | am ndtfe.
permitted to get out of this misery amdtrbecause  The next visitors were DiKeightley and Mr
| am one too many on this earth, | am doomed. Bertram Keightley of London, who bore gent

This state of mind was probably occasionednvitations to Madame Blavatsky to come tg
chiefly by the extremely poor health, which soornLondon. To this she finally consentedlhe
after came to a crisis when she was stricken witGountess left Ostend for Sweden, and shortly.H. P
kidney troubleThe Belgian physician said that sheB. journeyed to London, where with the
could not live long, and in her despair the Countedseightleys she occupied a small cottage called
telegraphed to DAshton Ellis, one of the London Maycot. Here the manuscript ofhe Seat
members of th&heosophical Societyvho imme  Doctrine was finished. It made a pile three fee
diately came to Ostend. He held out no more hogagh when it was given to the Keightleys for cor
than the Belgian doctoBoth were agreed that rection of syntax, punctuation, and spellifidne
they had never known a person with kidneys s&eightleys found that it was not written in a eon
severely dected to live so long. secutive manneand outlined a plan of rearrange

It seemed as ifThe Seat Doctrinewould not be ment which was approved by Madame Blavatsky
finished, at least not by H. B. Anxious and ser The entire manuscript was then typewritten.
rowful were the hearts of those who surrounded Just before this work was finished, H B? and
her The grief of the Countes®achmeister her friends moved to 17 Lansdowne Road, Notting
became so great that she went into a swoon. Sh#l, London, where they were joined by the
recovered, and continued to be almost constantlountessNachmeister and others, and there was
at the bedside of the sick woma&wakening one established the first Headquarters.
morning after a short sleep, she was surprised tolt was first arranged to haviéne Seat Doctrine
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published by MrGeoge Redwaywho was pub
lishing Lucifer, the magazine which had been
founded a short time before by H.B2, and which
has since been called tAéeosophical Review
But as his proposal was not financially satisfacto
ry, and a friend of Madame Blavats&yofiered to
furnish the moneyan ofice was taken in Duke
Street, London, the primary object being to enabl
theTheosophical Society to derive the utmost-ber
efit from her writings.

Of the further history of the writing ofThe
Secet Doctrinethere is little to be said, though
several months more of hard work were necessa
before it was finally ready for the press. H.BP?
read and corrected two sets of galley proof, then
set of page proof and finally a revise in sheet; co
recting, altering and adding until the last, with the
result that the printerddill for corrections alone
amounted to $1,500.

Such is the story ofhe Seat Doctring a story
which, like the book itself, is derided by the major
ity of people, notwithstanding its authentication by
many persons of sound reason and blameless Ir
As in the case of Copernicus and others, some d
the world will wake up and find that this much
abused woman was rightVill a monument be
raised to her®Who knowsWhether it will be or
not, the fact remains that ifhe Seat Doctrine
itself and in the déction with which its author is
regarded by every student who has been helped
her is a monument more lasting than marble ¢
bronze. Farthough the Masters were the actua
authors of the work, let us not gt that it was the
zeal and devotion of H..B. which so excellently
qualified her as an instrument for their use; and bi
for that zeal and devotion we might not today-pos
sess the greatest of modern works on occultism-
The Seat Doctrine U

Editor’s Note

In the foregoing account, the reader will note :
number of biographical details that Max Heinde
shared with Blavatsky: straitened financial cireum
stances; being accused of plagiarism; dedicatir
ones life to the enlightenment of humanisever
ly taxing ones health in the process; and being
able to contact more spiritually advanced human:

The Temper

How should I praise thee, Lord!
how should my rhymes
Gladly engrave thy love in steel,
If what my soul doth feel sometimes
My soul might ever feel!

Although there were some forty heav'ns,
or more,

Sometimes I peer above them all;

Sometimes I hardly reach a score,

Sometimes to hell I fall.

O rack me not to such a vast extent;
Those distances belong to thee:
The world's too little for thy tent,

A grave too big for me.

Wilt thou meet arms with man,

that thou dost stretch
A crum of dust from heav'n to hell?
Will great God measure with a wretch?
Shall he thy stature spell?

O let me, when thy roof my soul hath hid,
O let me roost and nestle there:

Then of a sinner thou art rid,

And I of hope and fear.

Yet take thy way; for sure thy way is best:
Stretch or contract me, thy poor debtor:
This is but tuning of my breast,

To make the music better.

Whether I fly with angels, fall with dust,
Thy hands made both, and I am there:
Thy power and love, my love and trust
Make one place ev'ry where.

—George Herbert
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BOOK REVIEWS

From Lightning to Light

ANNION BRINKLEY was struck by
lightning while he was talking on the
telephone in 1975 he telephone lig
uefied, Dannion was catapulted
toward the ceiling, his shoes remain
ing on the floor where they burned holes in the rug
His heart stopped beating and he was thrust fro
his body at first hovering above it, while futile
efforts were made to revive iThen he entered a
dark tunnel where he sped toward light at its fa
end. Quickly he found himself "standing in a par
adise of brilliant light,” whereupon, as a Being of
Light approached him, he began to feel "a dee
sense of love that encompassed all of the meanin
of the word. It was as though | were seeing a love
mother and best friend multiplied a thousandfold.”
So begins the first of two extraordinary account:one of four paneis comprising the polyptych, Visions of the Hereatter. Hieronymus Bosch,
Of udyingu described in the bo&ved By the nght QOil on wood (1505-1515), Gallerie dell'’Accademia, Venice, Italy

. Ascent to Heaven
(Villard Books, NewYork). Under the tutelage of His clairvoyance enabled Bosch to access certainly the lower

this resplendent Being of Light, Brinklefirstly,  regions of the Desire World, where imps and elementals
"began to experience my whole life, feeling ancdelight in tormenting their victims. Pictured above, howeve,

seeing everything that had ever happened t&ethosesoulswho meritentry intothe higher Desire World.
me....This life review was not pleasaniWhy? review Dannion "gained the knowledge that | coulc
Because he found himself living in the bodies ofuse to correct my life.” Most people have to wait
those whom he had injured, by thought, word, othousand years before they are able to impleme
deed, living with the pain he had caused them. 'What they have learned in their post mortem retrg
was the receivér"The depth of emotion | experi spection. Howeversome persons who have hag
enced during this life review was astonishing." Henear death experiences [NDE], which often involvs
discovered that "it is not so much what you do thabeing pronounced clinically dead, have had th

counts, but why you do it"—motives. His Instructorgood fortune to learn to remedy their lives in theif

told him, "We are all a link in the great chain of present embodiment.

humanity What you do has anfett on the other  Dannion is further instructed by the Being of

links in that chain." Light: "Humans are powerful spiritual beings
From the pain and anguish of his panoramieneant to create good on earflhis good isn't usu

nt
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ally accomplished in bold actions but in singularafterworld where experience and learning ensues|i

acts of kindness between people. It's the little thinggvidly described.The thirteenth Being delivers
that count, because they are more spontaneous amldat is surely the book's most important messag
show who you truly are.” and certainly speak directly to the student of th
Dannion makes a critical discovery: "the amounRosicrucianTeachingsYour purpose on earth, He
of love and good feelings you have at the end dtlls us, is "to create spiritualistic capitalismouY
your life is equal to the love and good feelings youware to engage this coming system by changing pe
put out during your life." ple's thought processes. Show people how to re

Then he is conducted to a crystal city of catheon their spiritual selves instead of the governmevl\t

drals where he is telepathically instructed by-thirand churches. Religions is fine, but don't let peop
teen Beings. "In human terms, it was as though eadie entirely controlled by it. Humans are mighty
one represented a flifent sign of the zodiac. Each spiritual beingsAll they need to realize is that love

shows him a preview of what was to soon takés treating others the way they themselves want
place in world historyNinety of the 17 events be treated.” l
shown him have thus far come to paBse most

troubling pictures were shown him by the thirteenth MORE LIGHT ON THE LIGHT

Being, Who seemed to possess all the wisdom and

power of the preceding twelve. (Students of th e have recently reviewed some of thg
Rosicrucian Teachings immediately think of Wpioneer research in near death exper
Christian Rose Cross, the Head of the twelve ences (NDE), as detailed in the writing of
Brothers of the Order of the Rose Cross.) He saidr. Raymond Moody Saved by the Light). Now a
that these dire events will come to pass unlessecond generation of investigators has joined tf
mankind reforms and learns better to love his felranks, intent on quantifying and elaborating
lows. Dannion was chged with a mission of his Moody's seminal contributions. DMelvin Morse,

own to help reduce the stress of modern living and Washington state professor and pediatrician, has

to promote out-of-the-body experiences so persorisllowed up on his best-sellingloser to the Light,
might have first-hand experience of spirituala study of NDE's in children, with the results of ar
dimensions. extensive, in-depth analysis of the long-terfeds
Eventually Dannion returns to his bodwhich  of childhood NDE's, published in the book
has been ravaged by the lightning. It is completeljfransformed by the Light (Ballantine Books).
paralyzed. He begins a long, sloarduous period  Dr. Morse brings a considerable battery of eerti
of convalescence. In wracking pain during the, dayied assessment techniques and tests to his "ra
at night, when he is out of his bqdye is in great material, thus promoting a scientific validitgnd
peace as he learns the Nage technology he is to even respectabilifyto what is certainlyfor orthc
put into use to aid others dox medicine, a highly suspect area of inquiény

A signal change in his life occurs when BrinkleyMorse was challenged to reduce an amorphous aFd
0

meets Dr Raymond Moodywho had collected the highly anecdotal body of information to a series
accounts of many persons who had NDEs. His firstpecific, statistically significant changes that ehar
book, Life After Life, recounts some of these expe acterize actions and attitudes of adults who hay
riences and lists factors common to most of thenhad NDE's as children.

After his encounter with MoodyDannion realizes  The list of such documented changes is both

that he is not alone, nor is he mad. Ratheris intriguing and gratifyingly familiar to many of this
privileged to have perceived truths and realities forreview's readerd.he keys to this research are giver|
eign or unknown to much of humanitpannion by the two words in the boak'title—transformed
also discovers that he is able to read migdsed andlight. Firstly, all the individuals who, as chil
By the Light contains a number of conceptsdren, had NDE's perceived or were enveloped in
advanced in spiritual sciencehe Law of Rebirth is supernal light, incandescent yet gentle, which gay
not directly considered, but the existence of athem a sense of great peace and often profour
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unparalleled love. Most NDE's involved a specific )

awareness of being out of the physical body witl Toward Faith

little concern for its dire condition, since theg | cannot say that barren-black the trees

pure detached consciousness, were experienci Quicken me less than diamond-bright with ice

serenity and utter sfigiency. Or shimmering with leaves; or that the breeze
When these persons eventually returned to the Upon this gentle hill need sacrifice

bodies (usually with great reluctance), they bega To tempest wind at sea; or that | know

to regard and live their lives in a mannerfeiént  When birds pursuing some mysterious wraith

from their former selves and their peers—they wer Land north dead reckoning at end of spnow

transformed by the lighThe adults studied repre  More wonder than that mankind strives toward

sented a true cross section Arxnerican society faith.

Even though some of them did not know they wer Disorderly my life with fine strange things:

different from a control group, selected for equiva Each fluid drop of light within my cup

lence in all respects but the childhood NDE, the' Recklessly treasured; nascent quiverings,

were indeed transformed, as the results of the tes pDull in prenatal ball, transmuted up

proved.Analyses of their life styles elicited the fol  To spinning worlds, wherein all force unbars,

lowing distinctionsThey had far less anxiety about And | live now by law that swings the stars!
dying; had fewer psychosomatic complaints —Helen Lawson

missed less time from work; had fewer years a.
unemployment; exercised more; ate more fruits angric student deliberately and conscientiously 4niti
vegetables; used fewer medications; had fewer hidtes his/her own higher development by work o
den symptoms of depression and anxiety; spetie vital body both groups of people experience a
more time alone in solitary pursuits or in meditatiorchange in their "I am," their inner sense of con
and quiet contemplation; did more communitysciousness. "It shows in many ways: decreased
work; gravitated more frequently toward the help death anxietyless desire for material goods; greate
ing (service) professions. Do not these charaeterispiritualism; an occasional ability to heal; and many
tics give an astonishingly accurate, if partial, profilemore paranormal experiences" (telepatbyt-of-
of the student who has embarked upon the path bbdy experiences, precognition).
WesternWisdomTeachings? Dr. Morse has no desire to denigrate or deny
In attempting to "nail down" the cause(s) of thismystical experience. But he does want to locate the
transformative experience, [IMorse proposes that physiological mechanisms that may be factored ¢r
the electromagnetic field of the respondents wasnplicated in them. He is pressing up against thie
altered by the light they experienced. He located ithreshold of the etheric bodyand, in some
physical origin in the right temporal lobe of theinstances, approaching the near reaches of the
brain (though making it clear that this site was notlesire world, whence issues the light and where|n
the light's initial source). Particularly convincing,are found the departed spirits and God-like beings
he found that his subjects could not wear wristhat figure in so many of the experiences of
watches; that invariably they stopped or malfuncNDEers.
tioned, evidently rendered inoperable by the height Transformed by the Light makes for instructive
ening of the electromagnetic vibration of the wearreading.We view with bemusement the earnest sc
er. Morse reviews the literature on the medicakntific speculations and inevitable stumbling assc
applications of electromagnetism and finds that itiated with trying to explain “paranormal” phenom
has curative and regenerative propertdhat a ena purely from the material side, without the-con
student of esoteric anatomy might describe as @pts and insights dalMesternWisdom Teachings,
purification, alignment, or strengthening of thewhich would shed their own transformative light or
ethers of the vital bodyor. Morse calls "rewiring.” Dr. Morse and his studies. In time, without doubt,
Whether an NDEger is graced by the light and tranghis will transpire.
formed by its salutary engy, or whether the eso —C.W.,
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BOOK REVIEW

The Wise Woman
and

The Gifts of the Child Christ

love reading when we realize that we willinfluence. Even MarkTwain bemoaned the fact
not be able to read all of the things wethat his works were so little known.

THERE COMES A TIME in the lives of us who Williams, who openly expressed gratitude for hig

would like to read.There is not enough time. Itis by what are called his "fantasy stories" that

Along the way there comes a second realization th#ttis reader is most moved@hese works are not
it is more soul satisfying, to fill the indeterminatemere escapist fantasy or flashy demonstrations
remaining time with quality rather than quantity imagination. They are pithy with character and

In this awakening process, the third realization ikigh values. In these fantasy writings two works

that there is often more edification in rereadingtand out above all others. One The Wse

things of proven worth—things we would like to Woman, which is sometimes published under the¢

etch into our consciousness—than in seeking otitle The Lost Princess, A Double Story. The other
new things. is The Gifts of the Child Christ, which ought to
For this reader retrospective rereading runsreplaceA Christmas Carol in our hearts for its edi
quite deeply into the past, into literature forfying values.The Wise Woman is a story about the
younger peopleThis is so because of one authormoral redemption of two thoroughly spoiled little
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Geoge MacDonald was a doughtyigh princt  their teacher fosters integrity in the reader as mu

Geoge MacDonald. girls. The wisdom and strength of character o£
h

pled Scotsman. It is rumored that he underwerds it does in its characters. Not much will be sai
sulgery without an anesthetic. He was from a-famabout it for the same reason that not much can
ily of highly literate Celtic scholars and writers, said about a sunset—one cannot add to its beau
some of whom were said to have second sight. The Gifts of the Child Christ is a story about the
Geoge studied chemistry and other sciences butnafected purity and innocence of a little child
there was not enough money for him to go intdhrough which love radiates without obstruction
medicine. He was deeply involved in religion ancand it blesses all around her
religious scholarship, some of it with tinges of Both stories are to be read, and reread, not-me
Calvinism (which he eventually countered) andy written about. In attempting to write about them
other theologies. Howevehis greatest gift to the one feels a little bit like what tgostles must have
world was in literature. felt when writing about Christ—utterly inadequate
It is difficult to classify him because of the Fortunatelyboth stories are still in print frolfvm.
breadth of his work. He wrote for children in suchB. Eerdmans Publishing Compaihiie Wise Woman
works as the "Curdie" books. He wrote many bookand Other Fantasy Sories for one title andThe
for young adults, and people of all ages love an@olden Key and Other Fantasy Storiesfor the other
appreciate his fantasy writings. In my opinion, If you are looking for edification, moral
almost everything he wrote is worth reading—anmprovement and inspiration, you cannot g
opinion also held by the "Inklings", including C.S.wrong with these masterpieces. [
Lewis, Owen Barfield, J.R.Rolkien and Charles —R.K.
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Healing

The Key to all Cures

R SOME TIME | have been among to our previous thoughts and ide&8e learn to
the sick and many of those around mebuild right by building wrongWe only attract
re seriously #licted. One finds them harmony—health—to the extent that we previoug
talking every day about medicines, ly manifested them.
foods, climates and various treatments, If sinning or violating Nature's Laws is the caus¢
to one or more of which they look for a cufdis of disease, the remedy suggests its@lé must
is only natural; it would not seem reasonable for ahange our lifeWe must live in harmony with
sufferer to neglect the use of physical means iIGod—Good—Universal LawWe must earnestly
which he had faithThere are physical measuresseek to know wherein we have sinn¥de must
which will relieve every ailment and helpfedt a strive to control the weaknesses that brought di
cure and if we do not employ them we are neglicord into our bodyAnd if we have grown to matu
gent in our dutyBut is it right for a patient to place rity, we know what those weaknesses are, for they
his faith entirely in something outside himself forhave already manifested as temptations or viola
a cureWVe do not believe it isNVe believe he is tions in this life.
responsible for his condition and a cure must come Christ taught the fgiveness of sins. He taught
principally as a result of his ownfefts, either us that if we learned our lessons, the Law would
consciously or subconsciously put forth. not permit former violations?—sins—to react
Sickness of any nature is evidence of discord—dpon us and cause us tofsufHe could fogive us
inharmony It shows we have violated a Law of and "wipe the deed bthe slate"; that is, if we had
Nature; we have sinned/ery often we cannot changed our life and there was little chance of oyr
recall a violation commensurate with the severitcommitting the same fafnse again. In that teach
of our sickness. Medicastrology will give us ing there lies a great hope for us.
Light. We know it is possible to cast an infant's We believe, in décting a cure of any ailment,
horoscope as soon as it is born and tell the wedke most dfcient means, aside from using all
parts of its bodyits tendencies toward certain-ail physical measures in which we have faith, is tp
ments. Heredity alone, will not satisfactorily earnestly and prayerfully seek out our weaknessgs
explain those tendenciéale do not believe a just and eradicate them. For some of us this is not eagy
God would permit any soul to be born with a-preas it necessitates changing our lives and requirgs
disposition to certain diseases unless it deserveune, patience, and perseverance. But by living i
them. The infant has not sinned or violatedharmony with Universal Laywe make it possible
Nature's Laws in this lifeThere seems only one for our Fatherthe Great Physician, to restore-har
reasonable answer to what causes it to be born withony in our bodies, and such a cure is a permanent
those tendencies: It has sinned in a past life. In thatire. We have sought and are manifesting "th
former life it held certain false and distorted ideaskingdom of Heaven and its Righteousness and a
which it built into this body as it came to rebirth.things will be added unto us"—health includéd.
We build our own bodies and build them according —Max Heindel
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FOR CHILDREN

In The Orphan Home

They sat at supper on Christmas Eve,

The boys of the orphan school,

And the least of them all rose up to say

The quaint old grace in the old-time way
Which had always been the rule:

“Lord Jesus Christ, béhou our guest,

And share the bread whidtou hast blessed.”

The smallest scholar sat himself down,

And the spoons began to clink

In the pewter porringers one by one.

But one little fellow had scarce begun

When he stopped and said, “I think"—

And then he paused with a reddened cheek,
But the kindly master bade him “Speak!”

“Why does the Lord Christ never come?”
Asked the child in a soft, shy way

“Time after time we have prayed that He
Would make one of our company

Just as we did today;

But He never has come for all our prayer
Do you think He would, if | set Him a chair?”

“PerhapsWho knoweth?” the master said,
And he made the sign of the cross;

While the zealous little one gladly sped,
And drew a chair to the tabehead,
Beneath a great ivy boss,

Then turned to the dooas in sure quest
Of the entrance of the Holy Guest.

Even as he waited, the latch was raised,
The door swung wide, and lo!

A pale little beggaboy stood there,

With shoeless feet and flying hair

All powdered white with snow

“I have no food, | have no bed;

For Christs sake, take me in,” he said.

The startled scholars were silent all,
The master dumbly gazed.

The shivering beggar he stood still—
The snowflakes melting at their will,
Bewildered and amazed

At the strange hush; and nothing stirred,
And no one uttered a welcome word—

Till, glad and joyful, the same dear child
Upraised his voice and said,

“The Lord has heard us npwknow;

He could not Himself, and so

He sent this boy instead,

His chair to fill, His place to take,

For us to welcome for His sake.”

Then, quick and zealous, every one

Sprung from the table up.

The chair for Jesus ready set

Received the beggar cold and wet.

Each pressed his plate and cup.

“Take mine! take mine!” they ged and prayed.
The beggar thanked them, half dismayed.

And as he feasted, and quitedot

His woe in the new content,

The ivy and holly garlanded

Round the old rafters overhead

Breathed forth a rich, strange scent;

And it seemed as if in the green-hung hall
Stood a Presence unseen which blessed them

O lovely legend of olden time,

Be thou as true today!

The Lord Christ stands by every dpor

Veiled in the person of His pqor

And all our hearts can pray

“Lord Jesus Christ, b&hou our guest,

And share the bread whidihou hast blessed.”
—Unknown

All.
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